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Foreword

The Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (CECDE)
has, since its inception in 2002, played
a crucial role in directing and
inspiring early childhood care and
education (ECCE) research in Ireland.
The quality of provision for our
youngest citizens will ultimately
depend on our ability to provide well
qualified practitioners and sound
research. 

The two most significant ECCE theses of the
1980’s were the T.C.D. M.Ed. Thesis completed
by Nóirín Hayes1 on childcare and the U.C.C.
M.Ed. Thesis completed by Mary Horgan on
Junior Infants2. The latter spawned a whole
range of theses in U.C.C. dealing with
Montessori Schools, Playgroups, Naonraí, Junior
Infants in Gaelscoileanna, and Senior Infants all
of which were completed from 1990 onwards.
The starting date for the CECDE’s Audit of
Research on Early Childhood Care and Education
in Ireland 1990-2003 (CECDE, 2003) of 1990 is
therefore most appropriate. It is interesting to
note from the Introduction to this second
edition that there were only 354 references
relating to ECCE between 1990 and 1997 - an
average of 44 per annum - while the publication
rate for 1999 to 2006 has risen to an annual
average of 170. This significant increase reflects
the passion and enthusiasm of the sector.

There are at present three main ongoing
developments in the Irish ECCE sector. These are
the establishment of the Office of the Minister
for Children (in 2005) and the various
committees resulting from it; the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment’s
Framework for Early Learning (due to be
published in the Autumn of 2007); and Síolta,
The National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education which was published by
the CECDE in 2006. The latter is the national
quality assurance programme which contains
sixteen national Standards which relate to the
achievement of quality in ECCE settings. One of
the great strengths of this second edition of the
Audit is that the research collected has been
categorised under these sixteen Standards, as
well as eight additional ‘general themes’. This
allows one to see at a glance, by reading the
introduction to this edition, which areas have
had little research and which have had much. I
find, for example, that it is strange that the
theme of ‘Communication’ should so far have
attracted only one person to study it as a ‘stand-

Brollach

Ó bunaíodh é i 2002, tá ról
ríthábhachtach ag an Lárionad um
Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na Luath-
Óige (CECDE) maidir le taighde ar
chúram agus oideachas na luath-óige
(COLO) a threorú agus a spreagadh in
Éirinn. Ar deireadh, braithfidh
caighdeán an tsoláthair dár
saoránaigh is óige ar ár gcumas
cleachtóirí dea-cháilithe agus taighde
maith a chur ar fáil. 

Ba iad na tráchtais is tábhachtaí faoi COLO le
linn na 1980í ná an Tráchtas T.C.D. M. Ed. déanta
ag Nóirín Hayes1 faoi cúram leanaí agus an
Tráchtas U.C.C. M.Ed. déanta ag Mary Horgan
ar Junior Infants2. Mar thoradh ar an dara
tráchtas sin, táirgeadh raon leathan tráchtas in
U.C.C. a bhain le Scoileanna Montessori, Grúpaí
Súgartha, Naíonraí, Naíonáin Bheaga i
nGaelscoileanna agus Naíonáin Mhóra, agus
gach tráchtas críochnaithe ó 1990 ar aghaidh.
Mar sin, is dáta tosaithe cuí é 1990 d’Iniúchadh
ar Thaighde in Éirinn maidir le Cúram agus
Oideachas na Luath-Óige 1990-2003 (CECDE,
2003). Cúis spéise ó Réamhrá an dara heagrán
ná nach raibh ach 354 tagairt a bhain le COLO
idir 1990 agus 1997 - 44 in aghaidh na bliana ar
an meán - agus gur ionann an meán-ráta
foilsithe idir 1999 agus 2006 agus 170 in
aghaidh na bliana. Léiríonn an méadú suntasach
sin díochracht agus díograis na hearnála.

Faoi láthair tá trí phríomh-fhorbairt ar siúl san
earnáil um chúram agus oideachas na luath-óige
in Éirinn. Is iad sin bunú Oifig an Aire Leanaí (i
2005) agus na coistí éagsúla lena mbaineann;
Framework for Early Learning na Comhairle
Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta (le
bheith foilsithe i bhfómhar 2007); agus Síolta,
An Chreatlach Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d'Oideachas
na Luath-Óige a d’fhoilsigh an CECDE i 2006.  Is
clár náisiúnta deimhnithe cáilíochta é Síolta a
chuimsíonn sé Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag a
bhaineann le cáilíocht a bhaint amach i suímh
COLO. Ceann de láidreachtaí an dara heagrán
seo den Iniúchadh ná gur rangaíodh an taighde
a bailíodh faoi na sé Chaighdeán déag sin, agus
faoi ocht ‘dtéama ghinearálta’ eile. Mar sin, is
féidir a aithint go tapa, trí réamhrá an eagráin
seo a léamh, cad iad na réimsí ina bhfuil easpa
taighde agus cad iad na réimsí a ndearnadh go
leor taighde orthu. Faighim féin, mar shampla,
go bhfuil sé aisteach nach ndearna ach duine
amháin staidéar ar ‘Chumarsáid’ mar ábhar
‘neamhspleách’, cé nach ionann sin agus a rá
nach raibh go leor eile a rinne tagairt di. Mar
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1 Hayes, N. (1984). State-aided Day Nurseries: An Exploratory Study.
M.Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

2 Horgan, M. (1987). A Study of the Importance of Play in the
Education of Junior Infant Class Children in Cork City and County.
M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

1 Hayes, N. (1984). State-aided Day Nurseries: An Exploratory Study.
M.Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

2 Horgan, M. (1987). A Study of the Importance of Play in the
Education of Junior Infant Class Children in Cork City and County.
M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Francis Douglas
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alone’ subject although this is not to deny that
there will have been many others who will have
made a passing reference to it. Gaps in research
are thus easily identified in this publication and
this will undoubtedly prove to be very useful to
future students. 

It must also be said that a great strength of this
Audit of Research is that each theme and sub-
theme is preceded by a short narrative which
outlines the main focus of research contained
therein. It is one of the CECDE’s objectives to
encourage research in early childhood education
and care and it is thus relevant here to mention
O.M.E.P. (Ireland) which provides a forum for
young and enthusiastic researchers to present
their findings at an annual conference and, if of
sufficient standard, to have them published in
the journal An Leanbh Óg. Research students
are further helped by the publication of
Rosaleen Murphy’s book,  Exploring Children’s
Lives: A Handbook of Early Childhood Research
(Murphy, R. [Ed.], 2006), which can be purchased
from O.M.E.P. (Ireland). This is a highly
recommended resource for early years
researchers. Further opportunities for
publication lie with the CECDE who have
already produced substantial collected works of
this nature. In addition, the CECDE offer
scholarships to research students and anything
that they, or the third level institutions, can do
to encourage high quality research within the
sector is to be welcomed. Although there are
now perhaps a score of persons who have
completed Ph.D.s on ECCE in this country there
is still a dearth of Post-Doctoral Research Fellows
in the sector. This is a challenge which is made
all the more pressing as, probably, less than half
who complete a Ph.D. become full time
researchers. 

This second edition of the Audit of Research on
Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland
will prove, as the first edition did, to be an
invaluable source of information for students
and policy makers as it collates all indigenous
research in a thematic way. Secondly, it should
be noted that this Audit is comprehensive in
nature as it addresses research relating to
children aged birth to six years, regardless of
setting (school and non-school based). In this
way it assists moving to a more holistic view of
the sector as advocated in recent policy
documents, eroding the traditional divides
between care and education and between the
formal and informal sectors. And thirdly, there is
an ongoing need for current research relating
to the Irish context to inform current policy and
practice. The research gaps identified need to be
addressed to ensure that we have a

sin, is éasca bearnaí sa taighde a aithint san
fhoilseachán seo agus gan amhras beidh sé sin
úsáideach do mhic léinn na todhchaí. 
Ní mór a rá freisin gur láidreacht mhór de chuid
an iniúchta thaighde seo ná go bhfuil míniú
gearr roimh gach téama agus fo-théama a
dhéanann cur síos ar phríomhfhócas an taighde
dá dtagraítear ann. Is é ceann de chuspóirí an
CECDE taighde ar oideachas agus cúram na
luath-óige a spreagadh agus mar sin is fiú
O.M.E.P. (Éireann) a lua anseo, mar cuireann sé
fóram ar fáil do thaighdeoirí díograise óga ionas
gur féidir leo a dtorthaí taighde a chur i láthair
ag comhdháil bhliantúil, agus, má bhíonn an
taighde den chaighdeán cuí, is féidir leo a
bheith foilsithe in iris An Leanbh Óg. Tugann
foilsiú leabhar Rosaleen Murphy, Exploring
Children’s Lives: A Handbook of Early Childhood
Research (Murphy, R. [Ed.], 2006) atá ar díol ag
O.M.E.P. (Éireann) cabhair bhreise do mhic léinn
taighde. Cuireann an CECDE deiseanna foilsithe
breise ar fáil, mar tá bailiúcháin shuntasacha
d'ábhair den chineál seo foilsithe acu cheana
féin. Chomh maith leis sin, tairgeann an CECDE
scoláireachtaí do mhic léinn taighde agus
cuirtear fáilte roimh aon rud a fhéadann siad nó
institiúidí tríú leibhéal a dhéanamh chun
taighde ar chaighdeán ard a spreagadh laistigh
den earnáil. Cé go bhfuil, b’fhéidir, fiche duine
sa tír seo anois le Ph.D. déanta ar oideachas
agus cúram na luath-óige, tá easpa Comhaltaí
Taighde Iardhochtúireachta san earnáil fós. Is
dúshlán mór é seo, atá níos tábhachtaí fós toisc
gur dóchúil gur níos lú ná leath na ndaoine a
chríochnaíonn Ph.D. a oibríonn ansin mar
thaighdeoirí lánaimseartha. 

Mar fhocal scoir, mar aon leis an gcéad eagrán
foilsithe i 2003, beidh an dara heagrán den
Iniúchadh ar Thaighde in Éirinn maidir le Cúram
agus Oideachas na Luath-Óige mar fhoinse
ríthábhachtach faisnéise do mhic léinn agus do
dhéantóirí beartais mar tiomsaíonn sé an
taighde dúchasach uile ar bhealach téamach. Ní
mór a thabhairt faoi deara freisin go bhfuil an t-
iniúchadh seo cuimsitheach mar tugann sé
aghaidh ar thaighde a bhaineann le leanaí ó
bhreith go haois sé bliana, is cuma cén suíomh
ina mbíonn siad (scoilbhunaithe agus neamh-
scoilbhunaithe). Ar an mbealach sin, cabhraíonn
sé linn gluaiseacht i dtreo dearcadh níos
iomlánaíoch faoin earnáil mar a mhol cáipéisí
beartais a eisíodh le deireanas, ag fáil réidh leis
na deighiltí traidisiúnta idir cúram agus
oideachas agus idir an earnáil fhoirmiúil agus
neamhfhoirmiúil. Ina theannta sin, tá gá
leanúnach le taighde reatha a bhaineann le
comhthéacs na hÉireann chun treoir a thabhairt
do bheartas agus cleachtas reatha. Ní mór
aghaidh a thabhairt ar na bearnaí taighde a
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comprehensive understanding of all aspects of
ECCE in Ireland.

Most importantly, the future of ECCE research in
Ireland is looking bright as many factors are
coalescing to ensure that it will be vibrant in the
future (eg. increasing availability and demand
for ECCE courses at undergraduate and
postgraduate levels, realisation of the
importance of early childhood education,
increased fora for the dissemination and
discussion of ECCE research, growing pool of
expert researchers in the area, etc). However, it
is extremely important not to become
complacent and to realise that Irish society is
constantly changing  These sociological
conditions require researchers to constantly
update their knowledge and to ask the question
“What is important in our society?”

Finally, this second edition could not have been
produced without the enormous amount of
work put in by the authors, Dr. Thomas Walsh
and Peadar Cassidy. On behalf of early years
research students everywhere I say a heartfelt
‘thank-you’. Equally, I am more than aware, as
they are, that it would not have happened
without the support of the rest of the team in
the CECDE - Heino Schonfeld, Maresa Duignan,
Jacqueline Fallon, Sharon O’Brien, Maria
O’Dwyer, Karen Mahony and Claire Brennan.
The ECCE sector in Ireland will forever be
grateful to them.

Francis Douglas, 
Professor of Early Childhood Studies,
University College,
Cork,
Ireland.

June 2007 

aithníodh chun a chinntiú go bhfuil tuiscint
iomlán againn ar ghnéithe uile COLO in Éirinn.

An rud is tábhachtaí ná go bhfuil cuma
dhearfach ar thodhchaí an taighde COLO in
Éirinn toisc go bhfuil go leor fachtóirí ag teacht
le chéile chun a chinntiú go mbeidh sé bríomhar
sa todhchaí (mar shampla: infhaighteacht agus
éileamh níos mó ar chúrsaí COLO ag leibhéil
fochéime agus iarchéime, tuiscint ar thábhacht
oideachas na luath-óige, níos mó fóram ann do
scaipeadh agus do phlé an taighde COLO, líon
sain-taighdeoirí sa réimse seo atá ag dul i méid,
srl.).  Mar sin féin, tá sé ríthábhachtach gan éirí
bogásach agus a thuiscint go mbíonn sochaí na
hÉireann ag athrú i gcónaí. Mar thoradh ar na
coinníollacha socheolaíocha sin, ní mór dár
dtaighdeoirí a gcuid eolais a thabhairt cothrom
le dáta ar bhonn leanúnach agus an cheist a
chur “Céard atá tábhachtach inár sochaí?”

Ar deireadh, ní fhéadfaí an dara heagrán seo a
tháirgeadh gan obair iontach mhór na h-údair,
An Dr. Thomas Walsh agus Peadar Cassidy. Thar
ceann na mac léinn taighde uile a oibríonn i
réimse na mblianta luatha deirim 'go raibh
maith agaibh’.  Tuigim freisin, mar a thuigeann
siad féin, nach mbeadh an t-eagrán againn gan
tacaíocht ó bhaill eile fhoireann an CECDE -
Heino Schonfeld, Maresa Duignan, Jaqueline
Fallon, Sharon O’Brien, Maria O’Dwyer, Karen
Mahony agus Claire Brennan. Beidh earnáil
COLO in Éirinn buíoch díobh i gcónaí.

Francis Douglas,
Ollamh i Staidéar Luath-Óige,
Coláiste na hOllscoile,
Corcaigh,
Éire.

Meitheamh, 2007
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Introduction

It is with great pleasure that the Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education (CECDE)
presents the Second Edition of the Audit of
Research on Early Childhood Care and Education
in Ireland, which spans the entire period 1990 to
2006. This update is warranted owing to the
efflorescence of research within early childhood
care and education (ECCE) in Ireland in recent
years, displaying the vibrancy of the developing
and evolving early years sector.1 Moreover, the
Second Edition of the Audit is timely in order to
inform research priorities into the future, both
for the CECDE and the wider ECCE sector, to
ensure that policy and practice in the Irish
context is informed by current indigenous
research.

The Second Edition of the Audit of Research is
divided into three substantive sections. First of
all, the Introduction provides a background and
rationale for the Audit and is presented in the
following three divisions:

• Context for the development of the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research;

• A description of the initial Audit of
Research produced in 2003 (CECDE, 2003a);

• An overview of the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research, including the
methodology employed in its compilation,
an outline of the twenty-four themes and
their associated sub-themes, findings of
interest, research gaps identified and details
of the online searchable research database.

Secondly, the publications within the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research are organised
into twenty-four themes of research. Sixteen
relate to the Standards within Síolta, the
National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education (CECDE, 2006a), while there are an
additional eight more general themes.
Furthermore, the majority of these are further
broken down into a number of sub-themes in
order to make the Audit more accessible and
navigable. In general terms, themes that contain
in excess of forty references have been further
sub-divided. Each theme and sub-theme is
preceded by a short narrative, outlining the
main focus of the research contained therein
and analysing the key trends. The twenty-four
themes are presented in alphabetical order in
order to facilitate ease of use. Within each of
the themes and sub-themes, all publications are
also listed in alphabetical order. 

Réamhrá

Tá an-lúcháir ar an Lárionad um Fhorbairt agus
Oideachas na Luath-Óige (CECDE) an Dara
hEagrán den Iniúchadh ar Thaighde in Éirinn
maidir le Cúram agus Oideachas na Luath-Óige
a chur i láthair, a chlúdaíonn an tréimhse iomlán
idir 1990 agus 2006.  Is fiú an nuashonrú seo a
dhéanamh mar thoradh ar an mborradh
ollmhór atá tagtha ar thaighde ar chúram agus
oideachas na luath-óige (COLO) in Éirinn le
blianta beaga anuas, rud a léiríonn
bríomhaireacht earnáil na mblianta luatha1 atá
ag fás agus ag forbairt. Ina theannta sin, tá an
Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh in am is i dtráth
chun faisnéis a chur ar fáil do thosaíochtaí
taighde na todhchaí, don CECDE agus don
earnáil COLO níos leithne, chun a chinntiú go
mbunófar beartas agus cleachtas i gcomhthéacs
na hÉireann ar thaighde reatha dúchasach.

Tá an Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde
deighilte i dtrí chuid substainteacha. Ar dtús,
tugann an Réamhrá cúlra agus réasúnaíocht an
Iniúchta agus cuirtear i láthair sna trí chuid seo a
leanas é:

• An comhthéacs d’fhorbairt an Dara hEagrán
den Iniúchadh Taighde;

• Cur síos ar an gcéad Iniúchadh Taighde a
táirgeadh i 2003 (CECDE, 2003a);

• Forbhreathnú ar an Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde, lena n-áirítear an
mhodheolaíocht a úsáideadh chun é a
thiomsú, cur síos ar na ceithre théama is
fiche agus na fo-théamaí lena mbaineann,
torthaí suimiúla, bearnaí taighde a aithníodh
agus sonraí an bhunachair shonraí taighde
inchuardaithe ar líne.

Anuas air sin, tá na foilseacháin laistigh den
Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde eagraithe i
gceithre théama taighde is fiche.  Baineann sé
cinn déag acu sin le Caighdeáin Síolta, an
Chreatlach Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d'Oideachas na
Luath-Óige (CECDE, 2006a), agus tá ocht dtéama
ghinearálta sa bhreis ann freisin. Chomh maith
leis sin, tá formhór na dtéamaí sin roinnte i
bhfo-théamaí chun go mbeadh an tIniúchadh
níos inrochtana agus go mbeadh sé níos éasca
teacht ar nithe ann. I dtéarmaí ginearálta, fo-
roinneadh téamaí a chuimsíonn níos mó ná
daichead tagairt. Tá míniú gearr roimh gach
téama agus fo-théama a dhéanann cur síos ar
phríomhfhócas an taighde dá dtagraítear ann
agus a dhéanann anailís ar na príomhthreochtaí.
Cuirtear na ceithre théama is fiche i láthair in
ord aibítre chun go mbeadh sé éasca an t-

1 The ECCE sector in Ireland is comprised of all care and education
services provided to children aged birth to six years of age. This
includes the non-school sector and the infant classes of primary
schools, where approximately half of all four-year-olds and nearly
all five-year-olds are enrolled.

1 Cuimsíonn an earnáil COLO in Éirinn na seirbhísí cúraim agus
oideachais uile a chuirtear ar fáil do leanaí ó bhreith go haois sé
bliana. Áirítear air sin an earnáil neamhscoile agus ranganna
naíonán bunscoileanna, ina bhfuil beagnach leath na leanaí ceithre
bliana d'aois agus beagnach na leanaí uile chúig bliana d’aois
cláraithe.
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Finally, the third section is comprised of an A-Z
author bibliography of the entire contents of
the Second Edition. This is preceded by an
Author Index to assist the location of specific
authors throughout the Audit.

Context for the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research

The update of the Research Audit is timely in
the Irish context. The initial Audit of Research
(CECDE, 2003a) has been widely welcomed by
the sector. However, since its publication in
2003, the policy, practice and research context
for ECCE in Ireland has evolved and developed
significantly. This section focuses on the nature
of these changes in recent years and analyses
their impact on the development of research
within the sector.

A number of landmark policy documents and
decisions in recent years have been informed by,
and indeed catalysed, Irish society’s view of
children. The recent CECDE publication, Insights
on Quality (CECDE, 2005a), is testimony to the
wealth of documentation that has been
generated in the Irish context since 1990. This
vibrancy is particularly evident in the years since
the millennium, reflecting the sector’s
endeavours to provide high quality services.
Some of the key markers on the landscape of
evolving attitudes and increasing provisions for
ECCE in Ireland in recent years include:

1990 – 2000

• Ireland’s ratification of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child in
1992 (United Nations, 1989).

• The Child Care Act (1991) (Department of
Health, 1991) and the associated Child Care
(Preschool) Regulations that apply to all
preschool settings (with the exception of
childminders caring for three or less
children, excluding their own in their own
home and Early Start) (Department of
Health and Children [DHC], 1997a).

• Appointment of a Minister of State for
Children in 1994.

• Introduction of the Early Start pilot project
in primary schools in 1994.

• The establishment of the Children’s Rights
Alliance in 1995.

• The Report of the Commission on the
Family, Strengthening Families for Life
(Department of Social, Community and
Family Affairs, 1998).

• The Report of the National Forum for Early
Childhood Education (Coolahan, 1998).

iniúchadh a úsáid. Laistigh de na téamaí agus na
fo-théamaí uile, liostaítear na foilseacháin uile
in ord aibítre freisin. 

Ar deireadh, is éard atá sa tríú cuid ná
leabharliosta A-Z de réir údair de na hábhair
uile sa Dara hEagrán. Tá Innéacs Údar roimh an
gcuid sin chun cabhrú le teacht ar údair
shonracha tríd an Iniúchadh uile.

Comhthéacs an Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde

Tá sé i dtráth an Iniúchta Taighde a nuashonrú i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. Chuir an earnáil fáilte
fhorleathan roimh an gcéad Iniúchadh Taighde
(CECDE, 2003a). Mar sin féin, ó foilsíodh é i
2003, tá fás agus forbairt shuntasach tagtha ar
chomhthéacs beartais, cleachtais agus taighde
COLO in Éirinn. Díríonn an chuid seo ar chineál
na n-athruithe sin le blianta beaga anuas agus
déanann sé anailís ar a dtionchar ar fhorbairt an
taighde laistigh den earnáil.

Bunaíodh roinnt cáipéisí agus cinntí beartais
tábhachtacha a rinneadh le blianta beaga anuas
ar dhearcadh shochaí na hÉireann faoi leanaí,
agus d’fheidhmigh siad mar chatalaíoch don
dearcadh sin freisin. Léiríonn foilseachán a rinne
an CECDE le deireanas, Spléachadh ar an
Ardchaighdeán (CECDE, 2005a) an raidhse
cháipéisí a táirgeadh i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann
ó 1990.  Tá an bhríomhaireacht sin soiléir go
háirithe sna blianta ón mílaois, ag léiriú na n-
iarrachtaí déanta ag an earnáil seirbhísí ar
chaighdeán ard a sholáthar. Is iad seo a leanas
roinnt de na príomh-tháscairí de na dearcaí faoi
COLO atá ag forbairt agus de na soláthair COLO
atá ag dul i méid le blianta beaga anuas: 

1990 – 2000

• Daingniú Éireann de Coinbhinsiún na Náisiún
Aontaithe ar Chearta an Linbh i 1992 (na
Náisiúin Aontaithe, 1989).

• An tAcht um Chúram Leanaí (1991) (An
Roinn Sláinte, 1991) agus na Rialacháin
(Réamhscoile) um Chúram Leanaí bainteacha
a bhaineann leis na suímh réamhscoile uile
(seachas cúramóirí leanaí ag tabhairt cúraim
do thriúir leanbh nó níos lú, nach a leanaí
féin iad ina mbailte féin agus Tús Luath) (An
Roinn Sláinte agus Leanaí [DHC], 1997a).

• Ceapadh Aire Stáit do Leanaí i 1994.

• Tabhairt isteach an tionscadail phíolóta Tús
Luath i mbunscoileanna i 1994.

• Bunú an Children’s Rights Alliance i 1995.

• Tuarascáil an Choimisiúin ar an Teaghlach,
Strengthening Families for Life (An Roinn
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Gnóthaí Sóisialta, Pobail agus Teaghlaigh,
1998).

• Report of the National Forum for Early
Childhood Education (Coolahan, 1998)

• Glacadh leis an Acht Oideachais (An Roinn
Oideachas agus Eolaíochta [DES], 1998b)
agus an tAcht Oideachais (Leas) (DES, 2000a)
sa reachtaíocht, a thugann tacaíocht do
ghnéithe uile an chleachtais i
mbunscoileanna.

• An Páipéar Bán ar Oideachas na Luath-Óige
Ready to Learn (DES, 1999).

• Tabhairt isteach Curaclam Athbhreithnithe
na Bunscoile i ranganna naíonán (DES,
1999b).

• An Straitéis Náisiúnta um Chúram Leanaí (An
Roinn Dlí agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchóirithe Dlí (DJELR), 1999c).

• Dearadh treoirlínte um chosaint agus leas
leanaí i Children First (DHC, 1999a) agus Our
Duty to Care (DHC, 2002e). 

2000

• Foilsiú na Straitéise Náisiúnta Leanaí, Our
Children, Their Lives (DHC, 2000a).

• Bunú na hOifige Náisiúnta Leanaí in 2000.

• Tús curtha leis an gClár Comhdheiseanna do
Chúram Leanaí (EOCP) (2000).

2001

• Glacadh le hAcht na Leanaí, 2001 (DJELR,
2001c) sa reachtaíocht.

• Cruthú Údarás Náisiúnta Cáilíochtaí na
hÉireann agus na comhlachtaí dámhachtana
lena mbaineann, Comhairle na
nDámhachtainí Breisoideachais agus Oiliúna
agus Comhairle na nDámhachtainí
Ardoideachais agus Oiliúna.

• Cruthú Chomhairle Chomhairleach Náisiúnta
na Leanaí. 

• Bunú an Choiste Chomhordaithe Náisiúnta
um Chúram Leanaí agus líonra de thrí is
tríocha Coiste Cúraim Leanaí
Cathrach/Contae (CCCanna) i 2001-2002.

2002

• Foilsiú Quality Childcare and Life Long
Learning: Model Framework for Education,
Training and Professional Development in
the Early Childhood Care and Education
Sector (DJELR, 2002b).

• Bunú an CECDE.

2003

• Ceapadh Ombudsman do Leanaí.

16

• The enshrining in legislation of the
Education Act (Department of Education
and Science [DES], 1998b) and the Education
(Welfare) Act (DES, 2000a), which underpins
all aspects of practice in primary schools.

• The White Paper on Early Childhood
Education, Ready to Learn (DES, 1999a).

• The introduction of the Revised Primary
School Curriculum in infant classes (DES,
1999b).

• The National Childcare Strategy
(Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform [DJELR], 1999c).

• The formulation of guidelines for the
protection and welfare of children in the
form of Children First (DHC, 1999a) and Our
Duty to Care (DHC, 2002e).

2000

• The publication of the National Children’s
Strategy, Our Children, Their Lives (DHC,
2000a).

• The establishment of the National Children’s
Office in 2000.

• The inception of the Equal Opportunities
Childcare Programme (EOCP) (2000).

2001

• The enshrining in legislation of the Children
Act, 2001 (DJELR, 2001c).

• The creation of the National Qualifications
Authority of Ireland and its associated
awarding bodies, the Further Education and
Training Awards Council and the Higher
Education and Training Awards Council.

• The inception of the National Children’s
Advisory Council.

• The establishment of the National
Coordinating Childcare Committee and a
network of thirty-three City/ County
Childcare Committees (CCCs) in 2001-2002.

2002

• The publication of Quality Childcare and
Life Long Learning: Model Framework for
Education, Training and Professional
Development in the Early Childhood Care
and Education Sector (DJELR, 2002b).

• The establishment of the CECDE.

2003

• The appointment of an Ombudsman for
Children.

• The foundation of the Family Support
Agency.
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2004

• The publication by the National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) of
Towards a Framework for Early Learning
(NCCA, 2004a).

• The inception of the Education for Persons
with Special Educational Needs Act (DES,
2004).

• The Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD)
production of the Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in
Ireland (OECD, 2004a).

• The launch of the National Play Policy for
Ireland, Ready, Steady, Play (National
Children’s Office, 2004a).

2005

• The establishment of the National Council
for Special Education.

• Launch of the Irish Childcare Policy Network.

• Publication by the National Economic and
Social Forum (NESF) of the Early Childhood
Care and Education Report (NESF, 2005).

• Submission of Ireland’s second report on the
implementation of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(National Children’s Office, 2005b).

• Establishment of the Office of the Minister
for Children (OMC), which fulfils a
coordinating role for the ECCE sector.

• Introduction of the Delivering Equality of
Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) strategy, with
a specific strand relating to ECCE provision
(DES, 2005e).

2006

• Establishment of the Early Years Education
Policy Unit, co-located in the DES and the
OMC.

• Publication and dissemination of Síolta, the
National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education (CECDE, 2006a).

• Introduction of the National Childcare
Investment Programme (NCIP) (2006-2010)
as a successor to the EOCP, providing €575
million over the lifetime of the programme.

• Inception and commencement of a
longitudinal study on children, Growing up
in Ireland.

• Publication of the revised regulations for
pre-school services (DHC, 2006).

2007 (until April 2007)

• Establishment of the National Childcare
Training Strategy by the DES.

• Bunú na Gníomhaireachta um Thacaíocht
Teaghlaigh.

2004

• Foilsiú Towards a Framework for Early
Learning (NCCA, 2004a) ag an gComhairle
Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta
(NCCA).

• Tús curtha leis an Acht um Oideachas do
Dhaoine a bhfuil Riachtanais Speisialta
Oideachais Acu (DES, 2004).

• Táirgeadh Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in
Ireland (OECD, 2004a) ag an Eagraíocht um
Chomhar agus Forbairt Eacnamaíochta
(OECD).

• Seoladh an Bheartais Náisiúnta Súgartha
d'Éirinn, Ready, Steady, Play (an Oifig
Náisiúnta Leanaí, 2004a). 

2005

• Bunú na Comhairle Náisiúnta um Oideachas
Speisialta.

• Seoladh Líonra na hÉireann um Beartas
Cúraim Leanaí.

• Foilsiú an Early Childhood Care and
Education Report (NESF, 2005) ag an
bhFóram Náisiúnta Eacnamaíoch agus
Sóisialta (NESF).

• Seoladh isteach an dara tuarascáil de chuid
Éireann faoi chur i bhfeidhm Choinbhinsiún
na Náisiún Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh
(an Oifig Náisiúnta Leanaí, 2005b). 

• Bunú Oifig an Aire Leanaí (OMC) a bhfuil ról
comhordaithe aici san earnáil COLO.

• Tabhairt isteach na straitéise um Delivering
Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) le
snáithe ar leith a bhaineann le soláthar
COLO (DES, 2005e).

2006

• Bunú an Aonaid Bheartais um Oideachas na
mBlianta Luatha, comhlonnaithe sa DES agus
OMC.

• Foilsiú agus scaipeadh Síolta, an Chreatlach
Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na Luath-
Óige (CECDE, 2006a).

• Tabhairt isteach an Chláir Náisiúnta um
Infheistíocht i gCúram Leanaí (NCIP) (2006-
2010) le teacht in ionad an EOCP, a chuirfidh
€575 milliún ar fáil thar thréimhse an chláir.

• Dearadh agus tosú staidéar fadaimseartha ar
leanaí, Growing up in Ireland.

• Foilsiú na rialachán athbhreithnithe do
sheirbhísí réamhscoile (DHC, 2006).
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• Planning undertaken for a Constitutional
Referendum on the Rights of the Child in
Ireland.

As is evident, these publications and initiatives
have grown exponentially in recent years. These
wider policy developments and activities have
had a positive impact on the range and nature
of research undertaken within the sector by
providing increased funding for research and
developing a cohort of researchers with specific
expertise in the field of ECCE. Furthermore, the
revival of the OMEP Ireland conference since
2002 and the expansion of similar fora for the
sharing and dissemination of information have
enhanced the utility and accessibility of such
information. Ireland’s hosting of the European
Early Childhood Educational Research
Association (EECERA) Conference in September
2005 is further evidence of the growing
prominence of the research context. The CECDE
hosted its first international conference on ECCE
in 2004 (CECDE, 2005d), followed by a second
international conference in February 2007. This
has coincided with increased opportunities for
postgraduate training and education in ECCE in
a number of third level colleges and universities,
increasing the pool of research expertise
available in Ireland. These developments have
undoubtedly impacted positively on the array
and quality of the research produced in recent
years.

Initial Audit of Research, 1990-2003

Since the launch of the CECDE in October 2002,
a significant programme of research,
consultation and development has been
undertaken in close collaboration with the DES
and a broad range of stakeholders within the
ECCE sector. In 2003, the CECDE conducted the
initial Audit, i.e., the collection and collation of
all research relating to ECCE in the Republic of
Ireland between 1990 and mid-2003 (CECDE,
2003a), to guide and inform its work in relation
to research priorities. This initial Audit not only
identified research priorities into the future but
also collected and organised, for the CECDE and
other stakeholders, a significant array of
research material. Since its publication, an
online database of research has been
maintained and updated on the CECDE website
(www.cecde.ie) and has proven a valuable
resource to those with an interest in ECCE
research.

As with the Second Edition of the Audit of
Research, a liberal interpretation of the term
‘research’ was utilised in 2003. The initial Audit

2007 (go dtí mí Aibreáin 2007)

• Bunú na Straitéise Náisiúnta um Oiliúint faoi
Chúram Leanaí ag an DES.

• Pleanáil déanta le haghaidh Reifrinn
Bhunreachtúil faoi Chearta an Linbh in
Éirinn. 

Is léir go bhfuil fás easpónantúil tagtha ar na
foilseacháin agus tionscnaimh seo le blianta
beaga anuas. Bhí tionchar dearfach ag na
forbairtí agus gníomhaíochtaí beartais níos
leithne seo ar raon agus cineál an taighde a
rinneadh san earnáil mar chuir siad maoiniú
méadaithe ar fáil don taighde, agus d’fhorbair
siad grúpa taighdeoirí le saineolas ar leith faoi
COLO. Chomh maith leis sin, chuir athbheochan
chomhdháil OMEP na hÉireann ó 2002 agus
leathnú na bhfóram comhchosúil chun faisnéis a
roinnt agus a scaipeadh feabhas ar úsáideacht
agus inrochtaineacht faisnéise dá leithéid.
Fianaise bhreise de thábhacht mhéadaitheach
an chomhthéacs taighde ná go raibh Éire ina
hóstach ar EECERA i mí Mheán Fómhair 2005.
Bhí an CECDE mar óstach a céad chomhdháil
idirnáisiúnta faoi COLO i 2004 (CECDE, 2005d),
agus ansin ar chomhdháil idirnáisiúnta eile i mí
Feabhra 2007. Tharla sé sin an tráth céanna a
raibh deiseanna méadaithe ann d’oiliúint agus
oideachas iarchéime i COLO i roinnt coláistí agus
ollscoileanna tríú leibhéal, ag méadú ar líon an
tsaineolais taighde atá ar fáil in Éirinn. Gan
amhras bhí tionchar dearfach ag na forbairtí sin
ar líon agus ar chaighdeán an taighde a
táirgeadh le blianta beaga anuas.

An tIniúchadh Taighde tosaigh, 1990-2003

Ó seoladh an CECDE i 2002, rinneadh clár
suntasach taighde, comhairliúcháin agus
forbartha i gcomhar leis an DES agus raon
leathan páirtithe leasmhara laistigh den earnáil
COLO. I 2003, rinne an CECDE an tIniúchadh
tosaigh, i.e., bailiú agus tiomsú an taighde uile a
bhain le COLO i bPoblacht na hÉireann idir 1990
agus lár 2003 (CECDE, 2003a) chun treoir agus
faisnéis a sholáthar i ndáil lena chuid oibre ar
thosaíochtaí taighde.  Ní amháin gur aithin an
tIniúchadh tosaigh tosaíochtaí taighde don
todhchaí, ach bhailigh agus d’eagraigh sé go
leor ábhar taighde don CECDE agus do
pháirtithe leasmhara eile. Ó foilsíodh é,
coinníodh agus nuashonraíodh bunachar sonraí
taighde ar láithreán gréasáin an CECDE
(www.cecde.ie) a bhí mar acmhainn luachmhar
dóibh siúd le spéis i dtaighde COLO.

Mar aon leis an Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde, bhí tuiscint leathan ar an téarma
‘taighde’ i 2003. Chuimsigh an tIniúchadh
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included research on ECCE relating to the
Republic of Ireland, including books, chapters in
books, journal articles, conference presentations
and papers, unpublished reports, international
comparative reports that included Ireland,
submissions and postgraduate theses. As the
remit of the CECDE spans both formal and
informal ECCE provision, the initial Audit
focused on research relating to both preschool
provision as well as the infant classes of primary
schools. In total, this initial Audit, covering the
period 1990 to mid-2003, collected 1,082
individual pieces of research and categorised
them into twelve sections, as outlined in Table 1
below.

Table 1 – Themes and Number of References in
the Initial Audit of Research, 1990-2003

Theme Number of References

Childhood and Society 84

Children’s Rights 59

Cultural Diversity 119

Curriculum and Methodology 89

Early Childhood Services 345

Educational Disadvantage 128

Irish Language Education 132

Parents and Families 112

Quality 59

Special Needs 123

Staffing, Training and Qualifications 77

The Developing Child 117

Total 1,444*

Source: CECDE (2003a:10)

* The total number of publications is greater than the number of
individual pieces of research collected as a number of publications
related to two or more of the themes identified.

Each of these themes was further divided into a
number of sub-themes to assist the easy
identification of research materials. While this
range of research was impressive for a sector in
its embryonic stages of development, a number
of research gaps were identified, including
research that involved consulting children,
research on quality in the Irish context, research
on the inclusion of children with special needs
within mainstream settings and longitudinal
research on all aspects of ECCE. 

Second Edition of the Audit of Research,
1990-2006

Owing to the rapid increase in the production
and dissemination of research since 2003, the
CECDE updated its online database of research
on an ongoing basis. In mid-2006, a formal
review and update of the initial Audit of
Research was initiated in order to collect

tosaigh taighde ar COLO a bhain le Poblacht na
hÉirinn cosúil le leabhair, caibidlí i leabhair, ailt in
irisí, láithreoireachtaí agus páipéir chomhdhála,
tuarascálacha neamhfhoilsithe, tuarascálacha
comparáideacha idirnáisiúnta a raibh Éire san
áireamh iontu agus tráchtais iarchéime. Toisc go
gclúdaíonn sainchúram an CECDE soláthar COLO
foirmiúil agus neamhfhoirmiúil, bhí an
tIniúchadh tosaigh dírithe ar thaighde a bhain le
soláthar réamhscoile agus le ranganna naíonán
bunscoileanna araon. San iomlán, bhailigh an
tIniúchadh tosaigh sin, a bhain leis an tréimhse ó
1990 go lár 2003, 1,082 píosa taighde
indibhidiúla agus chuir sé in dhá chatagóir déag
iad, mar a léirítear i dTábla 1 thíos.

Tábla 1 – Téamaí agus Líon na dTagairtí san
Iniúchadh Taighde Tosaigh, 1990-2003

Téama Líon na dTagairtí

An Óige agus an tSochaí 84

Cearta Leanaí 59

Éagsúlacht Chultúir 119

Curaclam agus Modheolaíocht 89

Seirbhísí Luath-Óige 345

Míbhuntáiste Oideachasúil 128

Oideachas Gaeilge 132

Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlaigh 112

Cáilíocht 59

Riachtanais Speisialta 123

Foireann, Oiliúint agus Cáilíochtaí 77

An Leanbh Atá ag Forbairt 117

Iomlán 1,444*

Foinse: CECDE (2003a:10)

* Tá líon iomlán na bhfoilseachán níos mó ná líon iomlán na bpíosaí
taighde a bailíodh mar bhain roinnt foilseachán le dhá théama nó
níos mó.

Roinneadh gach téama i bhfo-théamaí chun go
mbeadh sé níos éasca ábhar taighde a aithint.
Cé gur iontach an raon taighde seo d'earnáil a
bhí ag céim thosaigh a forbartha, aithníodh
roinnt bearnaí taighde, lena n-áirítear taighde a
raibh comhchomhairle le leanaí mar chuid de,
taighde ar cháilíocht i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann,
taighde ar chuimsiú leanaí le riachtanais
speisialta i suímh phríomhshrutha agus taighde
fadaimseartha ar ghnéithe uile COLO. 

An Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde,
1990-2006

Mar thoradh ar an méadú gasta ar tháirgeadh
agus scaipeadh an taighde ó 2003, thug an
CECDE a bhunachar sonraí taighde ar líne suas
chun dáta ar bhonn leanúnach. I lár 2006,
cuireadh tús le hathbhreithniú agus nuashonrú
foirmiúil na chéad Iniúchadh Taighde chun
taighde a táirgeadh idir lár 2003 agus mí na
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research produced between mid-2003 and
December 2006, and to re-categorise all research
completed between 1990 and 2006.

Methodology
At the outset, the initial Audit of Research (1990-
2003) acted as a foundation document to inform
the development of the Second Edition. To this
was added any research that had come to our
attention in the interim relating to the period
1990 to mid-2003. A diverse range of strategies
was then employed to elicit relevant research
publications and reports for inclusion in the
Second Edition to ensure it was as representative
as possible of the range of research conducted in
Ireland since mid-2003. First of all, the extensive
databases of contacts developed by the CECDE
since 2002 were used to alert the ECCE research
community to the production of the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research. Individuals and
organisations were requested to submit any
research they had undertaken, or were aware of,
between mid-2003 and 2006 relating to the care
and education of young children aged birth to
six years. The scope of this request within the
sector was wide and included relevant
government departments, most notably the DES,
the DHC, the DJELR and the newly formed OMC. 

In addition, a large number of non-governmental
organisations, voluntary childcare organisations,
CCCs, Area-based Partnerships, and academics and
researchers within third level institutions were also
contacted and requested to submit titles or
references for pertinent research they had
conducted. As copies of research reports and
publications submitted were incorporated into the
CECDE resource library, bibliographies within these
were reviewed to identify further relevant
research for the Second Edition. National and
international journals with a remit for ECCE were
examined and relevant articles were recorded for
inclusion. Online databases of research such as the
Educational Studies Association of Ireland (ESAI)
Register of Theses were also examined, as were
the library catalogues of third level colleges for
relevant postgraduate theses. General Internet
searches were also conducted using salient
keywords and search parameters, which also
resulted in the unearthing of a large volume of
research material and sources. The participation of
CECDE staff at a number of national and
international seminars and conferences also
proved valuable in the identification of conference
papers presented by individuals and organisations.

Research Findings
Although there was a level of awareness that
the capacity and productivity of the ECCE
research sector had developed significantly in

Nollag 2006 a bhailiú, agus chun an taighde uile
a rinneadh idir 1990 agus 2006 a athrangú.

Modheolaíocht
Ag an tús, bhí an tIniúchadh Taighde tosaigh (1990-
2003) mar cháipéis bhunúsach a úsáideadh chun
treoir a thabhairt d’fhorbairt an Dara hEagrán.
Cuireadh leis sin aon taighde a thugamar faoi deara
idir an dá linn a bhain leis an tréimhse 1990 go dtí
lár 2003. Baineadh úsáid ansin as raon straitéisí
éagsúla chun foilseacháin agus tuarascálacha
taighde ábhartha a fháil ar fiú iad a chuimsiú sa
Dara hEagrán chun a chinntiú go ndéanfadh sé an
ionadaíocht is fearr is féidir ar raon an taighde
déanta in Éirinn ó lár 2003.  Ar dtús, baineadh úsáid
as na bunachair shonraí mhóra de phointí
teagmhála forbartha ag an CECDE ó 2002 chun a
insint don phobal taighde COLO go raibh Dara
hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde á tháirgeadh.
Iarradh ar dhaoine agus ar eagraíochtaí aon
taighde a rinne siad, nó a raibh siad ar an eolas faoi,
a bhain le cúram agus oideachas leanaí óga ó
bhreith go haois sé bliana agus leis an tréimhse idir
lár 2003 agus 2006, a sheoladh chugainn.  Bhí scóip
leathan ag an iarratas seo laistigh den earnáil agus
bhí ranna rialtais ábhartha san áireamh air, go
háirithe an DES, an DHC, an DJELR agus an OMC
nuabhunaithe. 

Le cois sin, rinneadh teagmháil le líon mór
eagraíochtaí neamhrialtais, eagraíochtaí cúraim
leanaí deonacha, CCCanna, Comhpháirtíochtaí
Ceantar-Bhunaithe, agus acadóirí agus taighdeoirí
in institiúidí tríú leibhéal, agus iarradh orthu teidil
nó tagairtí de thaighde ábhartha a bhí déanta acu
a sheoladh isteach. Toisc go raibh cóipeanna na
dtuarascálacha agus na bhfoilseachán taighde a
seoladh isteach cuimsithe i leabharlann
acmhainne an CECDE, rinneadh athbhreithniú ar
leabharliostaí na gcáipéisí sin chun taighde
ábhartha breise a aithint don Dara hEagrán.
Scrúdaíodh irisí náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta le
sainchúram COLO agus taifeadadh ailt ábhartha
le bheith cuimsithe san eagrán. Scrúdaíodh
bunachair shonraí taighde ar líne cosúil le Clár
Tráchtas Chumann um Staidéar Oideachais na
hÉireann (ESAI) agus catalóga leabharlainne na
gcoláistí tríú leibhéal freisin mar iarracht tráchtais
iarchéime ábhartha a fháil. Úsáideadh cuardaigh
Idirlín ghinearálta le heochairfhocail agus
paraiméadair chuardaigh bhainteacha freisin,
agus mar sin fuarthas líon mór ábhar agus foinsí
taighde. Bhí rannpháirtíocht fhoireann an CECDE i
roinnt seimineár agus comhdhálacha náisiúnta
agus idirnáisiúnta luachmhar freisin mar
chabhraigh sé le páipéir chomhdhála curtha i
láthair ag daoine agus ag eagraíochtaí a aithint.

Torthaí an Taighde
Cé go raibh feasacht ann go raibh forbairt
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recent years, the CECDE was gratified at the
range and extent of research publications and
materials collected. The Second Edition of the
Audit of Research contains 1,820 individual
pieces of research that have been identified for
the period 1990 to 2006. This represents an
additional 7382 pieces of research relating to the
period mid-2003 to 2006, in addition to the
1,082 publications identified in the initial Audit
for the period 1990 to mid-2003. 

The categorisation process for the Second Edition
of the Audit of Research has been informed by
the development of Síolta, the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education (CECDE,
2006a). This is the national quality assurance
programme containing sixteen national Standards
relating to the achievement of quality practice in
ECCE settings. In order to support and inform the
development and implementation of Síolta, the
research collected has been categorised under
these sixteen Standards, as well as eight
additional general themes. The scope of this
research is displayed in Table 2 below, listing first
of all in alphabetical order the Síolta themes,
followed by the eight general themes.

Table 2 - Themes and Number of References in the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research, 1990-2006

Theme Number of References

Síolta Themes

Communication 1

Community Involvement 23

Consultation 50

Curriculum 207

Environments 21

Health and Welfare 87

Identity and Belonging 165

Interactions 7

Legislation and Regulation 63

Organisation 51

Parents and Families 170

Planning and Evaluation 32

Play 43

Professional Practice 144

Rights of the Child 59

Transitions 5

General Themes

Childhood and Society 114

Child Development 105

Disadvantage 178

Early Childhood Services 401

Irish Language Education 150

Quality 113

Research 47

Special Needs 191

Total 2,427*
* The total number of pieces of research is greater than the number

of individual pieces collected, as a number of publications
necessitated inclusion in two or more themes.

shuntasach tagtha ar chumas agus táirgiúlacht
na hearnála taighde COLO le blianta beaga
anuas, bhí an CECDE an-sásta le raon agus líon
na bhfoilseachán agus na n-ábhar taighde a
bailíodh. Cuimsíonn an Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde 1,820 píosa taighde aonair a
aithníodh don tréimhse 1990 go 2006. Is ionann
é sin agus 7832 píosa taighde sa bhreis a
bhaineann leis an tréimhse ó lár 2003 go dtí
2006, le cois an 1,082 foilseachán aitheanta sa
chéad Iniúchadh don tréimhse 1990 go lár 2003.

Bhí próiseas catagóirithe an Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde bunaithe ar fhorbairt Síolta, an
Chreatlach Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na
Luath-Óige (CECDE, 2006a). Is é sin an clár
deimhnithe cáilíochta náisiúnta a chuimsíonn sé
Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag a bhaineann le
cleachtas ar ardchaighdeán a chur i bhfeidhm i
suímh COLO. Chun tacú le forbairt agus feidhmiú
Síolta agus chun treoir a thabhairt dó, rangaíodh
an taighde a bailíodh i gcatagóirí a bhaineann leis
na sé Chaighdeán déag sin, agus faoi ocht dtéama
ghinearálta eile. Léirítear scóip an taighde seo i
dTábla 2 thíos, ag liostú ar dtús téamaí Síolta in ord
aibítre agus ansin na hocht dtéama ghinearálta.

Tábla 2 – Téamaí agus Líon na dTagairtí sa Dara
hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde, 1990-2006

Téama Líon na dTagairtí

Téamaí Síolta

Cumarsáid 1

Rannpháirtíocht an Phobail 23

Comhairliúchán 50

Curaclam 207

Timpeallachtaí 21

Sláinte agus Leas 87

Féiniúlacht agus Muintearas 165

Idirghníomhartha 7

Reachtaíocht agus Rialú 63

Eagrú 51

Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlaigh 170

Pleanáil agus Meastóireacht 32

Súgradh 43

Cleachtas Gairmiúil 144

Cearta an Pháiste 59

Aistrithe 5

Téamaí Ginearálta

Leanbaíocht agus an tSochaí 114

Forbairt an Linbh 105

Míbhuntáiste 178

Seirbhísí Luath-Óige 401

Oideachas trí Ghaeilge 150

Cáilíocht 113

Taighde 47

Riachtanais Speisialta 191

Iomlán 2,427*

* Tá líon iomlán na bpíosaí taighde níos mó ná líon iomlán na
bpíosaí aonair a bailíodh, mar ba ghá roinnt foilseachán a chuimsiú
faoi dhá théama nó níos mó.

2 A small number of these relate to pieces of research from the
period 1990 to mid-2003 that were inadvertently omitted from the
initial Audit.

2 Baineann líon beag dóibh sin le píosaí taighde ón tréimhse 1990 go
dtí lár 2003 nár cuireadh san áireamh sa chéad Iniúchadh iad i ngan
fhios. 
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Table 3 provides a more detailed breakdown of
the various sub-themes, detailing the number of
references contained in each theme as a whole
and within the individual sub-themes. Seven of
the themes contained an insufficient number of
references to warrant assigning sub-themes to
them.

Table 3 – Themes, Sub-themes and Number of
References in the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, 1990-2006

Theme No. of Sub-theme No. of
References References

Childhood Historical 
and Society 114 Perspectives 22

Government 
Policy and Reports 25
Sociological Perspectives 59
Economic Perspectives 5
International Perspectives 3

Child Learning and 
Development 105 Development 41

Cognitive Development 21
Linguistic Development 17
Social and Emotional 
Development 26

Communication* 1 1

Community 
Involvement* 23 23

Consultation* 50 Consultation with the 
ECCE sector 11
Consultation with Children 39

Curriculum* 207 Curriculum Philosophy 22
Curriculum Development 27
Curriculum 
Implementation 142
Curriculum Evaluation 16

Disadvantage 178 Developing Public Policy 42
Addressing Disadvantage 
in the Early Years 26
Local and Community 
Initiatives 17
School-based Programmes 62
Child Poverty 31

Early Childhood Censuses and
Services 401 Evaluations of Services 102

Guidance for Parents 
and ECCE Providers 24
National Policy and 
Provision 90
Local and Regional 
Policy and Provision 46
City/ County Childcare 
Committee Strategic Plans 33
School-based Provision and 
School-age ECCE 33
Childminding Provision 26
Men in ECCE 11
International Perspectives 36

Environments* 21 21

Health and Child Health and
Welfare* 87 Well-being 36

Child Protection and 
Welfare 51

Identity and Intercultural Care and
Belonging* 165 Education 31

Legislation and Practice 
Guidelines 19

Language Acquisition 9

Tugann Tábla 3 miondealú níos mionchruinne
de na fo-théamaí éagsúla, ag déanamh cur síos
ar líon na dtagairtí cuimsithe i ngach téama
iomlán agus laistigh de gach fo-théama éagsúil.
Ní raibh a dhóthain tagairtí ag seacht dtéama le
gur fiú iad a roinnt i bhfo-théamaí. 

Tábla 3 – Téamaí, Fo-Théamaí agus Líon na
dTagairtí sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde, 1990-2006

Téama Líon na Fo-Théama Líon na 
dTagairtí dTagairtí

Leanbaíocht Peirspictíochtaí
agus an tSochaí 114 Stairiúla 22

Beartas agus 
Tuarascálacha Rialtais 25
Peirspictíochtaí 
Socheolaíocha 59
Peirspictíochtaí 
Eacnamaíocha 5
Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta∑3

Forbairt an Linbh105 Foghlaim agus Forbairt 41
Forbairt Chognaíoch 21
Forbairt Theangeolaíoch 17
Forbairt Shóisialta agus 
Mhothúchánach 26

Cumarsáid* 1 1

Rannpháirtíocht 
an Phobail* 23 23

Comhairliúchán* 50 Comhairliúchán leis an 
earnáil COLO 11
Comhairliúchán le Leanaí 39

Curaclam* 207 Fealsúnacht Curaclaim 22
Forbairt Curaclaim 27
Cur-i-nGníomh Curaclaim 142
Meastóireacht ar Churaclam 16

Míbhuntáiste 178 Beartas Poiblí a Fhorbairt 42
Aghaidh a Thabhairt ar 
Mhíbhuntáiste le linn na 
mBlianta Luatha 26
Tionscnaimh Áitiúla agus 
Phobail 17
Cláir Scoilbhunaithe 62
Bochtaineacht Leanaí 31

Seirbhísí Móráirimh agus 
Luath-Óige 401 Meastóireachtaí ar 

Sheirbhísí 102
Treoir do Thuismitheoirí 
agus Soláthraithe COLO 24
Beartas agus Soláthar 
Náisiúnta 90
Beartas agus Soláthar 
Áitiúil agus Réigiúnach 46
Pleananna Straitéiseacha 
Coistí Cúraim Leanaí 
Cathrach/Contae 33
Soláthar Scoilbhunaithe 
agus COLO ag Aois Scoile 33
Soláthar Feighlíochta Leanaí 26
Fir i COLO 11
Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta 36

Timpeallachtaí* 21 21

Sláinte agus Sláinte agus Dea-Bhraistint
Leas* 87 Leanaí 36

Cosaint agus Leas Leanaí 51

Féiniúlacht agus Cúram agus Oideachas
Muintearas* 165 Idirchultúrtha 31

Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta 
agus Cleachtais 19
Insealbhú Teanga 9
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Theme No. of Sub-theme No. of
References References

Training and Qualifications 7
Travellers 59
Refugee and Asylum 
Seekers 22
Racism and Anti-racism 12
Gender Issues 6

Interactions* 7 7

Irish Language Status of Irish Language
Education 150 Education 22

Legislation and Practice 
Guidelines 39
Language and Literacy 
Acquisition 42
Immersion Education 15
Parents and Families 9
Curriculum and Assessment 9
Infant Classes of Primary 
Schools 14

Legislation and ECCE Legislation and 
Regulation* 63 Regulation 35

Related Legislation and 
Regulation 28

Organisation* 51 Establishing and Managing 
an ECCE Setting 27
Recruitment and Staff 
Support 12
Policies and Procedures 12

Parents and Partnership and
Families* 170 Participation 37

Parental and Family 
Supports 80
Parental Guidance and 
Training 39
Work-life Balance 14

Planning and 
Evaluation* 32 32

Play* 43 43

Professional Training and Education 44
Practice* 144 Qualifications and Practice 47

Continuing Professional 
Development 20
Guidelines and Supports 
for Practitioners 23
International Perspectives 10

Quality 113 Quality – Developing Policy 37
Quality – Developing 
Practice 16
Quality Assurance/ 
Improvement Programmes 30
Defining Quality 6
Assessing Quality 15
Supporting Quality 9

Research 47 Research Methodologies 15
Researching with Children 17
Research Resources 15

Rights of the Children’s Rights –
Child* 59 Policy and Practice 48

Children’s Voices and 
Participation 11

Special Needs 191 Policy Development and 
Legislation 32
Inclusion and Integration 17
Educational Intervention 47
School-based Initiatives 42
Physical and Sensory 
Disability 20
Intellectual Disability 33

Transitions* 5 5

Total** 2,427 2,427
* Themes marked with an asterix are the sixteen national Standards

of Síolta.
**Once again, the total number of pieces of research is greater than

the number of individual pieces collected, as a number of
publications necessitated inclusion in two or more themes.

Téama Líon na Fo-Théama Líon na 
dTagairtí dTagairtí

Oiliúint agus Cáilíochtaí 7
An Lucht Siúil 59
Teifigh agus an Lucht 
Iarrtha Tearmainn 22
Ciníochas agus Frith-
Chiníochas 12
Saincheisteanna Inscne 6

Idirghníomhartha* 7 7

Oideachas trí Stádas an Oideachais
Ghaeilge 150 trí Ghaeilge 22

Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta 
agus Cleachtais 39
Insealbhú Teanga agus
Litearthachta 42
Tumoideachas 15
Tuismitheoirí agus 
Teaghlaigh 9
Curaclam agus Measúnacht 9
Ranganna Naíonán i
mBunscoileanna 14

Reachtaíocht Reachtaíocht agus Rialú
agus Rialú* 63 COLO 35

Reachtaíocht agus Rialú
Bainteach 28

Eagrú* 51 Bunú agus Bainistiú Suímh
COLO 27

Earcaíocht agus Tacaíocht 
Foirne 12

Beartais agus Nósanna 
Imeachta 12

Tuismitheoirí agus Comhpháirtíocht agus
Teaghlaigh* 170 Rannpháirteachas 37

Tacaí Tuismitheora agus 
Teaghlaigh 80
Treoir agus Oiliúint do 
Thuismitheoirí 39
Cobhsaíocht Saoil-Oibre 14

Pleanáil agus 
Meastóireacht* 32 32

Súgradh* 43 43

Cleachtas 144 Oiliúint agus Oideachas 44
Gairmiúil* Cáilíochtaí agus Cleachtas 47

Forbairt Ghairmiúil 
Leanúnach 20
Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do
Chleachtóirí 23
Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta 10

Cáilíocht 113 Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt 
Beartais 37
Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt 
Cleachtais 16
Clár Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe 
Cáilíochta 30
Cáilíocht a Shainmhíniú 6
Cáilíocht a Mheas 15
Ag Tacú le Cáilíocht 9

Taighde 47 Modheolaíochtaí Taighde 15
Taighde a Dhéanamh le 
Leanaí 17
Acmhainní Taighde 15

Cearta an Cearta Leanaí – Beartas
Pháiste* 59 agus Cleachtas 48

Glóir agus 
Rannpháirteachas Leanaí 11

Riachtanais Forbairt Beartais agus
Speisialta 191 Reachtaíocht 32

Cuimsitheacht agus 
Comhtháthú 17
Idirghabháil Oideachais 47
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Table 4 provides a detailed break-down of the
year of publication of the 1,820 references
contained within this Second Edition of the
Audit of Research. As is evident from the table,
there has been a continuing increase in the
quantity of research conducted in Ireland
relating to ECCE in the last sixteen years. It is
immediately apparent that there was a
significant lack of publications until the late
1990s, with only 354 references relating to the
eight year period 1990 to 1997, or an average of
44 publications annually. The most recent eight
year period 1999-2006 has witnessed a huge
increase, represented by 1,358 publications or
an annual average of 170. 

Table 4 – Year of Publication of the References
contained within the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research, 1990-2006

Year of Publication Number of References

19893 1

1990 28

1991 20

1992 31

1993 31

1994 44

1995 59

1996 63

1997 78

1998 105

1999 116

2000 179

2001 126

2002 191

2003 175

2004 186

2005 180

2006 205

N.d. 2

Total 1,820

Table 5 documents the nature of the research
conducted in Ireland over the past sixteen years.
All of these categories increased significantly in
recent years with the growth in research activity
in general. The largest category relates to
reports by non-government agencies, many of
which are funded by a range of government
departments. Increased activity in postgraduate
studies is evidenced by the large number of
theses produced, while the number of
conference presentations is increasing in
tandem with the number of fora for the
presentation and discussion of research material.
The miscellaneous category incorporates a
number of annual reports, resource packs,
videos and unpublished research material.

Téama Líon na Fo-Théama Líon na 
dTagairtí dTagairtí

Tionscnaimh 
Scoilbhunaithe 42
Míchumas Fisiciúil agus 
Céadfach 20
Míchumas Intleachtúil 33

Aistrithe* 5 5

Iomlán** 2,427 2,427

* Is sé Chaighdeán déag Síolta iad na téamaí a bhfuil réiltín in aice
leo.

** Arís, tá líon iomlán na bpíosaí taighde níos mó ná líon iomlán na
bpíosaí aonair a bailíodh, mar ba ghá roinnt foilseachán a chuimsiú
faoi dhá théama nó níos mó.

Tugann Tábla 4 miondealú mionchruinn de
bhlianta foilsithe an 1,820 tagairt a chuimsítear
sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde. Mar is
léir ón tábla, tá méadú leanúnach tagtha ar
mhéid an taighde maidir le COLO déanta in
Éirinn le sé bliana déag anuas. Is léir láithreach
go raibh easpa suntasach foilseachán ann go dtí
deireadh na 1990í, le 354 tagairt san iomlán ag
baint leis an tréimhse ocht mbliana ó 1990 go
1997, nó 44 foilseachán in aghaidh na bliana ar
an meán.  Tharla méadú ollmhór le linn na
tréimhse ocht mbliana is déanaí ó 1999-2006,
mar a léiríonn an 1,358 foilseachán nó 170
foilseachán in aghaidh na bliana ar an meán.

Tábla 4 – Bliain Foilsithe na dTagairtí cuimsithe
sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde, 1990-
2006

Bliain Foilsithe Líon na dTagairtí

19893 1

1990 28

1991 20

1992 31

1993 31

1994 44

1995 59

1996 63

1997 78

1998 105

1999 116

2000 179

2001 126

2002 191

2003 175

2004 186

2005 180

2006 205

N.d. 2

Iomlán 1,820

Déanann Tábla 5 cur síos ar chineál an taighde a
rinneadh in Éirinn le sé bliana déag anuas.
Tháinig méadú suntasach sna catagóirí uile sin le
blianta beaga anuas leis an mborradh tagtha ar
ghníomhaíocht taighde ghinearálta. Baineann
an chatagóir is mó le tuarascálacha déanta ag
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3 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was
published in 1989 and ratified by Ireland in 1992. It is included here
considering it was a seminal policy document and impacted greatly
on subsequent policy and practice in Ireland.

3 Foilsíodh Coinbhinsiún na Náisiún Aontaithe ar Chearta an Linbh i
1989 agus dhaingnigh Éire é i 1992. Cuimsíodh anseo é toisc gur
cháipéis bheartais ríthábhachtach é a raibh tionchar mór aige ar
bheartas agus cleachtas in Éirinn.
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Table 5 – Nature of the Research Undertaken,
1990-2006

Nature of the Research Number of References

Books 92

Chapters in Books 124

Conference Presentations 191

Government Publications 159

Non-government Agency Reports 743

Papers in Conference Proceedings 139

Periodical Articles 147

Postgraduate Theses 144

Submissions 30

Miscellaneous 51

Total 1,820

Gaps Within the Existing Research and
Recommendations for the Future
Undoubtedly, the identification of research gaps
in the initial Audit in 2003 focused researchers
on previously under-researched themes and it is
envisaged that recommendations from this
Second Edition will have a similarly positive
effect. Based on an analysis of the findings of
the Second Edition, a number of trends are
evident:

• There has been a huge upsurge in the
undertaking and publication of research
pertaining to ECCE between mid-2003 and
2006. This is proven by the fact that while
the thirteen-and-a-half-year period from
1990 to mid-2003 yielded 1,082 pieces of
research, the three-and-a-half-year period
from mid-2003 to 2006 witnessed the
production of 738. This corresponds to an
average of 80 research publications per
annum between 1990 and mid-2003
compared with 211 per annum between
2003 and 2006.

• One of the main gaps in the research
identified in 2003 related to the theme of
quality in the Irish context. Great strides to
address this deficiency have been made in
the interim with 113 publications relating
specifically to this theme. Moreover, Síolta,
the National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education has been developed
and published (CECDE, 2006a) and is
informing policy and practice relating to
quality at a national level.

• Many of the themes that are immediately
comparable between the initial Audit (1990-
2003) and the Second Edition (1990-2006)
show a huge upsurge in the number of
publications in the past three years, as
illustrated in Table 6. It is also important to
keep in mind that many individual
publications in the initial Audit may have

gníomhaireachtaí neamhrialtais, go leor acu
maoinithe ag raon rann rialtais. Tá an
ghníomhaíocht mhéadaithe i staidéar iarchéime
soiléir ón líon mór tráchtas a táirgeadh, agus tá
líon na láithreoireachtaí comhdhála ag dul i
méid ar aon dul leis na fóraim ar fáil chun ábhar
taighde a chur i láthair agus a phlé. Cuimsíonn
an chatagóir ilghnéitheach roinnt tuarascálacha
bliantúla, pacáistí acmhainne, fístéipeanna agus
ábhair thaighde neamhfhoilsithe.

Tábla 5 – Cineál an Taighde a Rinneadh, 1990-
2006

Cineál an Taighde Líon na dTagairtí

Leabhair 92

Caibidlí i Leabhair 124

Láithreoireachtaí Comhdhála 191

Foilseacháin Rialtais 159

Tuarascálacha Gníomhaireachtaí Neamhrialtais 743

Páipéir in Imeachtaí Comhdhála 139

Ailt ó Thréimhseacháin 147

Tráchtais Iarchéime 144

Aighnis 30

Ilghnéitheach 51

Iomlán 1,820

Bearnaí sa Taighde Reatha agus Moltaí don
Todhchaí
Gan amhras, trí mheán bearnaí taighde a aithint
san Iniúchadh tosaigh i 2003, cuidíodh le
taighdeoirí díriú ar théamaí nach raibh a
ndóthain taighde déanta orthu, agus táthar ag
súil go mbeidh tionchar chomh dearfach céanna
ag moltaí an Dara hEagrán seo. Bunaithe ar
anailís ar thorthaí an Dara hEagrán, tá roinnt
treochtaí le feiceáil:

• Tháinig borradh ollmhór ar líon an taighde a
bhain le COLO a rinneadh agus a foilsíodh
idir lár 2003 agus 2006. Is léir sin mar cé nach
raibh ach 1,082 píosa taighde déanta le linn
na tréimhse trí bliana déag go leith ó 1990
go dtí lár 2003, táirgeadh 738 píosa taighde
le linn na tréimhse trí bliana go leith ó lár
2003 go dtí 2006. Is ionann é sin agus 80
foilseachán taighde in aghaidh na bliana ar
an meán idir 1990 agus lár 2003, i
gcomparáid le 211 in aghaidh na bliana idir
2003 agus 2006.

• Bhain ceann de na bearnaí is mó sa taighde a
aithníodh i 2003 le téama na cáilíochta i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. Tá dul chun cinn
mór déanta idir an dá linn chun aghaidh a
thabhairt ar an easpa sin, le 113 foilseachán
anois a bhaineann go sonrach leis an téama
sin. Chomh maith leis sin, forbraíodh agus
foilsíodh Síolta, an Chreatlach Náisiúnta
Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na Luath-Óige
(CECDE, 2006a) agus tá sé ag tabhairt
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been assigned new, more appropriate
themes, in the extended range of themes
used for classification in 2006.

Table 6 – Comparison of Themes from the
Initial Audit of Research (CECDE, 2003a) and
the Second Edition of the Audit of Research

Theme 1990-2003 1990-2006 2003-2006

Cultural Diversity* 119 165 46

Curriculum 89 207 118

Disadvantage 128 178 50

Early Childhood Services 345 401 56

Parents and Families 112 170 58

Quality 59 113 54

Special Needs 123 191 68

Staffing, Training and 
Qualifications** 77 144 67

* This has been renamed Identity and Belonging
** This has now been renamed Professional Practice.

• The theme of Communication, one of the
national Standards in Síolta, is particularly
underrepresented with only one specific
reference. This is surprising considering the
essential nature of communication as a two-
way process in multiple contexts, including
between the home and the ECCE setting,
between staff and management and
between staff and children. While a number
of other publications contain some
information relating to communication,
further focused research on the way in
which information on children is gathered,
stored and shared within settings and in the
wider context would be of great benefit to
the ECCE sector. 

• A number of other themes within this
Second Edition contain a surprisingly low
number of publications, including
Community Involvement (23), Environments
(21), Interactions (7), Planning and
Evaluation (32) and Transitions (5). These
themes relate to a number of Standards
within Síolta and indigenous research is
necessary to inform the implementation of
these Standards in practice in Ireland. It is
important to remember that many other
research publications relate to these themes
in some way, without being the principal
focus of their work. However, it is necessary
to prioritise such themes in future research
strategies and plans within the sector
considering their critical importance in the
achievement of quality practice in ECCE
settings. The CECDE has recently published
Síolta Workshop Materials4, including
detailed Digests of Research on each of the
sixteen national Standards. In the main,
these draw on international literature.

treorach do bheartas agus do chleachtas a
bhaineann le cáilíocht ar leibhéal náisiúnta.

• I gcás go leor téamaí ar féidir comparáid
éasca a dhéanamh ina leith idir an chéad
Iniúchadh (1990-2003) agus an Dara hEagrán
(1990-2006), tá borradh mór tagtha ar líon
na bhfoilseachán lena mbaineann le trí
bliana anuas, mar a léirítear i dTábla 6.
B’fhiú a chuimhneamh freisin gur sannadh
téamaí nua, níos cuí, do go leor foilseachán
san Iniúchadh tosaigh faoin raon leathnaithe
téamaí a úsáideadh do rangú i 2006.

Tábla 6 – Comparáid idir Téamaí san Iniúchadh
Taighde Tosaigh (CECDE, 2003a) agus sa Dara
hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde

Téama 1990-2003 1990-2006 2003-2006

Éagsúlacht Chultúir* 119 165 46

Curaclam 89 207 118

Míbhuntáiste 128 178 50

Seirbhísí Luath-Óige 345 401 56

Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlaigh 112 170 58

Cáilíocht 59 113 54

Riachtanais Speisialta 123 191 68

Foireann, Oiliúint agus 
Cáilíochtaí** 77 144 67

* Anois tugtar Féiniúlacht agus Muintearas air seo.
** Anois tugtar Cleachtas Gairmiúil air seo.

• Níl a dhóthain ionadaíochta déanta ar
théama na Cumarsáide, ceann de
Chaighdeáin Náisiúnta Síolta mar níl ach
tagairt shonrach amháin dó. Is cúis iontais é
sin toisc nádúr riachtanach na cumarsáide
mar phróiseas débhealaigh in iomaí
comhthéacsanna, lena n-áirítear idir an baile
agus an suíomh COLO, idir an fhoireann agus
an bhainistíocht agus idir an fhoireann agus
na leanaí. Cé go bhfuil roinnt faisnéise faoin
gcumarsáid san áireamh i roinnt foilseachán
eile, bhainfeadh an earnáil COLO tairbhe
mhór as taighde breise dírithe ar an
mbealach ina mbailítear, stóráiltear agus
roinntear faisnéis faoi leanaí laistigh de
shuímh agus sa chomhthéacs níos leithne. 

• Is cúis iontais freisin an líon íseal foilseachán i
roinnt téamaí eile sa Dara hEagrán, lena n-
áirítear Rannpháirtíocht an Phobail (23),
Timpeallachtaí (21), Idirghníomhartha (7),
Pleanáil agus Meastóireacht (32) agus
Aistrithe (5). Baineann na téamaí sin le
roinnt Caighdeán laistigh de Síolta agus ní
mór taighde dúchasach a dhéanamh chun
treoir a thabhairt do chur i ngníomh na
gCaighdeán sin i gcleachtas in Éirinn. Tá sé
tábhachtach cuimhneamh go mbaineann go
leor foilseachán taighde eile leis na téamaí
sin ar bhealach éigin, gan na téamaí sin a
bheith mar phríomhfhócas a gcuid saothair.
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4 Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2007).
Síolta Workshop Materials. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education.
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However, they do offer valuable insights for
the Irish research community considering
research under these themes.

• As identified in 2003, there is a distinct
absence of a critical mass of longitudinal
research relating to ECCE in Ireland. The
commencement of the national longitudinal
study on children, Growing Up in Ireland, is
a welcome development in this regard and
this must be complemented by additional
longitudinal research focusing on specific
aspects of ECCE provision in Ireland.

• Children’s rights, whilst attracting much
attention heretofore, has focused on
making the case for recognition and
respecting these rights. With national and
international legislation beginning to
influence practice, research into the nature
of the impact would be useful. 

• The issue of Professional Practice in ECCE is
one which is beginning to attract national
policy attention and again would benefit
from research in the Irish context. In
particular, the issue of leadership is of
importance for the future development of
the sector in all its dimensions. 

• Additional areas that merit specific
attention can be identified from the
thematic analysis contained in the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research. These
include researching:

– Children’s experiences and perceptions of
growing up in Ireland, especially children of
newcomer families and children with
disabilities;

– International comparative studies which
reflect on current policy and practice in
Ireland and in other jurisdictions would be
useful to update existing studies which in
the main pre-date 2000; 

– Exploring the compatibility of policy and
practice in Northern Ireland, given the new
political developments, would also be
worthy of attention. 

Despite the demonstrated and dramatic increase
in research activity in the ECCE sector in Ireland
in the period 2003 – 2006, it is important that
this dynamism is sustained and expanded in
order to support continued development of
EECE provision and practice in Ireland into the
future. We must continue to be committed to
developing an indigenous evidence base that is
embedded in the realities of Irish culture,
economy and society. We must encourage the
involvement of practitioners in research activity
and inspire funding agencies and policy
developers to invest substantially in research

Mar sin féin, tá sé riachtanach tosaíocht a
thabhairt do théamaí dá leithéid i straitéisí
agus pleananna taighde laistigh den earnáil
don todhchaí mar gheall ar an tábhacht
ollmhór a bhaineann leo chun sár-chleachtas
a bhaint amach i suímh COLO.  Le deireanas,
d’fhoilsigh an CECDE Ábhair do Cheardlanna
Síolta4, a raibh Achoimrí Taighde
mionchruinne faoi gach ceann de na sé
Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag san áireamh ann.
Den chuid is mó, baineann siad úsáid as
ábhar idirnáisiúnta. Mar sin féin, is léargais
luachmhara iad do bhaill phobal taighde na
hÉireann atá ag machnamh faoi thaighde a
dhéanamh ar na téamaí sin.

• Mar a aithníodh i 2003, tá easpa soiléir maidir
le mais chriticiúil thaighde fadaimseartha faoi
COLO in Éirinn. Cuirtear fáilte, mar sin, leis an
tús a cuireadh leis an staidéar náisiúnta
fadaimseartha ar leanaí, Growing Up in
Ireland, agus ní mór tacú leis trí thaighde
fadaimseartha eile a dhéanamh ar ghnéithe
sonracha an tsoláthair COLO in Éirinn. 

• Cé gur tugadh aghaidh ar chearta leanaí go
dtí seo, bhain an obair le fianaise a thabhairt
chun a mhíniú gur chóir na cearta sin a
aithint agus meas a thabhairt dóibh. Agus
reachtaíocht náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta ag
dul i gcion ar an gcleachtas anois, bheadh
taighde ar chineál an tionchair sin úsáideach. 

• Tá an beartas náisiúnta ag tabhairt aghaidhe
anois ar shaincheist an Chleachtais Ghairmiúil
i COLO, agus bhainfeadh tairbhe le taighde
déanta air i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann.  Go
háirithe, tá saincheist na ceannaireachta
tábhachtach d’fhorbairt ghnéithe uile na
hearnála sa todhchaí. 

• Féadtar réimsí eile ar fiú aird ar leith a
thabhairt orthu a aithint ón anailís théamach
a chuimsítear sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde. Áirítear orthu sin taighde a
dhéanamh ar na nithe seo a leanas:

– Taithí agus peirspictíochtaí leanaí ag fás
suas in Éirinn, go háirithe leanaí teaghlach
nua-thagtha agus leanaí faoi mhíchumas;

– Bheadh staidéir chomparáideacha
idirnáisiúnta a léiríonn beartas agus
cleachtas reatha in Éirinn agus i ndlínsí eile
úsáideach chun staidéir reatha, a bhaineann
leis an tréimhse roimh 2000 den chuid is mó
de, a nuashonrú;

– B’fhiú staidéar a dhéanamh freisin ar
chomhoiriúnacht an bheartais agus an
chleachtais i dTuaisceart Éireann, i
bhfianaise na bhforbairtí polaitiúla nua. 

In ainneoin an mhéadaithe dhrámata léirithe ar
ghníomhaíocht taighde san earnáil COLO in

4 An Lárionad um Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na Luath-Óige (2007).
Ábhair do Cheardlanna Síolta. Baile Átha Cliath: An Lárionad um
Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na Luath-Óige.
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activity in the ECCE sector. The creation of a
vibrant, active research community is a necessary
prerequisite for the achievement of a strong
early childhood care and education sector that
can respond effectively to the demands of
children and families into the future.

Online Searchable Research Database
The online searchable research database on the
CECDE website, www.cecde.ie, has proven to be
very popular in recent years, most notably
among researchers, policymakers and students.
Each of the 1,820 publications is included in this
database and publications can be located based
on a number of search criteria, including author,
title or research theme. In this way, it will be
accessible to as wide a range of stakeholders as
possible. Many of the publications listed in the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research are
available within the CECDE Resource library (an
online catalogue of library holdings can also be
viewed on the CECDE website) and can be
consulted on request. 

Conclusion
It is evident from the analysis of research
conducted in Ireland between 1990 and 2006
that the ECCE research community has much to
feel proud about, considering the context of a
fledgling sector that has been traditionally
under-funded and under-resourced. The impact
of increased investment in ECCE services in
Ireland is mirrored in the quality and quantity of
research that has been produced in recent years,
most notably since 2003. However, there is no
room for complacency as many research gaps
still exist in the Irish context and there is a
continuous need for ongoing current research
to inform policy and practice. Furthermore, the
dissemination and sharing of research is of
critical importance so that by impacting
positively on practice, it can ultimately benefit
our youngest children.

Éirinn le linn na tréimhse 2003 – 2006, tá sé
tábhachtach an dinimiceas sin a choinneáil agus
a leathnú chun tacú le forbairt leanúnach an
tsoláthair agus an chleachtais COLO in Éirinn sa
todhchaí.  Ní mór dúinn a bheith tiomanta do
bhonn fianaise baile a fhorbairt atá bunaithe ar
réaltachtaí chultúr, gheilleagar agus shochaí na
hÉireann. Ní mór dúinn rannpháirteachas
cleachtóirí i ngníomhaíocht taighde a spreagadh
agus gníomhaireachtaí maoinithe agus forbróirí
beartais a mholadh le hinfheistíocht
shubstainteach a dhéanamh i dtaighde san
earnáil COLO. Ní mór pobal taighde bríomhar
gníomhach a chruthú sular féidir earnáil láidir
um chúram agus oideachas na luath-óige a chur
ar fáil ar féidir léi freagairt go héifeachtúil
d'éilimh leanaí agus teaghlach sa todhchaí.

Bunachar Sonraí Taighde Inchuardaithe ar Líne
Bhí an-tóir ar an bunachar sonraí taighde
inchuardaithe ar líne ar láithreán gréasáin an
CECDE, www.cecde.ie, le blianta beaga anuas,
go háirithe ó thaighdeoirí, déantóirí beartais
agus mic léinn. Tá gach ceann den 1,820
foilseachán san áireamh sa bhunachar sonraí,
agus féadtar teacht ar fhoilseacháin le cabhair
roinnt critéar cuardaithe, lena n-áirítear an t-
údar, an teideal nó téama an taighde. Mar sin,
beidh an líon is mó páirtithe leasmhara is féidir
in ann leas a bhaint as. Tá a lán de na
foilseacháin a liostaítear sa Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde ar fáil laistigh de
Leabharlann Acmhainne an CECDE (féadtar
catalóg ar líne den stoc leabharlainne a fheiceáil
ar láithreán gréasáin an CECDE freisin) agus
féadtar dul i gcomhairle leo ar iarratas. 

Conclúid
Is léir ón anailís ar thaighde a rinneadh in Éirinn
idir 1990 agus 2006 gur féidir leis an bpobal
taighde COLO a bheith an-bhródúil as féin, go
háirithe i gcomhthéacs earnála nua nár tugadh
go leor maoinithe ná acmhainní di go
traidisiúnta. Léiríonn cáilíocht agus cainníocht
an taighde a táirgeadh le blianta beaga anuas,
go háirithe ó 2003, tionchar na hinfheistíochta
méadaithe i seirbhísí COLO in Éirinn. Mar sin
féin, ní féidir a bheith bogásach mar tá go leor
bearnaí taighde i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann fós
agus tá gá leanúnach le taighde reatha chun
treoir a thabhairt do bheartas agus cleachtas. Le
cois sin, tá sé ríthábhachtach taighde a
scaipeadh agus a roinnt ionas go mbainfidh ár
leanaí is óige tairbhe as an tionchar dearfach a
bheidh aige ar an gcleachtas.
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Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2005c). Early Childhood in Ireland – Evidence
and Perspectives. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2006b). Review Document. (Unpublished).

Coolahan, J. (2006). The Changing Context for Early Years Learning (in) Irish National Teachers’
Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative
Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 105-114.

Childhood and Society

The wider societal context in which policy is
developed and services operate has a major
impact on the development of ECCE policy in
Ireland. This theme helps to locate the policy,
practice and research contexts for ECCE in
Ireland within the wider national and
international arena. 

The theme Childhood and Society contains 114
publications between the period 1990 and 2006.
Following a process of thematic analysis, these
publications have been further divided into five
sub-themes, namely:

• Historical Perspectives [22]

• Government Policy and Reports [25]

• Sociological Perspectives [59]

• Economic Perspectives [5]

• International Perspectives [3]

Historical Perspectives

Historical Perspectives provide an insight into the
evolution and development of policy and
practice in Ireland, allowing an understanding of
the various traditions and philosophies that
underpin ECCE in Ireland in contemporary times.
The CECDE (2005c; 2006b) produced a thematic
review of child development and learning in
Ireland, from both a historical and contemporary
perspective. The publications included reflect the
traditional historical divides of care and
education that have characterised the sector in
Ireland, focusing on both formal (Coolahan,
2006; Harris et al., 2006; Kelleher, 1991; Morgan,
2002; O’Connor, 2004; 2005; 2006; Sugrue, 1990;
Walsh, 2005c; 2006a) and informal provision
(Kiernan and Walsh, 2004). Other publications
provide specific insights into the evolving nature
of the conceptualisation of childhood in Ireland,
which has had a definite impact on the way in
which we care for and educate our youngest
children (Dunne and Kelly, 2002; Walsh, 2004;
2005b). Kenny (2001) focused on the historical
evolution of Traveller childhood in Ireland, while
Matthews (1996) and McCormack (1997)
documented the experiences of children with
special needs.

Leanbaíocht agus an
tSochaí

Bíonn tionchar mór ag comhthéacs níos leithne na
sochaí ina bhforbraítear beartas agus ina
bhfeidhmíonn seirbhísí ar fhorbairt bheartas COLO
in Éirinn. Le cabhair an téama seo, féadtar na
comhthéacsanna beartais, cleachtais agus taighde do
COLO in Éirinn a aithint laistigh den chomhthéacs
níos leithne náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta.

Cuimsíonn an téama Leanbaíocht agus an tSochaí
114 foilseachán sa tréimhse ó 1990 go 2006. I
ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, roinneadh na foilseacháin
sin i gcúig fho-théama, mar seo a leanas:

• Peirspictíochtaí Stairiúla [22]

• Beartas agus Tuarascálacha Rialtais [25]

• Peirspictíochtaí Socheolaíocha [59]

• Peirspictíochtaí Eacnamaíocha [5]

• Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta [3]

Peirspictíochtaí Stairiúla

Tugann Peirspictíochtaí Stairiúla léargas ar
éabhlóid agus forbairt beartais agus cleachtais in
Éirinn, rud a chabhraíonn le tuiscint a fháil ar na
traidisiúin agus fealsúnachtaí a thacaíonn le COLO
in Éirinn chomhaimseartha. Tháirg an CECDE
(2005c; 2006b) athbhreithniú téamach ar fhorbairt
agus foghlaim leanaí in Éirinn ó pheirspictíocht
stairiúil agus chomhaimseartha araon. Léiríonn na
foilseacháin a cuimsíodh na deighiltí traidisiúnta
stairiúla idir cúram agus oideachas atá mar ghné
na hearnála in Éirinn, le fócas ar sholáthar
foirmiúil (Coolahan, 2006; Harris et al., 2006;
Kelleher, 1991; Morgan, 2002; O’Connor, 2004;
2005; 2006; Sugrue, 1990; Walsh, 2005c; 2006a)
agus neamhfhoirmiúil (Kiernan agus Walsh, 2004)
araon. Tugann foilseacháin eile léargais shonracha
ar nádúr forbarthach choincheap na leanbaíochta
in Éirinn, a raibh tionchar aige, gan amhras, ar an
mbealach ar a dtugaimid cúram agus ar a
gcuirimid oideachas ar ár leanaí is óige (Dunne
agus Kelly, 2002; Walsh, 2004; 2005b). Dhírigh
Kenny (2001) ar éabhlóid stairiúil leanbaíocht an
Luchta Siúil in Éirinn, agus rinne Matthews (1996)
agus McCormack (1997) cur síos ar thaithí leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta.
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Dunne, J. and Kelly, J. (2002). Changing Perspectives on Childhood (in) Dunne, J. and Kelly, J. (Eds.) (2002).
Childhood and its Discontents – The First Seamus Heaney Lectures. Dublin: The Liffey Press, pp. 1-30.

Ferriter, D. (2002). Suffer Little Children? The Historical Validity of Memoirs of Irish Childhood (in)
Dunne, J. and Kelly, J. (Eds.) (2002). Childhood and its Discontents – The First Seamus Heaney Lectures.
Dublin: The Liffey Press, pp. 69-106.

Harris, J., Forde, P., Archer, P., Nic Fhearaile, S. and O’Gorman, M. (2006). Irish in Primary Schools – Long-
term National Trends in Achievement. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Kelleher, A. (1991). Infant Education and the 1971 Curriculum. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Kennedy, F. (2001). Cottage to Crèche: Family Change in Ireland. Dublin: The Institute of Public Administration.

Kenny, M. (2001). Traveller Childhood in Ireland (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S.
(Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin: Oak
Tree Press, pp. 229-248.

Kernan, M. (2004). Pedagogical Practices in the Civics Institute of Ireland Playgrounds 1933 to 1976 (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 174-191.

Kiernan, G. and Walsh, T. (2004). The Changing Nature of Early Childhood Care and Education. Irish
Educational Studies, Volume 23, No. 2, Autumn 2004, pp. 1-18.

Matthews, P. (1996). The Irish Deaf Community, Volume 1: History of Education, Language and Culture.
Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

McCormack, B. (1997). Analysis of Development of Disability Services in Ireland. The Local Support
Service. Dublin: St. Michael’s House.

Morgan, M. (2002). Too Much Knowledge...Too Much Fear – Curricular Developments in Irish Primary
Schools (in) Dunne, J. and Kelly, J. (Eds.) (2002). Childhood and its Discontents – The First Seamus
Heaney Lectures. Dublin: Liffey Press, pp. 107-121. 

O’Connor, M. (2004). The Theories on Infant Pedagogy of Dr. Timothy Corcoran, Professor of Education,
University College, Dublin. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 23, No. 1, Spring/ Summer 2004, pp. 35-47.

O’Connor, M. (2005). The Politics of Early Childhood Reform in Ireland: Identifying Epochs and Eras.
Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging,
Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

O’Connor, M. (2006). An Interpretation of Froebelian Theory and Practice in Ireland in the Late
Nineteenth Century. Presentation at the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference,
Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Sugrue, C. (1990). Child-centred Education in Ireland since 1971. Oideas, Volume 35, pp. 5-21.

Walsh, T. (2004). Historical Overview of Conceptualisation of Childhood. Paper presented at Voices and
Images of Childhood and Adolescence: Rethinking Young People’s Identities Conference, St. Patrick’s
College, October 2004.

Walsh, T. (2005b). Constructions of Childhood in Ireland in the Twentieth Century – A View from the
Primary School Curriculum 1900-1999. Child Care in Practice, Volume 11, No. 2, pp. 253-269.

Walsh, T. (2005c). The Revised Programme of Instruction, 1900-1922. Paper presented at the Educational
Studies Association of Ireland Annual Conference, University College Cork, April 2005.

Walsh, T. (2006a). A Critical Analysis of Curricular Policy in Irish Primary Schools, 1897-1990. Ph.D Thesis.
Kildare: National University of Ireland Maynooth.
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Central Statistics Office (1999). Population and Labour Force Projections 2000-2031. Cork: Central
Statistics Office.

Central Statistics Office (2002). Quarterly National Household Survey, Second Quarter 2002. Dublin:
Central Statistics Office.

Coolahan, J. (Ed.) (1994). Report of the National Education Convention Secretariat. Dublin: National
Education Convention Secretariat.

Coolahan, J. (Ed.) (1998). Report on the National Forum for Early Childhood Education. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (1996). Delivering Better Government. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (1997). An Action Programme for the Millennium. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (1998). Implementation of the Integrated Services Project. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (2002a). Programme for Prosperity and Fairness. Eight Year Progress
Report. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (2002b). An Agreed Programme for Government Between Fianna Fáil and
the Progressive Democrats. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (2006). Towards 2016 - Ten-Year Framework Social Partnership Agreement
2006-2015. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government Policy and Reports

At a national level, a large number of
Government Policy and Reports has been
produced relating to ECCE in Ireland since 1990.
The reports of two national conventions and
fora on education (Coolahan, 1994; 1998) have
been instrumental in informing policy
development at a national level. The
Department of Education publications (1990;
1992a; 1995) provide insights into policy and
provision in the early 1990s and marked a new
era of policy development in Irish education. A
number of government publications relate
directly to ECCE provision (DES, 1999a; DJELR,
1999c; OECD, 2004a; 2004b), while others
provide an analysis of the wider societal context
in which early years services operate (Central
Statistics Office, 1999; 2002; Department of
Finance, 2000). It is heartening to note that
education, and specifically ECCE, has formed an
integral part of all national partnership
agreements (Department of An Taoiseach, 1996;
1997; 2002a; 2002b; Government of Ireland,
1993b; 1994; 1996; 1999) and this has remained
a focus within the most recent, Towards 2016
(Department of An Taoiseach, 2006). The recent
publication, State of the Nation’s Children (OMC
and DHC, 2006), provides an overview of
childhood in Ireland in contemporary times and
will act as an important repository of
knowledge into the future.

Beartas agus Tuarascálacha Rialtais

Ag leibhéal náisiúnta, táirgeadh líon mór
Beartais agus Tuarascálacha Rialtais a bhaineann
le COLO in Éirinn ó 1990. Chabhraigh
tuarascálacha ó dhá choinbhinsiún náisiúnta
agus fóraim faoi oideachas (Coolahan,
1994;1998) le treoir a thabhairt d’fhorbairt an
bheartais ar leibhéal náisiúnta. Tugann
foilseacháin na Roinne Oideachais (1990; 1992a;
1995) léargais ar bheartas agus soláthar sna
1990í luatha agus is comhartha iad de ré nua
d'fhorbairt beartais in oideachas na hÉireann.
Baineann roinnt foilseachán rialtais go sonrach
le soláthar COLO (DES, 1999a; DJELR, 1999c;
OECD, 2004a; 2004b) agus tugann roinnt eile
anailís ar chomhthéacs níos leithne na sochaí ina
bhfeidhmíonn seirbhísí na mblianta luatha (An
Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh, 1999; 2002; An Roinn
Airgeadais, 2000). Is cúis áthais a fheiceáil go
raibh an t-oideachas, agus COLO go sonrach,
mar chuid lárnach de na comhaontuithe
comhpháirtíochta náisiúnta uile (Roinn an
Taoisigh, 1996; 1997; 2002a; 2002b; Rialtas na
hÉireann, 1993b; 1994; 1996; 1999) agus bhí sé
mar fhócas sa chomhaontú is déanaí, I dTreo
2016 (Roinn an Taoisigh, 2006) freisin. Tugann
an foilseachán a rinneadh le deireanas, State of
the Nation’s Children (OMC agus DHC, 2006)
forbhreathnú ar leanbaíocht chomhaimseartha
in Éirinn agus beidh sé mar stór tábhachtach
eolais don todhchaí. 
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Sociological Perspectives

The sub-theme of Sociological Perspectives
contains a large number of publications relating
to the wider sociological context for ECCE policy
and provision in Ireland. Clancy (1995; 1996)
focuses in particular on provision for education
within the formal school system. Many of the
publications in this sub-theme provide insights
into the nature of childhood in contemporary
Ireland (Cleary et al., 2001a; 2001b; Dunne and
Kelly, 2002; Greene, 1994; Greene and Moane,
2000; Hayes, 2001b; Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, 1991;
Richardson, 1999), while others focus on aspects
such as children with special needs (Cleary, 2001)
and family formation patterns (Colgan

Department of Education (1990). Report of the Primary Education Review Body. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Education (1992a). Green Paper on Education – Education for a Changing World. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Education (1995). White Paper on Education – Charting Our Educational Future. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999a). Ready to Learn - A White Paper on Early Childhood
Education. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Finance (2000). National Development Plan - Ireland 2000-2006. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1999c). National Childcare Strategy, Report of the
Partnership 2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (1993b). Programme for a Partnership Government. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Government of Ireland (1994). Programme for Competitiveness and Work. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (1996). Partnership 2000 for Inclusion, Employment and Competitiveness. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (1999). Programme for Prosperity and Fairness. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

National Crime Council (2002). Tackling the Underlying Causes of Crime: A Partnership Approach. A
Consultation Paper. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Office of the Minister for Children and Department of Health and Children (2006). State of the Nation’s
Children – Ireland 2006. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1991). Reviews of National Policies for
Education: Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2004a). OECD Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2004b). OECD Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland – Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Peirspictíochtaí Socheolaíocha

Cuimsíonn an fo-théama Peirspictíochtaí
Socheolaíocha líon mór foilseachán a bhaineann
leis an gcomhthéacs socheolaíoch níos leithne do
bheartas agus soláthar COLO in Éirinn. Díríonn
Clancy (1995; 1996) ar an soláthar a dhéantar
d'oideachas laistigh den chóras foirmiúil scoile.
Tugann go leor de na foilseacháin san fho-
théama seo léargais ar nádúr na leanbaíochta in
Éirinn chomhaimseartha (Cleary et al., 2001a;
2001b; Dunne agus Kelly, 2002; Greene, 1994;
Greene agus Moane, 2000; Hayes, 2001b; Nic
Ghiolla Phádraig, 1991; Richardson, 1999), agus
baineann fócas foilseachán eile le gnéithe cosúil
le leanaí le riachtanais speisialta (Cleary, 2001)
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McCarthy, 1995; Fahey, 1995; Fahey and Russell,
2001; Flanagan, 1996; 2001; Kennedy, 2001;
Whelan and Fahey, 1994). A number also
delineate the evolving understanding of the
spirituality of the young child (Douglas, 2004a;
2006d; Horgan and Douglas, 1998; O’Farrell,
2003). Government provision for children in a
social policy context is examined by Hayes (1995;
1996a; 2001a; 2001b) and Richardson (1999),
among others. Doran (2005; 2006) and O’Brien
(2005; 2006) examine the role and impact of
fairy tale literature and cinema on children in
the early years. A textbook for students and
researchers, covering a multiplicity of aspects
relating to ECCE, was prepared and revised by
Hayes (1993a; 1999a; 2005a). Hayes (2006a),
Hayes and Kernan (2003a), Horgan and Douglas
(2002; 2004a) have edited the proceedings from
the annual OMEP conference, which provide a
rich range of articles on all aspects of ECCE in
Ireland.

Chamber of Commerce of Ireland (2001). Labour Force 2001 – Childcare. Dublin: Chamber of Commerce
of Ireland.

Clancy, P. (1995). Education in the Republic of Ireland: The Project of Modernity (in) Clancy, P., Drudy, S.,
Lynch, K. and O’ Dowd, L. (Eds.) (1995). Irish Society – Sociological Perspectives. Dublin: Institute of
Public Administration, pp. 467-494. 

Clancy, P. (1996). Investment in Education: The Equality Perspective. Progress and Possibilities.
Administration, Volume 44, No. 3, pp. 28-41.

Cleary, A. (2001). The Child, the Family and Disability (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin,
S. (Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin:
Oak Tree Press, pp. 145-166. 

Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001a). Understanding Children, Volume 1 -
State, Education and Economy. Dublin: Oak Tree Press.

Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2 –
Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin: Oak Tree Press.

Coffey, P. (1992). Constructing a Childhood: The Law and Children in Modern Ireland. LL. M. Thesis.
Cork: University College Cork.

Colgan McCarthy, I. (Ed.) (1995). Irish Family Studies: Selected Papers. Dublin: Families Studies Centre,
University College Dublin. 

Donnelly, P. (1999). To Be a Child (in) Ward, N. and Dooney, T. (Eds.) (1999). Irish Education for the 21st
Century. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 1-12. 

Doran, R. (2005). A Critical Examination of the Use of Fairy Tale Literature with Pre-primary Children in
Developmentally Appropriate Early Childhood Education and Care Programs (in) Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 62-69.

Doran, R. (2006). The First Face of Cultural Hegemony: The Global Hierarchical Models Young Children
Find in Disney Animated Media (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 362-
374.

agus patrúin um fhoirmiú teaghlaigh (Colgan
McCarthy, 1995; Fahey, 1995; Fahey agus Russell,
2001; Flanagan, 1996; 2001; Kennedy, 2001;
Whelan agus Fahey, 1994). Déileálann roinnt eile
leis an tuiscint atá ag teacht chun cinn ar
spioradáltacht an linbh óig (Douglas, 2004a;
2006d; Horgan agus Douglas, 1998; O’Farrell,
2003). Déanann Hayes (1995; 1996a; 2001a;
2001b) agus Richardson (1999), i measc eile,
staidéar ar sholáthar an Rialtais do leanaí i
gcomhthéacs an bheartais shóisialta. Déanann
Doran (2005; 2006) agus O’Brien (2005; 2006)
scrúdú ar ról agus tionchar litríocht na síscéalta
agus na pictiúrlainne ar leanaí sna blianta
luatha. D’ullmhaigh agus d’athbhreithnigh Hayes
(1993a; 1999a; 2005a) téacsleabhar do mhic léinn
agus taighdeoirí a chlúdaigh go leor gnéithe de
COLO. Rinne Hayes (2006a), Hayes agus Kernan
(2003a), Horgan agus Douglas (2002; 2004a) na
himeachtaí ó chomhdháil bhliantúil OMEP a
eagrú, a chuir raon luachmhar alt ar fáil faoi
gach gné de COLO in Éirinn.
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Douglas, F. (2004a). Gaia - Young Children and their Relationship to the Outside World (in) Horgan, M.
and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 234-254.

Douglas, F. (2006d). The Spirit of the Infant World: Self, Objects and People (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 320-346.

Drudy, S. (1995). Class, Society, Inequality and the Declassed (in) Clancy, P., Drudy, S., Lynch, K. and
O’Dowd, L. (Eds.) (1995). Irish Society – Sociological Perspectives. Dublin: Institute of Public
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Economic Perspectives

A limited number of publications relate to
Economic Perspectives on ECCE in Ireland. These
concern, primarily, an analysis of government
expenditure on children and early childhood
services (Fitzgerald et al., 1999; National
Economic and Social Council, 2005a; 2005b).
Other publications focus more directly on the
economics of individual families of having a
child/ children (Carney et al., 1994). 

Carney, C., Fitzgerald, E., Kiely, G. and Quinn, P. (1994). The Cost of a Child - A Report on the Financial
Cost of Child-rearing in Ireland. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Fahey, T. (1998). Childcare Policy Options (in) Economic and Social Research Institute (Ed.). Budget
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Fitzgerald, J., Kearney, L., Morgenroth, E. and Smyth, D. (1999). National Investment Priorities for the
Period 2000-2006. Economic and Social Research Institute Policy Research Studies No. 33. Dublin:
Economic and Social Research Institute.

Peirspictíochtaí Eacnamaíocha

Baineann líon beag foilseachán le
Peirspictíochtaí Eacnamaíocha ar COLO in Éirinn.
Baineann siad go príomhúil le hanailís ar
chaiteachas an rialtais ar leanaí agus seirbhísí na
luath-óige (Fitzgerald et al., 1999; an
Chomhairle Náisiúnta Eacnamaíoch agus
Sóisialta, 2005a; 2005b) Tá fócas níos dírí ag
foilseacháin eile ar thionchar linbh/leanaí ar
eacnamaíocht teaghlaigh (Carney et al., 1994). 
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National Economic and Social Council (2005a). The Developmental Welfare State (Report No. 113).
Dublin: National Economic and Social Council.

National Economic and Social Council (2005b). NESC Strategy 2006: People, Productivity and Purpose
(Report No. 114). Dublin: National Economic and Social Council.

International Perspectives

Three publications relate directly to
International Perspectives on ECCE within this
theme, but despite the small number, useful
data can be gleaned therein regarding the ECCE
situation in Ireland. These examine provision for
early childhood in Ireland through the lens of
international evidence of policy and practice in
other jurisdictions (Bradshaw and Ditch, 1995;
Hayes, 1996c; Hayes and Hennessy, 1995).

Bradshaw, J. and Ditch, J. (1995). Ireland’s Support for Children in Comparative Context (in) Convery, F.
and McCashin, A. (Eds.) (1995). Reason and Reform – Studies in Social Policy. Dublin: Institute of Public
Administration, pp. 346-374. 

Hayes, N. (1996c). Early Education in Ireland – Towards Collision or Collaboration (in) Childhood
Education: International Perspectives. Oulu (Finland): Finland Association for Childhood Education
International.

Hayes, N. and Hennessy, E. (1995). Preschool Education: The International Perspective. Paper presented
to the Early Start Monitoring Committee, September, 1995.

Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta

Baineann trí fhoilseachán laistigh den téama seo
go sonrach le Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta ar
COLO, ach in ainneoin an líon beag ábhair,
cuireann siad sonraí úsáideacha ar fáil faoi staid
COLO in Éirinn. Déanann siad scrúdú ar an
soláthar don luath-óige in Éirinn i gcomhthéacs
fianaise idirnáisiúnta de bheartas agus cleachtas
i ndlínsí eile (Bradshaw agus Ditch, 1995; Hayes,
1996c; Hayes agus Hennessy, 1995).
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Child Development

Forbairt an Linbh

2
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2 Child Development

The learning and development of the young
child is a key element to ECCE services in Ireland.
While the sub-themes listed above look at
individual aspects of learning and development,
there is increasing recognition of the need to
provide for the holistic development of the
child, focusing in a complementary way on all
the domains of development. This is an integral
feature of recent policy documents, such as the
National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a) and
Síolta (CECDE, 2006a), which are underpinned
by a ‘whole-child perspective’.

The theme of Child Development consists of 105
publications, which following thematic analysis,
were further separated into four sub-themes:

• Learning and Development [41]

• Cognitive Development [21]

• Linguistic Development [17]

• Social and Emotional Development [26]

Learning and Development

The sub-theme, Learning and Development, is
diverse in its contents and contains publications
that do not exclusively refer to any specific
domain of development. The CECDE has
produced a number of publications distilling the
essence of national and international literature
on the nature of child learning and
development (CECDE, 2005c; 2006b; Fallon,
2005b; Schonfeld, 2004d). A number of
researchers have also focused on the learning
and development evidenced by young children’s
drawing (Gallagher, 2003; 2005; Newman, 1996;
Ní Mhurchú, 2003). Donnelly (2001) and
Kellaghan and Greaney (1993) examine the
impact of the learning environment and
approaches on the child’s learning and
development. Providing for the child’s learning
and development through philosophy is
examined by Donnelly (2001; 2003a; 2003b;
2004; 2005a; 2005c). Publications also offer
guidance and support to parents and
practitioners to foster and nurture development
and learning in young children (Conway, 2005a;
2005b; Sharry, 1999; South Western Health
Board et al., 2000). 

Forbairt an Linbh

Is príomhghné de sheirbhísí COLO in Éirinn í
foghlaim agus forbairt an linbh óig. Cé go
mbaineann na fo-théamaí liostaithe thuas le
gnéithe indibhidiúla na foghlama agus na
forbartha, de réir a chéile tuigtear go bhfuil gá
ann freastal ar fhorbairt iomlánaíoch an linbh,
ag díriú ar réimsí uile na forbartha ar bhealach
comhlántach.  Is gné lárnach é sin de cháipéisí
beartais a rinneadh le deireanas cosúil leis an
National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a) agus
Síolta (CECDE, 2006a), atá tacaithe ag
‘peirspictíocht an linbh iomláin’.

Cuimsíonn an téama Forbairt an Linbh 105
foilseachán, a roinneadh sna ceithre fho-théama
seo a leanas i ndiaidh anailíse téamaí:

• Foghlaim agus Forbairt [41]

• Forbairt Chognaíoch [21]

• Forbairt Theangeolaíoch [17]

• Forbairt Shóisialta agus Mhothúchánach [26]

Foghlaim agus Forbairt

Cuimsíonn an fo-théama Foghlaim agus Forbairt
go leor ábhar éagsúil, agus tá foilseacháin san
áireamh ann nach ndéanann tagairt dhíreach
d’aon réimse forbartha sonrach.  Tháirg an
CECDE roinnt foilseachán a rinne achoimre ar
phointí lárnacha na litríochta náisiúnta agus
idirnáisiúnta ar fhoghlaim agus fhorbairt an
linbh (CECDE, 2005c; 2006b; Fallon, 2005b;
Schonfeld, 2004d). Dhírigh roinnt taighdeoirí ar
an bhfoghlaim agus ar an bhforbairt a léirítear
sna léaráidí tarraingthe ag leanaí óga
(Gallagher, 2003; 2005; Newman, 1996; Ní
Mhurchú, 2003). Déanann Donnelly (2001) agus
Kellaghan agus Greaney (1993) scrúdú ar
thionchar na timpeallachta agus na gcur chuige
foghlama ar fhoghlaim agus forbairt an linbh.
Déanann Donnelly (2001; 2003a; 2003b; 2004;
2005a; 2005c) scrúdú ar conas freastal ar
fhoghlaim agus forbairt an linbh trí mheán na
fealsúnachta. Tugann foilseacháin treoir agus
tacaíocht do thuismitheoirí agus cleachtóirí
freisin chun cabhrú leo forbairt agus foghlaim a
chothú i leanaí óga (Conway, 2005a; 2005b;
Sharry, 1999; Bord Sláinte an Iardheiscirt et al.,
2000). 
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2Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2005c). Early Childhood in Ireland – Evidence
and Perspectives. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2006b). Review Document. (Unpublished).

Connolly, L. (2004). Competent before Three. Paper presented at Up 2 Three Conference, University
College Cork, November 2003.

Conway, E. (2005a). Caring for Your Child – Birth to Six Months Old. Dublin: Health Services Executive.

Conway, E. (2005b). Caring for Your Child – Six Months to Two Years Old. Dublin: Health Services
Executive.

Costello, L. (1999). A Literature Review of Children’s Well-Being. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Donnelly, M. (2001). A Comparison of the Effects of the High/Scope and Playgroup Curricula on
Children’s Development in Disadvantaged Rural Areas in Ireland. M. Psych.Sc. Thesis. Dublin: University
College Dublin.

Donnelly, P. (2001). A Study of Higher-order Thinking in the Early Years Classroom through Doing
Philosophy. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 20, Spring, pp. 278-295.

Donnelly, P. (2003a). Wondering, the World and the Universe: Philosophy in the Early Years Classroom.
Inaugural Eriugena Lecture, St. Patrick’s College.

Donnelly, P. (2003b). Wondering through Play and Language: Young Children as Philosophers. Paper
presented at IPPA Conference, Promoting Quality Early Childhood Services, Dublin, September 2003. 

Donnelly, P. (2004). Wondering and the World and the Universe: Philosophy in the Early Years
Classroom. The Irish Review, Volume 31, Spring/ Summer, pp. 51-65.

Donnelly, P. (2005a). Young Children’s Philosophical Thinking and Ancient Proto-philosophy: A Study.
Ph.D Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Donnelly, P. (2005c). Young Children as Natural Philosophers. Paper presented at the EECERA
Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September
2005.

Faccini, B. and Combes, B. (1998). Early Childhood Development: Laying the Foundations of Learning.
Paris: UNESCO.

Fallon, J. (2004c). Key Themes for Practice. Paper presented at the Up 2 Three Conference, University
College Cork, November 2004.

Fallon, J. (2005b). A Conceptual Framework of Young Children’s Development and Learning in Ireland:
The Implications for Quality in Early Years Care and Education (in) Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 94-101.

Fallon, J. (2006a). Informing the National Framework for Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education
(NFQ/ECCE): A Thematic Perspective on Child Learning and Development in Ireland (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.)
(2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 174-183.

Foster, J. (2001). Assessment of Multiple Intelligences in Three-year Old Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
Trinity College Dublin.

French, G. and Murphy, P. (2005). Once in a Lifetime: Early Childhood Care and Education from Birth to
Three. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.
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2 Gallagher, M. (2003). The Spontaneous Drawings of a Young Child; Using Database Technology to Build
a Map of Development. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Gallagher, M. (2005). A Study of Spontaneous Drawings of Young Children; Implications for the Quality
of the Learning Environment (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 102-111.

Hanafin, S. (2004a). Whole Child Perspective. Paper presented at the Sligo Family Support Limited
Annual Conference, April 2004.

Hanafin, S. (2004b). A Whole Child Perspective. Paper presented at Best Practice in Children’s Services
Conference, Doing our Best for Children and Young People, Kilkenny, October 2004.

Hayes, N. (1993a). Early Childhood: An Introductory Text. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.

Hayes, N. (1999a). Early Childhood: An Introductory Text (Second Edition). Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.

Hayes, N. (2005a). Early Childhood: An Introductory Text (Third Edition). Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.

Hegarty, M. (2000). A Study on ‘The Young Child as Reflective Learner’ in a Sample Group of Six and
Seven Year Olds. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Hennessy, E. and Hogan, D. (2000). Twenty-Five Years of Developmental and Child Psychology in Ireland:
An Analysis of Psyc Lit and Eric Databases. Irish Journal of Psychology. Child Development Research in
Ireland, Volume 21, No. 3-4.

IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation (2004a). Children’s Approaches to Learning. Dublin: IPPA, the
Early Childhood Organisation.

IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation (2004b). Supported Learning in Early Childhood Services. Dublin:
IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation.

Kellaghan, T. and Greaney, B. (1993). The Educational Development of Students Following Participation
in a Preschool Programme in a Disadvantaged Area. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

McNellis, C. (1993). Parents as Teachers: Parents and Children Learn Together. Proceedings of the First
Parents as Teachers All-Ireland Conference.

Newman, T. (1996). Young Children and Their Drawings: An Experimental Study. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

Ní Mhurchú, N. (2003). Children’s Early Representations: Reflections of Creativity (in) Hayes, N. and
Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 51-61.

Ojala, M. (1997). How Ireland and Finland Support the Development and Learning of Young Children
Between Ages 4 and 7. A Report for the EU Commission under the 1996/1997 Training Mobility
Research Programme. (Unpublished).

Ojala, M. (2000). Parent and Teacher Expectations for Developing Young Children: A Cross-Cultural
Comparison between Ireland and Finland. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal,
Volume 8, No. 2, pp. 39-61.

Schonfeld, H. (2004d). A Conceptual Framework of Young Children’s Development and Learning in
Ireland: The Implications for Quality in Early Years Care and Education. Paper presented at EECERA,
Quality Curricula: The Influence, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Sharry, J. (1999). Bringing Up Responsible Children. Dublin: Veritas.
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2South Western Area Health Board, East Coast Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board
(2000). Toddler Development Care and Nutrition 1 – 21/2 Years – Guidance Notes for Careworkers in
Preschools. Dublin: South Western Area Health Board, East Coast Area Health Board and Northern Area
Health Board.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004a). Forbairt an Pháiste (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram
Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 35-42.

Tudge, J., Odero, D., Hogan, D. and Etz, K. (2003). Relations between the Everyday Activities of
Preschoolers and their Teachers’ Perceptions of their Competence in the First Years of School. Early
Childhood Research Quarterly, Volume 18, No. 1, pp. 42-64.

Cognitive Development

Publications relating to the Cognitive
Development of young children are included in
this section. A number of these focus specifically
on the development of number concept in the
early years (Dunphy, 2003; 2005c; 2006a; Kelly
and Kellaghan, 1999). Dunphy (2003a; 2004;
2005; 2006; 2006c) documents children’s
perceptions of learning about number in the
early years. Researchers, including Donnelly
(2001), Kerr et al. (2000), O’Sullivan (1999) and
Ridgway (2003), examine alternative approaches
and methods to fostering cognitive
development in the early years. 

Donnelly, P. (2001). A Study of Higher-order Thinking in the Early Years Classroom through Doing
Philosophy. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 20, Spring, pp. 278-295.

Dunphy, E. (2003). Research and the Development of Ideas about Number Relations and Addition in the
Early Years Classroom. Paper presented at the Second Annual Conference for Primary Mathematics,
Marino College, October 2003.

Dunphy, E. (2004). Children’s Perceptions of Number and of Learning About Number as they Enter
Formal Schooling. European Early Childhood Educational Research Journal, Volume 12, No. 2,
December 2004, pp. 103-118.

Dunphy, E. (2005). Young Children’s Observation about Number and Conversational Numeric Symbols
(in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 80-93.

Dunphy, E. (2006a). An Exploration of Young Children's Number Sense on Entry to Primary School in
Ireland. Ed. D. Thesis. United Kingdom: Open University.

Dunphy, E. (2006c). The Development of Young Children’s Number Sense through Participation in
Sociocultural Activity: Profiles of Two Children. Early Childhood Education Research Journal, Volume 14,
No. 1, pp. 57-76.

Dunphy, L. (2003a). Young Children’s Perspectives on Number and on Learning About Number. Paper
presented at 13th Annual EECERA Conference, Possible Childhoods: Relationships and Choices,
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September 2003.

Dunphy, L. (2005c). Does Estimation Make Sense to Four-year-old Children? (in) Close, S., Dooley, T. and
Corcoran, D. (Eds.) (2005). Proceedings of First National Conference on Research on Mathematics
Education, St. Patrick’s College, pp. 34-56.

Forbairt Chognaíoch

Cuimsítear foilseacháin a bhaineann le Forbairt
Chognaíoch leanaí óga sa chuid seo. Díríonn
roinnt díobh go sonrach ar fhorbairt choincheap
na n-uimhreacha sna blianta luatha (Dunphy,
2003; 2005c; 2006a; Kelly agus Kellaghan, 1999).
Taifeadann Dunphy (2003a; 2004; 2005; 2006;
2006c) aireachtáil leanaí ar fhoghlaim faoi
uimhreacha sna blianta luatha. Déanann
taighdeoirí lena n-áirítear Donnelly (2001), Kerr
et al. (2000), O’Sullivan (1999) agus Ridgway
(2003), scrúdú ar chuir chuige agus modhanna
éagsúla chun forbairt chognaíoch a chothú sna
blianta luatha. 
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2

Linguistic Development

The Linguistic Development of the child has
received much attention from researchers in the
Irish context. A number of publications focus on
the relationship between language acquisition
and educational disadvantage in the early years
(Kelly and Kellaghan, 1999; McDonald, 1998),
while others prioritise an analysis of linguistic
development in special needs children (O’Toole,
2005). Dwane (1998), Horgan (1995) and
O’Sullivan (2003) concentrate on language
acquisition for children in bilingual contexts,
specifically in Naíonraí5 and Gaelscoileanna.

Forbairt Theangeolaíoch

Thug go leor taighdeoirí i gcomhthéacs na
hÉireann aghaidh ar Fhorbairt Theangeolaíoch
an linbh. Tá fócas roinnt foilseachán ar an
gcaidreamh idir insealbhú teanga agus
míbhuntáiste oideachais sna blianta luatha
(Kelly agus Kellaghan, 1999; McDonald, 1998),
agus baineann tosaíocht foilseachán eile le
hanailís ar fhorbairt theangeolaíoch i leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta (O’Toole, 2005). Díríonn
Dwane (1998), Horgan (1995) agus O’Sullivan
(2003) ar insealbhú teanga do leanaí i
gcomhthéacsanna dátheangacha, go sonrach i
Naíonraí5 agus i nGaelscoileanna.

5 A Naíonra a preschool that operates through the medium of Irish. 5 Is réamhscoil é Naíonra a fheidhmíonn trí mheán na Gaeilge.

Dunphy, L. (2006). Gender Differences Conveyed by Children in Discussions about Participation in
Activity Related to Number: A Sociological Perspective. Paper presented at the 16th Annual EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Dwane, C. (1998). A Study of the Linguistic and Cognitive Development of Children in Naíonraí in Cork
City and County. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Gray, C. (2003). Learning and Automaticity: An Early Years Perspective (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M.
(Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 128-139.

Hayes, N. (2000). Early Childhood Education and Cognitive Development at Age 7 Years. The Irish
Journal of Psychology, Volume 21, No. 3-4, pp. 181-193.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (1995b). Intellectual Development and Early Childhood Education in the
Republic of Ireland. Curriculum, Volume 17, No. 2, pp. 102-116.

Kelly, D. and Kellaghan, T. (1999). The Literacy and Numeracy Achievements of the First Cohort of Early
Start Children (1994-1995) when they were in Second Class (1998-1999). Dublin: Educational Research
Centre.

Kerr, K., Mulhern, F. and McDowell, C. (2000). Applied Behaviour Analysis: It Works, It’s Positive. Now
What’s the Problem? Early Child Development and Care, Volume 163, pp. 125-131.

Lynch, K. (1992). Intelligence, Ability and Education: Challenging Traditional Views. Oideas, Volume 38,
pp. 134-147.

Moore, N. (2000). The Impact of Structural and Process Elements of Preschool and Primary School
Environments on Children’s Cognitive Development at Four Years of Age. M. Phil. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin
Institute of Technology.

O’Sullivan, A. (1999). Implementation of a Critical Thinking Programme in the Early Years and an
Assessment of its Effects on Children’s Behaviour. M. Ed. Thesis. Limerick: Mary Immaculate College.

Reynolds, A. (1992). Comparing Measures of Parental Involvement and Their Effects on Academic
Achievement. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Volume 7, pp. 441-462.

Ridgway, A. (2003). Using a Multiple Intelligence and Teaching for Understanding Approach with
Learners (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 80-109.

Ryan, A. (2000). A Critical Evaluation of the Development of Teaching, Learning and Metacognitive
Processes in Young Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.
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2Ashby, S. (2004). Is Infant-directed Speech Hyperspeech?: An Acoustical Analysis of Speech to Infants and
other Accommodative Speech Styles. Ph.D Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Barber, I. (1991). Complex Sentences: Their Early Development in Child Language. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
Trinity College Dublin.

Boyne, M. (2002). The Influence of a Shared Reading Programme on the Attitudes to Reading and
Reading Habits of Young Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Dunphy, L. (2000). Oral Language Development in the Early Years at School (in) Shiel, G., Ní Dhálaigh, U.
and Kennedy, E. (Eds.) (2000). Language and Literacy for the New Millennium. Dublin: Reading
Association of Ireland, pp. 30-42.

Dwane, C. (1998). A Study of the Linguistic and Cognitive Development of Children in Naíonraí in Cork
City and County. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Gilheany, S. and Hickey, T. (2003). High Ability Children and their Reading Needs (in) Shiel, G. and Ní
Dhálaigh, U. (Eds.). Other Ways of Seeing: Diversity in Language and Literacy. Dublin: Reading
Association of Ireland, pp. 65-74. 

Horgan, S. (1995). A Study of the Linguistic and Cognitive Development of Junior Infant Class Children
in Gaelscoileanna in Cork City and County. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Kelly, D. and Kellaghan, T. (1999). The Literacy and Numeracy Achievements of the First Cohort of Early
Start Children (1994-1995) when they were in Second Class (1998-1999). Dublin: Educational Research
Centre.

Kiely, J. (2002). A Study on the Development of Narrative Ability of the Child Using Story as a Learning
Tool. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Kinneen, E. (1990). Speech and Language Developments of 5-7 Year Olds with a History of Febrile
Convulsions. Galway: Western Health Board.

McDonald, E. (1998). Reading Achievement and Educational Disadvantage. Irish Educational Studies,
Volume 17, Spring, pp. 208-221.

McGinty-Hastings, C. (1997). An Investigation into Aspects of the Mayo Early Language Screening Test.
Galway: Western Health Board.

McGough, A. (1994). The Role of Dialogue in the Linguistic Development of the Preschool Child: A
Dublin Inner-City Case Study. Studies in Education, Volume 10, No. 2, pp. 14-24.

Murphy, B. (2002b). Reading Development in the Early Years Curriculum – Retrospect and Prospect (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 197-214.

O’Neill, S. (2004). Babies Love Books – Evaluation Report. Meath: We and Us Educational Services.

O’Sullivan, J. (2003). A Study of the Language Acquisition of a Bilingual Child. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference, Cork.

O’Toole. C. (2005). The Relationship between Preverbal Behaviours and Language Development:
Investigating Symbolic Play and Language Development in Children with Down Syndrome (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 241-253.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 45



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

46

2 Forbairt Shóisialta agus Mhothúchánach

Is fo-théama substainteach é Forbairt Shóisialta
agus Mhothúchánach a chuimsíonn raon
leathan foilseachán a bhaineann le forbairt
shóisialta, mhothúchánach, spioradálta agus
mhorálta an linbh óig. Baineann fócas roinnt
foilseachán ar an gcaidreamh idir forbairt an
linbh agus an tionchar atá aige ar fhéinmheas sa
todhchaí (Daly, 2002b; Douglas, 2003;
Humphries, 2004) agus ar thréithe iompair
(Guidera, 1997; Cumann Múinteoirí Éireann
[INTO], 1995c; Mulrooney et al., 1999; Quinn et
al., 2002; Ryan, 1998). Tá béim leagtha ar
spioradáltacht leanaí óga i dtaighde a rinneadh
le deireanas (Daly, 2004; Douglas, 2002).

Social and Emotional Development

Social and Emotional Development is a
substantial sub-theme that includes a wide
range of publications relating to the social,
emotional, spiritual and moral development of
the young child. A number of publications focus
on the relationship between the development
of the child and the future impact on self-
esteem (Daly, 2002b; Douglas, 2003; Humphries,
2004) and behavioural characteristics (Guidera,
1997; Irish National Teachers’ Organisation
[INTO], 1995c; Mulrooney et al., 1999; Quinn et
al., 2002; Ryan, 1998). Spirituality in young
children features prominently within recent
research (Daly, 2004; Douglas, 2002).

Butler, J. (2002). The Differences in the Social Competency of Children who Attend Integrated Junior
Infant Classes and Children who Attend Segregated Learning Environments (in) Horgan, M. and
Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 295-307.

Daly, M. (2002a). The Emotional, Social, Moral and Spiritual Development of the Young Child (Aiming
Towards Self-Actualisation). Ph.D Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Daly, M. (2002b). Emotional Competency – An Inoculation for Life (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.)
(2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 66-83.

Daly, M. (2004). Spirituality and the Young Child (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children
of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp.
218-232.

De Fréin, S. (2005). A Critical Evaluation of an Action Research Approach Using the 'Community of
Inquiry' to Facilitate the Development of Empathy in an Infant Class. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University
College Dublin.

Douglas, F. (2002). The Moving Spirit: Spirituality and Young People (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F.
(Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 49-65.

Douglas, F. (2003). “The Breath of Life”: The Young Child and Self Esteem (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M.
(Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 16-36.

Douglas, F. (2005b). Young Children: Their Television Viewing Habits and the Associated Influences on
their Behaviour. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity,
Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Douglas, F. (2006a). Young Children: Their Television Viewing Habits and the Associated Influences on
their Behaviour (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 375-388.

Douglas, F. (2006c). “Law Without Limit” – Discipline and the Young Child. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Farragher, C. (1990). Erikson’s Theory of Psycho-Social Development: A Contribution to Education. M.
Ed. Thesis. Maynooth: National University of Ireland, Maynooth.
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2Gaffney, M., Greene, S., Wieczorek-Deering, D. and Nugent, J. (2000). The Concordance Between
Mother-Infant Attachment at 18 Months and Maternal Attachment 10 Years Later Among Married and
Single Mothers. Irish Journal of Psychology (Child Development Research in Ireland, Special Edition),
Volume 21, No. 3-4, pp. 154-170.

Guidera, E. (1997). Perspectives on Children Experiencing Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties. Dublin:
MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Humphries, C. (2004). Prevalence Study for Conduct Problems Among Five to Eight Year Old Children
and the Impact of Parent Training on Children's Conduct Problems. D. Psych.Sc. (Clin.Psych.) Thesis.
Dublin: University College Dublin.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995c). Meeting the Needs of Children with Social and Emotional
Problems: Guidelines for Teachers. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2005). Towards Positive Behaviour in Primary Schools. Dublin: Irish
National Teachers’ Organisation.

Lynch, C. (1994). The Case for Self-concept Enhancement from Birth through Primary School. MA. Thesis.
Cork: University College Cork.

Madigan, I. (2004). Can you be with a Child. Paper presented at Up 2 Three Conference, University
College Cork, November 2004.

McGrattan, M. (1998). An Evaluation of the Impact of a Music Programme on the Social, Emotional and
Cultural Development of Deaf Children. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Mulrooney, M., Harrold, M., Rogers, Y. and Van Den Berg, D. (1999). A Survey of Challenging Behaviour
in Special National Schools. Reach: Journal of Special Needs Education, Volume 12, No. 2, pp. 119-126. 

Murphy, V. (2003). Cultivating Emotional Development through Physical Activity (in) Hayes, N. and
Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 37-50.

Quinn, S., Wieczorek-Deering, D., Kennedy, K. and Martin, M. (2002). Teacher Reported Behavioural
Difficulties in Junior and Senior Infant Classes in Irish Primary Schools (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F.
(Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 269-294.

Rea, A. (2001). Psychosocial Needs, Social Support and Estimates of Psychological Distress among
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors in Ireland. Research Project for Doctorate in Clinical Psychology,
Queen’s University Belfast. (Unpublished).

Ryan, G. (1998). The Relevance of Early Life Experience to the Behaviour of Sexually Abusive Youth. Irish
Journal of Psychology, Volume 19, No. 1, pp. 32-48.

Southern Health Board (2001). Growing Confident Children. Cork: Department of Public Health and
Southern Health Board.

Uí Mhurchú, M., Uí Dhúill, J. agus Nic Guidhir, I. (2004). Forbairt Mhothaíoch, Sampla Praiticiúil (in) Uí
Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí
Teo, pp. 97-98.
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3 Cumarsáid

Tá Cumarsáid ar cheann de na sé Chaighdeán
náisiúnta déag de chuid Síolta agus is gné
lárnach é de cháilíocht i seirbhísí COLO, ag
cinntiú go n-aistrítear faisnéis thábhachtach ón
mbaile go dtí an suíomh, laistigh den suíomh
agus ón suíomh ar ais go dtí an baile. 

Níl fócas sonrach ag mórán taighde i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann ar an téama seo, agus
mar sin níl ach tagairt amháin ann.  Tugann sé
sin forbhreathnú praiticiúil ar conas cumarsáid a
éascú agus a chothú laistigh de shuímh COLO
(Máirtín, 2004a). Tá sé tábhachtach a
chuimhneamh, mar a mhínítear sa Réamhrá, cé
nach bhfuil an chumarsáid mar phríomhfhócas
foilseachán eile, cuimsíonn go leor foilseachán
faisnéis agus sonraí maidir leis an gCumarsáid.
Tá sé riachtanach, áfach, go ndíreoidh taighde
ar an téama seo sa todhchaí, chun a chinntiú go
mbeidh taighde dúchasach ar bhailiú, stóráil
agus scaipeadh faisnéise faoi gach gné d’obair
an tsuímh ann chun tacú le gach aon duine a
bhainistíonn nó a oibríonn i suímh COLO. 

Communication

Communication is one of the sixteen national
Standards of Síolta and is a key constituent of
quality in ECCE services, ensuring that vital
information is transferred from the home to the
setting, within the setting and from the setting
to the home. 

Little research in the Irish context focuses
specifically on this theme, namely one reference.
This provides a practical overview of how to
facilitate and promote communication within
ECCE settings (Máirtín, 2004a). It is important to
remember, as outlined in the Introduction, that
while it may not be their principal focus, many
other publications contain information and data
relating to Communication. However, it is
imperative that future research focuses on this
theme to ensure that all those managing and
working in ECCE settings are supported by
indigenous research relating to the collection,
storage and dissemination of information on all
aspects of the setting’s work. 

Máirtín, C. (2004a). An Chumarsáid (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí
0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 21-22.
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4 Rannpháirtíocht an
Phobail

Is gné lárnach den cháilíocht é rannpháirteachas
agus idirghníomhaíocht ghníomhach idir an
suíomh COLO agus an pobal níos leithne.
Baineann sochair fhrithpháirteacha do chách le
faisnéis a roinnt le páirtithe leasmhara faoi
áiseanna agus taitneamhachtaí mórthimpeall ar
an suíomh agus le húsáid fhorghníomhach a
bhaint as na hacmhainní sin. Ní amháin go
mbaineann buntáistí láithreacha leis do leanaí a
fhreastalaíonn ar an tseirbhís COLO, ach
cruthaíonn sé samhail chun saoránacht
ghníomhach a chothú don todhchaí.

Tá Rannpháirtíocht an Phobail ar cheann de na
sé Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag de Síolta agus
tacaíonn 23 foilseachán leis anseo.

Tugann na foilseacháin laistigh den téama seo
treoir do shuímh faoi conas leibhéal na
hidirghníomhaíochta leis an bpobal áitiúil a
fhorbairt. Díríonn Community Mothers
Programme (2000), Fitzpatrick et al. (1997) agus
Hanrahan et al. (2002) ar thionscnaimh phobail
a thugann tosaíocht do riachtanais tuismitheoirí.
Baineann roinnt foilseachán go díreach le
forbairt na scéime Teagmhála Baile, Scoile agus
an Phobail, atá i bhfeidhm i mbunscoileanna
ainmnithe mar scoileanna faoi mhíbhuntáiste ó
na 1990í (Archer agus Shortt, 2003; Conaty,
2000; 2002; An Roinn Oideachais, 1992b; Ryan,
1994; 1999). Déanann Brown (2003),
Comharchumann na nOibrithe Pobail (1996;
1999; 2002), An Roinn Gnóthaí Sóisialta, Pobail
agus Teaghlaigh (2000) agus Faughnan agus
Donavan (2002) cur síos ar shamhlacha agus
straitéisí éagsúla chun tacaíocht dheonach a
fháil agus chun rannpháirteachas an phobail a
spreagadh.

Community
Involvement

Active participation and engagement between
the ECCE setting and the wider community is a
key constituent of quality. Information sharing
with stakeholders on the facilities and
amenities in the immediate environs of the
setting, as well as proactively using these
resources, has mutual benefits for all involved.
This relates not only to immediate advantages
for the children attending the ECCE service, but
serves as a model for promoting active
citizenship into the future.

Community Involvement is one of the sixteen
national Standards of Síolta and is supported
here by 23 publications.

The publications within this theme provide
guidance to settings to develop their level of
engagement with the local community. The
Community Mothers Programme (2000),
Fitzpatrick et al. (1997) and Hanrahan et al.
(2002) concentrate on community initiatives that
prioritise the needs of parents. A number focus
directly on the development of the Home School
Community Liaison scheme, which has been in
operation in designated disadvantaged primary
schools since the 1990s (Archer and Shortt, 2003;
Conaty, 2000; 2002; Department of Education,
1992b; Ryan, 1994; 1999). Various models and
strategies for engaging voluntary support and
promoting community involvement are
advanced by Brown (2003), the Community
Workers Co-operative (1996; 1999; 2002), the
Department of Social, Community and Family
Affairs (2000) and Faughnan and Donavan
(2002).

Abbott, L. and Johnson, M. (2000). Women, Children and Community: Exploring Definitions and
Expectations. International Journal of Early Years Education, Volume 8, No. 3, pp. 205-216.

Archer, P. and Shortt, F. (2003). Review of the Home School Community Liaison Scheme. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre. 

Ballymun Partnership (2006). Regeneration? What About my Generation! Dublin: Ballymun Partnership.

Brown, M. (2003). Helping Children Feel They Belong – A Guide to Good Practice in Community-Based
Prevention and Support Work with Children and Young People at Risk of Educational Disadvantage.
Dublin: Children’s Research Centre.

Combat Poverty Agency (2000d). The Role of Community Development in Tackling Poverty. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Community Mothers Programme (2000). Early Education Pack. Dublin: Community Mothers Programme.
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4Community Workers Co-operative (1996). Partnership in Action – The Role of Community Development
and Partnership in Ireland. Galway: Community Workers Co-operative.

Community Workers Co-operative (1999). Strategies to Address Educational Disadvantage. Strategy
Guide 4, Local Development and Research Information Project. Dublin: Community Workers Co-
operative.

Community Workers Co-operative (2002). Equalising Outcomes in Education: Using Community
Development Approaches to Tackle Educational Inequality. Dublin: Community Workers Co-operative.

Conaty, C. (2000). The Home, School, Community, Liaison Scheme. Institute of Guidance Counsellors
Journal, Volume 24, pp. 39-51.

Conaty, C. (2002). Including All. Home, School and Community United in Education. Dublin: Veritas.

Conference of Major Religious Superiors (1992c). Submission to the Department of Education on Home
School Community Links Project. Dublin: Conference of Major Religious Superiors.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (2000). Think Rural Child: Rural Community in Rural Development.
A Report on the Process and Outcomes of the Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project 1997-2000.
Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Cullen, B. (1998b). Social Partnership and Children’s Services: The Potential of Local Partnership
Programmes for Developing Children’s Services in Ireland. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre, Trinity
College Dublin.

Department of Education (1992b). Home School Community Liaison Scheme: Interim Report 1. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs (2000). Supporting Voluntary Activity: A White
Paper on a Framework for Supporting Voluntary Activity and for Developing the Relationship between
the State and the Community and Voluntary Sector. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Faughnan, P. and O’Donovan, A. (2002). A Changing Voluntary Sector – Working with New Minority
Communities in Ireland. Dublin: Social Science Research Centre, University College Dublin.

Fitzpatrick, P., Molloy, B. and Johnson, Z. (1997). Community Mothers Programme: Extension to the
Travelling Community in Ireland. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, Volume 51, pp. 299-
303.

Hanrahan, M. and Prinsen, B. (Ed.) (1996). Community Health, Community Care, Community Support:
Proceedings of the Invitational Conference on Innovative Childhood Care and Development Support
Programme. Utrecht: Netherlands Institute of Care and Welfare.

Hanrahan, M., Koelen, M. and Van Woerkum, C. (2002). Developing a Theoretical Model for a
Community-based Health Promotion Programme for First-time Mothers (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F.
(Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 155-174.

O’Farrell, C. (2003). An Investigation into the Nature of Early Childhood Spirituality and how it can be
Nurtured within the Parish Setting. M. Rel. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Ryan, S. (1994). The Home School Community Liaison Scheme - Final Evaluation Report. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.

Ryan, S. (1999). The Home School Community Liaison Scheme. Summary Evaluation Report – Revised
Edition. Dublin: Educational Research Centre. 
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5 Comhairliúchán

Mar cheann de na príomh-Chaighdeáin náisiúnta
i Síolta, is léir go bhfuil an Comhairliúchán ag éirí
níos tábhachtaí i gcleachtas i suímh COLO, go
háirithe le blianta beaga anuas. Baineann sé sin
le gnéithe agus leibhéil ghníomhaíochta uile
laistigh de shuímh, ag cinntiú go mbíonn sé ar
chumas na bpáirtithe leasmhara uile, leanaí san
áireamh, dul i gcion ar bheartais agus próisis a
mbíonn tionchar acu orthu, agus go mbíonn a
ndearcaí curtha san áireamh agus na cinntí uile á
ndéanamh. Le cois sin, chinntigh samhail na
comhpháirtíochta sóisialta atá ag feidhmiú ar
leibhéal náisiúnta in Éirinn go ndearnadh go leor
comhairliúcháin leis an earnáil COLO, agus
thaifead roinnt taighdeoirí an próiseas sin. 

Aithníodh 50 píosa taighde ar théama an
Chomhairliúcháin a bhaineann leis an tréimhse
ó 1990 go dtí 2006. I ndiaidh anailíse téamaí,
rangaíodh na foilseacháin sin sna fo-théamaí
seo a leanas:

• Comhairliúchán leis an Earnáil COLO [11]

• Comhairliúchán le Leanaí [39]

Comhairliúchán leis an Earnáil COLO

Aithníodh roinnt foilseachán a dhéanann cur síos
ar Chomhairliúchán leis an Earnáil COLO. Tugann
an CECDE (2004a; 2004b) agus Duignan (2004b;
2004c; 2005b) tuairisc faoi shraith seimineár a
rinneadh ar fud na tíre i 2003 a bhain leis na
gnéithe uile maidir le cáilíocht a shainmhíniú, a
mheas agus tacú léi i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann.
Chuaigh Fingleton (1998) i gcomhairle le
tuismitheoirí agus teaghlaigh agus thug torthaí
an phróisis sin treoir d’fhorbairt an National
Childcare Strategy (DJELR, 1999c). Rinne an
NCCA comhairliúchán leathan chun an
chreatlach churaclaim Towards a Framework for
Early Learning a fhorbairt, agus rinne De Paor
(2004b) agus Forster (2004c) cur síos ar roinnt
gnéithe den chomhairliúchán sin.  

Consultation

As one of the core national Standards within
Síolta, it is evident that Consultation is
becoming an increasingly important facet of
practice in ECCE settings, most notably in recent
years. This relates to all aspects and levels of
activity within settings, ensuring that all
stakeholders, including children, have the ability
to contribute to policies and processes that
affect them, and that this voice is adequately
represented within all decisions made.
Furthermore, the social partnership model in
operation at a national level in Ireland has
ensured a high degree of consultation with the
ECCE sector, the process of which has been
documented by a number of researchers. 

A total of 50 pieces of research on the theme of
Consultation have been identified relating to
the period 1990 to 2006. Following thematic
analysis, these publications were further
categorised into the following sub-themes:

• Consultation with the ECCE Sector [11]

• Consultation with Children [39]

Consultation with the ECCE Sector

A number of publications that document
Consultation with the ECCE Sector have been
identified. The CECDE (2004a; 2004b) and
Duignan (2004b; 2004c; 2005b) report on a
series of nationwide seminars undertaken in
2003 relating to all aspects of defining, assessing
and supporting quality in the Irish context.
Fingleton (1998) consulted parents and families
and the results of this process informed the
development of the National Childcare Strategy
(DJELR, 1999c). Extensive consultation has been
undertaken by the NCCA in the development of
the curricular framework, Towards a Framework
for Early Learning, aspects of which were
documented by De Paor (2004b) and Forster
(2004c).

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004a). Talking About Quality – Report of a
Consultation Process on Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004b). Talking About Quality – Report of a
Consultation Process on Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education: Executive Summary. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Childminding Ireland (2005). Report on Survey of Registered Members. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

De Paor, C. (2004b). Key Ideas 5-9: Outline of Findings from Consultation. Paper presented at the
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5

Comhairliúchán le Leanaí

Le blianta beaga anuas, tá fócas ar
chomhairliúchán díreach a dhéanamh le leanaí
faoi na cúrsaí a mbíonn tionchar acu orthu, cur
chuige atá tacaithe ag beartais cosúil le
Coinbhinsiún na Náisiún Aontaithe ar Chearta
an Linbh (Na Náisiúin Aontaithe, 1989) agus an
National Children’s Strategy Our Children, Their
Lives (DHC, 2000a). Tugann go leor foilseachán
faoin bhfo-théama Comhairliúchán le Leanaí
comhairle faoi shaincheisteanna eiticiúla agus
molann siad raon modheolaíochtaí le húsáid
agus comhairliúchán á dhéanamh le leanaí óga
(Dunphy, 2005a; Green agus Hogan, 2005; Hart,
2005; Hennessy agus Heary, 2005; McAuley agus
Brattman, 2002; 2003; O’Doherty et al., 2002).
Tugann a lán taighde cuntais agus aiseolas faoi
phróisis chomhairliúcháin a rinneadh le leanaí
óga i raon leathan suíomh agus
comhthéacsanna (Carty, 2006; Dunphy, 2003a;
2005b; Fingleton, 1998; Murray, 2004). Tugann
Fitzpatrick agus Forster (2005) agus Forster et al.
(2006) tuairisc faoin taighde sonrach a rinneadh
le leanaí mar chuid den phróiseas
comhairliúcháin a thacaigh le forbairt chreatlach
curaclaim an NCCA.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment Conference, Towards a Framework for Early Learning,
Dublin Castle, December 2004.

Duignan, M. (2004b). Talking About Quality: Report of a Consultation Process on Quality in Early
Childhood Care and Education (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global
Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 32-55.

Duignan, M. (2004c). A Report of a National Consultation towards the Development of a National
Quality Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education. Paper presented at EECERA Conference,
Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Duignan, M. (2005b). Talking About Quality: Report of a Consultation Process on Quality in Early
Childhood Care and Education in Ireland. Child Care in Practice, Volume 11, No. 2, April 2005, pp. 211-
230.

Duignan, M. (2006b). Parents’ Perspective on Quality in EC Care and Education. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Fingleton, M. (1998). Consultation with Children and Parents: Results of a Consultation Project carried
out with Children, Parents and Staff at Four Childcare Locations on behalf of the Expert Working Group
on Childcare. (Unpublished).

Forster, A. (2004c). Key Ideas 1-4: Findings from the Consultation. Paper presented at the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment Conference, Towards a Framework for Early Learning, Dublin
Castle, December 2004.

National Action Plan Against Racism Steering Group (2003). Diverse Voices: A Summary of the Outcomes
of the Consultative Process and a Proposed Framework for the National Action Plan Against Racism.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Consultation with Children

Recent years have been characterised by a focus
on directly consulting children on matters that
affect them, a direction supported by policies
such as the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (United Nations, 1989) and
the National Children’s Strategy, Our Children,
Their Lives (DHC, 2000a). Many publications in
the sub-theme of Consultation with Children
offer advice relating to ethical issues and
propose a range of methodologies when
engaged in consulting young children (Dunphy,
2005a; Green and Hogan, 2005; Hart, 2005;
Hennessy and Heary, 2005; McAuley and
Brattman, 2002; 2003; O’Doherty et al., 2002).
Much of the research provides accounts and
feedback on consultative processes undertaken
with young children in a diverse range of
settings and contexts (Carty, 2006; Dunphy,
2003a; 2005b; Fingleton, 1998; Murray, 2004).
The specific research undertaken with children
as part of the consultative process underpinning
the development of the NCCA curricular
framework is reported on by Fitzpatrick and
Forster (2005) and Forster et al. (2006).
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5 Brady, B. (2004b). Understanding and Developing Children’s Participation - A Short Guide. Dublin:
Barnardos.

Butler Scally, D. (2004). Report on the Selection Processes for the Appointment of the Irish Ombudsman
for Children. Dublin: Public Appointments Service.

Carty, L. (2006). The Views of Young Children and their Teachers on Learning Spaces in Schools. M. Ed.
Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Department of Health and Children (2000a). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000b). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives:
Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000c). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report of the Public Consultation. Dublin The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000d). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report of the Public Consultation: Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000e). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report to Children on the Public Consultation. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000f). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives:
Children’s Version. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Dunphy, L. (2003a). Young Children’s Perspectives on Number and on Learning About Number. Paper
presented at 13th Annual EECERA Conference, Possible Childhoods: Relationships and Choices,
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September 2003.

Dunphy, L. (2004). Ethical and Effective Interviewing of Children about their Learning. Paper presented
at EECERA, Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Dunphy, L. (2005a). Effective and Ethical and Interviewing of Young Children in Pedagogical Context.
European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, Volume 13, No. 2, pp. 79-96.

Dunphy, L. (2005b). Young Children’s Accounts of Their Participation in Socio-cultural Activity and the
Development of their Number Sense. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as
Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Dunphy, L. (2006). Gender Differences Conveyed by Children in Discussions about Participation in
Activity Related to Number: A Sociological Perspective. Paper presented at the 16th Annual EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Fingleton, M. (1998). Consultation with Children and Parents: Results of a Consultation Project carried
out with Children, Parents and Staff at Four Childcare Locations on behalf of the Expert Working Group
on Childcare. (Unpublished).

Fitzpatrick, S. and Forster A. (2005). What about the Child? Representing the Child’s Voice in Developing
a Framework for Early Learning. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Forster, A., Brennan, P., Daly, M., Fitzpatrick, S., Maxwell, M., Murphy, R., O’Connor, E. and Sweeney, A.
(2006). Democratising Curriculum Development: Children’s Voices. Symposium presented at the Annual
EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September
2006.

Glynn, E. (2001). We Have a Voice! Using Peer Research to Explore the Needs of Young People. Dublin:
Midlands Health Board/ Health Promotion Unit/ National Youth Council of Ireland.
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5Greene, S. and Hill, M. (2005). Researching Children’s Experience: Methods and Methodological Issues
(in) Greene, S. and Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and
Methods. London: Sage Publications, pp. 1-21.

Greene, S. and Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods.
London: Sage Publications.

Guardian Ad Litem Group (2001). Giving Children a Voice: The Case for the Independent Representation
of Children. Dublin: Report of the Guardian Ad Litem Group.

Harris, E. (2006). My Right to Know: A Study of Children and Young People’s Awareness of their Rights,
Fourteen Years on from Ireland’s Ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Dublin:
Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

Hart, M. (2005). Listening and Learning: Empowering Children in Early Childhood Services (in) Centre for
Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 205-213.

Hayes, N. (2004b). Children’s Rights: Participation of Children in Policy-making in Ireland (in) Crimmens,
D. and West, A. (Eds.) (2004). Having their Say. Young People and Participation: European Experiences.
Lyme Regis: Russell House Publishing, pp. 47-58.

Hennessy, E. (1998). Consistency in Young Children’s Reports of Childcare Experiences. Paper presented
in Berne, Switzerland at the 15th Biennial ISSBD Meeting.

Hennessy, E. (1999). Children as Service Evaluators. Child Psychology and Psychiatry Review, Volume 4,
pp. 153-161.

Hennessy, E. and Heary, C. (2005). Exploring Children’s Views through Focus Groups (in) Greene, S. and
Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods. London: Sage
Publications, pp. 236-252.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (n.d.). Look Who’s Talking: An Independent
Review to Combat the Social Exclusion of Young People. Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997b). Asking Children. (Samples of ISPCC
Campaigns and Advocacy Work Involving Children). Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997c). Making Children’s Voices Heard. (Samples
of ISPCC Campaigns and Advocacy Work Involving Children). Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children.

Kilkelly, U. and Donnelly, M. (2006). The Child’s Right to be Heard in the Healthcare Setting: Perspectives
of Children, Parents and Health Professionals – The National Children’s Strategy Research Series. Dublin:
Office of the Minister for Children.

Logan, A. (1991). Pupil Opinion – A Contribution to Child-Centred Theory and to Curriculum and Staff
Development. D. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

McAuley, K. and Brattman, M. (2002). Hearing Young Voices. It’s Not Rocket Science: Consulting
Children and Young People, Including those Experiencing Poverty or Other Forms of Social Inclusion, in
relation to Public Policy Development in Ireland. Dublin: Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative.

McAuley, K. and Brattman, M. (2003). Hearing Young Voices. Guidelines for Consulting Children and
Young People in relation to Developing Public Policy and Services in Ireland. Dublin: Open Your Eyes to
Child Poverty Initiative.
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5 Murray, P. (2004). A Child’s Experience of Quality. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

Nic Gabhainn, S. and Sixsmith, J. (2005). Children’s Understandings of Well-Being. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

O’Doherty, A., Wieczorek-Deering, D. and Shannon, G. (2002). Consulting Children: Issues Raised and
Questions Asked (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research,
Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp.
234-252.

Open your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative (2000a). In our own Words – The Voices of Children
Experiencing Poverty. Dublin: Open your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative.

United Nations (1998). United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Concluding Observations
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child: Ireland 04/02/98. CRC/C/15/Add.85. (Concluding
Observations/ Comments). Geneva: United Nations.
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6

Abrahamse-Grafton, A. (2006). A Day in Ireland’s Froebel School. Presentation at the International
Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward,
Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Butler, R. and Oldham, E. (2006). When Froebel Meets Papert: Student Teachers’ Experience of
Constructivist and Constructionist Learning. Presentation at the International Froebel Society Second
Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of
Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Curaclam

Tá an curaclam nó an clár gníomhaíochtaí a
úsáidtear laistigh de shuímh ríthábhachtach do
thaithí an linbh óig. Faoi láthair, tá raon ollmhór
cur chuige agus traidisiún curaclaim á
chleachtadh, agus mar sin bíonn rogha ag
tuismitheoirí agus iad ag roghnú suíomh. Tá
Framework for Early Learning an NCCA (NCCA,
2005a), a bhfuil go leor oibre déanta air faoin
am seo, solúbtha agus inoiriúnaitheach go leor
le freastal ar an éagsúlacht sin sa todhchaí.

Cuimsíonn Curaclam 207 foilseachán ón
tréimhse 1990 go 2006 agus mar sin is ceann de
na téamaí is mó sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde é. Roinneadh i gceithre fho-théama é,
mar seo a leanas:

• Fealsúnacht Curaclaim [22]

• Forbairt Curaclaim [27]

• Cur-i-nGníomh Curaclaim [142]

• Meastóireacht ar Churaclam [16]

Fealsúnacht Curaclaim

Léiríonn an fo-théama seo raon agus éagsúlacht
na bhFealsúnachtaí Curaclaim atá i gcleachtas
laistigh de sheirbhísí COLO in Éirinn. Mar
thoradh ar reáchtáil na comhdhála náisiúnta
Froebel i mBaile Átha Cliath i 2006, cuireadh
raon páipéar i láthair a bhain le cuir chuige
Froebel in Éirinn (Abrahamse-Grafton, 2006;
Butler agus Oldham, 2006; Carey, 2006; Douglas,
2006b; Lally, 2006; O’Connor, 2006; Seery, 2006)
agus foilseofar imeachtaí na comhdhála níos
déanaí i 2007. Thug taighdeoirí cosúil le Culhane
(2003), Dunlea (1990), Hurley (1997), Mhic
Ghearailt (2004), Coláiste Montessori San Nioclás
(1996) agus Cumann Montessori San Nioclás in
Éirinn (2005) tuairisc faoi chuir chuige curaclaim
agus oideolaíocha Maria Montessori. Tá cur síos
le fócas níos teoranta déanta ar chuir chuige
eile a úsáidtear in Éirinn, cosúil le cuir chuige
Marte Meo (Connolly, 2006), Steiner (O’Sheil,
2006; Ó Siail, 2004) agus Reggio Emilia
(Ridgway, 2006b).

Curriculum

The curriculum or programme of activities in use
within settings is of critical importance to the
experiences of the young child. At present,
there is a vast range of curricular approaches
and traditions inherent in practice, which
provides choice for parents when choosing
settings. The NCCA Framework for Early
Learning (NCCA, 2005a), which is at an
advanced stage of production, is sufficiently
flexible and adaptable to accommodate this
diversity into the future.

Curriculum contains 207 publications from the
period 1990 to 2006, which makes it one of the
largest themes within the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research. It has been divided into four
sub-themes, namely:

• Curriculum Philosophy [22]

• Curriculum Development [27]

• Curriculum Implementation [142]

• Curriculum Evaluation [16]

Curriculum Philosophy

The range and diversity of Curriculum
Philosophies evident at a practice level within
ECCE services in Ireland is well-reflected in this
sub-theme. The hosting of the international
Froebel conference in Dublin in 2006 led to the
presentation of a range of papers relating to
Froebelian approaches in Ireland (Abrahamse-
Grafton, 2006; Butler and Oldham, 2006; Carey,
2006; Douglas, 2006b; Lally, 2006; O’Connor,
2006; Seery, 2006) and the conference
proceedings will be published later in 2007.
Researchers such as Culhane (2003), Dunlea
(1990), Hurley (1997), Mhic Ghearailt (2004), St.
Nicholas Montessori College (1996) and St.
Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (2005)
have reported on the curricular and pedagogical
approaches of Maria Montessori. A more limited
focus has been documented on other
approaches used in Ireland, such as that of Marte
Meo (Connolly, 2006), Steiner (O’Sheil, 2006; Ó
Siail, 2004) and Reggio Emilia (Ridgway, 2006b).
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6Carey, D. (2006). The Development of Froebel Education in Kenya and East Africa. Presentation at the
International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel
Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Connolly, L. (2006). The Marte Meo Programme: Fostering Interpersonal Skills. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Conway, P. (2003). The Sesame Street Story: Lessons in Curriculum, Culture and Collaboration. Paper
presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Conference, Cork.

Culhane, J. (2003). The Development of Maria Montessori's Religious Education System: The Value of
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Douglas, F. (2006b). The Relevance of Friedrich Froebel to Early Years Education and Care Today.
Keynote presentation at the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From
Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Dunlea, C. (1990). The Relevance of Montessori Education: A Study of Children in Montessori Schools in
the Cork Area. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Hurley, S. (1997). A Comparative Study in Early Childhood Education (The Irish National School
Curriculum and the Montessori Method). M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Lally, K. (2006). Work and Play in Visual Art Education: Approaches by Froebel Students. Presentation at
the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking
Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Logan, A. (1991). Pupil Opinion – A Contribution to Child-Centred Theory and to Curriculum and Staff
Development. D. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Mhic Ghearailt, S. (2004). An Modh Oideachais Montessori (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 127-128.

O’Connor, M. (2006). An Interpretation of Froebelian Theory and Practice in Ireland in the Late
Nineteenth Century. Presentation at the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference,
Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

O’Sheil, P. (2006). A Different Way of Knowing (Steiner-Waldorf). Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland)
Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork,
April 2006.

Ó Siail, P. (2004). Ag Cur Aithne ar an Saol – Cur Chuige Rudolf Steiner (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 129-132.

Ridgway, A. (2006b). Reflections on the Reggio Emilia Experience. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

Seery, A. (2006). Froebel’s ‘Spielpaedagogicke’ and the Playfulness of Post-modernism. Presentation at
the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking
Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (n.d.). Guidelines for Montessori Schools. Dublin: St. Nicholas
Montessori Society of Ireland.

St. Nicholas Montessori College (1996). Early Childhood (21/2-6). Dublin: St. Nicholas Montessori College.

St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (2005). Montessori Education: A Foundation for Life – A
Guideline Booklet for Montessori Pre-Schools. Dublin: St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland.
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6

Curriculum Development

A large number of publications put emphasis on
the process of Curriculum Development in the
ECCE sector in Ireland. These relate to
curriculum development in both the informal
and formal sectors, namely in the preschool
arena and within the infant classes of primary
schools. In the former category, a significant
number of publications relate to the
development of the forthcoming NCCA
Framework for Early Learning, which will
provide an overarching structure for curriculum
development within the ECCE sector. De Paor
(2004a; 2004b), Fitzpatrick and Forster (2005;
2006), Forster (2004a; 2004b; 2004c), Forster et
al. (2006) and Maxwell (2006) have documented
the consultative process and methodologies
employed in developing the Framework for
Early Learning (NCCA, 2004a; 2005a). Hayes
(1999b; 2003a; 2003b; 2003c) focused on a
partnership and integrated approach to
curriculum development in the early years.
Curriculum development in the infant classes of
primary schools is better represented by
research in the Irish context than is the informal,
non-school sector. This is owing to the large
reform of the curriculum in primary schools,
including the infant classes, in the late 1990s
and the ongoing review of implementation
currently in operation. The primary school
curriculum is documented in DES (1999b), while
guidelines for parents to support and extend
their child’s learning in the home were
subsequently produced (DES, 1999c). Particular
guidelines and advice have also been prepared
relating to specific contexts of practice in
primary schools, including the Early Start
curricular guidelines (In-career Development
Team, 1998) and Educate Together schools
(Educate Together, 2004). The NCCA (1999)
produced discussion documents on educational
provision for pupils with varying levels of special
needs across the range of subjects taught in
primary schools. 

De Paor, C. (2004a). Towards a Framework for Early Learning. Paper presented at Promoting Quality
Early Childhood Services Conference, Limerick, May 2004.

De Paor, C. (2004b). Key Ideas 5-9: Outline of Findings from Consultation. Paper presented at the
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment Conference, Towards a Framework for Early Learning,
Dublin Castle, December 2004.

Forbairt Curaclaim

Leag a lán foilseachán béim ar an bpróiseas um
Fhorbairt Curaclaim san earnáil COLO in Éirinn.
Baineann siad le forbairt curaclaim sna
hearnálacha neamhfhoirmiúla agus foirmiúla
araon, is é sin sa chomhthéacs réamhscoile agus i
ranganna naíonán bunscoileanna. Sa chéad
chatagóir, baineann a lán foilseachán le forbairt
Framework for Early Learning an NCCA atá le
teacht amach go luath agus a chuirfidh struchtúr
uileghabhálach ar fáil d'fhorbairt curaclaim
laistigh den earnáil COLO.  Thaifead De Paor
(2004a; 2004b), Fitzpatrick agus Forster (2005;
2006), Forster (2004a; 2004b; 2004c), Forster et
al. (2006) agus Maxwell (2006) an próiseas agus
na modheolaíochtaí comhairliúcháin a úsáideadh
chun an Framework for Early Learning (NCCA,
2004a; 2005a) a fhorbairt. Dhírigh Hayes (1999b;
2003a; 2003b; 2003c) ar chur chuige
comhpháirtíochta agus comhtháite i leith
forbartha curaclaim sna blianta luatha. Tá níos
mó taighde i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann a
bhaineann le forbairt curaclaim i ranganna
naíonán bunscoileanna ná mar a bhaineann leis
an earnáil neamhfhoirmiúil, neamhscoile. Tá sé
sin mar thoradh ar leasú mór an churaclaim i
mbunscoileanna, na ranganna naíonán san
áireamh, go déanach sna 1990í agus an t-
athbhreithniú leanúnach ar a chur i bhfeidhm
atá á dhéanamh faoi láthair.  Déantar cur síos ar
churaclam na bunscoile i DES (1999b), agus
táirgeadh treoirlínte do thuismitheoirí ansin
chun cabhrú leo tacú le foghlaim an linbh sa
bhaile agus an fhoghlaim sin a leathnú (DES,
1999c).  Ullmhaíodh treoirlínte agus comhairle ar
leith freisin i leith comhthéacsanna sonracha an
chleachtais i mbunscoileanna, lena n-áirítear
treoirlínte curaclaim Tús Luath (Foireann
Forbartha Ionghairme, 1998) agus scoileanna
Educate Together (Educate Together, 2004).
Tháirg an NCCA (1999) cáipéisí plé ar sholáthar
oideachais do dhaltaí le leibhéil éagsúla
riachtanas speisialta thar raon na n-ábhar a
mhúintear i mbunscoileanna. 

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004j). “Tagaigí – Mairmís i dTeanna ár bPáistí” - Friedrich Froebel 1782-1852 (in) Uí
Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí
Teo, pp. 123-126.

Waldron, F. (1992). Child Education and Liberating Pedagogy: An Exploration of the Relevance of
Freirean Pedagogy to Child Education. M. Eq.St. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.
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6Department of Education and Science (1999b). Primary School Curriculum. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (1999c). Primary School Curriculum – Your Child’s Learning –
Guidelines for Parents. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Educate Together (2004). Learn Together – An Ethical Education Curriculum for Educate Together
Schools. Dublin: Educate Together.

Fallon, J. and Walsh, T. (2006). Symposium on the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education. Presentation at the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From
Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Fitzpatrick, S. and Forster A. (2005). What about the Child? Representing the Child’s Voice in Developing
a Framework for Early Learning. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as
Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Fitzpatrick, S. and Forster, A. (2006). A Framework for Early Learning (in) Irish National Teachers’
Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative
Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 90-99.

Forster, A. (2004a). Framework for Early Learning. Paper presented at National Disability Authority
Conference, Living, Learning and Working with Special Educational Needs, Dublin, July 2004.

Forster, A. (2004b). Towards a Framework for Early Learning. Paper presented at the EECERA
Conference, Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Forster, A. (2004c). Key Ideas 1-4: Findings from the Consultation. Paper presented at the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment Conference, Towards a Framework for Early Learning, Dublin
Castle, December 2004.

Forster, A., Brennan, P., Daly, M., Fitzpatrick, S., Maxwell, M., Murphy, R., O’Connor, E. and Sweeney, A.
(2006). Democratising Curriculum Development: Children’s Voices. Symposium presented at the Annual
EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Harris, J., Uí Dhufaigh, M., Ó Néill, P. agus Ó Súilleabháin, E. (1996). Cúrsaí Nua Gaeilge na Bunscoile:
Moltaí agus Ábhar Samplach: Imleabhar I: (Naíonáin Shóisearacha - Rang 2). Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúd
Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Hayes, N. (1999b). Partnership in Curriculum Development (in) Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.)
(1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and Policy in Early
Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Hayes, N. (2003a). In Medias Res: Reconciling Psychological Research and Educational Practice. Paper
presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Possible Childhoods: Relationships and Choices, University
of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September 2003.

Hayes, N. (2003b). Towards a Nurturing Pedagogy: Re-conceptualising Care and Education in the Early
Years (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 140-152.

Hayes, N. (2003c). Play, Care and Learning: Creating an Integrated Curriculum for Early Childhood
Education in Ireland (in) Karlsson Lohmander, M. (Ed.) (2003). Care, Play and Learning: Curricula for Early
Childhood Education Volume 5, Researching Early Childhood. Göteborg: Early Childhood Research and
Development Centre, Göteborg University, pp. 69-81.

In-Career Development Team (1998). Early Start Preschool Intervention Project - Curricular Guidelines
for Good Practice. (Unpublished).

Maxwell, M. (2006). Developing Curriculum through Partnership. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual
Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 65



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

66

6

Cur-i-nGníomh Curaclaim

Is fo-théama leathan é an fo-théama Cur-i-
nGníomh Curaclaim agus cuimsíonn sé foilseacháin
a bhaineann le cur-i-ngníomh curaclaim agus cláir
san earnáil fhoirmiúil agus san earnáil
neamhfhoirmiúil araon. Déanann Brennan (2004a),
Brennan agus Connolly (2005), IPPA (2004c) agus
Playtime Pre-school (2000) cur síos ar thaighde ar
chur i bhfeidhm curaclam bunaithe ar shúgradh i
suímh na mblianta luatha. Díríonn Hijmans (1999)
agus Mhic Mhathúna (2002a; 2003a; 2004a; 2005a;
2005b; 2005c; 2006b) ar theagasc agus foghlaim na
Gaeilge i Naíonraí. D’fhoilsigh Mac Con Iomaire
(2004) agus Mac Seanlaoich (1995) treoir shonrach
do Naíonraí, agus tugann foilseacháin ó Chumann
Montessori San Nioclás in Éirinn tacaíocht do
chleachtas Montessori (n.d.; 2005). Tugann Brady
(2004a), Canavan (2004), Canavan Corr (2006); Mhic
Ghabhann (2004) agus Pettersen (2006) aird ar
úsáid clár TFC i suímh na mblianta luatha. Déanann
O’Sullivan (1999) cur síos ar an tionchar a bhíonn
ag úsáid cláir um machnamh criticiúil sna blianta
luatha. Déanann roinnt foilseachán anailísí
comparáideacha ar chuir chuige churaclaim éagsúla
in Éirinn (Donnelly, 2001; Hurley, 1997) agus go
hidirnáisiúnta (Horgan agus Douglas, 1995a; Ryan,
2002a; 2002b). 

Arís, baineann a lán den taighde san fho-
théama seo le ranganna naíonán bunscoileanna.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (1999). Special Educational Needs – Curricular Needs:
Discussion Paper. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2004a). Towards a Framework for Early Learning - A
Consultative Document. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2004b). Towards a Framework for Early Learning - A
Consultative Document: Executive Summary. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2004d). Assessment in Primary Schools - Draft. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005a). Towards a Framework for Early Learning – Final
Consultation Report. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2006a). Language and Literacy in Irish-medium
Primary Schools – Descriptions of Practice. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2006b). Language and Literacy in Irish-medium Primary
Schools – Questionnaire. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

Smith, A. (1999). The Role of an Early Childhood Curriculum: Promoting Diversity Versus Uniformity (in)
Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International
Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

St. Nicholas Montessori College (1996). Early Childhood (21/2-6). Dublin: St. Nicholas Montessori College.

Curriculum Implementation

The sub-theme of Curriculum Implementation is
extensive in nature and contains publications
relating to curriculum and programme
implementation in both the formal and informal
sectors. Brennan (2004a), Brennan and Connolly
(2005), IPPA (2004c) and Playtime Pre-school
(2000) document research into the
implementation of play-based curricula in early
years settings. Hijmans (1999) and Mhic Mhathúna
(2002a; 2003a; 2004a; 2005a; 2005b; 2005c; 2006b)
focus on the teaching and learning of Irish in
Naíonraí. Guidance specific to Naíonraí has been
published by Mac Con Iomaire (2004) and Mac
Seanlaoich (1995), while Montessori practice is
supported by publications from St. Nicholas
Montessori Society of Ireland (n.d.; 2005).
Attention is given by Brady (2004a), Canavan
(2004), Canavan Corr (2006); Mhic Ghabhann
(2004) and Pettersen (2006) to the use of ICT
programmes in early years settings. O’Sullivan
(1999) documents the impact of using a critical
thinking programme in the early years. A number
of publications provide comparative analyses
between various curricular approaches in Ireland
(Donnelly, 2001; Hurley, 1997) and internationally
(Horgan and Douglas, 1995a; Ryan, 2002a; 2002b). 

Once again, much of the research in this sub-
theme relates to the infant classes of primary
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6Tugann raidhse taighdeoirí peirspictíocht
stairiúil agus shocheolaíoch ar chur i ngníomh
an churaclaim bhunscoile in Éirinn, lena n-
áirítear Kelleher (1991), Morgan (2002), Sugrue
(1990) agus Walsh (2005b; 2005c; 2006a).
Tugann roinnt taighdeoirí forbhreathnú ar na
gníomhaíochtaí agus curaclaim curtha i
ngníomh i ranganna naíonán bunscoileanna
(Hayes, 1993b; 2004a; Horgan, 1995b; 1995c;
Murphy, 2002a), agus díríonn taighdeoirí eile ar
úsáid an tsúgartha mar mhodheolaíocht
(Horgan, 1991; Murphy, 2004a). Baineann roinnt
de na foilseacháin seo le teagasc na
litearthachta (Boyne, 2002; DES, 2005b; Healy,
1999; Hickey, 1992b; 2003a; Lally, 1993;
McCormack, 2002; McGough, 2000; Mehigan,
2002; Murphy, 2002a; 2002b; Ní Bhaoill agus Ó
Duibhir, 2004; Ó Laoire agus Harris, 2006; Shiel
agus Hogan, 1997; Shiel agus Larney, 1999) agus
na huimhearthachta (DES, 2005b; Dunphy, 2002;
2003; 2003b; 2005c; Gilheany, 2003; Irving, 2005;
Kearney, 1999; Mullan, 2005; Murphy, 2002a;
Surgenor et al., 2006) i mbunscoileanna. Tugann
roinnt taighdeoirí aghaidh ar chur i ngníomh
ghnéithe eile an churaclaim cosúil le
Corpoideachas (Cosgrave, 2006; Murphy, 2006a),
Oideachas Sóisialta, Pearsanta agus Sláinte
(INTO, 2006c), oideachas Ceoil (Kerins, 2002;
O’Reilly, 2002) agus oideachas Eolaíochta
(Walters, 2000). Thug an DES (2000b) treoir
shonrach maidir le soláthar tacaíochta
foghlama, agus le déanaí d’fhoilsigh an NCCA
treoirlínte i leith oideachais riachtanas speisialta
(NCCA, 2002), TFC i scoileanna (NCCA, 2004c),
oideachas idirchultúrtha (NCCA, 2005e) agus
Béarla a theagasc mar theanga bhreise (NCCA,
2006c). Tá a lán foilseachán táirgthe ag an INTO
maidir le gnéithe áirithe d’fhorbairt curaclaim i
mbunscoileanna (INTO, 1999; 2003a), agus bhain
taighde eile go sonrach leis na ranganna
naíonán (INTO, 1997a; 1997b). 

schools. A historical and sociological perspective
on the implementation of the primary school
curriculum in Ireland is provided by a host of
researchers, including Kelleher (1991), Morgan
(2002), Sugrue (1990) and Walsh (2005b; 2005c;
2006a). A number provide overviews of the
activities and curricula implemented in the
infant classes of primary schools (Hayes, 1993b;
2004a; Horgan, 1995b; 1995c; Murphy, 2002a),
while others focus on the use of play as a
methodology (Horgan, 1991; Murphy, 2004a).
Some of these publications relate to the
teaching of literacy (Boyne, 2002; DES, 2005b;
Healy, 1999; Hickey, 1992b; 2003a; Lally, 1993;
McCormack, 2002; McGough, 2000; Mehigan,
2002; Murphy, 2002a; 2002b; Ní Bhaoill and Ó
Duibhir, 2004; Ó Laoire and Harris, 2006; Shiel
and Hogan, 1997; Shiel and Larney, 1999) and
numeracy (DES, 2005b; Dunphy, 2002; 2003;
2003b; 2005c; Gilheany, 2003; Irving, 2005;
Kearney, 1999; Mullan, 2005; Murphy, 2002a;
Surgenor et al., 2006) in primary schools. A
number of researchers also address the
implementation of other aspects of the
curriculum, such as Physical Education (Cosgrave,
2006; Murphy, 2006a), Social, Personal and
Health Education (INTO, 2006c), Music education
(Kerins, 2002; O’Reilly, 2002) and Science
education (Walters, 2000). Specific guidance
relating to learning support provision was
furnished by the DES (2000b), while the NCCA
has recently published guidelines in relation to
special needs education (NCCA, 2002), ICT in
schools (NCCA, 2004c), intercultural education
(NCCA, 2005e) and teaching English as an
additional language (NCCA, 2006c). The INTO
has also produced many publications relating to
particular aspects of curriculum development
within primary schools (INTO, 1999; 2003a),
while other research related specifically to the
infant classes (INTO, 1997a; 1997b). 

Boyne, M. (2002). The Influence of a Shared Reading Programme on the Attitudes to Reading and
Reading Habits of Young Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Brady, B. (2004a). ‘Computers Characters’ – Barnardos’ Participatory IT Project for Children, Galway.
Galway: Western Health Board/ National University of Ireland, Galway Child and Family Research and
Policy Unit.

Brennan, C. (Ed.) (2004a). Power of Play: A Play Curriculum in Action. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood
Organisation.

Brennan, C. and Connolly, L. (2005). Power of Play: A Play Curriculum in Action – A Study of Theory and
Practice. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging,
Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Canavan, A. (2004). Paint, Sand and Computers: A Review of Barnardos’ Children and Technology
Programme (Eastern Region.Coastal). Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.
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6 Canavan Corr, A. (2006). Children and Technology: A Tool for Child Development. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Cogan, B. (2003). Before and After High/Scope. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003,
Cork.

Coogan, M., Kearns, A. and McCormack, M. (2005). Supporting Participation through Language and
Literacy Strategies. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity,
Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Cosgrave, C. (2006). Teaching Physical Education in Junior and Senior Infants: Practices and Perspectives.
M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick's College.

Department of Education and Science (2000b). Learning Support Guidelines. Dublin: The Stationery
Office. 

Department of Education and Science (2005b). Literacy and Numeracy in Disadvantaged Schools:
Challenges for Teachers and Learners. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2005c). Chief Inspector’s Report 2001-2004. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Donnelly, M. (2001). A Comparison of the Effects of the High/Scope and Playgroup Curricula on
Children’s Development in Disadvantaged Rural Areas in Ireland. M. Psych.Sc. Thesis. Dublin: University
College Dublin.

Douglas, F., Horgan, M. and O’Brien, C. (Eds.) (2000). Project E.Y.E. An Irish Curriculum for the Three to
Four-Year-Old Child. Cork: University College Cork.

Douglas, F. and Sammon, M. (2000). The Evaluation of the Moyross Intervention Education Pilot Project –
Evaluation of Curriculum Change. Limerick: Curriculum Development Unit, Mary Immaculate College.

Dunphy, E. (2003). Research and the Development of Ideas about Number Relations and Addition in the
Early Years Classroom. Paper presented at the Second Annual Conference for Primary Mathematics,
Marino College, October 2003.

Dunphy, L. (2002). Mathematics with Story Books. Paper presented at the First Annual Conference of
Primary Teachers Mathematics Association, Marino College, October 2002.

Dunphy, L. (2003b). What Research is Saying about Teaching and Learning Addition in Early Years
Classrooms. Paper presented at the Second Annual Conference of Primary Teachers Mathematics
Association, Marino College, October 2003.

Dunphy, L. (2005c). Does Estimation Make Sense to Four-year-old Children? (in) Close, S., Dooley, T. and
Corcoran, D. (Eds.) (2005). Proceedings of First National Conference on Research on Mathematics
Education, St. Patrick’s College, pp. 34-56.

Egan, E. (1998). An Analysis of Key Issues in Planning a Strategy for the Implementation of the Revised
Primary Curriculum. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin. 

Ennis, E. (2006). Implementing a Learning Story Approach to Assessment with Junior Infants. M. Ed.
Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick's College.

Fay, A. and Nic Craith, D. (2006). Democracy in the Infant Classes in Ireland: Policy Challenges. Paper
presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education,
Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Gail, G. (2001). Teaching with Cats. Integration of Children’s Interests and Literature to Enhance
Reading Comprehension. Paper presented at Annual European Reading Conference, Dublin.
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6Gilheany, C. (2003). Star Children: A Video Study of Computers in Mathematics in a Junior Infant
Classroom. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Gill, B., Clifford, A., McCarthy, S., O’Shea, K. and Trant, A. (1999). Education for Reconciliation - A
Curriculum Investigation. Report to the Area Development Management/ Combat Poverty Agency
Programme for Peace and Reconciliation. Dublin: CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit and Area
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Curriculum Evaluation

The sub-theme of Curriculum Evaluation is less
extensive in nature, although there is significant
overlap between implementation and
evaluation. The implementation of the primary
school curriculum has been evaluated by a
number of researchers, including the INTO
(1996b) the DES (2005f), the NCCA (2005b;
2005c) and Walsh (2006a). The implementation

Meastóireacht ar Churaclam

Níl an fo-théama Meastóireacht ar Churaclam
chomh leathan leis na fo-théamaí eile, cé go
dtagann cur i ngníomh agus meastóireacht
trasna a chéile go minic. Rinne roinnt
taighdeoirí meastóireacht ar chur i ngníomh an
churaclaim bhunscoile, lena n-áirítear an INTO
(1996b), agus an DES (2005f), an NCCA (2005b;
2005c) agus Walsh (2006a). Tá go leor taighde
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6 déanta ar chur i ngníomh Tús Luath ó dheireadh
na 1990í, lena n-áirítear taighde déanta ag an
Ionad Taighde Oideachais (1998), Kelly agus
Kellaghan (1999) agus Lewis agus Archer (2002;
2003; 2005). Rinne Eivers et al. (2005) cur síos ar
ghnóthachtálacha litearthachta i scoileanna
Éireannacha, le moltaí do bheartas agus
cleachtas sa todhchaí.
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Educational Research Centre.

Eivers, E., Shiel, G., Perkins, R. and Cosgrove, J. (2005). Succeeding in Reading? Reading Standards in
Irish Primary Schools. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Eivers, E., Shiel, G. and Shortt, F. (2005). Literacy in Disadvantaged Primary Schools – Problems and
Solutions. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (2001). Seven Years Old: School Experience in Ireland. National Report of the
IEA Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1996b). Primary School Curriculum - An Evolutionary Process.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kelly, D. and Kellaghan, T. (1999). The Literacy and Numeracy Achievements of the First Cohort of Early
Start Children (1994-1995) when they were in Second Class (1998-1999). Dublin: Educational Research
Centre.

Lewis, M. and Archer, P. (2002). Further Evaluation of Early Start. Progress Report. Dublin: Educational
Research Centre.

Lewis, M. and Archer, P. (2003). Early Start Evaluation: Report on Observation Visits to Schools. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.

Lewis, M. and Archer, P. (2005). Observation Methodology in Preschool Programme Evaluation: The Early
Start Experience (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of
Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp.
214-224.

McGrattan, M. (1998). An Evaluation of the Impact of a Music Programme on the Social, Emotional and
Cultural Development of Deaf Children. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005b). Primary Curriculum Review Phase 1: Final
Report. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005c). Primary Curriculum Review Phase 1: Summary
of Findings and Recommendations. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.
Sammon, M. (1997). An Evaluative Study of the Curricular Aspects of an Intervention Project in a
Disadvantaged Area. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Walsh, T. (2005c). The Revised Programme of Instruction, 1900-1922. Paper presented at the Educational
Studies Association of Ireland Annual Conference, University College Cork, April 2005.

Walsh, T. (2006a). A Critical Analysis of Curricular Policy in Irish Primary Schools, 1897-1990. Ph.D Thesis.
Kildare: National University of Ireland Maynooth.
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7 Míbhuntáiste

Thug foilseacháin dheireanacha an rialtais a
bhaineann le COLO, go háirithe an Páipéar Bán
ar Oideachas na Luath-Óige Ready to Learn
(DES, 1999a), tosaíocht do sheirbhísí a sholáthar
do leanaí faoi mhíbhuntáiste oideachais,  Is é an
léiriú is déanaí den tiomantas beartais sin DEIS,
Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools
(DES, 2005e). 

Cuimsíonn an téama Míbhuntáiste 178
foilseachán agus i ndiaidh anailíse téamaí,
rangaíodh faoi na fo-théamaí seo a leanas iad:

• Beartas Poiblí a Fhorbairt [42]

• Aghaidh a Thabhairt ar Mhíbhuntáiste le linn
na mBlianta Luatha [26]

• Tionscnaimh Áitiúla agus Phobail [17]

• Cláir Scoilbhunaithe [62]

• Bochtaineacht Leanaí [31]

Beartas Poiblí a Fhorbairt

Cuimsíonn an fo-théama seo, Beartas Poiblí a
Fhorbairt chun déileáil le míbhuntáiste, cáipéisí
faoi fhorbairtí beartais agus plé poiblí a
rinneadh faoin míbhuntáiste le blianta beaga
anuas.  Baineann roinnt foilseachán le dearadh
agus cur i ngníomh na Straitéise Náisiúnta
Frithbhochtaineachta, a choinníonn fócas ar
idirghabháil luath (Combat Poverty Agency,
2001; An Roinn Gnóthaí Sóisialta 1996a; An
Roinn Gnóthaí Sóisialta, Pobail agus Teaghlaigh,
2001; 2002). D’eisigh an CECDE (2004i) agus an
Combat Poverty Agency (1997; 1998a; 1998b)
aighnis maidir leis an tábhacht ollmhór a
bhaineann le COLO ar ardchaighdeán a
sholáthar chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar
mhíbhuntáiste sna blianta luatha. Bhí an cheist
faoi conas bochtaineacht agus míbhuntáiste sna
blianta luatha a aithint agus a anailísiú mar
fhócas go leor foilseachán, lena n-áirítear Archer
(2001), Connolly (2006), Cregan agus Lodge
(2001), Hayes (1997), Nolan agus Callan (1994)
agus Pringle et al. (1999). Rinne roinnt
taighdeoirí, cosúil le Area Development
Management (2000b) agus an Combat Poverty
Agency (1998b), cur síos ar ról COLO maidir le
dul i ngleic le tionchar an mhíbhuntáiste agus
an tionchar sin a íoslaghdú. 

Disadvantage

Recent government publications relating to
ECCE have prioritised the provision of services to
children affected by educational disadvantage,
most notably the White Paper on Early
Education, Ready to Learn (DES, 1999a). The
most recent manifestation of this policy
commitment is DEIS, Delivering Equality of
Opportunity in Schools (DES, 2005e). 

The theme on Disadvantage is comprised of 178
publications and following thematic analysis,
the following sub-themes emerged:

• Developing Public Policy [42]

• Addressing Disadvantage in the Early Years
[26]

• Local and Community Initiatives [17]

• School-based Programmes [62]

• Child Poverty [31]

Developing Public Policy

This sub-theme, Developing Public Policy on
disadvantage, documents policy developments
and public discourse on disadvantage in recent
years. A number of publications relate to the
devising and implementation of the National
Anti-poverty Strategy, which maintains a focus
on early intervention (Combat Poverty Agency,
2001; Department of Social Welfare, 1996a;
Department of Social, Community and Family
Affairs, 2001; 2002). The CECDE (2004i) and the
Combat Poverty Agency (1997; 1998a; 1998b)
have produced submissions relating to the
critical importance of quality ECCE provision to
address disadvantage in the early years. The
issue of identifying and analysing poverty and
disadvantage in the early years has been the
focus of many publications, including Archer
(2001), Connolly (2006), Cregan and Lodge
(2001), Hayes (1997), Nolan and Callan (1994)
and Pringle et al. (1999). The role of ECCE in
combating and alleviating the effects of
disadvantage is documented by a number of
researchers, such as Area Development
Management (2000b) and the Combat Poverty
Agency (1998b). 
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7Archer, P. (2001). Public Spending on Education, Inequality and Poverty (in) Cantillon, S., Corrigan, C.,
Kirby, P. and O’Flynn, J. (Eds.) (2001). Rich and Poor: Perspectives on Tackling Inequality in Ireland.
Dublin: Oak Tree Press and Combat Poverty Agency, pp. 197-234. 

Area Development Management (2000b). Progressing Equality Through Childcare. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Barnardos (2006b). School Report 2006. Dublin: Barnardos.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004c). On Target? An Audit of Provision of
Services Targeting Disadvantage and Special Needs among Children from Birth to Six Years in Ireland.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004i). Submission to the Office of Social
Inclusion, Department of Social and Family Affairs. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education.

Combat Poverty Agency (1993). Education, Inequality and Poverty: A Response to the Green Paper on
Education. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1994). Papers from National Conference on Disability, Exclusion and Poverty.
Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1997). Prioritising Poverty: Submission to the Minister for Social, Community
and Family Affairs on the 1998 Budget. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1998a). Investing in Children: Proposals to Budget 1999. Dublin: Combat
Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1998b). The Role of Childcare in Tackling Poverty. Submission to the Expert
Working Group on Childcare. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1998c). Position Paper for the National Forum on Early Childhood Education.
Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1998d). Submission on White Paper on Rural Development. Dublin: Combat
Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (2001). A Summary of Proposals to the National Anti-Poverty Strategy. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Conference of Major Religious Superiors (1992b). Study Guide to the Green Paper on Education:
Education for a Changing World. Dublin: Conference of Major Religious Superiors.

Connolly, T. (2006). The Missing Link? Early Childhood in Ireland and Educational Disadvantage (in)
Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 287-297.

Craig, S. and Kernan, M. (1998). Family Day Care Provision (Childminding): An Overview. A Report to the
Expert Working Group on Childcare: Sub-Group on Resourcing and Sustaining Childcare within Urban
Disadvantaged Areas. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Cregan, A. and Lodge, A. (2000). An Analysis of Policies and Strategies Aimed at Tackling Educational
Disadvantage in the Primary and Pre-primary Sectors. Paper presented at the Educational Studies
Association of Ireland Annual Conference, National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Cullen, B. (1997a). Educational Support Project – Review Report. Dublin: The Children’s Research Centre.

Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs (2001). Review of the National Anti-Poverty
Strategy Framework Document 2001. Dublin: The Stationery Office.
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7 Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs (2002). Building an Inclusive Society: Review of the
National Anti-Poverty Strategy, under the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Social Welfare (1996a). Sharing in Progress - National Anti-Poverty Strategy. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Donnelly, P. (1999). To Be a Child (in) Ward, N. and Dooney, T. (Eds.) (1999). Irish Education for the 21st
Century. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 1-12. 

European Social Fund Programme Evaluation Unit (1997). Preliminary Evaluation: Preventive Actions in
Education. Dublin: European Social Fund Programme Evaluation Unit.

French, G. (2006a). Learning From Families: Policies and Practices to Combat Social Exclusion Amongst
Families with Young Children in Europe – Irish National Report. Dublin: Home-Start National Office Ireland.

Harvey, B. (1994). Combating Exclusion – Lessons for the Third EU Poverty Programme in Ireland 1989-
1994. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency. 

Harvey, B. (2001). Report re Socio-Economic Environment. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s
Resource Centre.

Hayes, N. (1992a). Education for a Changing World and its Position on Early Education and Educational
Disadvantage. A Report for the Combat Poverty Agency. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Hayes, N. (1997). Social Exclusion and Irish Policy Regarding Early Interventions. Paper presented at the
28th Psychological Society of Ireland Conference, Ennis.

Home Start International (2003). Tackling Social Exclusion in Families with Young Children. London:
Home Start International.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (n.d.). Look Who’s Talking: An Independent
Review to Combat the Social Exclusion of Young People. Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children.

McAuley, K. and Brattman, M. (2002). Hearing Young Voices. It’s Not Rocket Science: Consulting
Children and Young People, Including those Experiencing Poverty or Other Forms of Social Inclusion, in
relation to Public Policy Development in Ireland. Dublin: Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative.

Millar, J., Leeper, S. and Davies, C. (1992). Lone Parents: Poverty and Public Policy in Ireland. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Nolan, B. and Callan, T. (Eds.) (1994). Poverty and Policy in Ireland. Dublin: Gill and MacMillan.

Nolan, B. and Whelan, C. (1996). Resources, Deprivation and Poverty. Dublin: Clarendon Press.

PAUL Partnership (1997). Submission to the Expert Working Group on Childcare. (Unpublished).

Pavee Point (1995). Incorporating an Anti-Discrimination Theme within the Proposed National Anti-
Poverty Strategy. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Planet Policy Document (2000). Childcare and Social Inclusion: Policy Measures for the Development and
Provision of Inclusive Quality Early Childhood Care and Education Services. Wexford: Planet Policy
Document.

Plumb, M. and Walsh, J. (2000). Child Income Support: Options for Policy Reform. Dublin: Economic and
Social Research Institute.

Pringle, D., Walsh, J. and Hennessy, M. (Eds.) (1999). Poor People, Poor Places; A Geography of Poverty
and Deprivation in Ireland. Dublin: Oak Tree Press.
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7Society of St. Vincent de Paul (2003). Learning to Make Do Won’t Do – A Survey on Educational
Disadvantage. Dublin: Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Tormey, R. (1999). Researching Educational Disadvantage: An Outline of an Agenda. Limerick: CEDR
Occasional Paper No. 1, Mary Immaculate College.

Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice (2001). One Long Struggle – A Study of Low Income Families.
Dublin: Vincentian Partnership for Justice.

Addressing Disadvantage in the Early
Years

A large number of publications within the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research relate
specifically to Addressing Disadvantage in the
Early Years. A number of these focus on the
importance of early intervention strategies to
combat disadvantage, such as Fallon (2004a;
2004b; 2005a), Hanlon and Hayes (2005; 2006a;
2006b) and O’Flaherty (1995). The importance of
curriculum and pedagogy in alleviating
disadvantage is documented by Donnelly (2001),
O’Flaherty (1995) and Sammon (1997).
McKeown (1999; 2000; 2002b), McKeown and
Galvin (2001), McKeown et al. (2000; 2001) and
Molloy (2002) highlight the importance of
addressing disadvantage in the early years in
the context of the family unit. 

Donnelly, M. (2001). A Comparison of the Effects of the High/Scope and Playgroup Curricula on
Children’s Development in Disadvantaged Rural Areas in Ireland. M. Psych.Sc. Thesis. Dublin: University
College Dublin.

Fallon, J. (2003). CECDE and Educational Disadvantage: Context and Understanding (in) Hayes, N. and
Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 282-298.

Fallon, J. (2004a). On Target? Targeting Disadvantage and Special Needs Among Children aged Birth to
Six in Ireland (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings
of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 134-152.

Fallon, J. (2004b). Early Intervention. Paper presented at Voices and Images of Childhood and
Adolescence: Rethinking Young Peoples’ Identities Conference, St. Patrick’s College, October 2004.

Fallon, J. (2005a). Targeting Disadvantage Among Young Children in the Republic of Ireland. Child Care
in Practice, Volume 11, No. 3, July 2005, pp. 289-311.

Hanafin, J. and Lynch, A. (2002). Peripheral Voices: Parental Involvement, Social Class and Educational
Disadvantage. British Journal of Sociology of Education, Volume 23, No. 1, pp. 35-50.

Hanlon, L and Hayes, N. (2005). Early Assessment and Educational Disadvantage. Paper presented at the
Annual EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin,
August/ September 2005.

Hanlon, L. and Hayes, N. (2006a). Early Assessment and Intervention in Educational Disadvantage.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Hanlon, L. and Hayes, N. (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - Early Assessment and Intervention in

Aghaidh a Thabhairt ar Mhíbhuntáiste le
linn na mBlianta Luatha

Baineann líon mór foilseachán sa Dara hEagrán
den Iniúchadh Taighde go sonrach le hAghaidh
a Thabhairt ar Mhíbhuntáiste le linn na
mBlianta Luatha. Díríonn roinnt acu sin ar
thábhacht na straitéisí idirghabhála luaithe chun
dul i ngleic le míbhuntáiste, cosúil le Fallon
(2004a; 2004b; 2005a), Hanlon agus Hayes (2005;
2006a; 2006b) agus O’Flaherty (1995). Déanann
Donnelly (2001), O’Flaherty (1995) agus Sammon
(1997) cur síos ar thábhacht an churaclaim agus
na hoideolaíochta chun míbhuntáiste a mhaolú.
Leagann McKeown (1999; 2000; 2002b),
McKeown agus Galvin (2001), McKeown et al.
(2000; 2001) agus Molloy (2002) béim ar an
tábhacht aghaidh a thabhairt ar mhíbhuntáiste
sna blianta luatha i gcomhthéacs aonad an
teaghlaigh. 

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 81



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

82

7 Educational Disadvantage. Executive Summary. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education.

Hayes, N. (2004f). Early Childhood Education: Building Equality for All. Paper presented at the Building
Equality Through Education Conference, Dublin, November/ December 2004.

McDonnell, A. (2005). Supporting Quality through Targeted Research on Special Needs and
Disadvantage (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of
Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp.
343-351.

McKeown, K. (1999). Springboard Evaluation System. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K. (2000). Supporting Families: A Guide to What Works in Family Support Services for
Vulnerable Families. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

McKeown, K. (2002b). Springboard Initiatives: Family Support Projects for Children at Risk – A Guide to
what Works in Family Support Services for Vulnerable Families. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

McKeown, K. and Fitzgerald, G. (1997). Developing Childcare Services in Disadvantaged Areas: Final
Report of the Pilot Childcare Initiative (1994-1995). Dublin: Kieran McKeown Ltd.

McKeown, K. and Galvin, M. (2001). Springboard Indicators of Quality in Family Support Services.
Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K., Haase, T. and Pratschke, J. (2000). Does Family Support Make a Difference? Interim
Evaluation of Springboard, January to May 2000. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K. Haase, T. and Pratschke, J. (2001). Springboard: Promoting Family Well-Being through
Family Support Services. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Molloy, B. (2002). Still Going Strong: A Tracer Study of the Community Mothers Programme. Dublin:
Bernard Van Leer Foundation.

Murphy, B. (2000). Support for the Educationally and Socially Disadvantaged – An Introductory Guide to
Government Funded Initiatives in Ireland. Cork: University College Cork.

O’Byrne, A. (1998). An Exploration of Preschool Education for Children from Disadvantaged Areas. M.
Ed. Thesis. Limerick: Mary Immaculate College.

O’Flaherty, J. (1995). Intervention in the Early Years. An Evaluation of the High/Scope Curriculum.
London: National Children’s Bureau.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1996). Integrating Services for Children at
Risk. Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

Planet Childcare Policy Group (2004). Community Childcare Services in Disadvantaged Areas – Current
Review and Future Recommendations. Wexford: Planet Publications.

Planet Policy Document (2000). Childcare and Social Inclusion: Policy Measures for the Development and
Provision of Inclusive Quality Early Childhood Care and Education Services. Wexford: Planet Policy
Document.

Sammon, M. (1997). An Evaluative Study of the Curricular Aspects of an Intervention Project in a
Disadvantaged Area. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.
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7Local and Community Initiatives

Recent years have witnessed the establishment
of a range of Local and Community Initiatives to
combat disadvantage in the early years. Many of
these focus on the critical importance of
addressing disadvantage in the context of wider
community development strategies (Barnardos,
1998a; Brown, 2003; Combat Poverty Agency,
2000d; 2000e; Community Workers Cooperative,
1999; 2002; Rourke, 1999; Walsh et al., 1998).
Other publications evaluate the effectiveness of
local initiatives within communities in alleviating
disadvantage in the early years (Douglas and
Sammon, 2000; Integrated Services Initiative,
1997). 

Amber Consulting Team Ltd. (2005). Opening Doors – Barriers and Challenges Faced by Four Target
Groups Accessing Childcare in Fingal County. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Barnardos (1998a). Childcare in Disadvantaged Areas: A Partnership Approach to Viability. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Bernard, J. (2000). Approaches to Early Education in Areas of Rural Disadvantage. Presentation to the
National Conference on Educational Disadvantage, Area Development Management.

Brown, M. (2003). Helping Children Feel They Belong – A Guide to Good Practice in Community-Based
Prevention and Support Work with Children and Young People at Risk of Educational Disadvantage.
Dublin: Children’s Research Centre.

Combat Poverty Agency (2000d). The Role of Community Development in Tackling Poverty. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (2000e). Networks – A Strategic Approach to Educational Disadvantage.
Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Community Workers Co-operative (1999). Strategies to Address Educational Disadvantage. Strategy
Guide 4, Local Development and Research Information Project. Dublin: Community Workers Co-
operative.

Community Workers Co-operative (2002). Equalising Outcomes in Education: Using Community
Development Approaches to Tackle Educational Inequality. Dublin: Community Workers Co-operative.

Douglas, F. and Sammon, M. (2000). The Evaluation of the Moyross Intervention Education Pilot Project
– Evaluation of Curriculum Change. Limerick: Curriculum Development Unit, Mary Immaculate College.

Hennessy, E. and Donnelly, M. (2005). After-School Care in Disadvantaged Areas – The Perspectives of
Children, Parents and Experts. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Integrated Services Initiative (1997). Common Goals – Unmet Needs: Meaningful Collaboration in
Tackling Exclusion in Dublin’s North East Inner City. Dublin: Integrated Services Initiative.

Partas, Tallaght Partnership and Tallaght Welfare Society (2004). An Unsuitable Fit – Sustainability of
Community Childcare Centres in Disadvantaged Urban Areas. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Planet Childcare Policy Group (2004). Community Childcare Services in Disadvantaged Areas – Current
Review and Future Recommendations. Wexford: Planet Publications.

Rourke, S. (1999). A Learning Experience – Case Studies on Local Integrated Strategies to Tackle

Tionscnaimh Áitiúla agus Phobail

Le blianta beaga anuas, bunaíodh raon
Tionscnamh Áitiúil agus Pobail chun dul i ngleic
le míbhuntáiste sna blianta luatha. Díríonn go
leor foilseachán ar an tábhacht ollmhór aghaidh
a thabhairt ar mhíbhuntáiste i gcomhthéacs
straitéisí forbartha pobail níos leithne
(Barnardos, 1998a; Brown, 2003; Combat
Poverty Agency, 2000d; 2000e; Community
Workers Cooperative, 1999; 2002; Rourke, 1999;
Walsh et al., 1998).  Déanann foilseacháin eile
meastóireacht ar cé chomh héifeachtúil agus a
bhíonn tionscnaimh áitiúla laistigh de phobail i
leith míbhuntáiste sna blianta luatha a mhaolú
(Douglas agus Sammon, 2000; Integrated
Services Initiative, 1997). 
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7 Educational Disadvantage. Dublin: YouthStart and Combat Poverty Agency.

Rourke, S. and Shiels, J. (1998). Educational Disadvantage in the Southern Border Counties of Ireland.
Monaghan: Area Development Management/ Combat Poverty Agency Programme for Peace and
Reconciliation. 

Tralee Educational Network (1997). Educational Disadvantage is the Issue – Is Integration the Answer?
Kerry: Partnership Trá Lí.

Walsh, J., Craig, S. and McCafferty, D. (1998). Local Partnerships for Social Inclusion. Dublin: Oak Tree
Press and Combat Poverty Agency.

School-based Programmes

The largest sub-theme relates to the
development of School-based Programmes to
tackle educational disadvantage. A number of
reviews overview and evaluate initiatives in
operation within the education system,
including Archer and Weir (2004), Boldt (1999),
Cregan and Lodge (2000), DES (2003a), INTO
(1994a; 2000b), Kellaghan et al. (1995) and
Walsh (2001). The DES has initiated a number of
schemes since the early 1990s to specifically
address the needs of disadvantaged pupils. One
such scheme is the Home School Community
Liaison scheme to promote greater partnership
and communication between the home and
school and a significant amount of research on
its operation has been conducted (Archer and
Shortt, 2003; Conaty, 2000; Department of
Education, 1992b; Ryan, 1994; 1999). Early Start
was introduced as an early intervention pilot
scheme in 1994 for children prior to enrolling in
the infant classes and its implementation to
date has been documented and evaluated by
Delaney (1997), Department of Education
(1994b), DES (2002c), the In-career Development
Team (1998), Lewis and Archer (2002; 2003;
2005) and Murphy (1998). Other initiatives that
have been the focus of research include the
Breaking the Cycle scheme (Byrne, 1999;
Department of Education, 1997; Grant, 1998;
Weir, 1999; Weir and Eivers, 1998a; 1998b; Weir
and Ryan, 2000a; 2000b; Weir et al., 2002a;
2002b) and Giving Children an Even Break (DES,
2001; INTO, 2004; Weir, 2004). The inception of
the Educational Disadvantage Committee has
resulted in a number of submissions to inform
policy development (CECDE, 2003c) and
publications following the deliberations of the
Committee (Educational Disadvantage
Committee, 2003a; 2003b; 2005). More recently,
the DES has conducted a number of reviews of
progress relating to literacy and numeracy in
disadvantaged schools (DES, 2005b; Eivers et al.,
2005) and has introduced a new scheme to
promote educational inclusion (DES, 2005e).

Cláir Scoilbhunaithe

Baineann an fo-théama is mó le forbairt Clár
Scoilbhunaithe chun dul i ngleic le míbhuntáiste
oideachais. Tugann roinnt athbhreithnithe
forbhreathnú agus déanann siad meastóireacht ar
thionscnaimh atá ag feidhmiú laistigh den chóras
oideachais, lena n-áirítear Archer agus Weir
(2004), Boldt (1999), Cregan agus Lodge (2000),
DES (2003a), INTO (1994a; 2000b), Kellaghan et al.
(1995) agus Walsh (2001). Chuir an DES tús le
roinnt scéimeanna ó thús na 1990í chun aghaidh
a thabhairt ar riachtanais shonracha na ndaltaí
faoi mhíbhuntáiste.  Scéim amháin dá leithéid ná
an Scéim Theagmhála Baile, Scoile agus an
Phobail chun comhpháirtíocht agus cumarsáid
níos mó a chothú idir an baile agus an scoil, agus
rinneadh cuid mhaith taighde ar chur i ngníomh
na scéime sin (Archer agus Shortt, 2003; Conaty,
2000; an Roinn Oideachais, 1992b; Ryan, 1994;
1999). Cuireadh tús le Tús Luath i 1994 mar scéim
phíolóta d'idirghabháil luath do leanaí sular
chláraigh siad sna ranganna naíonán, agus rinne
Delaney (1997), an Roinn Oideachais (1994b), DES
(2002c), an Fhoireann Forbartha Ionghairme
(1998), Lewis agus Archer (2002; 2003; 2005) agus
Murphy (1998) cur síos agus meastóireacht ar chur
i ngníomh na scéime go dtí seo. Tionscnaimh eile
ar díríodh taighde orthu ná an scéim Breaking the
Cycle (Byrne, 1999; an Roinn Oideachais, 1997;
Grant, 1998; Weir, 1999; Weir agus Eivers, 1998a;
1998b; Weir agus Ryan, 2000a; 2000b; Weir et al.,
2002a; 2002b) agus Giving Children an Even Break
(DES, 2001; INTO, 2004; Weir, 2004). Mar thoradh
ar bhunú an Choiste um Míbhuntáiste Oideachais,
rinneadh roinnt aighneas chun treoir a thabhairt
d’fhorbairt beartais (CECDE, 2003c) agus roinnt
foilseachán bunaithe ar phlé an Choiste (an Coiste
um Míbhuntáiste Oideachais, 2003a; 2003b; 2005).
Le déanaí, rinne an DES roinnt athbhreithnithe ar
dhul chun cinn maidir le litearthacht agus
uimhearthacht i scoileanna faoi mhíbhuntáiste
(DES, 2005b; Eivers et al., 2005) agus tá scéim nua
curtha i bhfeidhm aici chun cuimsitheacht
oideachais a chur chun cinn (DES, 2005e).
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7Archer, P. and Shortt, F. (2003). Review of the Home School Community Liaison Scheme. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.

Archer, P. and Weir, S. (2004). Addressing Disadvantage – A Review of the International Literature and
of Strategy in Ireland. Dublin: Educational Disadvantage Committee.

Boldt, S. (1999). Primary School Initiatives. Dublin: Marino Institute of Education.

Boldt, S., Devine, B., McDevitt, D. and Morgan, M. (1998). Educational Disadvantage and Early School
Leaving. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Byrne, E. (1999). The Assessments of Parents, Teachers and Children on the Extent to which the Breaking
the Cycle Scheme has made a Difference to the Children’s Experiences at School and to Parental
Involvement. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2003c). Submission to the Educational
Disadvantage Committee. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004g). Submission on the Traveller Education
Strategy to the Educational Disadvantage Committee. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education.

Conaty, C. (2000). The Home, School, Community, Liaison Scheme. Institute of Guidance Counsellors
Journal, Volume 24, pp. 39-51.

Conference of Major Religious Superiors (1992a). Education and Poverty - Eliminating Disadvantage in
the Primary School Years. Dublin: Conference of Major Religious Superiors. 

Conference of Major Religious Superiors (1992c). Submission to the Department of Education on Home
School Community Links Project. Dublin: Conference of Major Religious Superiors.

Cregan, A. and Lodge, A. (2000). An Analysis of Policies and Strategies Aimed at Tackling Educational
Disadvantage in the Primary and Pre-primary Sectors. Paper presented at the Educational Studies
Association of Ireland Annual Conference, National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Delaney, P. (1997). A Study of the Effects of the Implementation of the Early Start Programmes on
Community Playgroups in the Greater Dublin Area. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Department of Education (1992b). Home School Community Liaison Scheme: Interim Report 1. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Education (1994b). Child Care Assistants Employed in Early Start Preschools (Pilot
Project). Qualifications and Conditions of Service. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education (1997). Breaking the Cycle. Information Leaflet. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (1999d). The New Deal – A Plan for Educational Opportunity.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2001). Giving Children an Even Break by Tackling Disadvantage.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2002c). Early Start Preschool Pilot Project. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2003a). Summary of All Initiatives Funded by the Department to
Help Alleviate Educational Disadvantage. Accessed at:
http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/si_summary_02.doc?language=EN, 23rd November 2006.

Department of Education and Science (2005b). Literacy and Numeracy in Disadvantaged Schools:
Challenges for Teachers and Learners. Dublin: The Stationery Office.
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7 Department of Education and Science (2005c). Chief Inspector’s Report 2001-2004. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2005e). DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools) – An
Action Plan for Educational Inclusion. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Educational Disadvantage Committee (2003a). Educational Disadvantage Forum Report of Inaugural
Meeting. Dublin. Educational Disadvantage Committee.

Educational Disadvantage Committee (2003b). Submission to the Minister of Education and Science by
the Educational Disadvantage Committee – Identifying Disadvantage for the Purpose of Targeting
Resources and Other Support. Dublin: Educational Disadvantage Committee.

Educational Disadvantage Committee (2005). Moving Beyond Educational Disadvantage – Report of the
Educational Disadvantage Committee. Dublin: Educational Disadvantage Committee.

Eivers, E., Shiel, G. and Shortt, F. (2005). Literacy in Disadvantaged Primary Schools – Problems and
Solutions. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Fleming, B. (1995). School Attendance in a Disadvantaged Area: Considerations and Proposals. M. Sc.
Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Grant, M. (1998). An Analysis of the Early Implementation of the ‘Breaking the Cycle Project’ in a
Sample of Urban Schools. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin. 

Hyland, A. (2002). Looking to the Future – Ending Disadvantage? (in) Zappone, K. and Haran, N. (Eds.)
(2002). Primary Education: Ending Disadvantage. Proceedings and Action Plan of National Forum.
Dublin: Education Disadvantage Centre, pp. 47-58. 

In-Career Development Team (1998). Early Start Preschool Intervention Project - Curricular Guidelines for
Good Practice. (Unpublished).

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1994a). Poverty and Educational Disadvantage – Breaking the
Cycle. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2000b). A Fair Start – An Irish National Teachers’ Organisation Plan
Towards Ending Educational Disadvantage. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2004). Giving Children an Even Break by Tackling Disadvantage.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kellaghan, T. (2002). Approaches to Problems of Educational Disadvantage (in) Zappone, K. and Haran,
N. (Eds.) (2002). Primary Education: Ending Disadvantage. Proceedings and Action Plan of National
Forum. Dublin: Education Disadvantage Centre, pp. 17-30. 

Kellaghan, T. and Greaney, B. (1993). The Educational Development of Students Following Participation
in a Preschool Programme in a Disadvantaged Area. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Kellaghan, T., Weir, S., Ó hUallacháin, S. and Morgan, M. (1995). Educational Disadvantage in Ireland.
Dublin: Department of Education, Combat Poverty Agency and the Educational Research Centre.

Kelly, D. and Kellaghan, T. (1999). The Literacy and Numeracy Achievements of the First Cohort of Early
Start Children (1994-1995) when they were in Second Class (1998-1999). Dublin: Educational Research
Centre.

Lewis, M. and Archer, P. (2002). Further Evaluation of Early Start. Progress Report. Dublin: Educational
Research Centre.

Lewis, M. and Archer, P. (2003). Early Start Evaluation: Report on Observation Visits to Schools. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.
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7Lewis, M. and Archer, P. (2005). Observation Methodology in Preschool Programme Evaluation: The
Early Start Experience (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 214-224.

McDonald, E. (1998). Reading Achievement and Educational Disadvantage. Irish Educational Studies,
Volume 17, Spring, pp. 208-221.

McGough, A. (2002). Addressing Disadvantage: The Role of Teaching (in) Zappone, K. and Haran, N.
(Eds.) (2002). Primary Education: Ending Disadvantage. Proceedings and Action Plan of National Forum.
Dublin: Education Disadvantage Centre, pp. 73-85. 

Morgan, M. (1992). Combating Disadvantage at Primary School: An Analysis and Response to the Green
Paper. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Moroney, T. (1995). Developing a Home/ School Partnership in a Deprived Area. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin:
Trinity College Dublin.

Mullan, Y. (2005). Mathematics and Educational Disadvantage: The Impact of the 'Number Worlds'
Programme on the Number Knowledge of Children in a Junior Infant Class. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St.
Patrick’s College.

Murphy, T. (1998). A Preliminary Evaluation of the Early Start Intervention Programme for Preschool
Children in Disadvantaged Areas in the Republic of Ireland. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College
Dublin. 

Ryan, A. (1999a). A Study of the Scheme of Assistance for Schools in Designated Areas of Disadvantage
at Primary Level 1990-1999. MA. Thesis. Limerick: Mary Immaculate College.

Ryan, S. (1994). The Home School Community Liaison Scheme - Final Evaluation Report. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.

Ryan, S. (1999). The Home School Community Liaison Scheme. Summary Evaluation Report – Revised
Edition. Dublin: Educational Research Centre. 

Shiel, G. and Larney, R. (1999). Preventing Reading Failure: Intensive Early Intervention Programmes.
Learn, Volume 21, pp. 10-19. 

Walsh, T. (2001). Educational Disadvantage: An Analysis of Policy and Practice in Ireland. M. Ed. Thesis.
Maynooth: National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Weir, S. (1999). An Analysis of the Application Variables used to Select Schools for the Breaking the Cycle
Scheme. Dublin: Educational Research Centre, Report to the Department of Education and Science.

Weir, S. (2004). A Commentary on the Implementation of Giving Children an Even Break. Report to the
Educational Disadvantage Committee. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Weir, S., and Archer, P., with Flanagan, R. (2004). A Review of Measures Aimed at Addressing
Educational Disadvantage in Ireland. Report to the Educational Disadvantage Committee. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.

Weir, S. and Eivers, E. (1998a). The Breaking the Cycle Scheme in Urban Schools – A Report for 1996-
1997. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Weir, S. and Eivers, E. (1998b). The Breaking the Cycle Scheme in Rural Schools – A Report for 1996-
1997. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Weir, S. and Ryan, C. (2000a). Interim Report on the Evaluation of the Breaking the Cycle Scheme in
Urban Schools. Dublin: Educational Research Centre, Report to the Department of Education and
Science.
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7 Weir, S. and Ryan, C. (2000b). Interim Report on the Evaluation of the Breaking the Cycle Scheme in
Rural Schools. Dublin: Educational Research Centre, Report to the Department of Education and
Science.

Weir, S., Milis, L. and Ryan, C. (2002a). The Breaking the Cycle Scheme in Urban Schools – Final
Evaluation Report. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Weir, S., Milis, L. and Ryan, C. (2002b) The Breaking the Cycle Scheme in Rural Schools – Final Evaluation
Report. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

Zappone, K. (2002). Achieving Equality in Children’s Education (in) Zappone, K. and Haran, N. (Eds.)
(2002). Primary Education: Ending Disadvantage. Proceedings and Action Plan of National Forum.
Dublin: Education Disadvantage Centre, pp. 31-46. 

Zappone, K. and Haran, N. (Eds.) (2002). Primary Education: Ending Disadvantage. Proceedings and
Action Plan of National Forum. Dublin: Education Disadvantage Centre.

Child Poverty

The final sub-theme under Disadvantage relates
to Child Poverty in Ireland. There has been much
debate and criticism regarding the high
proportion of children in Ireland that live in
poverty, although improvements have been
noted in recent years. Many of the publications
in this section have been produced by advocacy
groups to inform government and budget policy
relating to young children (End Child Poverty
Coalition, 2003; 2004; 2005; Kerrins, 2003;
Kerrins and Dooley, 2004). Barnardos (2003;
2005) and the Combat Poverty Agency (1999a;
1999b; 2000a; 2000b; 2000c; 2001; 2004) have
also been active in highlighting the detrimental
individual and societal effects of child poverty. A
number of publications document and
enumerate the extent of child poverty in Ireland
(Economic and Social Research Institute, 2002;
Farrell, 1990; Harding and Corbett, 2002; Nolan,
1993; 2000; 2001; Nolan and Farrell, 1990). The
Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative
(2000a) has recorded and published the direct
experiences of children affected by poverty in
Ireland.

Barnardos (2003). Children Living Without. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos (2005). Seven Steps to Ending Child Poverty. Dublin: Barnardos.

Combat Poverty Agency (1999a). Poverty Proofing Childcare in the Context of the National Anti-Poverty
Strategy. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (1999b). Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty – Supplement. Dublin: Irish
Independent in association with Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (2000a). A Better Future for Children: Eliminating Poverty, Promoting Equality.
Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Bochtaineacht Leanaí

Baineann an fo-théama deireanach faoin teideal
Míbhuntáiste le Bochtaineacht Leanaí in Éirinn.
Tá go leor díospóireachta agus
feannadóireachta déanta faoi chomhréir ard na
leanaí in Éirinn a chónaíonn faoin
mbochtaineacht, cé gur tugadh feabhais faoi
deara le blianta beaga anuas. Tháirg grúpaí
abhcóideachta a lán de na foilseacháin sa chuid
seo chun treoir a thabhairt do bheartas rialtais
agus buiséid i leith leanaí óga (End Child
Poverty Coalition, 2003; 2004; 2005; Kerrins,
2003; Kerrins agus Dooley, 2004). D’oibrigh
Barnardos (2003; 2005) agus an Combat Poverty
Agency (1999a; 1999b; 2000a; 2000b; 2000c;
2001; 2004) go dian freisin chun na tionchair
dhiúltacha a bhíonn ag bochtaineacht leanaí ar
dhaoine aonair agus ar an tsochaí a aibhsiú.
Déanann roinnt foilseachán cur síos agus míniú
ar mhéid na bochtaineachta leanaí in Éirinn
(Economic and Social Research Institute, 2002;
Farrell, 1990; Harding agus Corbett, 2002; Nolan,
1993; 2000; 2001; Nolan agus Farrell, 1990).
Thaifead agus d’fhoilsigh Open Your Eyes to
Child Poverty Initiative (2000a) taithí díreach
leanaí faoi thionchar na bochtaineachta in
Éirinn.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 88



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

89

7Combat Poverty Agency (2000b). Aiming for Zero Child Poverty – Poverty Today Special Issue. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency and Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative.

Combat Poverty Agency (2000c). Public Subvention of Childcare: An Anti-Poverty Perspective. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency (2001). Poverty Briefing No. 10 – Child Poverty in Ireland. Dublin: Combat
Poverty Agency.

Combat Poverty Agency. (2004). Against All Odds – Growing up in Poverty. Dublin: Combat Poverty
Agency.

Corrigan, C. (2004). Exploring an Income Adequacy Standard for Children. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Economic and Social Research Institute (2002). Monitoring Poverty Trends in Ireland: Results from the
2000 Living in Ireland Survey. Dublin: Economic and Social Research Institute.

End Child Poverty Coalition (2003). End Child Poverty by 2007 – Budget 2004: Contributing to Social
Inclusion – End Child Poverty Coalition Pre-Budget Submission. Dublin: End Child Poverty Coalition.

End Child Poverty Coalition (2004). End Child Poverty Coalition Pre-Budget Submission - End Child
Poverty by 2007. Dublin: End Child Poverty Coalition.

End Child Poverty Coalition (2005). Budget Submission - Last Chance to End Child Poverty by 2007.
Dublin: End Child Poverty Coalition.

Farrell, B. (1990). Child Poverty in Ireland. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Harding, J. and Corbett, M. (2005). Child Poverty in Ireland 2005 – An Overview. Dublin: End Child
Poverty Coalition.

Healy, J. (2004). Child Poverty in Ireland: Past Progress and Challenges Ahead. Paper presented at
Tackling Child Poverty, A Policy Seminar for Community and Voluntary Organisations, Offaly, April 2004.

Kerrins, L. (2003). End Child Poverty Coalition’s Pre-Budget Submission. Paper presented at Ending Child
Poverty: Next Steps Conference, End Child Poverty Coalition, November 2003.

Kerrins, L., and Dooley, R. (2004). Key Policies and Actions to End Child Poverty. Paper presented at
Tackling Child Poverty Conference, A Policy Seminar for Community and Voluntary Organisation, Offaly,
April 2004.

Layte, R., Maitre, B., Nolan, B. and Whelan, C. (2006). Day In, Day Out – Understanding the Dynamics of
Child Poverty. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Monaghan, J. (2003). Educational Disadvantage - Learning to Make do Won’t do: Presentation of
Research Findings and Policy Implications. Paper presented at Ending Child Poverty: Next Steps
Conference, End Child Poverty Coalition, November 2003.

Murphy-Lawless, J. (1990). A Working Bibliography on Data Related to Child Poverty in Ireland. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Nolan, B. (1993). Reforming Child Income Support: Poverty and Policy Discussion Paper No. 1. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Nolan, B. (2000). Child Poverty in Ireland. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency/ Oak Tree Press.

Nolan, B. (2001). Child Poverty in Ireland (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.)
(2001a). Understanding Children, Volume 1: State, Education and Economy. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp.
245-260.
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7 Nolan, B. and Farrell, B. (1990). Child Poverty in Ireland. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency. 

O’Flynn, J. (1998). Child Poverty in Ireland. Paper presented to the Child Poverty Conference, Dublin
Castle, November 1998.

Open your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative (2000a). In our own Words – The Voices of Children
Experiencing Poverty. Dublin: Open your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative.

Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative (2000b). Submission to the National Children’s Strategy
(2000). Dublin: Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative.

Sweeney, J. (2002). Ending Child Poverty in Rich Countries: What Works? Dublin: Children’s Rights
Alliance.

Sweeney, J. (2003). Child Income Support. Paper presented at Ending Child Poverty: Next Steps
Conference, End Child Poverty Coalition, November 2003.
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8 Early Childhood Services

Early Childhood Services is the largest theme
within the Second Edition of the Audit of
Research, consisting of 401 publications. It
contains nine sub-themes to ensure that
publications are easily accessed within it. These
sub-themes are:

• Censuses and Evaluations of Services [102]

• Guidance for Parents and ECCE Providers
[24]

• National Policy and Provision [90]

• Local and Regional Policy and Provision [46]

• City/ County Childcare Committee Strategic
Plans [33]

• School-based Provision and School-age ECCE
[33]

• Childminding Provision [26]

• Men in ECCE [11]

• International Perspectives [36]

The theme contains a large number of
publications relating to general evaluations of
ECCE provision and delivery in Ireland over the
past sixteen years. The range of publications is
evidence of the general upsurge in investment
in ECCE in recent years, which has had a
subsequent positive impact on the quantity of
research being produced. 

Censuses and Evaluations of Services

A large number of publications relate to
enumerating services through Censuses and
Evaluations of Services. The largest category
within this emanates from Area Development
Management [now Pobal] (2000a; 2001; 2003),
which carried out a census of provision in all
counties. Many existing ECCE service providers
and services have evaluated their own
effectiveness (Barnardos, 2000b; 2000c; 2000d;
Bradley, 2005; Canavan, 2002; County Wexford
Partnership, 2000; Craig and Hayes, 1998; Craig
et al., 1998b; McGlone, 2003; Tallaght
Partnership, 1995) and sustainability (ANMAR
Consultants and R&D Consultants, 2004; Canal
Communities Partnership, 2004; Morris, 1997;
Murphy, 1994; Partas et al., 2004; Tallaght
Partnership, 2002) in recent years. Consultation
with service users, such as parents and children,
has also been a feature of a number of
publications (Carlow CCC, 2005a; Gallo, 2004a;
2004b; Hanlon, 2006; Kane, 2005a). The South
Eastern Health Board (1993; 1994; 1996a;
1997a; 1998) has also conducted a number of

Seirbhísí Luath-Óige

Is é Seirbhísí Luath-Óige an téama is mó sa Dara
hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde, le 401
foilseachán san áireamh ann. Cuimsíonn sé naoi
bhfo-théama chun a chinntiú go mbeidh sé
éasca teacht ar na foilseacháin sa téama seo. Is
iad seo a leanas na fo-théamaí:

• Móráirimh agus Meastóireachtaí ar Sheirbhísí
[102]

• Treoir do Thuismitheoirí agus Soláthraithe
COLO [24]

• Beartas agus Soláthar Náisiúnta [90]

• Beartas agus Soláthar Áitiúil agus Réigiúnach
[46]

• Pleananna Straitéiseacha Coistí Cúraim
Leanaí Cathrach/Contae [33]

• Soláthar Scoilbhunaithe agus COLO ag Aois
Scoile [33]

• Soláthar Feighlíochta Leanaí [26]

• Fir i COLO [11]

• Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta [36]

Cuimsíonn an téama seo líon mór foilseachán a
bhaineann le meastóireachtaí ginearálta ar
sholáthar agus seachadadh COLO in Éirinn le sé
bliana déag anuas. Léiríonn raon na bhfoilseachán
an borradh ginearálta atá tagtha ar infheistíocht i
COLO le blianta beaga anuas, a raibh tionchar
dearfach aige ar mhéid an taighde a táirgeadh. 

Móráirimh agus Meastóireachtaí ar
Sheirbhísí

Baineann líon mór foilseachán le seirbhísí a
chomhaireamh trí mheán Móráireamh agus
Meastóireachtaí ar Sheirbhísí. Is í Area
Development Management [ar a dtugtar Pobal
anois] a tháirg an chatagóir is mó laistigh de sin
(2000a; 2001; 2003), mar rinne sí móráireamh ar
an soláthar sna contaetha uile. Rinne a lán
soláthraithe seirbhíse agus seirbhísí COLO
meastóireacht ar a n-éifeachtúlacht (Barnardos,
2000b; 2000c; 2000d; Bradley, 2005; Canavan,
2002; Comhpháirtíocht Chontae Loch Garman,
2000; Craig agus Hayes, 1998; Craig et al., 1998b;
McGlone, 2003; Comhpháirtíocht Thamhlachta,
1995) agus a n-inmharthanacht féin (ANMAR
Consultants agus R&D Consultants, 2004;
Comhpháirtíocht Phobail na Canálach, 2004;
Morris, 1997; Murphy, 1994; Partas et al., 2004;
Comhpháirtíocht Thamhlachta, 2002) le blianta
beaga anuas. Bhí comhairliúchán le húsáideoirí
seirbhíse, cosúil le tuismitheoirí agus leanaí, mar
ghné roinnt foilseachán (CCC Cheatharlach,
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ANMAR Consultants and R&D Consultants (2004). A Price Worth Paying – A Report on the Sustainability
of Childcare Services in the Canal Communities Partnership Area. Dublin: Canal Communities
Partnership.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Carlow. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Cavan. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Clare. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Cork City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Cork County. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Donegal. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Dublin City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Dublin Fingal. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Dublin South. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Dun Laoghaire/
Rathdown. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Galway City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Galway County. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Kerry. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Kildare. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Kilkenny. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Laois. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Leitrim. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

2005a; Gallo, 2004a; 2004b; Hanlon, 2006; Kane,
2005a). Rinne Bord Sláinte an Oirdheiscirt (1993;
1994; 1996a; 1997a; 1998) roinnt athbhreithnithe
ar a sheirbhísí Cúraim Leanaí agus Tacaíochta
Teaghlaigh laistigh dá réigiún.

reviews of its Child Care and Family Support
services within its region.
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8 Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Limerick City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Limerick County. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Longford. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Louth. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Mayo. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Meath. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Monaghan. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Offaly. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Roscommon. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Sligo. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Tipperary North. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Tipperary South. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Waterford City. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Waterford County. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Westmeath. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Wexford. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report – Wicklow. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2001). National Childcare Census Report – Gaeltacht Regions. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2003). National Childcare Census Baseline Data 1999-2000. Dublin:
Area Development Management. 

Barnardos (2000b). Review of Early Years Services. Internal Report, January 2000. (Unpublished).

Barnardos (2000c). Evaluation of Work and Services in Dun Laoghaire and Loughlinstown/ Ballybrack
1989-1999. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.
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8Barnardos (2000d). An Evaluation of Barnardos Early Years Services. Report Commissioned from the
Centre for Social and Educational Research. (Unpublished). 

Canal Communities Partnership (2004). A Price Worth Paying – A Report on the Sustainability of
Childcare in the Canal Partnership Area. Dublin: Canal Communities Partnership.

Canavan, A. (2002). Childcare Audit. Dublin: Canal Communities Partnership. 

Carlow County Childcare Committee (2005a). Giving Parents a Voice – A Survey of Affordable and
Accessible Childcare in Carlow. Carlow: Carlow County Childcare Committee.

Carroll, A. (2005). A Place for Children – Tallaght West: A Living Document. Dublin: Childhood
Development Initiative.

Childcare Network Loch Garman (2002). Evaluation Report. Wexford: Childcare Network Loch Garman.

Cogan, E. (2000). A Research Study on the Market for Childcare Services in Cork and Dublin. M. Sc.
Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin. 

Coleman, J. (1992). Childcare Provision in Residential Areas of Dublin: Towards a Planning Policy.
M.R.U.P. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

County Wexford Partnership (2000). Evaluation of the County Wexford Partnership Childcare Programme
1996-1999: Recommendations for a County Childcare Strategy. Wexford: County Wexford Partnership.

Craig, S. and Hayes, N. (1998). Childcare Facilities in Crumlin and Drimnagh. A Report to the Kimmage,
Walkinstown / Greenhills, Crumlin, Drimnagh Area Partnership. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Craig, S., Ennis, P. and Walsh, R. (1998b). Childcare Services in the Wexford Area Partnership Area. Final
Report and Feasibility Study to the Partnership’s Childcare Working Group. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Dare, C. and Fitzgerald, A. (1999). Feasibility Study on Setting up a Childcare Service at Killorglin. South
Kerry Development Partnership Limited.

Delaney, P. (1997). A Study of the Effects of the Implementation of the Early Start Programmes on
Community Playgroups in the Greater Dublin Area. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Dublin Northside Partnership (1999). Childcare on the Northside: Supporting Parents and Children.
Progress Report and Plans for the Future of the Northside Partnership’s Childcare Bureau. Dublin:
Northside Partnership.

Fingal County Childcare Committee (2005a). Census and Assessment of Childcare Facilities and Services
in Fingal County. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Fingal County Childcare Committee (2005b). Census and Assessment of Childcare Facilities and Services
in Fingal County – Executive Summary. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Gallo, M. (2004a). Empowering Parents, Enriching Children: Parents’ Needs and Preferences for
Childcare in County Donegal. Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Gallo, M. (2004b). Empowering Parents, Enriching Children: Parents’ Needs and Preferences for
Childcare in County Donegal – Summary Report. Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Get Tallaght Working (2001). Investigation into the Developmental Potential for Childcare in West
Tallaght. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Gilligan, R. (1993). Health Board Supported Playgroup Provision in the Western Health Board Region: A Brief
Analysis of Availability of Grant-Aided Places and Levels of Grant Aid based on Board’s 1992 Data with
Recommendations. Galway: Western Health Board/ Trinity College Dublin Child Care Act Evaluation Project.
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8 Hanlon, L. (2006). Assessment of Parents’ Childcare Needs. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Hannon, F. (2004). Towards Accessible and Inclusive Childcare in County Leitrim – A Summary Report.
Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare Committee.

Haran, N. (2005). CDI Audit of Services in Tallaght West. Dublin: Childhood Development Initiative.

Hayes, N. and Moore, N. (1998). Quality in Services for Young Children in Rural Areas. Unpublished
Report to the Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Healy, G. (1995). Childcare for Tallaght. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Holmes-Smith, N. (2000). Valentia Island Resource Childcare Centre Evaluation. (Unpublished).

Kane, C. (2005a). Careers and Our Children – A Study of the Childcare Needs of Working Parents in
County Mayo. Mayo: Mayo County Childcare Committee.

Kerrins, L. (2001). DIT Kilkenny Educare Project - Feasibility Study Final Report. Dublin: Centre for Social
and Educational Research.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2006b). Improving Childcare, Improving Lives: Assessing Specific
Needs. Kildare: Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Lenihan, M. (2000). A Study of the Development of Community Childcare in Limerick City. Limerick:
PAUL Partnership.

McGlone, R. (2003). Childcare Needs Analysis in the South West Sligo District. Sligo: Sligo County
Childcare Committee.

Meath County Childcare Strategy Group (2000). Childcare Needs Survey – North and South Meath. Meath:
Trim Initiative for Development and Enterprise and North Meath Communities Development Association.

Mentor Economic Developments Ltd. (2000). Childcare Review. Dublin: Finglas Cabra Partnership.

Midlands Health Board (1999). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Tullamore: Midlands
Health Board.

Morris, M. (1997). Childcare for the Canal Communities Partnership: A Feasibility Study. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Murphy-Lawless, J. and Redmond, P. (1992). Evaluation of the Blanchardstown Home-Start. Dublin:
Home-Start Blanchardstown and Department of Health. 

Murphy, P. (1994). Child Care for the North East Inner City. A Feasibility Study on Behalf of Dublin Inner
City Partnership (ICON) Women’s Working Group. Dublin: Barnardos/ ICON.

Neylon, G. and Loftus, A. (2000). Block Building: Early Years Childcare. Clarecare Preschool Advisory
Service. Ennis: Clarecare.

North Eastern Health Board (2001a). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Cavan: North
Eastern Health Board.

North Eastern Health Board (2002). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2001. Meath:
North Eastern Health Board.

O’Brien, C. (2003). A Study of Community Playgroups in Dublin City. Dublin: Community Playgroups Together.

O’Driscoll, S. and Scallan, E. (1998). A Review of Child Care Services in the Ballymun Area. Dublin:
Ballymun Partnership.
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8O’Flaherty, J., Fitzpatrick, A., Hayes, N. and McCarthy, B. (1994). Evaluation of St. Audeon’s Parent
Preschool Health Promotion Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

O’Riordan, J. (1999). Who Cares in the Campus? Childcare in Higher Education Institutions in Ireland.
Report of the Higher Education Equality Unit Childcare Survey 1998. Cork: Higher Education Equality Unit.

Partas, Tallaght Partnership and Tallaght Welfare Society (2004). An Unsuitable Fit – Sustainability of
Community Childcare Centres in Disadvantaged Urban Areas. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Planet Childcare Policy Group (2004). Community Childcare Services in Disadvantaged Areas – Current
Review and Future Recommendations. Wexford: Planet Publications.

Redmond, S. (2002). Brighter Future. Knocknaheeny Children’s Learning and Development Project.
Project Summary. Dublin: Barnardos.

Rourke, S. (2003). Children First and Foremost – An Education Investment Plan for the Canal
Communities. Dublin Canal Communities Partnership.

Rush, M. (2003a). Including Children: Childcare Audit 2003 – Diversity, Disability and Additional Needs.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

South Eastern Health Board (1993). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Kilkenny: South
Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1994). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1994.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1996a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1996.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1997a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1997.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1998). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1998.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2001a). First Steps Pilot Programme – An Evaluation. Kilkenny: South
Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1999.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002b). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2000.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Southside Partnership (2005). Community Childcare Research Project – Towards a Model of Best Practice.
Dublin: Southside Partnership.

St. Munchin’s Childcare Working Group (2003). Childcare Needs in St. Munchin’s Parish Limerick.
Limerick: St. Munchin’s Childcare Working Group.

Tallaght Partnership (1995). Childcare for Tallaght – An Evaluation Report. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Tallaght Partnership (2002). Tallaght Childcare Network Feasibility Study. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Tipperary North County Childcare Committee (2002). Information Gathering Exercise. Tipperary:
Tipperary North County Childcare Committee.

Whelan, V. (2004). Why is There a Shortage of Pre-School Childcare Facilities in Ireland? An Analysis of
Childcare Policy, 1992-2004. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.
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8 Guidance for Parents and ECCE Providers

Considerable attention has been given to
providing Guidance for Parents and ECCE
Providers, reflecting the ongoing demand for
support. Many of these publications have been
produced to support settings and practitioners
in the running and organisation of their setting
(Border Counties Childcare Network [BCCN],
1997; 2000b; Cavan CCC, 2001; Kildare CCC,
2003c; Leitrim CCC, 2005a; Northern Area Health
Board et al., 2002b; O’Sullivan and Gibbons,
1997). Barnardos (1999), the National Children’s
Nurseries Association (NCNA) (2003a), the
Northern Area Health Board et al. (2002a) and
the Western Health Board (2002) have published
guidance for parents on choosing quality
childcare settings. Other publications offer more
specific guidance to settings, relating to issues
such as developing policies and procedures
(Limerick CCC et al., 2003) and ensuring diversity
and equality are inherent characteristics of
practice within settings (OMC, 2006b; Pobal,
2006b).

Barnardos (1999). Choosing the Best for Your Child: A Parent’s Guide to Childminders, Nurseries/ Crèches
and Babysitters. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Border Counties Childcare Network (1997). Border Counties Childcare Network Information Pack for
Preschool Service Providers. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000b). Pacáiste Eolas do Sholáthraithe ar Sherbhísí Sheisiúnacaha
Réamhscolaíochta arna chur in Eagar ag Líonra Cúram Leanaí Chontaetha na Teorann Teo. Monaghan:
Border Counties Childcare Network.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Day Care Service: An Information Pack. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2001). Brief Guide to Establishing a Childcare Facility in Cavan.
Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003b). Funding and Support Options for Childcare Providers in Co.
Cavan. Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Clarke, M. and Hayes, N. (1991). Childcare in Ireland: A Parent’s Guide. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001b). County Childcare Committee Handbook.
(Unpublished).

Doyle, J. and O’Connor, C. (1998). The Irish Preschool Guide. Dublin: Computer Publications Group.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2004). Caring Together – Multilingual Information Pack
about Childcare Services in Galway. Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Hayes Murray, P. (1993). Choosing Childcare - Solving our Childcare Problems. Dublin: Attic Press.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003c). Information Pack for Childcare Providers: A Step-by-Step
Guide. Kildare: Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Treoir do Thuismitheoirí agus Soláthraithe
COLO

Rinneadh go leor oibre chun Treoir a sholáthar
do Thuismitheoirí agus Soláthraithe COLO, rud a
léiríonn an t-éileamh leanúnach ar thacaíocht.
Táirgeadh a lán de na foilseacháin seo chun tacú
le suímh agus le cleachtóirí agus na suímh sin á
reáchtáil agus á n-eagrú acu (Líonra Cúraim
Leanaí Chontaetha na Teorann [BCCN], 1997;
2000b; CCC an Chabháin, 2001; CCC Chill Dara,
2003c; CCC Liatroma, 2005a; Bord Sláinte
Cheantar an Tuaiscirt et al., 2002b; O’Sullivan
agus Gibbons, 1997).  D’fhoilsigh Barnardos
(1999), NCNA (2003a), Bord Sláinte Cheantar an
Tuaiscirt et al. (2002a) agus Bord Sláinte an
Iarthair (2002) treoir do thuismitheoirí faoi
conas suímh chúraim leanaí ar ardchaighdeán a
roghnú. Cuireann foilseacháin eile treoir níos
sonraí ar fáil do shuímh, faoi shaincheisteanna
cosúil le beartais agus nósanna imeachta a
fhorbairt (CCC Luimnigh et al., 2003) agus conas
a chinntiú go mbíonn éagsúlacht agus
comhionannas mar ghnéithe bunúsacha an
chleachtais laistigh de shuímh (OMC, 2006b;
Pobal, 2006b).
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8Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2005a). A Step by Step Information Manual to Assist in the
Development of a Childcare Service within your Community. Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare
Committee.

Limerick County Childcare Committee, North Tipperary County Childcare Committee, Mid-western
Health Board, Limerick City Childcare Committee and Clare County Childcare Committee (2003). A
Guide to Developing Policies and Procedures in an Early Years Setting. Limerick: Limerick County
Childcare Committee, North Tipperary County Childcare Committee, Mid-western Health Board,
Limerick City Childcare Committee and Clare County Childcare Committee.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003a). 7 Steps to Choosing a Nursery – A Parent’s Guide.
Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003b). Towards Quality Daycare – Minimum Quality
Standards in a Nursery. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board
(2002a). A Guide for Parents of Preschool Children. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South Western
Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board
(2002b). A Guide for Preschool Service Providers. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South Western
Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006b). Diversity and Equality Guidelines for Childcare Providers.
Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006c). National Childcare Strategy 2006-2010 – A Guide for
Providers. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006d). National Childcare Strategy 2006-2010 – A Guide for
Parents. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

O’Sullivan, M. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Childcare Enterprise: An Information Pack for
Enterprise Officers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Pobal (2006b). Creating Solutions from Diversity - The Journey and Practice of City/ County Childcare
Committees: A Guide for Board Members. Dublin: Pobal.

Western Health Board (2002). Choosing Childcare – A Parent’s Guide (Video). Galway: Western Health
Board.

National Policy and Provision

As detailed in the Introduction, there has been
an upsurge in the amount of National Policy
and Provision in Ireland in recent years. A
number of government departments and
agencies have produced a range of policy
documents relating to ECCE in recent years,
including Area Development Management
(1999; 2000b; 2002; 2005), the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment (1994), the
Department of Equality and Law Reform (1994),
the DJELR (1998a; 1999c; 2000a; 2000c; 2001a;
2004a) and Pobal (2006a; 2006c). National policy
has also been informed by the preparation of a
number of position papers (IPPA, 1998) and

Beartas agus Soláthar Náisiúnta

Mar a mhínítear sa Réamhrá, tá borradh mór
tagtha ar líon an Bheartais agus an tSoláthair
Náisiúnta in Éirinn le blianta beaga anuas.
Tháirg roinnt rann agus gníomhaireachtaí
rialtais raon cáipéisí beartais a bhaineann le
COLO le blianta beaga anuas, lena n-áirítear
Area Development Management (1999; 2000b;
2002; 2005), an Roinn Fiontar, Trádála agus
Fostaíochta (1994), an Roinn Comhionannais
agus Athchóirithe Dlí (1994), an DJELR (1998a;
1999c; 2000a; 2000c; 2001a; 2004a) agus Pobal
(2006a; 2006c). Thug ullmhú roinnt páipéar
seasaimh (IPPA, 1998) agus roinnt aighneas (CCC
Fhine Gall, 2005c) ag raon eagraíochtaí agus
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8 submissions (Fingal CCC, 2005c) from a range of
organisations and agencies. The sub-theme also
includes the initial national Preschool
Regulations (Department of Health, 1996a; DHC,
1997a) and the revised regulations published in
2006 (DHC, 2006). Both national (Aontas, 2003;
Irish Business and Employers Confederation,
1998; Irish Congress of Trade Unions, 2002; NESF,
1997; 2005; National Women’s Council of
Ireland, 2005) and international organisations
(European Social Fund Programme Evaluation
Unit, 1999; OECD, 2004a; 2004b) have provided
reviews of policy and practice relating to ECCE
in Ireland. Policy and provision from an
economic perspective has formed the focus of a
number of publications (Chevalier et al., 2006;
Fitzgerald et al., 1999; Hyland, 1998; Newman,
2005). A range of national voluntary childcare
organisations have contributed to the policy and
practice debate by publishing documents from
their perspective, including the IPPA (1997;
1998) and the NCNA (1990; 1998; 2002b; 2003c;
2006). Research from the DES (2006b), Douglas
(1994), Gaynor (1997), Gilligan (1991), Hanrahan
(2002), Hennessy and Hayes (1997), Kernan
(2000) and McKenna (1990; 1994) provides an
insight into the policy and practice development
processes in Ireland in recent years.

Aontas (2003). Childcare and Adult Education – A Discussion Document. Dublin: Aontas.

Area Development Management (1999). Evaluation of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme.
Report Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants in association with Pat Collier and
Associates. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000b). Progressing Equality Through Childcare. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2002). Staffing, Quality and Childcare Provision: An Evaluation of the
Community Support Strand of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 1998-2000. Report
Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2005). Results of 2004 EOCP Annual Beneficiary Questionnaire.
Dublin: Area Development Management.

Barry, M. (2006). Provision of Early Years Care/ Education/ Family Support (in) Hayes, N. (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 224-233.

Chevalier, A., Finn, C., Harmon, C. and Viitanen, T. (2006). The Economics of Early Childhood Care and
Education – Technical Research Paper for the National Economic and Social Forum. Dublin: National
Economic and Social Forum.

Clarke, M. (1997). Briefing Document on Childcare Background Information. Unpublished Paper
prepared for the Expert Working Group on Childcare.

Collins, G. and Wickham, J. (2001). What Childcare Crisis? Irish Mothers Entering the Labour Force.
Dublin: Employment Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin.

gníomhaireachtaí treoir don bheartas náisiúnta
freisin. Cuimsíonn an fo-théama seo na
Rialacháin Réamhscoile náisiúnta tosaigh (an
Roinn Sláinte, 1996a; DHC, 1997a) agus na
rialacháin leasaithe a foilsíodh i 2006 (DHC,
2006). Rinne eagraíochtaí náisiúnta (Aontas,
2003; Irish Business and Employers
Confederation, 1998; Irish Congress of Trade
Unions, 2002; NESF, 1997; 2005; National
Women’s Council of Ireland, 2005) agus
idirnáisiúnta (European Social Fund Programme
Evaluation Unit, 1999; OECD, 2004a; 2004b)
araon athbhreithnithe ar bheartas agus
cleachtas COLO in Éirinn. Bhí beartas agus
soláthar ó pheirspictíocht eacnamaíoch mar
fhócas roinnt foilseachán (Chevalier et al., 2006;
Fitzgerald et al., 1999; Hyland, 1998; Newman,
2005). Chuir raon eagraíochtaí cúraim leanaí
deonacha leis an díospóireacht bheartais agus
chleachtais trí cháipéisí óna ndearcaí féin a
fhoilsiú, lena n-áirítear an IPPA (1997; 1998)
agus an NCNA (1990; 1998; 2002b; 2003c; 2006).
Tugann taighde ón DES (2006b), Douglas (1994),
Gaynor (1997), Gilligan (1991), Hanrahan (2002),
Hennessy agus Hayes (1997), Kernan (2000) agus
McKenna (1990; 1994) léargas ar na próisis a
úsáideadh chun beartais agus cleachtais in Éirinn
a fhorbairt le blianta beaga anuas.
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Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1999c). National Childcare Strategy, Report of the
Partnership 2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000a). Childcare Funding in Ireland. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000c). Equal Opportunity Childcare Programme
2000-2006. Information Pack and Application Forms. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001a). Statement of Strategy 2001-2004. Dublin:
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
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Progress to End 2003 on the Implementation of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-
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Donohoe, J. and Gaynor, F. (2003). Education and Care in the Early Years: An Irish Perspective (Second
Edition). Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.
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County. Ph.D Thesis. Hull: University of Hull.
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Childhood Organisation.
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8 Douglas, F. and Horgan, M. (1998). The Light Beneath the Bushel – A Discussion Paper on Early Years
Education and Care in the Republic of Ireland. Irish Journal of Applied Social Studies, Volume 2, No. 2,
Summer, pp. 186-210.

European Social Fund Programme Evaluation Unit (1999). Preliminary Evaluation of the Equal
Opportunities Childcare Programme. Dublin: European Social Fund Programme Evaluation Unit.

Fahey, T. and Russell, H. (2006). Childcare (in) Morgenroth, E. and Fitz Gerald, J. (Eds.) (2006). Ex-ante
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and Social Research Institute, pp. 290-303.

Fine-Davis, M. (2004a). The Childcare Policy Debate in Ireland. Administration, Volume 52, No. 2, pp. 36-
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Fingal County Childcare Committee (2005c). Submission to the Oireachtas Committee on Justice,
Equality, Defence and Women’s Rights 2002-2007 by Fingal County Childcare Committee. Dublin: Fingal
County Childcare Committee.

Fitzgerald, J., Kearney, L., Morgenroth, E. and Smyth, D. (1999). National Investment Priorities for the
Period 2000-2006. Economic and Social Research Institute Policy Research Studies No. 33. Dublin:
Economic and Social Research Institute.

Gaynor, F. (1997). Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland: Whose Needs are Being Met? M. Eq.St.
Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Gilligan, R. (1991). Irish Childcare Services: Policy, Practice and Provisions. Dublin: Institute of Public
Administration.

Glasgow, P. (1992). Statistics. Dublin: St. Nicholas Montessori School. 

Graham, I. and Lafferty, L. (2005). Legislation Handbook for Childcare Providers. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Hanrahan, M. (2002). Childcare Policy and Practice – A Discussion Based on an Overview of Relevant
Government Policy Documents. Dublin: OMNA Early Childhood Development, Education Research Project. 

Hayes, N. and Bradley, S. (2006). The Childcare Question (in) Fanning, B. and Rush, M. (Eds.) (2006). Care
and Social Change in the Irish Welfare Economy. Dublin: University College Dublin Press, pp. 163-178.

Hennessy, E. and Hayes, N. (1994). Early Childhood Experience Study. Paper presented at Psychological
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IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (1997). Directory of IPPA Branches. Dublin: IPPA, The Early
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IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (1998). Position Paper, National Forum on Early Childhood
Education. Dublin: IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (1999). The IPPA Border Counties High/Scope Project 1997-1999.
Dublin: IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

Irish Business and Employers Confederation (1998). Helping the Childcare Industry to Grow Up – A
Labour Market Perspective on Childcare Provision in Ireland. Dublin: Irish Business and Employers
Confederation.
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Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.
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Joint Committee on Justice, Equality, Defence and Women’s Rights.

Kelleher, P. and Kelleher, C. (2005). A Review of Inter-Agency Work in Ireland. Dublin: Tallaght West
Child Development Initiative.

Kelly, M. (1999b). A Policy Perspective from the Department of Health and Children (in) Dublin Institute
of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice
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Langford, S. (1999). A Policy Perspective from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (in)
Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International
Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

Langford, S. (2004). Collaborating to Deliver Childcare. Paper presented at National Voluntary Childcare
Collaborative Conference and Launch, Dublin, November 2004.

McKenna, A. (1990). Childcare in Ireland: Challenge and Opportunity. Dublin: Employment Equality
Agency.

McKenna, A. (1994). The Status of Childcare Provision in Ireland. Paper presented at Conference on
Integrative Childcare: The NOW Experience, Dublin Castle.

Moreau, P. (2004). Developing Childcare in Ireland. Paper presented at Working Together Towards
Quality Childcare, Roscommon, June 2004.

Moreau, P. (2005). Supporting Quality through the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP)
2000-2006 (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of
Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp.
352-357.

Murphy-Lawless, J. (2000). Changing Women’s Lives: Child Care Policy in Ireland. Feminist Economics,
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National Children’s Nurseries Association (1990). Quality Nursery Care for Your Child. Dublin: National
Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (1998). Towards Quality Daycare. Dublin: National Children’s
Nurseries Association.
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National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003c). Centre of Excellence – Self Evaluation Profile. Dublin:
National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2006). All Ireland Centre of Excellence Award – Self Evaluation
Profile. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Development Plan Community Support Framework Evaluation Unit (2003). Evaluation of the
Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006. Dublin: National Development Plan Community
Support Framework Evaluation Unit.

National Economic and Social Forum (1997). A Framework for Partnership, Enriching Strategic Consensus
through Partnership. Report No. 16. Dublin: National Economic and Social Forum.

National Economic and Social Forum (2005). Early Childhood Care and Education – NESF Report No. 31.
Dublin: National Economic and Social Forum.

National Women’s Council of Ireland (2005). An Accessible Childcare Model. Dublin: National Women’s
Council of Ireland.

Newman, C. (2005). A Cost Benefit Analysis of A Place for Children. Dublin: Childhood Development
Initiative.

NIPPA, The Early Years Organisation and IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (1998). High/Scope in
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O’Flaherty, J. and Hayes, N. (1997). The IEA Pre-primary Project in Ireland. International Journal of Early
Years Education, Volume 5, No. 1, March 1997, pp. 47-56.

O’Keeffe, D. (1999). A Policy Perspective from the Department of Education and Science (in) Dublin
Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on
Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1991). Reviews of National Policies for
Education: Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2004a). OECD Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

O’Regan, M. (2004). Practical Issues in the Care of 0-3 Year Olds. Paper presented at Up 2 Three
Conference, Cork, November 2004.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2004b). OECD Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland – Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

O’Sullivan, M. (1998). Employment Potential within the Child Care Sector. Dublin: Barnardos and Area
Development Management.

Planet Policy Document (2000). Childcare and Social Inclusion: Policy Measures for the Development and
Provision of Inclusive Quality Early Childhood Care and Education Services. Wexford: Planet Policy
Document.

Pobal (2006a). Supporting Quality Improvement - Summary of the Work and Achievements of the City/
County Childcare Committees and National Voluntary Childcare Organisations. Dublin: Pobal.

Pobal (2006c). Building Blocks 2 - Childcare Services Funded under the Equal Opportunities Childcare
Programme 2000-2006. Dublin: Pobal. 
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8Purcell, B. (2001). For Our Own Good: Childcare Issues in Ireland. Cork: Collins Press.

Ruddle, H. and Donoghue, F. (1995). A Study of Irish Voluntary Organisations in the Social Welfare Area.
Dublin: Policy Research Centre.

Smale, J. (Ed.) (1999). Effectiveness for Children. Early Childhood Matters: The Bulletin to the Bernard
Van Leer Foundation, No. 91-93, pp. 3-6.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006c). Supporting Employers – Supporting Children:
Employer Childcare Options in Ireland. Dublin: South Dublin County Childcare Committee.

Williams, J. and Collins, C. (1997). Childcare in Ireland. A Report to the Commission on the Family.
Dublin: Economic and Social Research Institute.

Zeece, P. (2000). Tending the Treasures of the Emerald Isle. Childcare Information Exchange, No. 135, pp.
91-94.

Local and Regional Policy and Provision

ECCE provision in Ireland has developed largely
in response to local need, and the infrastructure
in place to promote development is regionally
based. Consequently, considerable
documentation has emerged relating to Local
and Regional Policy and Provision. Many
publications are commissioned pieces of
research from regional and local organisations
in order to inform policy and practice
development. The development and support of
Community Playgroups in Ireland forms a large
part of this section, with organisations and
individuals such as Brennan (2003), the
Community Playgroup Initiative (2003),
Community Playgroups Together (2003), Daly
(2003), French (2005; 2006b), French and Daly
(2005), the Katherine Howard Foundation
(2005), Spring et al. (2005) and Whyte et al.
(2006a; 2006b) focusing on this aspect of service
provision. Other research focuses on the
challenge of providing integrated and
coordinated services at a local level for parents,
including Bernard (1998b), Bernard et al. (1998),
Community Consultants Ltd. (2006) and the
Working Together Group (1998). The Cross-
Border Rural Childcare Project (1996; 1998; 2000)
and Walmsley and Fitzpatrick (2003) have
produced much research on the provision of
quality childcare in rural areas. Other
researchers have focused more particularly on
the needs of specific groups in local areas, such
as drug users (Ballymun Partnership Childcare
Funders Quality Assurance Group, 2005), those
affected by disadvantage (McKeown and
Fitzgerald, 1997) and those seeking after-school
provision (Cross-Border Women’s Network and
BCCN, 2000).

Beartas agus Soláthar Áitiúil agus
Réigiúnach

D'fhorbair soláthar COLO in Éirinn den chuid is
mó mar fhreagra ar riachtanas áitiúil, agus tá an
bonneagar atá ann chun forbairt a chur chun
cinn bunaithe go réigiúnach. Mar sin, tá go leor
cáipéisí foilsithe a bhaineann le Beartas agus
Soláthar Áitiúil agus Réigiúnach. Is píosaí
taighde ó eagraíochtaí réigiúnacha agus áitiúla
iad cuid mhaith de na foilseacháin, a
coimisiúnaíodh chun treoir a thabhairt
d’fhorbairt beartais agus cleachtais. Baineann a
lán píosaí taighde sa chuid seo le forbairt agus
tacaíocht Grúpaí Súgartha Pobail in Éirinn, le
heagraíochtaí agus údair cosúil le Brennan
(2003), Community Playgroup Initiative (2003),
Community Playgroups Together (2003), Daly
(2003), French (2005; 2006b), French agus Daly
(2005), Katherine Howard Foundation (2005),
Spring et al. (2005) agus Whyte et al. (2006a;
2006b) ag díriú ar an ngné seo den soláthar
seirbhíse. Díríonn taighde eile, lena n-áirítear
Bernard (1998b), Bernard et al. (1998),
Community Consultants Teo. (2006) agus an
Working Together Group (1998), ar an dúshlán a
bhaineann le seirbhísí comhtháite agus
comhordaithe a sholáthar do thuismitheoirí ar
leibhéal áitiúil. Tháirg an Cross-Border Rural
Childcare Project (1996; 1998; 2000) agus
Walmsley agus Fitzpatrick (2003) a lán taighde
faoi chúram leanaí ar ardchaighdeán a sholáthar
i gceantair tuaithe. Dhírigh taighdeoirí eile ar
riachtanais ghrúpaí sonracha i limistéir áitiúla,
cosúil le húsáideoirí drugaí (Ballymun
Partnership Childcare Funders Quality Assurance
Group, 2005), daoine faoi mhíbhuntáiste
(McKeown agus Fitzgerald, 1997) agus daoine
ag lorg soláthar i ndiaidh na scoile (Cross-Border
Women’s Network agus BCCN, 2000).
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8 Amber Consulting Team Ltd. (2005). Opening Doors – Barriers and Challenges Faced by Four Target
Groups Accessing Childcare in Fingal County. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Ballymun Partnership (2002). Ballymun Childcare Task Force Action Plan 2001-2004. Dublin: Ballymun Partnership.

Ballymun Partnership Childcare Funders Quality Assurance Group (2005). Report on Interagency
Childcare Agreements: Meeting the Childcare Needs of the Clients of Community-based Drug Services.
Dublin: Ballymun Partnership Childcare Funders Quality Assurance Group.

Bernard, J. (1998b). Working Together for Children: A Guide Towards Integration and Co-ordination of
Services for Children and Young People between the Statutory, Voluntary and Community Sector.
Castlebar: Working Together for Children Group.

Bernard, J. (2002b). Developing Children-centred Childcare: Presentation to the Office of Health
Management Conference ‘Whose Health Service is it Anyway?’ (Unpublished).

Bernard, J., Dolan, P., Power, J., Murphy, P. and McGrourty, J. (1998). Working Together for Children. A
Guide Towards Integration and Co-ordination of Services for Children and Young People between the
Statutory, Voluntary and Community Sector. Castlebar: Working Together for Children Group.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000a). The Benefits of Preschool – Parent’s Survey. Monaghan:
Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly (2000). Border, Midland and Western Regional
Operational Programme 2000-2006. Roscommon: Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly.

Brennan, C. (2003). Community Playgroups Together - Position Paper. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood
Organisation.

Castlebar Children’s Service Planning Group (2000). Growing Up in Castlebar. Mayo: Castlebar Children’s
Service Planning Group.

Clarke, N., McClorey, E. and Quinn, M. (1990). Time for Change – Tallaght Community Playgroups 1987-
1990. Dublin: Barnardos.

Community Consultants Ltd. (2006). Partnerships for Quality Childcare Initiative – Developing an
Integrated Rural Childcare Service. Cork: Munster Area Network of County/ City Childcare Committees.

Community Playgroup Initiative (2003). Community Playgroup Initiative 2001-2004. Tipperary:
Community Playgroup Initiative.

Community Playgroups Together (2003). Position Paper. Dublin: Community Playgroups Together.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (1996). Report on Cross-Border Conference Held at Slieve Russell
Hotel, Cavan. Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (1998). Needs Led Planning for Quality Early Years Service in Rural
Areas. Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (2000). Think Rural Child: Rural Community in Rural Development.
A Report on the Process and Outcomes of the Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project 1997-2000.
Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Cross-Border Women’s Network and Border Counties Childcare Network (2000). Cross-Border Women’s
Network and Border Counties Childcare Network – Out of School Provision. Monaghan: Cross-Border
Women’s Network and Border Counties Childcare Network.

Cullen, B. (1998b). Social Partnership and Children’s Services: The Potential of Local Partnership
Programmes for Developing Children’s Services in Ireland. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre, Trinity
College Dublin.
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8Daly, M. (2003). The Community Playgroup Initiative 2001-2004 - A Project to Enhance Quality in the
Early Years Settings (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in
Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 264-
280.

Fingal County Childcare Committee (2002a). A Childcare Strategy for Fingal 2002-2006. Dublin: Fingal
County Childcare Committee.

Frank, R. (1999). Children and Childcare: The Missing Link. Waterford: Waterford Area Partnership.

French, G. (2005). Valuing Community Practice: Lessons for Practice and Policy – Community Playgroups
Initiative 2001-2004. Dublin: The Katharine Howard Foundation.

French, G. (2006b). Valuing Community Playgroups: Lessons for Practice and Policy. A Summary of the
Evaluation Report of the Community Playgroup Initiative 2001-2004 (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a).
Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research
Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 139-157.

French, G. and Daly, M. (2005). Valuing Community Playgroups: Lessons for Policy and Practice arising
from the Community Playgroup Initiative. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children
as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

French, G. and Spring, N. (2006). Lessons Learnt from the Community Playgroup Initiative (in) Hayes, N.
(Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 258-274.

Katherine Howard Foundation (2005). Valuing Community Playgroups – Lessons for Practice and Policy.
Dublin: Katherine Howard Foundation.

Leitrim County Partnership Company (2000). Towards Universal Quality Childcare Provision – A Seven
Year Plan. Leitrim: Leitrim County Partnership Company.

Lifestart Donegal (2001). Report of Lifestart Newtowncunningham and Lifestart Lifford/ Clonleigh Child
Awareness Conference, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, June 2001. Donegal: Lifestart Donegal.

Lifestart Donegal (2002a). Funding Proposal 2002-2005. Donegal: Lifestart Donegal.

Lifestart Donegal (2002b). Funding Proposal 2002-2005 – Executive Summary. Donegal: Lifestart
Donegal.

McKeown, K. and Fitzgerald, G. (1997). Developing Childcare Services in Disadvantaged Areas: Final
Report of the Pilot Childcare Initiative (1994-1995). Dublin: Kieran McKeown Ltd.

Midlands Health Board (2002). Midlands Health Board Childcare Strategy 2002-2004: Together We Can
– Action for Change. Tullamore: Midlands Health Board.

Mid-Western Health Board (1999). Review of Preschool Inspection and Information Services 1997-1999.
Limerick: Mid-Western Health Board.

Murphy, R. (2006i). The Changing Face of Preschool Services: A Case Study (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 234-244.

Place, M. (2002). Ballymun Childcare Task Force: A Report on Members’ Experiences of Participating in
the Process, Their Thoughts on the Plan and the Proposals They Made to Move the Plan on. Dublin:
Ballymun Partnership.

Roynane, T. and Duggan, C. (1990). Agenda for Integration? The National Development Plan on
Tallaght. On behalf of the Five Main Tallaght Community Groups. (Unpublished).
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8 Rush, M. (2003b). Children, Diversity and Childcare. Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Rynne, A., Kiernan, P. and Neylon, G. (2000). West Clare Strategy: Report of a Two-day Seminar in
Kilkee, Co. Clare. Ennis: Clarecare.

Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly (2001). Southern and Eastern Regional Operational
Programme 2000-2006. Waterford: Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly.

Spring, N., Daly, M., Byrne, T. and Whyte, J. (2005). Reconceptualising Community Playgroups in Ireland
(in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 373-384.

Walmsley, P. and Fitzpatrick, S. (2003). The Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project. Child Care in Practice,
Volume 9, No. 4, October 2003, pp. 282-292.

Waterford Area Partnership (2001). Moving Forward. Waterford: Waterford Area Partnership.

Whyte, J., Daly, A., Bujia, P. and Smyth, N. (2006a). Reconceptualising Community Playgroups. Dublin:
Children's Research Centre. 

Whyte, J., Daly, A., Bujia, P. and Smyth, N. (2006b). Researching Community Playgroups (in) Hayes, N.
(Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 245-257.

Working Together Group (1998). The Guide Towards Integration and Co-ordination of Services.
Castlebar: Working Together Group.

City/ County Childcare Committee
Strategic Plans

The advent of a local infrastructure for ECCE
services in Ireland has led to the publication of
CCC Strategic Plans by all thirty-three
committees. These detail the aims and strategies
of each of the CCCs from their establishment
and were guided by the DJELR to meet the
requirements of the relevant programmes. 

Carlow County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Carlow: Carlow County Childcare Committee.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Clare County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Clare:
Clare County Childcare Committee.

Cork City Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cork: Cork
City Childcare Committee.

Cork County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cork:
Cork County Childcare Committee.

Donegal County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Pleananna Straitéiseacha Coistí Cúraim
Leanaí Cathrach/Contae

Mar thoradh ar bhunú bonneagair áitiúil do
sheirbhísí COLO in Éirinn, d’fhoilsigh an trí
choiste cúraim leanaí is tríocha Pleananna
Straitéiseacha CCC. Déanann siad cur síos
mionchruinn ar chuspóirí agus straitéisí gach
CCC ó bunaíodh é, agus thug an DJELR treoir
dóibh chun cabhrú leo riachtanais na gclár
ábhartha a bhaint amach. 
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8Dublin City Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Dublin:
Dublin City Childcare Committee.

Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic
Plan 2001-2006. Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown: Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown County Childcare Committee.

Fingal County Childcare Committee (2002b). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-
2006. Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Kerry County Childcare Committee (2003b). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Kerry: Kerry County Childcare Committee.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Kildare: Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Kilkenny County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Kilkenny: Kilkenny County Childcare Committee.

Laois County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Laois:
Laois County Childcare Committee.

Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2003a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare Committee.

Limerick City Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Limerick: Limerick City Childcare Committee.

Limerick County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Limerick: Limerick County Childcare Committee.

Longford County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2002-2006.
Longford: Longford County Childcare Committee.

Louth County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Louth: Louth County Childcare Committee.

Mayo County Childcare Committee (2004).County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2002-2006. Mayo:
Mayo County Childcare Committee.

Meath County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Meath: Meath County Childcare Committee.

Monaghan County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Monaghan: Monaghan County Childcare Committee.

Offaly County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2002-2006.
Offaly: Offaly County Childcare Committee.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (2003a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-
2006. Roscommon: Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

Sligo County Childcare Committee (2002a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Sligo:
Sligo County Childcare Committee.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2002). Strategic Plan 2002-2006. Dublin: South Dublin
County Childcare Committee. 
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8 Tipperary North County Childcare Committee (2001). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2002-
2006. Tipperary: Tipperary North County Childcare Committee.

Tipperary South County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-
2006. Tipperary: Tipperary South County Childcare Committee.

Waterford City Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Waterford County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Wexford County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Wexford: Wexford County Childcare Committee.

Wicklow County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Wicklow: Wicklow County Childcare Committee.

School-based Provision and School-age
ECCE

Large numbers of four-year-olds and virtually all
five-year-olds are attending the infant classes in
primary schools and increasing numbers are
accessing after-school services. School-based
Provision and School-age ECCE is a significant
factor in ECCE and has attracted considerable
attention. Griffin et al. (2005) and Hayes and
Kernan (2001) provide an insight into policy and
practice within the infant classes. The Early Start
initiative within schools is also the subject of a
number of publications (DES, 2002c; Educational
Research Centre, 1998). The INTO (1995d; 2000a;
2003a) has published a number of policy
documents relating to provision with primary
schools. The provision of school-age childcare
has also become the focus of a large amount of
research, enhanced by a report from the DJELR
on the issue (Childcare Directorate, 2005). The
BCCN (2003b), the County Childcare Committees
Support and Development Workers Network
(2005), Holt and Pugh (2004), Moloney (2005;
2006a; 2006b) and the NCNA (2000a) provide
guidance on the establishment and running of
after-school services. A number of publications
detail the nature of provision within after-
school services (Hennessy, 2000; Kildare CCC,
2006c; Pugh, 1999), some reporting on children’s
perceptions in this regard (Hennessy, 2001;
Hennessy and Donnelly, 2005). McCormack has
documented a number of models in Ireland for
providing after-school care (McCormack, 2006a;
2006b; 2006c).

Soláthar Scoilbhunaithe agus COLO ag
Aois Scoile

Tá líon mór leanaí ceithre bliana d’aois agus
beagnach na leanaí uile cúig bliana d’aois ag
freastal ar na ranganna naíonán i
mbunscoileanna agus tá níos mó agus níos mó
de na leanaí sin ag baint úsáide as seirbhísí iar-
scoile. Is fachtóir suntasach i COLO é an Soláthar
Scoilbhunaithe agus COLO ag Aois Scoile agus tá
spéis mhór ann.  Tugann Griffin et al. (2005)
agus Hayes agus Kernan (2001) léargas ar
bheartas agus cleachtas sna ranganna naíonán.
Déileálann roinnt foilseachán (DES, 2002c; an
tIonad Taighde Oideachais, 1998) leis an
tionscnamh Tús Luath i scoileanna. D’fhoilsigh
an INTO (1995d; 2000a; 2003a) roinnt cáipéisí
beartais a bhaineann le soláthar i
mbunscoileanna.  Bhí soláthar cúraim leanaí do
leanaí ag aois scoile mar fhócas líon mór
taighde freisin, cuidithe ag tuarascáil ón DJELR
faoin tsaincheist (An Stiúrthóireacht Cúraim
Leanaí, 2005). Tugann an BCCN (2003b), Líonra
Oibrithe Tacaíochta agus Forbartha na gCoistí
Cúraim Leanaí Contae (2005), Holt agus Pugh
(2004), Moloney (2005; 2006a; 2006b) agus an
NCNA (2000a) treoir faoi bhunú agus reáchtáil
seirbhísí iar-scoile. Déanann roinnt foilseachán
mionchur síos ar chineál an tsoláthair laistigh de
sheirbhísí iar-scoile (Hennessy, 2000; CCC Chill
Dara, 2006c; Pugh, 1999), le roinnt acu ag
tuairisciú dhearcaí na leanaí ina leith  (Hennessy,
2001; Hennessy agus Donnelly, 2005). Scríobh
McCormack faoi roinnt samhlacha a úsáidtear in
Éirinn chun cúram iar-scoile a sholáthar
(McCormack, 2006a; 2006b; 2006c).
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8Border Counties Childcare Network (2003b). School Age Childcare: Good Practice Information Pack.
Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Callard, M. and Holliday, B. (2001). Is School Always the Best Way to Start? Journal of Early Years
Educators, Volume 2, No. 9, pp. 8-9. 

Childcare Directorate (2005). School Age Childcare in Ireland – Report of a Working Group of the
National Childcare Coordinating Committee. Dublin: Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

County Childcare Committees Support and Development Workers Network (2005). School Age Childcare
– A Step by Step Guide to Developing a School Age Childcare Service. Louth: County Childcare
Committees Support and Development Workers Network.

Department of Education and Science (2002c). Early Start Preschool Pilot Project. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Education and Science (2006b). Eurydice Dossier – Overview of the Education System.
Accessed at: www.eurydice.org, 12th January 2007.

Educational Research Centre (1998). Early Start Preschool Programme – Final Evaluation Report. Dublin:
Educational Research Centre.

Griffin, A., Fay, A. and Nic Craith, D. (2005). Universal Early Education for 4-6 Year Olds in Ireland: The
Experience of the Irish Primary Teacher (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.)
(2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education, pp. 196-204.

Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (2001). Seven Years Old: School Experience in Ireland. National Report of the
IEA Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Hayes, N., O’Flaherty, J. with Kernan, M. (1997a). A Window on Early Education in Ireland. The First
National Report of the IEA Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Hayes, N., O’Flaherty, J. with Kernan, M. (1997b). A Window on Early Education in Ireland. Summary
Report of the IEA Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Hennessy, E. (2000). What Happens in After-school Care? A Comparison of Childminders, Relatives and Crèches.
Paper presented at the British Psychological Society Developmental Section Annual Conference, Bristol.

Hennessy, E. (2001). Children’s Experiences in After-school Care (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M.
and Quin, S. (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms, pp.
99-118. Cork: Oak Tree Press.

Hennessy, E. and Donnelly, M. (2005). After-School Care in Disadvantaged Areas – The Perspectives of
Children, Parents and Experts. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Holt, S. and Pugh, E. (2004). After School+: A Practice Guide for Providers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Horgan, M. (1995a). The Implementation of Change: A Case Study of a Convent Primary School in the
West of Ireland. Compare, Volume 25, No. 1, pp. 85-95.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995d). Promoting School Attendance. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2000a). Early Years Learning. Proceedings of Early Childhood
Conference. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2003a). Teaching in Multi-Classes. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’
Organisation.
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8 Joyce, L. (2006a). Supporting Quality in School Age Childcare. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual
Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Joyce, L. (2006b). Supporting Quality Improvement in School-Age-Childcare Services. Paper presented at
the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/
September 2006.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2006c). An Analysis of School Age Childcare in County Kildare.
Kildare: Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Leitrim and Sligo County Childcare Committees (2005b). School’s Out – The Development of the Out of
School Sector in Counties Leitrim and Sligo. Leitrim and Sligo: Leitrim and Sligo County Childcare Committees.

McCormack, M. (2006a). School Age Childcare: Conceptualising Policy and Models of Practice. M. Ed.
Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

McCormack, M. (2006b). Conceptualising Models of School Age Childcare in Ireland. Paper presented at
the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years,
University College Cork, April 2006.

McCormack, M. (2006c). More Schools for 4 Year Olds? Conceptualising Models of School Age Childcare
in Ireland. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early
Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Moloney, M. (2005). School’s Out – A Practice Manual for Providers. Limerick: Limerick City Childcare
Committee.

Moloney, M. (2006a). A Guide to Policies and Procedures for School Age Childcare. Limerick: Limerick
City Childcare Committee.

Moloney, M. (2006b). School Age Childcare – Code of Practice. Limerick: Limerick City Childcare Committee.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2000a). After Schools – The Way Forward. Dublin: National
Children’s Nurseries Association.

Ó Domhnaill, M. (1997). A Comparative Analysis of Parental Choice between a Parish School and a
Gaelscoil. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: University College Galway.

O’Toole, J. (1999). Getting the Basics Right (in) Ward, N. and Dooney, T. (Eds.) (1999). Irish Education for
the 21st Century. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 13-17. 

Pugh, E. (1999). What Happens After School? A Study of After School Care. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Childminding Provision

One of the most prevalent forms of ECCE
services in Ireland is Childminding Provision.
Childminding Ireland has produced guidelines
and indicators for its membership in relation to
quality provision (Childminding Ireland, 2000b;
2003; 2004; Murray, 2001a; 2001b; 2003; 2004).
A number of publications provide guidance to
parents in relation to choosing a quality
childminder to meet their ECCE needs, such as
Barnardos (1999), Cavan CCC and Monaghan
CCC (2003) and Leitrim CCC (2003c). Specific
guidelines and a support structure for

Soláthar Feighlíochta Leanaí

Is é ceann de na cineálacha is coitianta seirbhísí
COLO in Éirinn ná Soláthar Feighlíochta Leanaí.
Tá treoirlínte agus táscairí táirgthe ag
Feighlíocht Leanaí Éireann dá baill maidir le
soláthar ar ardchaighdeán a chur ar fáil
(Feighlíocht Leanaí Éireann, 2000b; 2003; 2004;
Murray, 2001a; 2001b; 2003; 2004). Tugann
roinnt foilseachán, cosúil le Barnardos (1999),
CCC an Chabháin agus CCC Mhuineacháin (2003)
agus CCC Liatroma (2003c) treoir do
thuismitheoirí chun cabhrú leo cúramóir leanaí
ar chaighdeán ard a roghnú le freastal ar a
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8childminders have been introduced in recent
years (Childcare Directorate, 2003; OMC, 2006a).
CCCs have been proactive in developing
materials of interest and use for childminders
under their remit (Galway CCC, 2003a; 2003b;
2003f; 2003g; Kildare CCC, 2003b; Roscommon
CCC, 2003b). 

Barnardos (1999). Choosing the Best for Your Child: A Parent’s Guide to Childminders, Nurseries/ Crèches
and Babysitters. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Cavan County Childcare Committee and Monaghan County Childcare Committee (2003). Childminding:
A Guide for Parents. Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Centre for Social and Educational Research (1998a). Study of Family Day Care (Childminding) Provision:
An Overview. Report to the Subgroup on Resourcing and Sustaining Childcare within Urban
Disadvantaged Areas. (Unpublished).

Childcare Directorate (2003). National Childminders Initiative – Childminders Development Grants:
Funding Details and Guidelines for City/ County Childcare Committees. Dublin: Childcare Directorate.

Childminding Ireland (2000b). Guidelines for Good Practice for Childminders. Wicklow: Childminding
Ireland.

Childminding Ireland (2003). Strategy for the Development of Childminding Ireland 2003-2007.
Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

Childminding Ireland (2004). Quality Indicators in Family-based Daycare. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

Craig, S. and Kernan, M. (1998). Family Day Care Provision (Childminding): An Overview. A Report to
the Expert Working Group on Childcare: Sub-Group on Resourcing and Sustaining Childcare within
Urban Disadvantaged Areas. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Craig, S., Ennis, P. and Walsh, R. (1998a). Family Day Care in Ireland: An Overview. Report Prepared for
the Expert Working Group on Childcare. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003a). Sample Childminders Information Booklet for
Parents. Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003b). Childminder’s Information Pack (For Voluntary
Notification). Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003f). Information Pack for Notified Childminders.
Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003g). Pacáiste Eolais ar Fheighlí Linbh. Galway: Galway
City and County Childcare Committee.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003b). Childminders Advisory Service Information Pack. Kildare:
Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Lagan Family Daycare Network (2003). Best Practice Guidelines for Childminders. Donegal: Lagan Family
Daycare Network.

Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2003b). Are You Working? No I’m Minding Children – A Report on
the Situation, Needs and Interests of Childminders in County Leitrim. Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare
Committee.

riachtanais maidir le COLO. Cuireadh treoirlínte
sonracha agus struchtúr tacaíochta ar fáil do
chúramóirí leanaí le blianta beaga anuas (An
Stiúrthóireacht Cúraim Leanaí 2003; OMC,
2006a). D’oibrigh CCCanna go díograiseach chun
ábhair a bheadh spéisiúil agus úsáideach do na
cúramóirí leanaí ina réigiúin a fhorbairt (CCC na
Gaillimhe 2003a; 2003b; 2003f; 2003g; CCC Chill
Dara, 2003b; CCC Ros Comáin, 2003b). 
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8 Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2003c). Childminding – A Guide for Parents. Leitrim: Leitrim
County Childcare Committee.

McGeeney, L. (2004). Standards for Childminding in Ireland. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

McGrath, D. (2004). Quality Assurance in Childminding. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

Murray, P. (Ed.) (2001a). The Childminding Handbook. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland and the
Department for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Murray, P. (Ed.) (2001b). Lámhleabhar Cúram Leanaí. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland and the
Department for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Murray, P. (2003). Home Based Child Care in Ireland. Paper presented at Childminding Conference,
Galway, November 2003.

Murray, P. (2004). A Child’s Experience of Quality. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006a). National Guidelines for Childminders. Dublin: Office of the
Minister for Children.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (2003b). Report on Childminding Fact Finding Trip to Scotland:
Recommendations in County Roscommon 2003. Roscommon: Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

South Western Area Health Board and Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003). Childminders
Advisory Service – Information Pack. Kildare: South Western Area Health Board and Kildare County
Childcare Committee.

Men in ECCE

The changing nature of the early years sector is
evidenced by the inclusion of a sub-theme
relating to Men in ECCE. A conference hosted by
Kilkenny CCC in 2004 focused specifically on this
theme, with contributions from a range of
presenters (Fine-Davis, 2004b; Kieran and
O’Neill, 2004; Pettersen, 2004; Russell, 2004;
Schonfeld, 2004c). The European Commission
Network on Childcare (1990) produced a policy
document on the role of men in ECCE. Other
researchers such as Fine-Davis et al. (2005) and
Peeters (2005) have addressed the issue from an
equality perspective.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1990). Men as Carers of Children. Brussels: European
Commission Network on Childcare.

Fine-Davis, M. (2004b). Childcare in Ireland – Evolving Policy/ Future Directions. Paper presented at Men
in Childcare, Caring for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

Fine-Davis, M., O’Dwyer, C., McCarthy, M., Edge, G., O’Sullivan, M. and Wynne, K. (2005). Men in
Childcare: Promoting Gender Equality in Children – Evaluation of a Pilot Project. Dublin: The National
Flexi-Work Partnership.

Fir i COLO

Is fianaise de nádúr athraitheach earnáil na
mblianta luatha é cuimsiú fo-théama a
bhaineann le Fir i COLO. Dhírigh comhdháil i
2004, a raibh CCC Chill Chainnigh mar óstach
uirthi, ar an téama sin, le hionchur tugtha ag
raon láithreoirí (Fine-Davis, 2004b; Kieran agus
O’Neill, 2004; Pettersen, 2004; Russell, 2004;
Schonfeld, 2004c). Tháirg an European
Commission Network on Childcare (1990) cáipéis
bheartais faoi ról fear i COLO. Thug taighdeoirí
eile cosúil le Fine-Davis et al. (2005) agus Peeters
(2005) aghaidh ar an tsaincheist sin ó
pheirspictíocht an chomhionannais.
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8Hogan, F. (2002). Remembering Fathers: Strengthening Men’s Participation in the Early Years (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 106-126.

Kiely, G. (2001). The Changing Role of Fathers (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.)
(2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin: Oak Tree
Press, pp. 3-18. 

Kieran, P. and O’Neill, A. (2004). How Dangerous are Men? Paper presented at Men in Childcare, Caring
for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

Lynch, P. (2006). Being a Man in a Woman’s World – Men in the World of Childcare. Paper presented at
the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/
September 2006.

Peeters, J. (2005). Promoting Diversity and Equality in Early Childhood Care, Education and Training –
Men in Childcare (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions
of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education,
pp. 152-161.

Pettersen, J. (2004). The Male Practitioner in Childcare: A Valid and Valued Contribution. Paper
presented at Men in Childcare, Caring for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

Russell, C. (2004). Gender Differences in Behaviour and Behaviour Management. Paper presented at
Men in Childcare, Caring for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

Schonfeld, H. (2004c). The Invisible Man: Gender and Development of Young Children. Paper presented
at Men in Childcare, Caring for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

International Perspectives

The final sub-theme under Early Childhood
Services relates to International Perspectives on
the provision of ECCE. The European
Commission and its agencies have been
responsible for producing a number of policy
documents related to the services provided
across its member states (European Commission,
1996; 1999; European Commission Directorate
General for Education, Training and Youth,
1995; European Commission Network on
Childcare, 1990; 1994; 1996b; 1996c; Karlsson,
1995; Meijvogel and Petrie, 1996). Researchers
have also published data related to cross
national comparisons between Ireland and
international jurisdictions relating to the range
and quality of services (Clavero, 2004; David,
1999a; 1999b; Hennessy and Flaherty, 2001;
Horgan and Douglas, 1995a; 1995c; Murray et
al., 1997; Ojala, 1997; 2000; Olmsted et al., 2001;
Sundlov, 2002). The OECD has placed a large
emphasis on ECCE services across member states
in recent years and a number of reviews by the
international organisation have focused directly
on Ireland (OECD, 1991; 2004a; 2004b), while
others have taken a cross-national perspective
(OECD, 1996; 1998; 1999). 

Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta

Baineann an fo-théama deireanach faoi
Sheirbhísí Luath-Óige le Peirspictíochtaí
Idirnáisiúnta ar sholáthar COLO. Bhí an
Coimisiún Eorpach agus gníomhaireachtaí leis
freagrach as roinnt cáipéisí beartais a eisiúint a
bhain leis na seirbhísí curtha ar fáil ar fud a
bhallstát (European Commission, 1996; 1999;
European Commission Directorate General for
Education, Training and Youth, 1995; European
Commission Network on Childcare, 1990; 1994;
1996b; 1996c; Karlsson, 1995; Meijvogel and
Petrie, 1996). D’fhoilsigh taighdeoirí sonraí
freisin a bhain le comparáidí trasnáisiúnta idir
Éire agus dlínsí idirnáisiúnta i leith raon agus
cáilíocht na seirbhísí a cuireadh ar fáil (Clavero,
2004; David, 1999a; 1999b; Hennessy agus
Flaherty, 2001; Horgan agus Douglas, 1995a;
1995c; Murray et al., 1997; Ojala, 1997; 2000;
Olmsted et al., 2001; Sundlov, 2002). Tá béim
mhór leagtha ag an OECD ar sheirbhísí COLO
trasna ballstát le blianta beaga anuas agus rinne
an eagraíocht idirnáisiúnta roinnt
athbhreithnithe dírithe ar Éirinn (OECD, 1991;
2004a; 2004b) agus roinnt athbhreithnithe le
peirspictíocht trasnáisiúnta (OECD, 1996; 1998;
1999). 
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8 Clavero, S. (2004). Childcare in Europe – A Comparative Perspective. Paper presented at National
Children’s Nurseries Association Conference, Childcare – Supporting the Family, Dublin, March 2004.

David, T. (1999a). Early Childhood Education and Care: International Perspectives and Issues (in) Dublin
Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on
Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

David, T. (1999b). Reflections on Other Countries' Policies and Practices (in) Dublin Institute of
Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and
Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Department of Education and Science (2006b). Eurydice Dossier – Overview of the Education System.
Accessed at: www.eurydice.org, 12th January 2007.

European Commission (1996). Work and Childcare: Implementing the Council Recommendations on
Childcare. A Guide to Good Practice. Brussels: Social Europe Supplement.

European Commission (1999). Reconciliation of Work and Family Life for Men and Women and the
Quality of Care Services. Report on Existing Research in the European Union. Luxembourg: Office for
Official Publications of the European Communities.

European Commission Directorate General for Education, Training and Youth (1995). Preschool
Education in the European Union: Current Thinking and Provision. Luxembourg: European Commission
Directorate General for Education, Training and Youth.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1990). Men as Carers of Children. Brussels: European
Commission Network on Childcare.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1994). Leave Arrangements for Workers with Children: A
Review of Leave Arrangements in the Member States of the European Union and Austria, Finland,
Norway and Sweden. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to
Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996b). A Review of Services for Young Children in the
European Union 1990-1995 on Child Care and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family
Responsibilities. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to
Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996c). 1986-1996: A Decade of Achievement.
Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile
Employment and Family Responsibilities.

Hanrahan, M. and Prinsen, B. (Ed.) (1996). Community Health, Community Care, Community Support:
Proceedings of the Invitational Conference on Innovative Childhood Care and Development Support
Programme. Utrecht: Netherlands Institute of Care and Welfare.

Hennessy, E. and Flaherty, M. (2001). Priorities in Childcare Choice: Ireland and Japan Compared. Paper
presented at the Biennial Meeting of the SRCD, Minnesota.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (1995a). Early Childhood Education in Germany and Ireland – A Study of
Provision and Curricular Implementation in Two Unique Environments. International Journal of Early
Years Education, Volume 3, No. 3, pp. 51-67.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (1995c). The Professional Development of Early Childhood Educators in
Ireland and Germany. International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 17, No. 1, pp. 19-27.

Hujala, E. (Ed.) (1996). Childhood Education: International Perspectives. Oulu (Finland): Finland
Association for Childhood Education International.

Karlsson, M. (1995). Family Daycare in Europe. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on
Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.
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8Lindon, J. (2000). Early Years Care and Education in Europe. UK: Hodder and Stoughton.

McKenna, A. (1992). Early Childhood Services and the European Commission. Paper presented at the
NCB/ OMEP/ NES Arnold Conference, Investing in our Future: Quality Early Childhood Care and
Education in the 1990s, Dublin.

Meijvogel, R. and Petrie, P. (1996). School-age Childcare in the European Union. Luxembourg: European
Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family
Responsibilities.

Mooney, S. and Bussman, C. (2005). Study Visit to UK to Investigate Successful Childminding Networks.
Sligo: Sligo County Childcare Committee.

Moss, P. (1994). The Early Childhood League in Europe: Problems and Possibilities in Cross-National Comparisons
of Levels of Provision. European Early Childhood Educational Research Journal, Volume 21, No. 2, pp. 5-7.

Murray, D., Smith, A. and Birthistle, U. (1997). Education in Ireland: A Comparison of the Education
Systems in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. Limerick: Irish Peace Institute Research Centre.

Ojala, M. (1997). How Ireland and Finland Support the Development and Learning of Young Children
Between Ages 4 and 7. A Report for the EU Commission under the 1996/1997 Training Mobility
Research Programme. (Unpublished).

Ojala, M. (2000). Parent and Teacher Expectations for Developing Young Children: A Cross-Cultural
Comparison between Ireland and Finland. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal,
Volume 8, No. 2, pp. 39-61.

Olmsted, P. and Montie, J. (Ed.) (2001). Early Childhood Settings in 15 Countries: What are their
Structural Characteristics? The IEA Pre-primary Project, Phase 2. Michigan: High/Scope Press.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1991). Reviews of National Policies for
Education: Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1996). Integrating Services for Children at
Risk. Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1998). Early Childhood Education and Care
Policy: Proposal for a Thematic Review. (Unpublished).

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1999). Education Policy Analysis 1999 –
Early Childhood Education and Care. Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2004a). OECD Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2004b). OECD Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland – Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Pugh, G. (1999). Towards a Policy for Early Childhood: A View from the UK (in) Dublin Institute of
Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and
Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (2003b). Report on Childminding Fact Finding Trip to Scotland:
Recommendations in County Roscommon 2003. Roscommon: Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

Sundlov, E. (2002). Paternal Involvement in Childcare: Parental Leave and Cultural Differences in Ireland
and Sweden. M. Litt. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Sylva, K. (1995). The International Experience of Early Education: Relevance to Ireland. Public Lecture at
the Launch of The Case for a National Policy on Early Education, Dublin. 
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9 Environments

The environment in which the young child
spends time has a huge impact on the quality of
her/his experiences and it is of critical
importance that research sheds further light on
the relationship between the environment and
the quality of ECCE services.

Environments is one of the national Standards
of Síolta and considering its importance to the
quality of services, it is somewhat surprising that
there is little Irish-based research on the matter.
In total, 21 publications are listed under this
theme.

The publications under this theme can be
divided between research on the indoor and
outdoor environment. Guidance on setting
design, layout and equipment has been
provided by a number of organisations such as
the BCCN (2002a), the Department of the
Environment and Local Government (2001), the
IPPA (2004e) and the NCNA (2002a). Carty (2006)
consulted young children on their perception of
the environment in which they learned within
the infant classes, while Moore (2000) analysed
the impact of the environment on cognitive
development in both preschools and primary
schools. Uí Ghrádaigh (2004d; 2004f) provides
advice in the Irish language to Naíonraí and Irish
language settings in relation to the
environment. The BCCN (2002b), the East Coast
Area Health Board et al. (2001a) and South
Dublin CCC (2006b) have all produced guidelines
and advice on the design and resourcing of
outdoor spaces within ECCE settings. Duffy
(2006a; 2006b) and Kernan (2005; 2006) have
focused their research on the outdoor learning
environment in both historical and
contemporary times.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2002a). Premises: Design Features in Childcare Services. Monaghan:
Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2002b). Out Door Play: Design and Benefits. Monaghan: Border
Counties Childcare Network.

Carty, L. (2006). The Views of Young Children and their Teachers on Learning Spaces in Schools. M. Ed.
Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Department of the Environment and Local Government (2001). Childcare Facilities Guidelines for
Planning Authorities. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

DHR for Ballymun Regeneration Ltd. (1998). Children’s Play. Questionnaire Analysis: ‘Where I Play’.
Dublin: Ballymun Regeneration Limited.

Duffy, C. (2006a). Promoting Outdoor Play through Learning Stories. Paper presented at the OMEP

Timpeallachtaí

Bíonn tionchar mór ag an timpeallacht ina
gcaitheann leanbh óg a c(h)uid ama ar
chaighdeán a (h)éispéiris agus tá sé
ríthábhachtach taighde a dhéanamh chun míniú
níos fearr a thabhairt ar an gcaidreamh idir an
timpeallacht agus cáilíocht seirbhísí COLO.

Tá timpeallachtaí ar cheann de Chaighdeáin
náisiúnta Síolta agus is cúis iontais nach bhfuil
mórán taighde Éireannach air, nuair a thuigtear
an tábhacht a bhaineann le timpeallacht i
gcáilíocht seirbhísí. San iomlán, tá 21 foilseachán
liostaithe faoin téama seo.

Féadtar na foilseacháin faoin téama seo a roinnt
idir thaighde ar an timpeallacht laistigh agus
lasmuigh. Thug roinnt eagraíochtaí cosúil leis an
BCCN (2002a), an Roinn Comhshaoil agus
Rialtais Áitiúil (2001), an IPPA (2004e) agus an
NCNA (2002a) treoir faoi dhearadh, leagan
amach agus trealamh suíomh. Rinne Carty
(2006) comhairliúchán le leanaí óga chun a fháil
amach cén dearcadh a bhí acu faoin
timpeallacht inar fhoghlaim siad sna ranganna
naíonán, agus rinne Moore (2006) anailís ar
thionchar na timpeallachta ar fhorbairt
chognaíoch i réamhscoileanna agus
bunscoileanna araon. Tugann Uí Ghrádaigh
(2004d; 2004f) comhairle as Gaeilge maidir leis
an timpeallacht do Naíonraí agus suímh
Ghaeilge. Tháirg an BCCN (2002b), Bord Sláinte
Réigiún an Chósta Thoir et al. (2001a) agus CCC
Bhaile Átha Cliath Theas (2006b) treoirlínte agus
comhairle faoi dhearadh agus acmhainní do
spáis allamuigh laistigh de shuímh COLO. Tá
fócas thaighde Duffy (2006a; 2006b) agus
Kernan (2005; 2006) ar an timpeallacht
foghlama allamuigh go stairiúil agus go
comhaimseartha.
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9(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

Duffy, C. (2006b). Promoting Outdoor Play Through Learning Stories. Paper presented at the 16th
Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/
September 2006.

East Coast Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board
(2001a). Guidelines on Outdoor Play Facilities for Preschool Services. Dublin: East Coast Area Health
Board, South Western Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board.

Gallagher, M. (2005). A Study of Spontaneous Drawings of Young Children; Implications for the Quality
of the Learning Environment (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 102-111.

Healy, C. (2004). Preparing the Environment for the Under Threes. Paper presented at Up 2 Three
Conference, University College Cork, November 2004.

IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation (2004e). Open-Ended Materials. Dublin: IPPA, the Early
Childhood Organisation.

Kellaghan, T., Sloane, K., Alvarez, B. and Bloom, B. (1993). The Home Environment and School Learning
– Promoting Parental Involvement in the Education of Children. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Inc. 

Kernan, M. (2005). Access to Space and Use Of Time: Exploring the Experience of the Outdoors in Early
Childhood Education Settings. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Kernan, M. (2006). Outdoors in Early Childhood Education: Reinventing Froebel’s Garden Across Space
and Time in Dublin. Presentation at the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference,
Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Moore, N. (2000). The Impact of Structural and Process Elements of Preschool and Primary School
Environments on Children’s Cognitive Development at Four Years of Age. M. Phil. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin
Institute of Technology.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2002a). We Like This Place: Guidelines for Best Practice in the
Design of Child Care Facilities. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Nic Niocláis, D. (2006). Children's Use of Time and Space, After School and at the Weekend. M. Ed.
Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006b). Outdoor Play Resource Pack. Dublin: South Dublin
County Childcare Committee.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004d). Timpeallacht Forbartha agus Foghlama (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 77-80.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004f). An Dúlra agus Cúrsaí Eolaíochta (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 87-90.

Webb, R. (2000). Galway as a Child Friendly City – A Report for Galway Corporation. Galway: Galway
City Council.
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10 Health and Welfare

Health and Welfare emerged as an aspect of
critical importance in the development of Síolta,
the National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education. Child protection and
welfare has come to the fore of the policy
agenda in recent years and there are a number
of pieces of government legislation and
regulation to ensure this is achieved in practice
(DHC, 1999a; 2002e). 

The theme of Health and Welfare within the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research consists
of 87 publications. Following a process of
thematic analysis, these publications were
categorised under two sub-themes, namely:

• Child Health and Well-being [36]

• Child Protection and Welfare [51]

Child Health and Well-being

The sub-theme of Child Health and Well-being
focuses on strategies to ensure that the physical
and emotional health and well-being of all
children are supported and nurtured within ECCE
settings. Child well-being has become a major
focus of recent government policy through the
establishment of a set of national well-being
indicators by the National Children’s Office
(Brooks and Hanafin, 2005; Hanafin and Brooks,
2005a; 2005b; National Children’s Office, 2005a).
The DHC (1999b; 2001a; 2001c; 2002a) has
conducted and commissioned a large quantity of
research in relation to promoting child well-being
through family support services. Carroll (2002),
Costello (1999), Hayes (2004c) and Nic Gabhainn
and Sixsmith (2005) have documented significant
aspects of child well-being in the Irish context.
The critical aspect of providing strategies and
mechanisms to cope with bereavement in early
childhood has also been the focus of a number of
researchers (Barnardos, 2002c; Daly, 2006; 2006b).
Childhood nutrition and the increased emphasis
on preventing obesity in young children has been
addressed by the CECDE (2004f), Greene (2006)
and the South Western Area Health Board et al.
(2000). Specific social groups have been the
subject of research in this area also, including
Travellers (Cassidy, 2006a; DHC, 2002b).

Barnardos (2002c). Someone to Talk to: A Handbook on Childhood Bereavement. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos and the Border Counties Childcare Network (2006). Health and Safety in Childcare: A Guide
for Centre-based Services. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Sláinte agus Leas

Tháinig Sláinte agus Leas chun cinn mar gné
ríthábhachtach d’fhorbairt Síolta, an Chreatlach
Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na Luath-
Óige. Tá cosaint agus leas leanaí chun tosaigh sa
chlár oibre beartais le blianta beaga anuas agus
tá roinnt píosaí reachtaíochta agus rialúcháin
rialtais ann chun a chinntiú go gcuirtear ar fáil
sa chleachtas é (DHC, 199a; 2002e). 

Tá 87 foilseachán faoin téama Sláinte agus Leas
sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh Taighde. I
ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, cuireadh na foilseacháin
sin faoi dhá fho-théama, mar seo a leanas:

• Sláinte agus Dea-Bhraistint Leanaí [36]

• Cosaint agus Leas Leanaí [51]

Sláinte agus Dea-Bhraistint Leanaí

Díríonn an fo-théama Sláinte agus Dea-
Bhraistint Leanaí ar straitéisí chun a chinntiú go
dtacaítear le agus go gcothaítear sláinte agus
dea-bhraistint mhothúchánach leanaí i suímh
COLO. Tá dea-bhraistint leanaí mar
phríomhfhócas beartais rialtais a rinneadh le
déanaí mar bhunaigh an Oifig Náisiúnta Leanaí
sraith táscairí dea-bhraistinte náisiúnta (Brooks
agus Hanafin, 2005; Hanafin agus Brooks, 2005a;
2005b; an Oifig Náisiúnta Leanaí, 2005a). Rinne
agus choimisiúnaigh an DHC (1999b; 2001a;
2001c; 2002a) go leor taighde faoi dhea-
bhraistint leanaí a chur chun cinn trí mheán
seirbhísí tacaíochta teaghlaigh. Thaifead Carroll
(2002), Costello (1999), Hayes (2004c) agus Nic
Gabhainn agus Sixsmith (2005) gnéithe
suntasacha den dea-bhraistint leanaí i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. Bhí fócas roinnt
taighdeoirí (Barnardos, 2002c; Daly, 2006; 2006b)
ar an tábhacht mhór a bhaineann le straitéisí
agus meicníochtaí a sholáthar chun déileáil le
méala le linn na luath-óige. Thug an CECDE
(2004f), Greene (2006) agus Bord Sláinte
Cheantar an Iardheiscirt et al (2000) aghaidh ar
chothú leanaí agus an bhéim mhéadaithe ar
chosc a chur ar mhurtall i leanaí óga.  Rinneadh
taighde sa réimse seo ar ghrúpaí sóisialta
sonracha freisin, an Lucht Siúil san áireamh
(Cassidy, 2006a; DHC, 2002b).
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10Brooks, A. and Hanafin, S. (2005). Measuring Child Well-Being – An Inventory of Key Indicators, Domains
and Indicator Selection Criteria to Support the Development of a National Set of Child Well-Being
Indicators. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Burke, U. (1999). Quality of Life in Chronic Childhood Illness. Ph.D Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Carroll, E. (2002). The Well-Being of Children. Dublin: Ashfield Press.

Cassidy, M. (2006a). A Study of the Effectiveness of Education about Risk Factors Associated with Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome on Changing Attitudes and Relevant Practices in a Group of Traveller Women
(in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 278-286.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004f). Submission to the Task Force on
Obesity. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Conway, E. (2004). A Study of Parents, Carers and Providers of Child Health Information Support Needs
in the South East from Ante Natal to the Pre-school Years (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a).
Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 116-133.

Costello, L. (1999). A Literature Review of Children’s Well-Being. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Daly, E. (2006). Childhood Bereavement Policy and Teacher Practice. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

Daly, M. (2006b). Childhood Bereavement in Ireland. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual
Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Daly, M., Smith, K. and Nulty, E. (2005). Integrated Therapeutic Group Work with Young Children in a
Family Support Setting (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 312-319.

Department of Health and Children (1999b). Best Health for Children: Developing a Partnership with
Families. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Department of Health and Children (2000g). The Health of Our Children – Annual Report of the Chief
Medical Officer. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2001a). Progress Report on the Statement of Strategy: Working for
Health and Well-Being 1998-2001. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2001c). Springboard Promoting Family Well Being through Family
Support Services. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Department of Health and Children (2002a). Best Health for Children - Investing in Parenthood to
Achieve Best Health for Children, The Supporting Parents Strategy. Dublin: Department of Health and
Children.

Department of Health and Children (2002b). Traveller Health: A National Strategy 2002-2005. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Donohoe, P. (2006). The Bullying Pack. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research
Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Douglas, F. (2003). “The Breath of Life”: The Young Child and Self Esteem (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M.
(Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 16-36.
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10 Gleeson, M. (2005). An Exploratory Study Investigating Health Promotion Activities in Early Years
Childcare. MA. Thesis. Limerick: University of Limerick.

Greene, A. (2006). The Implementation of a Nutrition Education Programme with Children in a Senior
Infant Class. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Hanafin, S. and Brooks, A. (2005a). Report on the Development of a National Set of Child Well-Being
Indicators in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Hanafin, S. and Brooks, A. (2005b). The Delphi Technique – A Methodology to Support the Development
of a National Set of Child Well-Being Indicators. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Hayes, N. (2004c). Welfare and Wellbeing: Impact of Social Policy on Early Education Practice in Ireland
(in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 22-31.

Hogan, D., Halpenny, A. and Greene, S. (2002). Children’s Experiences of Parental Separation. Dublin:
The Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin and the Department of Social and Family Affairs.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006c). Social, Personal and Health Education – SPHE in Primary
Schools. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kilkelly, U. and Donnelly, M. (2006). The Child’s Right to be Heard in the Healthcare Setting: Perspectives
of Children, Parents and Health Professionals – The National Children’s Strategy Research Series. Dublin:
Office of the Minister for Children.

Leitrim and Sligo County Childcare Committees (2006). Early Years Health Promotion Project –
Evaluation Report. Leitrim: Leitrim and Sligo County Childcare Committees.

National Children’s Office (2005a). The Development of a National Set of Child Well-Being Indicators in
Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Nic Gabhainn, S. and Sixsmith, J. (2005). Children’s Understandings of Well-Being. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Office of the Minister for Children and Department of Health and Children (2006). State of the Nation’s
Children – Ireland 2006. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

O’Flaherty, J., Fitzpatrick, A., Hayes, N. and McCarthy, B. (1994). Evaluation of St. Audeon’s Parent
Preschool Health Promotion Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Pfizer Healthcare (1999). Tots and Toddlers Health. Dublin: Pfizer Healthcare.

South Western Area Health Board, East Coast Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board
(2000). Toddler Development Care and Nutrition 1 – 2_ Years – Guidance Notes for Careworkers in
Preschools. Dublin: South Western Area Health Board, East Coast Area Health Board and Northern Area
Health Board.

Uí Leathleabhair, M. (2004). Sláinteachas agus Sábháilteacht i gCúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.)
(2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 23-28.

Child Protection and Welfare

The large number of publications on Child
Protection and Welfare provides evidence that
the topic is becoming increasingly important in
Ireland. Government departments have
published a number of guidelines and
recommendations to ensure that child welfare

Cosaint agus Leas Leanaí

Tugann an líon mór foilseachán faoi Chosaint
agus Leas Leanaí le fios go bhfuil an t-ábhar sin
ag éirí níos tábhachtaí in Éirinn. Tá roinnt
treoirlínte agus moltaí foilsithe ag ranna rialtais
chun a chinntiú go mbíonn leas agus cosaint
leanaí chun tosaigh sa chleachtas sna suímh uile
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10

An Roinn Sláinte agus Leanaí (1999). Treoirlínte Naisiúnta do Chosaint agus Leas Leanaí. Baile Átha
Cliath: Oifig an tSoláthair.

Barnardos (2000e). Policy Briefing No. 4 – The Case for Mandatory Reporting of Suspected Child Abuse
and Neglect. Dublin: Barnardos.

Barnardos (2000f). Policy Briefing No. 6 – Responding to Domestic Violence and its Impact on Women
and Children. Dublin: Barnardos.

Bryan, J. (1997). Parent and Teacher Evaluations of the Stay Safe Programme with Particular Reference
to the Role of Parents in its Implementation. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin City University.

Buckley, H. (1996). Child Abuse Guidelines in Ireland: For Whose Protection? Administration, Volume 44,
No. 2, pp. 37-56. 

Buckley, H. (1997). Child Protection in Ireland (in) Harder, M. and Pringle, K. (Eds.). Protecting Children
in Europe: Towards a New Millennium. Aalborg: Aalborg University Press, pp. 101-126.

Buckley, H. (1998). Conflicting Paradigms: General Practitioners and the Child Protection System. Irish
Journal of Social Work Research, Volume 1, pp. 29-42.

Buckley, H. (1999). Child Protection; An Ungovernable Enterprise. Economic and Social Review, Volume
30, pp. 21-40.

Buckley, H. (2000). Children First: Implications for Practice. Irish Journal of Family Law, Volume 4, pp. 10-
15.

Buckley, H. (2002). Child Protection and Welfare: Innovations and Interventions. Dublin: Institute of
Public Administration.

Buckley, H., Skehill, C. and O’Sullivan, E. (1997). Child Protection Practices in Ireland: A Case Study.
Dublin: Oak Tree Press.

Buckley, H., Skehill, C. and O’Sullivan, E. (1999). Protecting Children under the Child Care Act 1991:
Getting the Balance Right. Irish Journal of Family Law, Volume 1, pp. 7-11.

Department of Education and Science (1999f). Education Welfare Bill. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (2000a). Education Welfare Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health (1996b). Putting Children First: Discussion Document on Mandatory Reporting.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

and protection are to the fore of practice with
all settings (An Roinn Sláinte agus Leanaí, 1999;
Department of Health, 1996b; DHC, 1997c;
1999a; 2002e). These policies and guidelines
have been complemented by a range of
publications by organisations and agencies that
have translated their implications for practice in
ECCE settings (Fox, 2004; 2005; NCNA, 2000c;
North Eastern Health Board, 2001b; North
Western Health Board, 2000; Western Health
Board, 2001). Buckley (1996; 1997; 1998; 1999;
2000; 2002), Buckley et al. (1997; 1999),
Ferguson and Kenny (1995), Ferguson and
McNamara (1996), Leeson (2003) and Skehill et
al. (1999) have documented the policy context
for child protection in Ireland in recent years. 

(An Roinn Sláinte agus Leanaí, 1999; An Roinn
Sláinte, 1996b; DHC, 1997c; 1999a; 2002e). Tá na
beartais agus na treoirlínte sin tacaithe ag raon
foilseachán ó eagraíochtaí agus
gníomhaireachtaí a mhíníonn impleachtaí na
mbeartas agus na dtreoirlínte don chleachtas i
suímh COLO (Fox, 2004; 2005; NCNA, 2000c;
Bord Sláinte an Oirthuaiscirt, 2001b; Bord
Sláinte an Iardheiscirt, 2000; Bord Sláinte an
Iarthair, 2001). Rinne Buckley (1996; 1997; 1998;
1999; 2000; 2002), Buckley et al. (1997; 1999),
Ferguson agus Kenny (1995), Ferguson agus
McNamara (1996), Leeson (2003) agus Skehill et
al. (1999) cur síos ar an gcomhthéacs beartais do
chosaint leanaí in Éirinn le blianta beaga anuas.  
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10 Department of Health and Children (1997c). Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Children. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1999a). Children First - National Guidelines for the Protection and
Welfare of Children. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2002e). Our Duty to Care: The Principles of Good Practice for the
Protection of Children and Young People. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Ferguson, H. and Kenny, P. (Eds.) (1995). On Behalf of the Child: Child Welfare, Child Protection and the
Child Care Act 1991. Dublin: A. and A. Farmar.

Ferguson, H. and McNamara, T. (Eds.) (1996). Protecting Irish Children: Investigation, Protection and
Welfare. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

Ferguson, H. and O’Reilly, M. (2001). Keeping Children Safe: Child Abuse, Child Protection and the
Promotion of Welfare. Dublin: A. and A. Farmar.

Ferguson, H., Gilligan, R. and Torode, R. (Eds.) (1993). Surviving Childhood Adversity – Issues for Policy
and Practice. Dublin: Social Studies Press.

Fox, G. (2004). Our Children First: A Parent’s Guide to the National Child Protection Guidelines. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Fox, G. (2005). Our Children First: A Parent’s Guide to the National Child Protection Guidelines (Revised
Edition). Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre. 

Geaney, F. (2000). Special Learning Difficulties/ Dyslexia and the Effects of Parental Separation – A Case
Study Involving Two Boys. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Gilligan, R. (1999). Child Welfare Review (in) McCashin, A. and O’Sullivan, E. (Eds.) (1999). Irish Social
Policy Review 1999. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration, pp. 232-256.

Harder, M. and Pringle, K. (Eds.) (1997). Protecting Children in Europe: Towards a New Millennium.
Aalborg: Aalborg University Press.

Health Promotion and Public Health Nursing Department of Midlands Health Board (2002). Accident
Prevention and Child Safety Awareness. Athlone: Brosna Press.

Hogan, D. (1997). The Social and Psychological Needs of Children of Drug Users: Report of an
Exploratory Study. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995c). Meeting the Needs of Children with Social and Emotional
Problems: Guidelines for Teachers. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Keenan, O. (1997). Child Welfare (in) Robins, J. (Ed.) (1997). Reflections on Health – Commemorating
Fifty Years of the Department of Health 1947-1997. Dublin: Department of Health, pp. 64-76.

Kelly, J. (1997). What Do Teachers Do With Child Protection and Child Welfare Concerns Which They
Encounter in Their Classrooms? Irish Journal of Social Work Research, Volume 1, No. 1, pp. 23-35.

Leeson, M. (2003). Beyond Borders – Protecting Children on the Island of Ireland. Child Care in Practice,
Volume 9, No. 4, October 2003, pp. 294-301.

McKeown, K. and Gilligan, R. (1991). Child Sexual Abuse in the Eastern Health Board Region of Ireland
in 1988: An Analysis of 512 Confirmed Cases. The Economic and Social Review, Volume 22, No. 2,
January, pp. 101-134. 

Murphy, M. (1996b). From Prevention to ‘Family Support’ and Beyond: Promoting the Welfare of Irish
Children. Administration, Volume 44, No. 2, Summer, pp. 73-101.
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10National Children’s Nurseries Association (2000c). Guidelines for the Protection of Children in Early
Childhood Services. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

North Eastern Health Board (2001b). Child Neglect – Is My View Your View? Working with Cases of Child
Neglect in the North Eastern Health Board. Cavan: North Eastern Health Board.

North Western Health Board (2000). Childcare: Protecting Children - Supporting Families. Donegal:
North Western Health Board.

O’Higgins, K. (1996). Disruption, Displacement, Discontinuity? Children in Care and their Families in
Ireland. Economic and Social Research Institute No. 134. Dublin: Economic and Social Research Institute.

Prinsen, B. (1997). Community Based Support Programs and Primary Prevention. Paper presented at the
ISPCAN Conference on Child Abuse, Barcelona, Spain.

Ryan, A. (1999b). Walls of Silence. Kilkenny: Red Lion Press.

Ryan, G. (1998). The Relevance of Early Life Experience to the Behaviour of Sexually Abusive Youth. Irish
Journal of Psychology, Volume 19, No. 1, pp. 32-48.

Skehill, C., O'Sullivan, E. and Buckley, H. (1999). The Nature of Child Protection Practices: An Irish Case
Study. Child and Family Social Work, Volume 4, No. 2 May, pp. 145-152.

Sullivan, M., Knutson, J., Scanlon, J. and Cork, P. (1997). Maltreatment of Children with Disabilities:
Family Risk Factors and Prevention Implications. Journal of Child Centred Practice, Volume 4, No. 1, pp.
33-46.

Uí Ainín, M. (2004b). Cosaint Leanaí san Ionad Cúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 29-34.

Walsh, T. (1999). Changing Expectations: The 'Impact' of Child Protection on Irish Social Work. Child and
Family Social Work, Volume 4, No. 1, pp. 33-41.

Weitzman, C. (2004). An Exploration of Preschool Workers’ Attitudes to Child Protection and their
Perception of their Role in the Identification and Reporting of Child Abuse and Welfare Concerns.
Postgraduate Diploma in Child Protection and Welfare. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Weitzman, C. (2005). Do as I Say, Not as I Do - An Exploration of the Development and Implementation
of Child Protection Policies in Community Preschool Settings. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College
Dublin.

Western Health Board (2001). Charter of Rights for Children and Young People in Care. Galway: Western
Health Board.

Whyte, J. and Smyth, C. (2004). ISPCC Childline Service – A Review. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre.

Woods, M. (1994). Drug Using Parents and their Children: The Experience of a Voluntary/ Non - Statutory
Project. Irish Social Worker, Volume 12, No. 2, p. 10.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 129



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 130



Identity and 

Belonging

Féiniúlacht agus

Muintearas11

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:05  Page 131



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

132

11 Identity and Belonging

Identity and Belonging and issues related to the
growing diversity of our society have prompted
considerable discussion and debate. The 2006
census enumerates the number of people living
in Ireland, but born outside the state, at
approximately 10% of the population.6 This
relates to both the children attending ECCE
settings but also the increasing diversity of the
early years workforce, which now includes a
large number of international workers. Overall,
this has an important impact on the way in
which ECCE services are provided and the
necessity to prepare and educate our youngest
children for life in an increasingly diverse
country and world.

The theme of Identity and Belonging consists of
165 publications between 1990 and 2006. This is
further divided into eight sub-themes, namely:

• Intercultural Care and Education [31]

• Legislation and Practice Guidelines [19]

• Language Acquisition [9]

• Training and Qualifications [7]

• Travellers [59]

• Refugees and Asylum Seekers [22]

• Racism and Anti-racism [12]

• Gender Issues [6]

Intercultural Care and Education

The first sub-theme on Intercultural Care and
Education relates to the development of
intercultural policy and practice for ECCE
services in Ireland. A number of publications
focus on the description and celebration of
diversity within the early years sector in Ireland,
including Deegan (1999), De Paor and Maxwell
(2005), Donnelly (2005d) and Schonfeld (2002).
The development of policy at a national level
relating to intercultural education has been
informed by a number of submissions, such as
that of the CECDE (2002) and the Irish Traveller
Movement (2002). Within the infant classes of
primary schools, a range of publications has
addressed pertinent issues, such as the
integration of foreign national children (INTO,
1998b; 2006a; McGovern, 1995; Nagle, 2006;
National Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism, 2000b; Nolan, 1997; Ward,
2000) and special education (Irish Association of
Teachers in Special Education, 2001). The
provision of multi-denominational education at
primary level through Educate Together schools

Féiniúlacht agus
Muintearas

Tá go leor plé agus díospóireachta déanta faoi
Fhéiniúlacht agus Muintearas agus
saincheisteanna a bhaineann le héagsúlacht
mhéadaitheach ár tsochaí. Dar le daonáireamh
20066, rugadh thart ar 10% den daonra le cónaí
orthu in Éirinn lasmuigh den stát. Baineann sé
sin ní amháin leis na leanaí a bhíonn ag freastal
ar shuímh COLO ach freisin le héagsúlacht
mheádaithe an luchta oibre in earnáil na luath-
óige, a chuimsíonn líon mór oibrithe
idirnáisiúnta anois. Tríd is tríd, tá tionchar
tábhachtach aige sin ar an mbealach ina
gcuirtear seirbhísí COLO ar fáil agus ar an ngá ár
leanaí is óige a ullmhú agus oideachas a chur
orthu chun go mbeidh siad réidh le maireachtáil
i dtír agus i ndomhan atá ag éirí níos éagsúla. 

Cuimsíonn an téama Féiniúlacht agus
Muintearas 165 foilseachán idir 1990 agus 2006.
Roinntear iad sin in ocht bhfo-théama, mar seo
a leanas:

• Cúram agus Oideachas Idirchultúrtha [31]

• Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta agus Cleachtais [19]

• Insealbhú Teanga [9]

• Oiliúint agus Cáilíochtaí [7]

• An Lucht Siúil [59]

• Teifigh agus Lucht Iarrtha Tearmainn [22]

• Ciníochas agus Frith-Chiníochas [12]

• Saincheisteanna Inscne [6]

Cúram agus Oideachas Idirchultúrtha

Baineann an chéad fho-théama faoi Chúram
agus Oideachas Idirchultúrtha le forbairt
beartais agus cleachtais idirchultúrtha do
sheirbhísí COLO in Éirinn. Díríonn roinnt
foilseachán ar an gcur síos ar éagsúlacht agus a
comóradh laistigh d'earnáil na mblianta luatha
in Éirinn, Deegan (1999), De Paor agus Maxwell
(2005), Donnelly (2005d) agus Schonfeld (2002)
ina measc. Thug roinnt aighneas, cosúil le
haighneas an CECDE (2002) agus Gluaiseacht
Luchta Siúil na hÉireann (2002) treoir d’fhorbairt
beartais maidir le hoideachas idirchultúrtha ar
leibhéal náisiúnta. Thug líon mór foilseachán
aghaidh ar shaincheisteanna tábhachtacha
laistigh de ranganna naíonán bunscoileanna,
cosúil le comhtháthú leanaí ar náisiúnaigh
choigríche iad (INTO, 1998b; 2006a; McGovern,
1995; Nagle, 2006; an Coiste Comhairleach
Náisiúnta ar Chiníochas agus Idirchultúrachas,

6 http://www.cso.ie/statistics/popnclassbyreligionandnationality2006.htm 6 http://www.cso.ie/statistics/popnclassbyreligionandnationality2006.htm
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11has been examined by McGowan (1998) and
Rowe (2002). Strategies and methods to
promote intercultural care and education in the
early years have been the subject of a number
of pieces of research, including Murray (2000),
the National Consultative Committee on Racism
and Interculturalism (2002), O’Connor (2003),
O’Dwyer (2006), Smith (1999) and Trócaire
(2001).

Bradley, C. (1996). The Education of Ethnic Minority Pupils. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2002). Submission to the Curriculum
Development Unit of the Department of Education and Science regarding the Promotion of Anti-racism
and Interculturalism at all Levels of the Education System. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education.

Deegan, J. (1999). Challenging and Celebrating Diversity in Contemporary Educational Settings (in)
Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International
Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

De Paor, C. and Maxwell, M. (2005). Celebrating and Recognising Diversity. Paper presented at the
EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/
September 2005.

Donnelly, P. (2005d). Diversity in Early Years Education – The Perspective from the Republic of Ireland.
Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging,
Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Gash, H. (2005). Identity of Difference in Two Cultures: Ireland and Cyprus. Paper presented at the
EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/
September 2005.

Helleiner, J. (1998). Contested Childhood: The Discourse and Politics of Minority Childhood in Ireland.
Childhood: A Global Journal of Child Research, Volume 5, No. 3, pp. 303-324.

Irish Association of Teachers in Special Education (2001). Education for a Pluralist Society: The Directions
of Intercultural Education. Dublin: Irish Association of Teachers in Special Education.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1998b). The Challenge of Diversity - Education Support for Ethnic
Minority Children. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006a). Newcomer Children in the Primary Education System.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish Traveller Movement (2002). Submission by the Irish Traveller Movement Education Working Group
on Promoting Anti Racism, Inclusion and Interculturalism in the Irish Education System. Dublin: Irish
Traveller Movement.

Lancaster, L. (2006). Are Early Childhood Services Agents of Assimilation or Integration? Paper
presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early
Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Maloney, M. (2005). Children's Identity and Participation. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference,
Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

2000b; Nolan, 1997; Ward, 2000) agus oideachas
speisialta (Irish Association of Teachers in Special
Education, 2001). Rinne McGowan (1998) agus
Rowe (2002) scrúdú ar sholáthar an oideachais
ilchreidmhigh ag an mbunleibhéal trí mheán
scoileanna Ag Foghlaim le Chéile. Bhain roinnt
píosaí taighde, lena n-áirítear an taighde ó
Murray (2000), an National Consultative
Committee on Racism and Interculturalism
(2002), O’Connor (2003), O’Dwyer (2006), Smith
(1999) agus Trócaire (2001) le straitéisí agus
modhanna chun cúram agus oideachas
idirchultúrtha a chothú sna blianta luatha.
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11 McGovern, F. (1995). The Education of Refugee Children in Ireland. Oideas, Volume 43, Summer 1995,
pp. 82-93.

McGowan, A. (1998). Multi-Denominational Education at Primary Level in Ireland. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin. 

Murray, M. (2000). Inclusive Education for Refugee Children: Issues to be Addressed. M. Eq.St. Thesis.
Dublin: University College Dublin. 

Nagle, B. (2006). Integrating Children of Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in Early Childhood Settings.
Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the
Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2000b). Towards an Intercultural
Approach to the Integration of Children at Primary School Level. Dublin: National Consultative
Committee on Anti-racism and Interculturalism.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2002). Equality and Diversity: An Anti-
Bias Approach. Dublin: Barnardos/ Pavee Point/ Know Racism, National Consultative Committee on Anti-
racism and Interculturalism.

Nolan, G. (1997). The Education of Refugee Children: A Review of Irish Educational Provision for
Refugee Children in the Light of International Experience. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College
Dublin.

O’Connor, C. (2003). Challenging Diversity in the Early Years - The Role of the Practitioner (in) Hayes, N.
and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 176-186.

O’Dwyer, M., (2006). Learning to Unlearn: Using the Primary School Curriculum to Challenge Prejudice
Among Young Children During the Formative Years. Ph.D Thesis. Limerick: University of Limerick. 

O’Gorman, M. (2000). Multiculturalism: Contributing to Equality in Early Education. M. Eq.St. Thesis.
Dublin: University College Dublin.

Pillinger, J. (2001). Equality/ Diversity and Quality Customer Service. QCS Equality/ Diversity Sub Group.
Dublin: Department of An Taoiseach/ Equality Authority.

Rowe, P. (2002). Educate Together (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in Early Childhood: A
Collection of Essays. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 64-81.

Rush, M. (2003a). Including Children: Childcare Audit 2003 – Diversity, Disability and Additional Needs.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

Rush, M. (2003b). Children, Diversity and Childcare. Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in Early Childhood: A Collection of Essays. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Smith, A. (1999). The Role of an Early Childhood Curriculum: Promoting Diversity Versus Uniformity (in)
Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International
Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

Trócaire (2001). Watoto – Children from Around the World. A Resource for Preschool Educators. Cork:
Trócaire.

Ward, L. (2000). All Children - All Equal: The Need for Anti-Racist Education in the Primary School
System. M. Eq.St. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.
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11Legislation and Practice Guidelines 

The increasing complexity of the legislative
framework in this area, in particular the Equal
Status Acts (DJELR, 2000d; 2004b), has prompted
the publication of a range of Legislation and
Practice Guidelines. A number of publications
provide practical advice on how to develop
intercultural, anti-discriminatory practice in ECCE
settings, including Barnardos National Children’s
Resource Centre (2004), Byrne and Whyte
(2005), Cork CCC and Barnardos (2003), Cork
City Childcare Company (2005), the National
Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism (1999; 2001; 2003), the OMC
(2006b) and Willoughby (2004). The DES (2000c;
2002b), the INTO (2002), the NCCA (2005e) and
the Visiting Teacher Service for Traveller
Children (1999) have addressed this issue with
specific reference to the infant classes of
primary schools. 

Barnardos (2002d). Unaccompanied Minors: An Information Booklet. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre (2004). Every Child Matters: Developing Anti-
discriminatory Practice in Early Childhood Services. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource
Centre.

Byrne, T. and Whyte, J. (2005). Working with Ethnically and Culturally Diverse Families and Children: A
Review of Good Practice. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Cork City Childcare Committee and Barnardos (2003). Developing Anti-Discriminatory Practice in Early
Childhood - A How to Guide. Cork: Cork City Childcare Committee and Barnardos. 

Cork City Childcare Company Ltd. (2005). Refugee Children and Childcare – A Guide to Help Childcare
Staff Support Refugee Children and Educational Services. Cork: Cork City Childcare Company Ltd.

Deegan, J. (2002). Early Childhood Discourse: Problematising some Conceptual Issues in Statutory
Frameworks. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 21, No. 2, Autumn, pp. 77-88. 

Department of Education and Science (2000c). Information Booklet for Schools on Asylum Seekers.
Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (2002b). Promoting Anti-Racism and Interculturalism in Education
– Draft Recommendations Towards a National Action Plan. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000d). Equal Status Act. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2004b). Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2004. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2002). Intercultural Guidelines for Schools: Valuing Difference,
Combating Racism, Promoting Inclusiveness and Equality. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (1999). Introductory Pack: Addressing
Racism and Promoting a More Inclusive, Intercultural Society. Dublin: National Consultative Committee
on Anti-racism and Interculturalism.

Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta agus Cleachtais

Mar thoradh ar chastacht mhéadaitheach na
creatlaí reachtaíochta sa réimse seo, go háirithe
na hAchtanna um Stádas Comhionann (DJELR,
2000d; 2004b), foilsíodh raon Treoirlínte
Reachtaíochta agus Cleachtais. Tugann roinnt
foilseachán comhairle phraiticiúil faoi conas
cleachtas idirchultúrtha, frith-idirdhealaitheach
a fhorbairt i suímh COLO, lena n-áirítear
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre
(2004), Byrne agus Whyte (2005), CCC Chorcaí
agus Barnardos (2003), Cork City Childcare
Company (2005) agus an Coiste Comhairleach
Náisiúnta ar Chiníochas agus Idirchultúrachas
(1999; 2001; 2003), OMC (2006b) agus
Willoughby (2004). Thug an DES (2000c; 2002b),
an INTO (2002), an NCCA (2005e) agus Visiting
Teacher Service for Traveller Children (1999)
aghaidh ar an tsaincheist seo le tagairt shonrach
do ranganna naíonán na mbunscoileanna. 
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11 National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2001). Guidelines on Anti-Racism and
Intercultural Training. Dublin: National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2003). Guidelines for Developing a
'Whole Organisation’ Approach to Address Racism and to Support Interculturalism. Dublin: National
Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005e). Intercultural Education in the Primary School:
Guidelines for Schools. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006b). Diversity and Equality Guidelines for Childcare Providers.
Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Visiting Teacher Service for Traveller Children (1999). Traveller Education: Resource Pack for Use in
Primary Schools. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Willoughby, M. (2004). Every Child Matters – Developing Anti-Discriminatory Practice in Early Childhood
Services. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Zappone, K. (2000). Charting the Equality Agenda. Dublin: Equality Authority.

Language Acquisition

The issue of Language Acquisition for children
whose first language is not English has become
the subject of a number of pieces of research in
recent years. Mhic Mhathúna (2004b; 2006a) has
researched language acquisition for children
who are learning English as an additional
language and provides a range of strategies to
promote this in early years settings. A
multilingual information pack has been
produced and disseminated by Galway CCC
(2004) to provide information to parents whose
first language is not English on ECCE services.
Little et al. (1996) documented practice relating
to provision in Ireland for language acquisition
for refugees, making a number of
recommendations to inform future policy and
practice. The possibility of introducing foreign
language teaching and learning for all pupils in
primary schools was examined by Murphy
(2006b). 

De Cléir, S. (1993). Childcare in Linguistic Minorities: Reflections from an Irish Perspective. NOW – The
Letter, Volume 2, Autumn, pp. 3-4.

European Bureau for Lesser-Used Languages (1995). Feeling at Home in Your Language. Brussels:
European Bureau for Lesser-Used Languages.

Fishman, J. (1991). Reversing Language Shift: Theoretical and Empirical Foundations of Assistance to
Threatened Languages. Clevedon, Avon: Multilingual Matters.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2004). Caring Together – Multilingual Information Pack
about Childcare Services in Galway. Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Little, D. and Lazenby-Simpson, B. (1996). Meeting the Language Needs of Refugees – Some General
Principles. A Report on Current Practice in Ireland and Elsewhere and Some Recommendations. Dublin:
Trinity College Dublin.

Insealbhú Teanga

Dhéileáil roinnt píosaí taighde le blianta beaga
anuas le saincheist an Insealbhaithe Teanga do
leanaí nach Béarla a máthairtheanga. Rinne
Mhic Mhathúna (2004b; 2006a) taighde ar
insealbhú teanga leanaí atá ag foghlaim Béarla
mar theanga bhreise, agus cuireann sí raon
straitéisí ar fáil chun é sin a chur chun cinn i
suímh na mblianta luatha. Tháirg agus scaip CCC
na Gaillimhe (2004) pacáiste faisnéise ilteangach
chun faisnéis faoi sheirbhísí COLO a thabhairt do
thuismitheoirí nach Béarla a máthairtheanga.
Rinne Little et al. (1996) cur síos ar chleachtas
maidir le soláthar in Éirinn d'insealbhú teanga
don lucht iarrtha tearmainn, ag déanamh roinnt
moltaí chun treoir a thabhairt do bheartas agus
cleachtas sa todhchaí. Rinne Murphy (2006b)
scrúdú ar an bhféidearthacht teagasc agus
foghlaim teangacha iasachta a chur ar fáil do na
leanaí uile i mbunscoileanna. 
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11Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2004b). They Don’t Speak English: Young Children Learning English as an
Additional Language in Early Years Settings (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of
the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 187-
196.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2006a). Strategies in Working with Children Learning English as an Additional
Language. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of
Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Murphy, B. (2006b). Early Foreign Language Teaching for All in Irish Schools. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Shiel, G. and Ní Dhálaigh, U. (Eds.) (2003). Other Ways of Seeing: Diversity in Language and Literacy.
Dublin: Reading Association of Ireland. 

Training and Qualifications

The increasing diversity of the population of
children in ECCE settings has led to the need for
specific Training and Qualifications for early
years practitioners. Cooke (2001) and Cooke et
al. (2002) examined the provision of training in
diversity issues among a cohort of third level
ECCE students. The Éist training project,
developed by Murray and O’Doherty (2001),
provides a framework for ensuring that diversity
is respected and promoted in early years
settings. Further analysis of the Éist project and
other Pavee Point training initiatives is
documented by Murray (2005a; 2005b). Kenny
and McLaughlin (2004) analyse provisions for
diversity training within teacher education in
Ireland, North and South.

Cooke, M. (2001). A Qualitative Study in a Third Level College in Dublin: Exploring the Training of Early
Year Education Professionals Dealing with Diversity. M. Phil. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Cooke, M., Fitzpatrick, A. and Walsh, P. (2002). Diversity Education of Early Years Students in the Dublin
Institute of Technology (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century –
Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 253-268.

Kenny, M. and McLaughlin, H. (2004). Diversity in Early Years Education North and South - Implications
for Teacher Education. Armagh: The Centre for Cross Border Studies.

Murray, C. (1995). Side by Side. A Child Care Course for Travellers. Dublin: Barnardos.

Murray, C. (2005a). Promoting Diversity and Equality in Early Childhood Care, Education and Training – The
‘Éist’ Project (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’
- Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 145-151.

Murray, C. (2005b). Diversity and Professional Development: Results of Pilot Diversity and Equality
Training at Pre- and In-service Levels in the Irish Context. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference,
Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Murray, C. and O’Doherty, A. (2001). ‘Éist’ - Respecting Diversity in Early Childhood Care, Education and
Training. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Oiliúint agus Cáilíochtaí

Mar thoradh ar éagsúlacht an daonra leanaí i
suímh COLO anois, tá gá le hOiliúint agus
Cáilíochtaí sonracha do chleachtóirí na mblianta
luatha. Rinne Cooke (2001) agus Cooke et al.
(2002) scrúdú ar sholáthar na hoiliúna faoi
shaincheisteanna éagsúlachta i measc grúpa mac
léinn COLO tríú leibhéal. Cuireann an tionscadal
oiliúna Éist, a d’fhorbair Murray agus O’Doherty
(2001) creatlach ar fáil chun a chinntiú go
léirítear meas ar éagsúlacht agus go gcothaítear
i suímh na mblianta luatha é. Déanann Murray
(2005a; 2005b) anailís bhreise ar an tionscadal
Éist agus ar thionscnaimh oiliúna eile Pavee
Point. Déanann Kenny agus McLaughlin (2004)
anailís ar an soláthar déanta d’oiliúint faoi
éagsúlacht in oideachas múinteoirí in Éirinn, sa
Tuaisceart agus sa Deisceart.
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11 Travellers

The Traveller Community has a long history of
involvement with ECCE, and as an indigenous
ethnic minority, a considerable body of
literature has emerged in the area. The
provision of a specific ongoing professional
development course for practitioners and
teachers working in Traveller Preschools has
been documented by Barnardos and INTO
Professional Development Unit (2006a; 2006b)
and Graham (2005). Traveller health issues have
been the subject of a number of researchers,
including Cassidy (2006a; 2006b) and the DHC
(2002b). The DES (2003b), among others (Boyle,
1995; 2006), has reviewed the provision of care
and education within the Traveller Preschools.
At government level, a number of documents
and policies have been produced to inform
practice, including a number of task forces and
review bodies for Travellers (Department of
Equality and Law Reform, 1995a; DJELR, 2000b;
Government of Ireland, 1990) and the Traveller
Education Strategy (DES, 2006a). The DES has
provided guidelines for Traveller education
within primary schools (Department of
Education, 1994a; DES, 2002a), while it has also
conducted review of educational provision (DES,
1998c; 2005d). The INTO (1992a; 1992b), O’Reilly
(1993) and the Visiting Teacher Service for
Traveller Children (1999) offer practice
guidelines and resources to support the
education of Travellers within the infant classes
of primary schools. Parental involvement and
partnership within the Traveller community has
featured as the theme of publications by Boyle
(2006) and Kelleher (2005). The Dublin Travellers
Education and Training Group (1992; 1993),
Helleiner (2000), Kenny (2001), Mac Laughlin
(1995), McCann et al. (1994), O’Reilly (1996),
Ryan (1996; 1998) and Sheehan (2000) provide
historical and sociological perspectives on the
care and education of Travellers in Ireland.
Pavee Point (1995; 1997; 1998; 1999; 2000; 2001;
2002) has produced a range of publications to
inform policy and practice in ECCE settings in
Ireland.

Barnardos and INTO Professional Development Unit (2006a). In-Career Development Programme for
Staff and Management of Traveller Pre-Schools. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education.

Barnardos and INTO Professional Development Unit (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - In-Career
Development Programme for Staff and Management of Traveller Pre-Schools: Executive Summary.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Boyle, A. (1995). A Profile of the Special Preschools for Traveller Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: UCG.

Boyle, A. (2006). Traveller Education in Ireland: Parental Involvement in Preschool Education.
Aesthethika, Volume 2, Issue 2, May 2006, pp. 33-43. (www.ethika.org)

An Lucht Siúil

Tá Pobal an Luchta Siúil rannpháirteach i COLO
le fada an lá, agus mar mhionlach eitneach
dúchasach, tá líon maith litríochta ar fáil faoin
réimse sin. Rinne Barnardos agus Aonad
Forbartha Gairmiúla an INTO (2006a; 2006b)
agus Graham (2005) cur síos ar sholáthar cúrsa
forbartha gairmiúla leanúnach sonrach do
chleachtóirí agus múinteoirí ag oibriú i
Réamhscoileanna an Luchta Siúil.  Dhírigh roinnt
taighdeoirí ar chúrsaí sláinte i measc an Luchta
Siúil, Cassidy (2006a; 2006b) agus an DHC
(2002b) ina measc. Rinne an DES (2003b), i
measc eile (Boyle, 1995; 2006), athbhreithniú ar
an soláthar do chúram agus oideachas i
Réamhscoileanna an Luchta Siúil. Ag leibhéal an
rialtais, táirgeadh roinnt cáipéisí agus beartas
chun treoir a thabhairt don chleachtas, lena n-
áirítear roinnt tascfhorsaí agus comhlachtaí
athbhreithnithe don Lucht Siúil (An Roinn
Comhionannais agus Athchóirithe Dlí, 1995a;
DJELR, 2000b; Rialtas na hÉireann, 1990) agus
Traveller Education Strategy (DES, 2006a). Chuir
an DES treoirlínte ar fáil d'oideachas an Luchta
Siúil laistigh de bhunscoileanna (an Roinn
Oideachais, 1994a; DES, 2002a) agus rinne sé
athbhreithniú freisin ar sholáthar an oideachais
(DES, 1998c; 2005d). Cuireann an INTO (1992a;
1992b), O’Reilly (1993) agus an Visiting Teacher
Service for Traveller Children (1999) treoirlínte
cleachtais agus acmhainní ar fáil chun tacú le
hoideachas an Luchta Siúil laistigh de ranganna
naíonán bunscoileanna. Bhí rannpháirteachas
tuismitheoirí agus comhpháirtíocht laistigh de
phobal an Luchta Siúil mar théama foilseachán
le Boyle (2006) agus Kelleher (2005). Tugann an
Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group
(1992; 1993), Helleiner (2000), Kenny (2001),
Mac Laughlin (1995), McCann et al. (1994),
O’Reilly (1996), Ryan (1996; 1998) agus Sheehan
(2000) peirspictíochtaí stairiúla agus
socheolaíocha faoi chúram agus oideachas an
Luchta Siúil in Éirinn. D’eisigh Pavee Point (1995;
1997; 1998; 1999; 2000; 2001; 2002) raon
foilseachán chun treoir a thabhairt do bheartas
agus cleachtas i suímh COLO in Éirinn.
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11Cassidy, M. (2006a). A Study of the Effectiveness of Education about Risk Factors Associated with
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome on Changing Attitudes and Relevant Practices in a Group of Traveller
Women (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 278-286.

Cassidy, M. (2006b). The Health of Traveller Children. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual
Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004g). Submission on the Traveller Education
Strategy to the Educational Disadvantage Committee. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education.

Clondalkin Travellers Development Group (1999). The Traveller Child: An Assessment of Childcare
Provision for Travellers in Clondalkin. Dublin: Clondalkin Travellers Development Group in association
with Barnardos.

Cronin, B. (1990). Education Provision for the Children of Travelling Communities: A Survey. Reach,
Volume 4, No. 1, pp. 24-28.

Department of Education (1994a). The Education of Traveller Children in National Schools – Guidelines.
Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (1998c). Survey by Primary School Inspectorate on Traveller
Participation in Education. (Unpublished). 

Department of Education and Science (2002a). Guidelines on Traveller Education in Primary Schools.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2003b). Preschools for Travellers – National Evaluation Report.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2005d). Survey of Traveller Education Provision in Irish Schools.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2006a). Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Education
Strategy. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Equality and Law Reform (1995a). Report of the Task Force on the Travelling Community.
Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Health and Children (2002b). Traveller Health: A National Strategy 2002-2005. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000b). First Progress Report of the Committee to
Monitor and Co-ordinate the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Task Force on the
Travelling Community. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group (1992). File – Irish Travellers: New Analysis and New
Initiatives. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group (1993). Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group
File. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group, Irish Traveller Movement and Irish Council for Civil
Liberties (1993). Anti-Racist Law and the Travellers. Dublin: Irish Traveller Movement.

Fitzpatrick, P., Molloy, B. and Johnson, Z. (1997). Community Mothers Programme: Extension to the
Travelling Community in Ireland. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, Volume 51, pp. 299-
303.
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11 Gormally, E. (Ed.) (2005). Whiddin to the Gauras. Dublin: Veritas.

Government of Ireland (1990). Report of the Committee to Monitor the Implementation of
Government Policy on Travelling People. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Graham, I. (2005). Training Staff in Traveller Preschools. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference,
Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Helleiner, J. (2000). Irish Travellers: Racism and the Politics of Culture. London: University of Toronto
Press.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1992a). Travellers in Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’
Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1992b). Traveller Education – INTO Policies and Procedures
Updated. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish Traveller Movement (1993). Education and Travellers. Dublin: Irish Traveller Movement.

Kelleher, E. (2005). Parental Involvement in the Language Development of Preschool Traveller Children
Through the Use of Storybooks. M. SEN. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Kenny, M. (2001). Traveller Childhood in Ireland (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S.
(Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin: Oak
Tree Press, pp. 229-248.

Mac Aonghusa, M. (1991). The Alienation of Travellers from the Educational System. Dublin:
Sociological Society of Ireland.

Mac Laughlin, J. (1995). Travellers and Ireland: Whose Country? Whose History? Cork: Cork University
Press. 

McCann, M., Ó Siocháin, S. and Ruane, J. (Eds.) (1994). Irish Travellers: Culture and Ethnicity. Belfast:
Institute of Irish Studies.

Murray, C. (1995). Side by Side. A Child Care Course for Travellers. Dublin: Barnardos.

Murray, C. (1997). Pavee Children: A Study of Childcare Issues for Travellers. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Murray, C. (1999). Diversity: A Challenge for Early Educators in Ireland (in) Dublin Institute of
Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and
Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Murray, C. (2002). The Traveller Child: A Holistic Perspective (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in
Early Childhood: A Collection of Essays. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 44-
63.

O’Connell, J. (1994). Reach Out. Dublin: Pavee Point.

O’Connell, J. (1997). Travellers, Gypsies, Roma. Dublin: Pavee Point Fact Sheet.

O’Connell, J. (1998). Roma Gypsies, Travellers of Europe: An Examination of Discrimination and Racism.
Dublin: Pavee Point.

O’Doherty, A. (2002). Diversity as a Majority Issue (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in Early
Childhood: A Collection of Essays. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 6-23.

Ó Nualláin, S. and Forde, M. (1992). Changing Needs of Irish Travellers. Galway: Woodlands Centre.

O’Reilly, M. (1993). With Travellers – A Handbook for Teachers. Dublin: Blackrock Teachers Centre. 
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11O’Reilly, M. (1996). Education and the Traveller Community. Reach, Volume 10, No. 1, pp. 46-55.

Pavee Point (1995). Incorporating an Anti-Discrimination Theme within the Proposed National Anti-
Poverty Strategy. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Pavee Point (1997). Travellers: Nomads of Ireland. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Pavee Point (1998). Travellers and Early Childhood Care and Education. Submission to the National
Forum on Early Childhood Education. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Pavee Point (1999). Anti-Racist Code of Practice. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Pavee Point (2000). Pavee Beoir, Different but Equal (Video). Dublin: Pavee Point.

Pavee Point (2001). ‘Respect’ - Education Without Prejudice: A Challenge for Early Years Educators in
Ireland. Papers presented at a Pavee Point Conference in Dublin Castle, October, 1998. Dublin: Pavee
Point.

Pavee Point (2002). Traveller-Proofing within an Equality Framework. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Phillips, M. (1998). Travellers and Education: An Exploration of the Use of Traveller Culture and
Language as a Resource in Preschool Education for Traveller Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: University
College Galway. 

Roma Support Group and Pavee Point (2002). Roma in Ireland: An Initial Needs Analysis. Dublin: Pavee
Point.

Ryan, A. (1996). Teachers, Travellers and Education: A Sociological Perspective. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

Ryan, A. (1998). Teachers, Travellers and Education: A Sociological Perspective. Irish Educational Studies,
Volume 17, pp. 161-174.

Sheehan, E. (Ed.) (2000). Travellers – Citizens of Ireland. Dublin: The Parish of the Travelling People. 

Spiers, D. (1990). Pavee Pictures. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Visiting Teacher Service for Traveller Children (1999). Traveller Education: Resource Pack for Use in
Primary Schools. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Research into the care and education of
Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the early years
has become far more prevalent in recent years
with the changing social and economic context
of Irish society. Cullen (2000), Fanning et al.
(2001), Mac Neice and Almirall (1999) and Smyth
and Whyte (2004) provide sociological overviews
of the position of refugees and asylum seekers
in Ireland. Research by Barnardos (2000a), the
DES (2000c), Faughnan and O’Donovan (2002),
Murray (2000), the National Consultative
Committee on Racism and Interculturalism
(2006), Torode et al. (2001) and Watt (1998)
document strategies and provide guidance to
support the learning and development of
refugee and asylum seeking children in early
years settings. 

Teifigh agus Lucht Iarrtha Tearmainn

Rinneadh i bhfad níos mó taighde ar chúram
agus oideachas na dTeifeach agus an Luchta
Iarrtha Tearmainn sna blianta luatha le blianta
beaga anuas, mar thoradh ar chomhthéacs
sóisialta agus eacnamaíoch shochaí na hÉireann
atá ag athrú. Tugann Cullen (2000), Fanning et al.
(2001), Mac Neice agus Almirall (1999) agus
Smyth agus Whyte (2004) forbhreathnú
socheolaíoch ar staid na dteifeach agus an luchta
iarrtha tearmainn in Éirinn. Déanann taighde le
Barnardos (2000a), an DES (2000c), Faughnan
agus O’Donovan (2002), Murray (2000), an Coiste
Comhairleach Náisiúnta ar Chiníochas agus
Idirchultúrachas (2006), Torode et al. (2001) agus
Watt (1998) cur síos ar straitéisí agus tugann siad
treoir chun tacú le foghlaim agus forbairt leanaí i
suímh na mblianta luatha ar theifigh nó ar bhaill
den lucht iarrtha tearmainn iad. 
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11 Barnardos (2000a). Meeting the Needs of Refugee and Asylum Seeking Children in Ireland. Policy
Briefing 5. Dublin: Barnardos.

Begley, M., Garavan, C., Condon, M., Kelly, I., Holland, K. and Staines, A. (1999). Asylum in Ireland: A
Public Health Perspective. Dublin: Department of Public Health and Medicine, University College Dublin.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2006a). All Our Children – Child Impact Assessment for Irish Children of
Migrant Parents. Dublin: The CADIC Coalition.

Cullen, P. (2000). Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Ireland. Cork: Cork University Press.

Department of Education and Science (2000c). Information Booklet for Schools on Asylum Seekers.
Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Fanning, B., Veale, A., O’Connor, D. (2001). Beyond the Pale: Asylum Seeking Children and Social
Exclusion in Ireland. Dublin: Irish Refugee Council.

Faughnan, P. and O’Donovan, A. (2002). A Changing Voluntary Sector – Working with New Minority
Communities in Ireland. Dublin: Social Science Research Centre, University College Dublin.

Faughnan, P. and Woods, M. (2000). Lives On Hold: Seeking Asylum in Ireland. Dublin: Social Science
Research Centre, University College Dublin.

Helleiner, J. (1998). Contested Childhood: The Discourse and Politics of Minority Childhood in Ireland.
Childhood: A Global Journal of Child Research, Volume 5, No. 3, pp. 303-324.

Hennessy, R. (1999). Perceptions of the Needs of Refugee/ Asylum Seeker Children in Irish Schools: Irish
Schools: A Qualitative Analysis. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

King, D. (2002). Unaccompanied Minor Asylum Seekers in Ireland (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in
Early Childhood: A Collection of Essays. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 90-107.

Mac Neice, S. and Almirall, L. (1999). Separated Children Seeking Asylum in Ireland: A Report on Legal
and Social Conditions. Dublin: Irish Refugee Council.

McGovern, F. (1995). The Education of Refugee Children in Ireland. Oideas, Volume 43, Summer 1995,
pp. 82-93.

Murray, M. (2000). Inclusive Education for Refugee Children: Issues to be Addressed. M. Eq.St. Thesis.
Dublin: University College Dublin. 

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2006). Interim Report on how Public
Authorities Provide Services to Minority Ethnic Groups, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland and
Scotland. Dublin: National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism.

O’Regan, C. (1998). Report of a Survey of the Vietnamese and Bosnian Communities in Ireland. Dublin:
Refugee Resettlement Research Project, Refugee Agency.

O’Reilly, C. (1999). Children’s Perception of Race. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Rea, A. (2001). Psychosocial Needs, Social Support and Estimates of Psychological Distress among
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors in Ireland. Research Project for Doctorate in Clinical Psychology,
Queen’s University Belfast. (Unpublished).

Smyth, K. and Whyte, J. (2004). Making a New Life in Ireland: Lone Refugee and Asylum Seeking
Mothers and their Children. Dublin: Children's Research Centre and Vincentian Refugee Centre.

Stapleton, J. and Fanning, B. (2002). Refugee and Asylum Seeking Children in Ireland: A Rights Based
Approach (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in Early Childhood: A Collection of Essays. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 24-43.
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11Torode, R., Walsh, T. and Woods, M. (2001). Working with Refugees and Asylum Seekers: A Social Work
Resource Book. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin Social Studies.

Watt, P. (1998). Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Ireland, The Potential of Community Development
Strategies. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Racism and Anti-racism

A small number of publications relate directly to
the sub-theme of Racism and Anti-racism. At
government level, the DJELR (1997a; 1999b;
2002a; 2005) has produced a range of policy
documents relating to combating racism and
promoting diversity at all levels of Irish society.
Government policy has also been augmented by
a number of government agencies, some of
which have engaged in consultative processes to
inform policy development (National Action
Plan Against Racism Steering Group, 2003;
National Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism, 2000a; Refugee Agency, 1997).
Farrell and Watt (2001), Lentin and McVeigh
(2002) and McVeigh (1996a; 1996b) provide an
analysis of racism in Ireland and suggest
strategies to counteract discriminatory practices. 

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1997a). European Year Against Racism - Ireland
Report. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1999b). Integration: A Two Way Process. Report to the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform by the Interdepartmental Working Group on the
Integration of Refugees in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2002a). Towards a National Action Plan Against
Racism in Ireland: A Discussion Document to Inform the Consultative Process. Dublin: Department of
Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2005). Planning for Diversity - The National Action
Plan Against Racism 2005-2006. Dublin: Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Equality Commission for Northern Ireland and National Consultative Committee on Anti-racism and
Interculturalism (2000). Developing a North/ South Agenda for Anti-racism and Racial Equality
Strategies (Briefing Paper). Dublin: National Consultative Committee on Anti-racism and
Interculturalism.

Farrell, F. and Watt, P. (Eds.) (2001). Responding to Racism in Ireland. Dublin: Veritas.

Lentin, R. and McVeigh, R. (Eds.) (2002). Racism and Anti-Racism in Ireland. Belfast: BTP Publications.

McVeigh, R. (1996a). Minority Ethnic Groups and Racism. CRD North/ South Fact Sheet Series, No. 5.
Belfast: Centre for Research and Documentation.

McVeigh, R. (1996b). The Racialisation of Irishness: Racism and Anti-Racism in Ireland. Belfast: Centre for
Research and Documentation.

Ciníochas agus Frith-Chiníochas

Baineann líon beag foilseachán go díreach leis
an bhfo-théama Ciníochas agus Frith-Chiníochas.
Ag leibhéal an rialtais, tháirg an DJELR (1997a;
1999b; 2002a; 2005) raon cáipéisí beartais faoi
conas dul i ngleic leis an gciníochas agus
éagsúlacht a chur chun cinn ag leibhéil uile
shochaí na hÉireann. Chuidigh roinnt
gníomhaireachtaí rialtais le beartas an rialtais
freisin, le roinnt gníomhaireachtaí ag cur
próiseas comhairliúcháin i gcrích chun treoir a
thabhairt d’fhorbairt beartais (National Action
Plan Against Racism Steering Group, 2003;
National Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism, 2000a; Refugee Agency, 1997).
Déanann Farrell agus Watt (2001), Lentin agus
McVeigh (2002) agus McVeigh (1996a; 1996b)
anailís ar chiníochas in Éirinn agus molann siad
straitéisí chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar chleachtais
idirdhealaitheacha. 
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11 National Action Plan Against Racism Steering Group (2003). Diverse Voices: A Summary of the Outcomes
of the Consultative Process and a Proposed Framework for the National Action Plan Against Racism.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2000a). Addressing Racism and
Promoting a More Inclusive, Intercultural Society. Dublin: National Consultative Committee on Racism
and Interculturalism.

Refugee Agency (1997). Addressing Racism in Predominantly White Communities. Dublin: Refugee
Agency, A Part of Ireland Now.

Gender Issues 

Gender Issues do not emerge as a major area of
consideration within the literature in Ireland,
certainly in comparison to other sub-themes
related to Identity and Belonging. Two authors
have addressed the issue. Cunneen (2001; 2002;
2003; 2006a; 2006b) documents her study on
gender socialisation in the early years. This issue
is also examined by Young (2001), using a case
study method.

Cunneen, M. (2001). A Study of Patterns of Gender Socialisation in Early Years Education and Care in
Cork City. Ph.D Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Cunneen, M. (2002). Gender Socialisation from Antiquity to the Present Day (in) Horgan, M. and
Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 84-105.

Cunneen, M. (2003). A Portrayal of Practice: Gender Socialisation in Early Years Education and Care
Settings (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 62-79.

Cunneen, M. (2006a). Pink and Blue: Exploring Gender in the Early Years (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a).
Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research
Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 98-102.

Cunneen, M. (2006b). “Girls and Boys Are Different!” An Exploration of Parental Responses to a
Questionnaire Survey on Gender in the Early Years (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in
Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 312-319.

Young, R. (2001). Gender Socialisation in Early Childhood Education Theory and Practice: A Case Study.
MA. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Saincheisteanna Inscne

Níl Saincheisteanna Inscne mar ábhar
tábhachtach i litríocht na hÉireann, go háirithe i
gcomparáid le fo-théamaí eile a bhaineann le
Féiniúlacht agus Muintearas. Thug beirt údar
aghaidh ar an tsaincheist seo. Déanann Cunneen
(2001; 2002; 2003; 2006a; 2006b) cur síos ar a
staidéar faoi shóisialú inscne sna blianta luatha.
Déanann Young (2001) staidéar ar an ábhar seo
freisin, trí mhodh cás staidéir.
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12 Interactions

Interactions is one of the core Standards of
Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education and in its development,
the research reviewed and the consultation
undertaken was emphatic in stressing the
importance of interactions within early years
settings to ensure quality provision. As
Interactions is closely related to other Síolta
Standards such as Play, Environments and
Professional Practice, it is important to note that
research on Interactions may feature as a minor
focus of other publications listed under these
themes.

Despite the importance of interactions within
ECCE settings, including child-child interactions,
adult-child interactions and adult-adult
interactions, it is surprising that this theme
contains only seven publications.

Connolly (2006) examines the importance of
interactions in the development of quality
relationships in ECCE settings. Donnelly (1996)
and McGough (1994) document the role of
dialogue in the infant classroom as a means of
nurturing the linguistic and overall development
of the child. The use of Mathematics as a means
to promote interactions among children in the
infant classes from a Sociocultural perspective is
explicated by Dunphy (2005d; 2006c). Dinneen
(2002b) documents the importance of joint
involvement episodes with babies as a means of
positively interacting with the young child and
her/his environment. Smith (2004) provides
ethical guidance for practitioners on the nature
and range of interactions in the early years
between all stakeholders, including children,
staff, management and the wider community. 

Connolly, L. (2006). Using Interactional Analysis to Help Build Relationships in Early Childhood Services.
Paper presented at the 16th Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood
Education, Reykjavik, Iceland, August–September 2006.

Dinneen, F. (2002b). Joint Involvement Episodes with Babies: Lessons from Research for the New
Millennium (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research,
Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 175-
186.

Donnelly, P. (1996). The Case for Dialogue in the Classroom. Education Today, Autumn/ Winter 1996.
Dublin: Irish National Teacher’s Organisation.

Idirghníomhartha

Is é Idirghníomhartha ceann de Chaighdeáin
lárnacha Síolta, an Chreatlach Náisiúnta
Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na Luath-Óige agus
nuair a forbraíodh é, leag an taighde a
athbhreithníodh agus an comhairliúchán a
rinneadh béim ollmhór ar thábhacht na n-
idirghníomhartha laistigh de shuímh na
mblianta luatha chun soláthar ar chaighdeán
ard a chinntiú. Toisc go bhfuil caidreamh dlúth
idir Idirghníomhartha agus Caighdeáin eile
Síolta cosúil le Súgradh, Timpeallachtaí agus
Cleachtas Gairmiúil, ní mór a thabhairt faoi
deara go bhféadfadh an taighde ar
Idirghníomhartha a bheith mar mhionfhócas
foilseachán eile liostaithe faoi na téamaí sin.

In ainneoin na tábhachta a bhaineann le
hidirghníomhartha i suímh COLO, lena n-áirítear
idirghníomhartha idir leanaí, idirghníomhartha
idir duine fásta agus leanbh agus
idirghníomhartha idir dhaoine fásta, is cúis
iontais nach bhfuil ach seacht bhfoilseachán
faoin téama seo.

Déanann Connolly (2006) scrúdú ar an tábhacht
a bhaineann le hidirghníomhartha maidir le
gaolmhaireachtaí ar ardchaighdeán a fhorbairt i
suímh COLO. Déanann Donnelly (1996) agus
McGough (1994) cur síos ar ról an idirphlé sa
rang naíonán mar bhealach chun forbairt
theangeolaíoch agus iomlán an linbh a chothú.
Míníonn Dunphy (2005d; 2006c) úsáid na
Matamaitice mar bhealach chun
idirghníomhartha a chothú i measc leanaí i
ranganna naíonán ó pheirspictíocht Shoch-
chultúrtha. Déanann Dinneen (2002b) cur síos ar
thábhacht imeachtaí comh-rannpháirteacha le
babaithe mar bhealach chun idirghníomhaíocht
dhearfach a dhéanamh leis an leanbh óg agus a
t(h)impeallacht. Tugann Smith (2004) treoir
eiticiúil do chleachtóirí faoi chineál agus raon na
n-idirghníomhartha sna blianta luatha idir na
páirtithe leasmhara uile, leanaí, an fhoireann,
an bhainistíocht agus an pobal níos leithne san
áireamh. 
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12Dunphy, E. (2006c). The Development of Young Children’s Number Sense through Participation in
Sociocultural Activity: Profiles of Two Children. Early Childhood Education Research Journal, Volume 14,
No. 1, pp. 57-76.

Dunphy, L. (2005b). Young Children’s Accounts of Their Participation in Socio-cultural Activity and the
Development of their Number Sense. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as
Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

McGough, A. (1994). The Role of Dialogue in the Linguistic Development of the Preschool Child: A
Dublin Inner-City Case Study. Studies in Education, Volume 10, No. 2, pp. 14-24.

Smith, J. (2004). To Do or Not To Do…Ethical Practice Guidelines. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries
Association.
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13 Irish Language Education

It has long been recognised that the early years
are the optimum time for language acquisition
and young children are well disposed to acquire
a new language. Language development in the
early years is also important for the subsequent
linguistic and holistic development of the child
in later life. This large volume of research
provides a base for the development of policy
and practice in the growing number of Naíonraí
and Irish-medium primary schools.

Irish Language Education is one of the largest
themes within the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, consisting of 150 publications.
Following a process of thematic analysis, these
publications have been divided into seven
separate sub-themes, namely:

• Status of Irish Language Education [22]

• Legislation and Practice Guidelines [39]

• Language and Literacy Acquisition [42]

• Immersion Education [15]

• Parents and Families [9]

• Curriculum and Assessment [9]

• Infant Classes of Primary Schools [14]

Status of Irish Language Education

A significant number of publications document
the Status of Irish Language Education in both
historical and contemporary contexts. Area
Development Management (2001) and
Muintearas (2000) document current policy and
practice in early years settings in the Gaeltacht
regions. A number of researchers provide an
insight into trends of Irish language learning and
acquisition in recent years (Hickey, 1991a; 1994;
1995; 1999c; Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, 1994a; Ó
Gliasáin, 1990; 1996; Ó Riagáin and Ó Gliasáin,
1994). Mhic Mhathúna (2002a; 2002b; 2002c)
offers guidance and advice on developing
language policy and practice in ECCE settings.
O’Connor (2002; 2004) has conducted an audit of
research relating to the Irish language in Ireland,
categorised under a number of significant themes. 

An Comhchoiste Réamhscolaíochta Teo (1994). Tuarascáil Bhliantúil. Baile Átha Cliath: An Comhchoiste
Réamhscolaíochta Teo.

Area Development Management (2001). National Childcare Census Report – Gaeltacht Regions. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Hickey, T. (1991a). Irish in Ireland (in) Edwards, V. and Alladina, S. (Eds.). Babel and Beyond:
Multilingualism in the British Isles. Harlow: Longman.

Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

Aithníodh le fada an lá gurb iad na blianta
luatha na blianta is fearr d’insealbhú teanga
agus go mbíonn sé ar chumas leanaí óga teanga
nua a insealbhú. Bíonn forbairt na teanga sna
blianta luatha tábhachtach freisin d’fhorbairt
theangeolaíoch agus iomlánaíoch an linbh níos
déanaí sa saol. Tugann an raidhse taighde seo
bonn ar fáil d’fhorbairt beartais agus cleachtais
sa líon mór Naíonraí agus Gaelscoileanna.

Tá Oideachas trí Ghaeilge ar cheann de na
téamaí is mó sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde, le 150 foilseachán san áireamh ann. I
ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, roinneadh na
foilseacháin sin i seacht bhfo-théama, mar seo a
leanas:

• Stádas an Oideachais trí Ghaeilge [22]

• Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta agus Cleachtais [39]

• Insealbhú Teanga agus Litearthachta [42]

• Tumoideachas [15]

• Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlaigh [9]

• Curaclam agus Measúnacht [9]

• Ranganna Naíonán i mBunscoileanna [14]

Stádas an Oideachais trí Ghaeilge

Déanann líon suntasach foilseachán cur síos ar
Stádas an Oideachais trí Ghaeilge i
gcomhthéacsanna stairiúla agus comhaimseartha
araon. Déanann Area Development
Management (2001) agus Muintearas (2000) cur
síos ar bheartas agus cleachtas reatha i suímh na
luath-óige i réigiúin Ghaeltachta. Tugann roinnt
taighdeoirí léargas ar na treochtaí maidir le
foghlaim agus insealbhú na Gaeilge le blianta
beaga anuas (Hickey, 1991a; 1994; 1995; 1999c;
Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, 1994a; Ó Gliasáin, 1990;
1996; Ó Riagáin agus Ó Gliasáin, 1994). Tugann
Mhic Mhathúna (2002a; 2002b; 2002c) treoir
agus comhairle faoi fhorbairt beartais agus
cleachtais teanga i suímh COLO. Rinne O’Connor
(2002;2004) iniúchadh ar thaighde a bhaineann
le Gaeilge in Éirinn, rangaithe faoi roinnt téamaí
suntasacha. 
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13Hickey, T. (1994). Irish in Education in the Republic of Ireland (in) Asher, R. and Simpson, J. (Eds.).
Encyclopaedia of Language and Linguistics. Oxford: Pergamon Press.

Hickey, T. (1995). Léirbhreithniú ar Thorthaí Taighde ar an Dátheangachas (A Review of Research on
Bilingualism). Teangeolas, Volume 34, pp. 24-31.

Hickey, T. (1999c). Irish in Education in the Republic of Ireland (in) Spolsky, B. (Ed.). Concise
Encyclopaedia of Educational Linguistics. Oxford: Pergamon Press, pp. 85-86.

Hickey, T. and Williams, J. (Eds.) (1996). Language, Education and Society in a Changing World.
Clevedon, Avon: Multilingual Matters and IRAAL.

Mac Aogáin, E. (1995). An Ghaeilge (in) Ní Dheá, E., Ní Neachtain, M. agus Ó Dubhghaill, A. (Eag.). Na
Teangacha Neamhfhorleathana agus Oiliúint Múinteoirí: Ag Díriú ar an nGné Eorapach. Luimneach:
Coláiste Mhuire gan Smál, pp. 8-25. 

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2002a). Straitéisí agus Pleanáil Teanga don Ionad Cúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh,
D. (2002) (Eag.). Cúram agus Oideachas Luathóige: Treoirleabhar. Gaillimh: Údarás na Gaeltachta, pp.
15–21.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2002b). Language, Culture and Diversity in Early Childhood Settings. Invited
speaker at Childcare Network Loch Garman Annual Conference, Wexford. 

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2002c). Language, Culture and Diversity in Kerry Childcare Settings. Keynote
speaker at Kerry County Childcare Committee Conference on Cultural Diversity and Equality, Killarney
and Tralee, Co. Kerry.

Muintearas (2000). Aspects of Education in the Gaeltacht – Policy Implications. Galway: Muintearas. 

Na Naíscoileanna Gaelacha (1994). Bunreacht. Baile Átha Cliath: Cartlann Chonradh na Gaeilge.

Ní Neachtain, M. (2004). An Ghaeilge, Cúlra agus Cultúr (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 47-48.

Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. (1994a). The Status of Irish as a Mother Tongue or Primary Language. Studies
in Education, Volume 10, No. 1, pp. 23-36.

Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. (2001). Tá Gaeilge Agam, Ach ní ag mo Chara: Irish Speaking Children (in)
Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2:
Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 267-290. 

Ó Conchuir, S. (1994). Muintreas na nOileán. Preschool Component. Unpublished Report Submitted to
Bernard Van Leer Foundation and Údarás na Gaeltachta.

O’Connor, S. (2002). Innéacs Taighde. Baile Átha Cliath: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaíochta.

O’Connor, S. (2004). Innéacs Taighde. Baile Átha Cliath: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaíochta.

Ó Gliasáin, M. (1990). Language Shift Among Schoolchildren in Gaeltacht Areas: 1974-1984: An Analysis
of the Distribution of £10 Grant Qualifiers. Dublin: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Ó Gliasáin, M. (1996). The Language Question in the Census of Population. Dublin: Institiúd
Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Ó Riagáin, P. and Ó Gliasáin, M. (1994). The National Surveys on Languages 1993: Preliminary Report.
Dublin: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.
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13 Legislation and Practice Guidelines

Publications relating to Legislation and Practice
Guidelines for the Irish language are numerous
and offer practitioners and teachers guidance to
inform their practice. The introduction of the
Official Languages Act (Department of
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, 2003)
provides a legislative framework for the delivery
of services in the Irish language. The BCCN
(2000b) and Galway CCC (2003g) offer
information and resources to sessional service
providers and childminders respectively to
deliver services in the Irish language. Teacher
and Stiúrthóir (teacher in Naíonraí) handbooks
to guide practice in Irish-medium settings have
been produced by a number of researchers,
including Mac Con Iomaire (2004; 1998), Mac
Seanlaoich (1995) and Mhic Mhathúna et al.
(2002a; 2002b). Ní Chinnéide (2001) and
Stíobhairt (2004b) have produced research on
the importance of the parental role in the home
in promoting the Irish language and of parental
partnership within Irish language settings. A
publication edited by Uí Ghrádaigh (2004a)
contains a range of short articles to inform and
support practice in Irish-medium settings,
focusing on aspects such as management
(Máirtín, 2004b), computers in ECCE settings
(Mhic Ghabhann, 2004), child development
(Stíobhairt, 2004a), supporting children’s rights
(Uí Ainín, 2004a; 2004b), play (Uí Ghrádaigh,
2004c), equality and diversity (Uí Ghrádaigh,
2004e), evaluation (Uí Ghrádaigh, 2004i) and
health and safety (Uí Leathleabhair, 2004). 

An Roinn Sláinte agus Leanaí (1999). Treoirlínte Naisiúnta do Chosaint agus Leas Leanaí. Baile Átha
Cliath: Oifig an tSoláthair.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000b). Pacáiste Eolas do Sholáthraithe ar Sherbhísí Sheisiúnacaha
Réamhscolaíochta arna chur in Eagar ag Líonra Cúram Leanaí Chontaetha na Teorann Teo. Monaghan:
Border Counties Childcare Network.

De Faoite, G. (2003). Athbhreithniú Ar: Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga; Scéim na gCampaí Samhraidh trí
Ghaeilge d’Aos Óg na Gaeltachta; Scéim na bhFoghlaimeóirí Gaeilge agus Cuairteóirí Baile – Na
Féidearthachtaí. Gaillimh: An Roinn Gnóthaí, Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta.

Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (2002). Official Languages Bill 2002. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (2003). Official Languages Act 2003. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Eagraíocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta (1998). Aighneacht chuig Forám Naisiúnta um Luathoideachas.
Dún na nGall: Eagraíocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta.

Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta agus Cleachtais

Tá go leor foilseachán ann a bhaineann le
Treoirlínte Reachtaíochta agus Cleachtais don
Ghaeilge agus tugann siad treoir do chleachtóirí
agus múinteoirí chun cabhrú leo i gcleachtas.
Cuireann seoladh Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla
(An Roinn Gnóthaí Pobail, Tuaithe agus
Gaeltachta, 2003) creatlach reachtaíochta ar fáil
do sheachadadh seirbhísí trí mheán na Ghaeilge.
Tugann an BCCN (2000b) agus CCC na Gaillimhe
(2003g) faisnéis agus acmhainní do
sholáthraithe seirbhísí seisiúnacha agus
cúramóirí leanaí faoi seach chun cabhrú leo
seirbhísí a sheachadadh trí Ghaeilge.  Tháirg
roinnt taighdeoirí, lena n-áirítear Mac Con
Iomaire (2004; 1998), Mac Seanlaoich (1995)
agus Mhic Mhathúna et al. (2002a; 2002b),
lámhleabhair do Mhúinteoirí agus do Stiúrthóirí
(múinteoirí i Naíonraí) chun treoir a thabhairt
do chleachtas i suímh trí mheán na Gaeilge.
Rinne Ní Chinnéide (2001) agus Stíobhairt
(2004b) taighde ar an tábhacht a bhaineann le
ról an tuismitheora sa bhaile maidir le Gaeilge a
chur chun cinn agus tábhacht na
comhpháirtíochta le tuismitheoirí i suímh
Ghaeilge. Tá ailt ghearra i bhfoilseachán
eagraithe ag Uí Ghrádaigh (2004a) a thugann
treoir agus tacaíocht don chleachtas i suímh trí
mheán na Gaeilge, le fócas ar ghnéithe cosúil le
bainistíocht (Máirtín, 2004b), ríomhairí i suímh
COLO (Mhic Ghabhann, 2004), forbairt leanaí
(Stíobhairt, 2004a), tacú le cearta leanaí (Uí
Ainín, 2004a; 2004b), súgradh (Uí Ghrádaigh,
2004c), comhionannas agus éagsúlacht (Uí
Ghrádaigh, 2004e), meastóireacht (Uí
Ghrádaigh, 2004i) agus sláinte agus
sábháilteacht (Uí Leathleabhair, 2004). 
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13Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003g). Pacáiste Eolais ar Fheighlí Linbh. Galway: Galway
City and County Childcare Committee.

Mac Con Iomaire, M. (2004). Loinnir – Clár Oibre do Naíonraí na Gaeltachta. Gaillimh: Údarás na
Gaeltachta agus Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta Teoranta.

Mac Con Iomaire, P. (1998). Cúram agus Oideachas Luathóige - Treoirleabhar. Gaillimh: Údarás na
Gaeltachta.

Mac Seanlaoich, M. (1995). Cúrsaí Praiticiúla – Lámhleabhar do Stiúrthóirí Naíonraí. Baile Átha Cliath:
An Comhchoiste Réamhscolaíochta Teo.

Máirtín, C. (2004a). An Chumarsáid (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí
0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 21-22.

Máirtín, C. (2004b). Teanga Bhainisteoireachta (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 81-82.

Mhic Ghabhann, M. (2004). An Ríomhaire sa Naíonra (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 105-106.

Mhic Mhathúna, M., Ní Raghallaigh, D., Ní Fhoghlú, C. agus Ní Néill, U. (2002a). Niamh agus Ruairí.
Lámhleabhar an Mhúinteora. Baile Átha Cliath, Carroll Heinemann.

Mhic Mhathúna, M., Ní Raghallaigh, D., Ní Fhoghlú, C. agus Ní Néill, U. (2002b). Niamh agus Ruairí.
Bosca Áiseanna. Baile Átha Cliath, Carroll Heinemann.

Ní Chinnéide, M. (2001). Ag Togáil Clainne le Gaeilge: Treoirleabhar do Thuismitheoirí. Baile Átha Cliath:
Comhluadar.

Nic Ghiolla Mhichíl, M. (2004). Maoirseacht i gCúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 119-122.

Ó Siail, P. (2004). Ag Cur Aithne ar an Saol – Cur Chuige Rudolf Steiner (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.)
(2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 129-132.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004a). Forbairt an Pháiste (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram
Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 35-42.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004b). Dianbhreathnóireacht (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 43-44.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004c). Ag Obair le Tuismitheoirí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 45-46.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004d). Iompar an Pháiste (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram
Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 99-100.

Uí Ainín, M. (2004a). Coinbhinsiún na Náisiún Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D.
(Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 11-16.

Uí Ainín, M. (2004b). Cosaint Leanaí san Ionad Cúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 29-34.

Uí Ainín, M. (2004c). Polasaithe agus Próisis (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 71-76.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2002). Cúram agus Oideachas Luathóige – Treoirleabhar: Cúrsa Oiliúna i gCúram
Leanaí le Gaeilge. Gaillimh: Údarás na Gaeltachta.
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13 Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004a). Cúnamh – Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0-6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt
Naíonraí Teo.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004b). Cúram an Pháiste agus an Ghaeilge (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 7-10.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004c). Súgradh (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí
0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 17-20.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004d). Timpeallacht Forbartha agus Foghlama (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 77-80.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004e). Cúrsaí Comhionannais agus Éagsúlachta san Ionad Cúram Leanaí (in) Uí
Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí
Teo, pp. 83-86.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004f). An Dúlra agus Cúrsaí Eolaíochta (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 87-90.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004h). Cúram an Pháiste Iarscoile (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 107-110.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004i). Féinmheastóireacht (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 115-118.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004j). “Tagaigí – Mairmís i dTeanna ár bPáistí” - Friedrich Froebel 1782-1852 (in) Uí
Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí
Teo, pp. 123-126.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. agus Ó Buachalla, A. (2004). Foghlaim Ghníomhach (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 91-96.

Uí Leathleabhair, M. (2004). Sláinteachas agus Sábháilteacht i gCúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D.
(Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 23-28.

Uí Lionáird, B. (2004). Cúram Iarscoile á Bhunú – Sampla Praiticiúil (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 111-114.

Uí Mhurchú, M., Uí Dhúill, J. agus Nic Guidhir, I. (2004). Forbairt Mhothaíoch, Sampla Praiticiúil (in) Uí
Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí
Teo, pp. 97-98.

Language and Literacy Acquisition

A significant range of research focuses on
Language and Literacy Acquisition in the Irish
context. An analysis of the teaching of Irish
Reading forms a considerable body of this
research, largely informed by the work of Tina
Hickey (Hickey, 1991c; 1991d; 1992a; 1992b;
2001a; 2001c; 2006a; 2006b; Hickey and Ó
Cainín, 2003a; 2003b; Kennedy and Hickey,
2005). Dwane (1998) and Mhic Mhathúna (1993;
1996; 1997a; 2001c) have examined the
acquisition of Irish in Naíonraí. Research has also
specifically focused on the differences for
children who are learning the Irish language as
a first language (Hickey, 1990c; 1993a; 1993b;
2004a) and those experiencing it as a second

Insealbhú Teanga agus Litearthachta

Díríonn líon maith taighde ar Insealbhú Teanga
agus Litearthachta i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann.
Baineann a lán den taighde seo le hanailís ar
Léamh sa Ghaeilge, bunaithe den chuid is mó ar
obair Tina Hickey (Hickey, 1991c; 1991d; 1992a;
1992b; 2001a; 2001c; 2006a; 2006b; Hickey agus
Ó Cainín, 2003a; 2003b; Kennedy agus Hickey,
2005). Rinne Dwane (1998) agus Mhic Mhathúna
(1993; 1996; 1997a; 2001c) scrúdú ar insealbhú
Ghaeilge i Naíonraí. Dhírigh roinnt taighde go
sonrach ar na difríochtaí do leanaí a bhíonn ag
foghlaim na Gaeilge mar mháthairtheanga
(Hickey, 1990c; 1993a; 1993b; 2004a) agus leanaí
a mbíonn sí mar dara teanga acu (Hickey, 1998c;
2001a; 2005a; Hickey agus Ó Cainín, 2003b; Mhic

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 154



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

155

13language (Hickey, 1998c; 2001a; 2005a; Hickey
and Ó Cainín, 2003b; Mhic Mhathúna, 1994;
1995; 2005b; Mhic Mhathúna and Uí Chinnéide,
2000). An emphasis on specific aspects of
language development is facilitated by a
number of researchers, such as phonology
(Brennan, 2004), grammar (Hickey, 1990a), word
order development (Hickey, 1990b) and
evaluation (Hickey, 1990c). Mhic Mhathúna has
examined the use of storytelling as a strategy
for learning Irish (Mhic Mhathúna, 2001a;
2003a; 2003b; 2005a; 2005b; 2005c; 2006b). 

Brennan, S. (2004). First Steps – Early Development of Irish as a Primary Language – Focus on
Phonology. Dublin: Comhdháil Náisiúnta na Gaeilge and Western Health Board.

Dwane, C. (1998). A Study of the Linguistic and Cognitive Development of Children in Naíonraí in Cork
City and County. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Hickey, T. (1990a). ILARSP: A Grammatical Profile of Irish. Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, Volume 4,
pp. 363-376.

Hickey, T. (1990b). The Acquisition of Irish: A Study of Word Order Development. Journal of Child
Language, Volume 17, pp. 17-41.

Hickey, T. (1990c). Ways of Testing First Language Acquisition. Teanga, Volume 10, pp. 78-93.

Hickey, T. (1991b). Mean Length of Utterance and the Acquisition of Irish. Journal of Child Language,
Volume 18, pp. 553-569.

Hickey, T. (1991c). Leisure Reading in a Second Language: An Experiment with Audio Tapes. Language,
Culture and Curriculum, Volume 4, No. 2, pp. 119-132. 

Hickey, T. (1991d). Léamh na Gaeilge: Fadhbanna na bPáistí (Reading Irish: Children’s Problems). Oghma,
Volume 3, pp. 82-92.

Hickey, T. (1992a). Helping Young Readers of Irish. Teangeolas, Volume 29, pp. 11-15.

Hickey, T. (1992b). Teaching Irish Reading: What Can Research Tell Us? (in) Hickey, T. (Ed.). Múineadh na
Gaeilge sa Bhunscoil: Moltaí Praiticiúla/ Teaching Irish in the Primary School: Practical Approaches. Baile
Átha Cliath: Bord na Gaeilge agus Cumann Léitheoireachta na hÉireann/ Reading Association of Ireland,
pp. 1-23.

Hickey, T. (1993a). The Acquisition of Irish as a First Language: What Do We Know? (in) Ó Baoill, D. (Ed.).
Insealbhú na Gaeilge mar Chéad Teanga/ The Acquisition of Irish. Baile Átha Cliath: IRAAL, pp. 1-25.

Hickey, T. (1993b). Identifying Formulas in First Language Acquisition. Journal of Child Language,
Volume 20, No. 1, pp. 27-42.

Hickey, T. (1998c). Second Language Acquisition in Irish-Medium Playgroups: Evaluating Early Irish
Immersion in Ireland (in) Arnau, J. and Artigal, J. (Eds.). Immersion Programmes: A European
Perspective. Barcelona: University of Barcelona and Institute of Immersion, pp. 137-151.

Hickey, T. (2001a). Reading in a Second Language: Teaching Irish Reading. Oideas, Volume 49, pp. 66-85.

Hickey, T. (2001c). Teaching Irish Reading (in) Shiel, G. and Ní Dhálaigh, U. (Eds.). Reading Matters: A
Fresh Start. Dublin: Reading Association of Ireland/ National Reading Initiative, pp. 69-90.

Hickey, T. (2002). Review of L. Thompson (2001). Young Bilingual Learners in Nursery School. Journal of
Bilingualism and Bilingual Education, Volume 5, No. 6, pp. 355-358.

Mhathúna, 1994; 1995; 2005b; Mhic Mhathúna
agus Uí Chinnéide, 2000). Leag roinnt
taighdeoirí béim ar ghnéithe sonracha na
forbartha teanga, cosúil le fóineolaíocht
(Brennan, 2004), gramadach (Hickey, 1990a),
forbairt ord na bhfocal (Hickey, 1990b) agus
meastóireacht (Hickey, 1990c). Rinne Mhic
Mhathúna staidéar ar úsáid na scéalaíochta mar
straitéis chun Gaeilge a fhoghlaim (Mhic
Mhathúna, 2001a; 2003a; 2003b; 2005a; 2005b;
2005c; 2006b). 
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13 Hickey, T. (2004a). Sealbhú na Chéad Teanga (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 49-52.

Hickey, T. (2004b). An tSochtheangeolaíocht, an Dátheangachas agus Luathshealbhú an Dara Teanga (in)
Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt
Naíonraí Teo, pp. 53-58.

Hickey, T. (2005a). Second Language Writing Systems: Minority Languages and Reluctant Readers (in)
Cook, V. and Bassetti, B. (Eds.) (2005). Second Language Writing Systems. Clevedon: Multilingual
Matters, pp. 398-423.

Hickey, T. (Ed.) (2006a). Literacy and Language Learning: Reading in a First or Second Language. Dublin:
Reading Association of Ireland.

Hickey, T. (2006b). The Emergent Reader of Irish: Promoting Real Recognition of the most Useful Words
(in) Hickey, T. (Ed.) (2006). Literacy and Language Learning: Reading in a First or Second Language.
Dublin: Reading Association of Ireland, pp. 23-40.

Hickey, T. and Ó Cainín, P. (2001). First Language Maintenance and Second Language Acquisition of a
Minority Language in Kindergarten (in) Almgren, M., Barrena, A., Ezeizabarrena, M., Idiazabal, I. and
MacWhinney, B. (Eds.) (2001). Research on Child Language Acquisition. Proceedings of 8th Conference
for the Study of Child Language, Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press, pp. 137-150.

Hickey, T. and Ó Cainín, P. (2003a). Léitheoirí Óga na Gaeilge: Cothú agus Cabhair (Young Readers of
Irish: Support and Promotion) (in) Ní Mhianáin, R. (Eag.) (2003). Aistí ar an Léitheoireacht agus ar an
Litearthacht (Essays on Reading and Literacy). Baile Átha Cliath: Cois Life, pp. 25-44.

Hickey, T. and Ó Cainín, P. (2003b). Second-language Reading: Taping over the Cracks (in) Shiel, G. and
Ní Dhálaigh, U. (Eds.). Other Ways of Seeing: Diversity in Language and Literacy. Dublin: Reading
Association of Ireland, pp. 147-154.

Hijmans, A. (1999). Béarla sna Naíonraí. Foinse, Eanair, Volume 1, p. 10.

Kennedy, E. and Hickey, T. (Eds.) (2005). Learning to Read and Reading to Learn. Dublin: Reading
Association of Ireland.

Mac Con Iomaire, M. (1999). Dreoilín, Dreoilín, Rí na nÉan. Gaillimh: Seirbhísí Naíonra (Gaeltachta) Teo.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1993). Staidear ar Roinnt Factóirí atá ag Cabhrú le Sealbhú na Gaeilge i Naíonraí.
M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1994). SLA before ABC: Factors Facilitating Second Language Acquisition in Irish-
Medium Playgroups. Paper presented at IRAAL International Conference on Language, Education and
Society in a Changing World. Dublin, Marino Institute of Education.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1995). SLA before ABC: Factors Facilitating Second Language Acquisition in Irish
Medium Playgroups. Teanga, Volume 15, pp. 127-136.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1996). Is Liomsa é Leon. Ról na bPáistí agus na Stiúrthóirí i Sealbhú na Gaeilge i
Naíonraí. Oideas, Volume 44, pp. 113-125.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1997a). Baby-steps in Bilingualism: Learning Irish in Irish-medium Preschools. Paper
presented at the International Symposium on Bilingualism, University of Newcastle upon Tyne, England.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2001a). Bilingual Narrative; Young Children’s Response to Stories in Irish. Paper
presented at International Conference of Reading Association of Ireland on Other Ways of Seeing:
Diversity in Language and Literacy. Dublin, Dublin City University.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2001b). Joint Construction of Narrative. Paper presented at the International
Conference of the European Early Childhood Education Research Association on Early Childhood
Narratives, Hogeschool, Alkmaar, The Netherlands.
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13Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2001c). Sealbhú na Gaeilge sa Naíonra. Cuireadh chun cainte ag Léachtaí na
Mílaoise 2001, Conradh na Gaeilge ar Naíonraíocht LánGhaeilge. Club na nEalaíon, Baile Átha Cliath, Mí
na Nollag, 2001.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2003a). Narrative in a Naíonra: Learning About Story Through a Second Language
(in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 187-196.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2003b). Learning a Second Language through Stories in an Immersion Setting.
Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Possible Childhoods: Relationships and Choices,
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September 2003.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2005a). Storytelling as Vehicle for Second Language Acquisition: Learning Irish in a
Naíonra. Ph.D Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2005b). Scaffolding Participation in Second Language Stories: Developing
Language and Narrative Understanding in an Irish Immersion Preschool. Paper presented at the EECERA
Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September
2005.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2005c). Telling Stories in L2 Again and Again. Paper presented at International
Symposium on Bilingualism, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, March 2005.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2006b). Contextualising Stories told in a Naíonra. Paper presented at Sociolinguistic
Symposium, University College Limerick, July 2006.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. and Uí Chinnéide, F. (2000). Irish as a Second Language in the Gaeltacht: Bringing
Theory to the Practice (in) Shiel, G., Ní Dhálaigh, U. and Kennedy, E. (Eds.) (2000). Language and Literacy
for the New Millennium. Dublin: Reading Association of Ireland, pp. 15–29. 

Immersion Education

A particular emphasis on Immersion Education
has been facilitated by a number of researchers,
looking at the way in which children are
‘immersed’ in Irish within ECCE settings.
Overviews of immersion education in Ireland,
largely in Naíonraí, have been published by
Hickey (1997; 1998a; 1998c; 1999b; 2000; 2004c)
and Mhic Mhathúna (1999). Hickey (1998b;
1999a) focused specifically on the role of
parents in supporting and developing the Irish
language skills of children attending early
immersion settings. 

Hickey, T. (1997). Early Immersion Education in Ireland: Na Naíonraí/ An Luath-Thumadh in Éirinn: Na
Naíonraí. Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Hickey, T. (1998a). Early Immersion in Ireland: The Naíonra Experience (in) Regan, V. (Ed.). Contemporary
Approaches to Second Language Acquisition. Dublin: University College Dublin Academic Press, pp. 46-
61.

Hickey, T. (1998b). Tuismitheoirí agus an Tum-Réamhscolaíocht (Parents and Immersion Pre-school
Education). Teangeolas, Volume 37, pp. 30-38.

Hickey, T. (1998c). Second Language Acquisition in Irish-Medium Playgroups: Evaluating Early Irish
Immersion in Ireland (in) Arnau, J. and Artigal, J. (Eds.). Immersion Programmes: A European
Perspective. Barcelona: University of Barcelona and Institute of Immersion, pp. 137-151.

Tumoideachas

Leag roinnt taighdeoirí béim shonrach ar an
Tumoideachas, ag féachaint ar an mbealach ina
‘dtumtar’ leanaí sa Ghaeilge i suímh COLO.
D’fhoilsigh Hickey (1997; 1998a; 1998c; 1999b;
2000; 2004c) agus Mhic Mhathúna (1999)
forbhreathnú ar thumoideachas in Éirinn, go
háirithe i Naíonraí. Bhí fócas ar leith ag Hickey
(1998b; 1999a) ar ról na dtuismitheoirí maidir le
scileanna Ghaeilge leanaí a fhreastalaíonn ar
shuímh thumoideachais luatha a fhorbairt agus
tacú leo.  
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13 Hickey, T. (1999a). Parents and Early Immersion: Reciprocity between Home and Immersion Preschool.
Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, Volume 2, No. 2, pp. 94-113.

Hickey, T. (1999b). Immersion Education in a Heritage Language: The Irish Experience. Babylonia,
Volume 4, pp. 41-43.

Hickey, T. (2000). Immersion Education in Ireland. Euroclic Bulletin, Volume 7, p. 8.

Hickey, T. (2001b). Mixing Beginners and Native Speakers in Irish Immersion: Who is Immersing Whom?
Canadian Modern Language Review, Volume 57, No. 3, pp. 443-474.

Hickey, T. (2003b). Cad a Mheallann Gaeilge ó Pháistí sa Luath-thumoideachas? Taighde agus Teagasc,
Volume 3, pp. 186-202.

Hickey, T. (2004c). An Tumoideachas (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram
Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 59-62.

Hickey, T. (2005b). Language Contact in the Minority Language Immersion Preschool (in) Suarez, A.,
Ramallo, F. and Rodrigeuz-Yanez, X. (Eds.) (2005). Bilingual Socialization and Bilingual Language
Acquisition: Proceedings of the 2nd International Symposium on Bilingualism, Vigo, Spain. Accessed at:
http://webs.uvigo.es/ssl/actas2002/06/04.%20Tina%20Hickey.pdf, 10th May 2007, pp. 1297-1318.

Hickey, T., Ó Ciosáin, H. agus Ní Ghallchóir, A. (1999). Luathoideachas Trí Ghaeilge sa Ghaeltacht (Early
Education through Irish in the Gaeltacht). Baile Átha Cliath: Údarás na Gaeltachta and Institiúd
Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1997b). Riachtanais na Réamhscolaíochta trí Ghaeilge. Cuireadh chun cainte ag
Comhdháil an Chomhchoiste Réamhscolaíochta ar Taighde, Torthaí, Todhchaí an Réamhoideachais trí
Ghaeilge, Baile Átha Cliath.

Mhic Mhathúna, M. (1999). Early Steps in Bilingualism: Learning Irish in Irish-medium Preschools. Early
Years, Volume 19, No. 2, pp. 38–50. 

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004g). An Dara Bliain sa Naíonra (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 101-104.

Parents and Families

The critical importance of Parents and Families
in developing and extending the language
development of children in Irish has provided
the topic of a small body of research within this
theme. Hickey (1998b; 1999a) and Stíobhairt
(2004c) examined the role of paramount
importance parents play in supporting the work
of the Irish-medium setting to develop Irish
language proficiency. The Lifestart Foundation
(1994) produced a resource for parents rearing
their children through the medium of Irish. The
experiences of parents using Irish as the
language of communication in the home has
been documented by Ní Chathail (2003) and Nic
Ghiolla Phádraig (1999). Ní Dhubhlainn (1998)
and Ó Domhnaill (1997) examined the factors
affecting parental choice to enrol their child in
an Irish-medium school (Gaelscoil) or in an
ordinary school.

Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlaigh

Baineann líon beag taighde faoin téama seo leis
an tábhacht ollmhór a bhaineann le
Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlach i bhforbairt agus
leathnú forbartha teanga leanaí sa Ghaeilge.
Rinne Hickey (1998b; 1999a) agus Stíobhairt
(2004c) scrúdú ar ról ríthábhachtach
tuismitheoirí maidir le tacú le hobair an tsuímh
trí mheán na Gaeilge chun líofacht sa Ghaeilge
a fhorbairt. Tháirg an Lifestart Foundation
(1994) acmhainn do thuismitheoirí ag tógáil a
leanaí trí mheán na Gaeilge. Rinne Ní Chathail
(2003) agus Nic Ghiolla Phádraig (1999) cur síos
ar thaithí tuismitheoirí a bhain úsáid as Gaeilge
mar theanga chumarsáide sa bhaile. Scrúdaigh
Ní Dhubhlainn (1998) agus Ó Domhnaill (1997)
na fachtóirí a mbíonn tionchar acu ar rogha
tuismitheoirí a leanaí a chlárú i scoil trí mheán
na Gaeilge (Gaelscoil) nó i ngnáthscoil.
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13Hickey, T. (1998b). Tuismitheoirí agus an Tum-Réamhscolaíocht (Parents and Immersion Pre-school
Education). Teangeolas, Volume 37, pp. 30-38.

Hickey, T. (1999a). Parents and Early Immersion: Reciprocity between Home and Immersion Preschool.
Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, Volume 2, No. 2, pp. 94-113.

Lifestart Foundation (1994). Ag Togáil Páiste. Oiliúint Baile, Phase 1. Galway: Lifestart Foundation.

Na Naíonraí Gaelacha (1994). An Tuismitheoir agus an Naíonra. Baile Átha Cliath: Na Naíonraí Gaelacha.

Ní Chathail, C. (2003). Tógáil Clainne le Gaeilge i nGaeltacht Chorca Dhuibhne. M.A Tuarascáil Taighde.
Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúid Teicneolaíocht Bhaile Átha Cliath agus Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne.

Ní Dhubhlainn, M. (1998). An Tarraingteacht atá ag Scoil Mhic Easmainn do Thuismitheoirí na Naíonán
Shóisir na Bliana 1997-1998. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. (1999). Comhluadar agus a Bhaill: Tuairiscar Shuirbheireacht ar Theaghlaigh
Ghalltachta ag a bhfuil an Ghaeilge mar Theanga Bhaile. Baile Átha Cliath: An Coláiste Ollscoile, Ionad
Taighde na hEolaíochta.

Ó Domhnaill, M. (1997). A Comparative Analysis of Parental Choice between a Parish School and a
Gaelscoil. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: University College Galway.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004c). Ag Obair le Tuismitheoirí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 45-46.

Curriculum and Assessment

Curriculum and Assessment for children learning
Irish in the early years, whether as a first or
second language and across a range of settings,
has been researched by a number of
commentators. A specific focus on particular
curricular or philosophical approaches within
early years settings have been produced by Mhic
Ghearailt (2004) and Ní Shúilleabháin Ó Dúlaing
and Uí Ghrádaigh (2004). Mhic Mhathúna (2004a)
provides guidance regarding the preparation of
the curriculum in Naíonraí, with a specific focus
on language development. The NCCA (2002) has
produced guidelines to inform the teaching of
Irish to pupils with mild general learning
disabilities in the infant classes of primary schools.
The Primary Languages Committee of the NCCA
has informed the development of a number of
publications (NCCA, 2006a; 2006b), which form
part of the data that will lead to the production
of guidelines relating to the teaching of Irish in
the infant classes in all school contexts. Stíobhairt
(2004b) provides guidance on observation within
Irish-medium settings, while Uí Ghrádaigh (2004i)
documents strategies to facilitate self-evaluation
in early years settings. 

Mhic Ghabhann, M. (2004). An Ríomhaire sa Naíonra (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 105-106.

Mhic Ghearailt, S. (2004). An Modh Oideachais Montessori (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 127-128.

Curaclam agus Measúnacht

Rinne roinnt tráchtairí taighde i raon suímh ar
Churaclam agus Measúnacht do leanaí ag
foghlaim na Gaeilge mar mháthairtheanga agus
mar dara teanga sna blianta luatha. Bhí fócas
sonrach ar chuir chuige churaclaim nó
fealsúnachta áirithe laistigh de shuímh na
mblianta luatha ag Mhic Ghearailt (2004) agus
Ní Shúilleabháin Ó Dúlaing agus Uí Ghrádaigh
(2004). Tugann Mhic Mhathúna (2004a) treoir
maidir le hullmhú an churaclaim i Naíonraí, le
fócas ar leith ar fhorbairt teanga. Tháirg an
NCCA (2002) treoirlínte chun cabhrú le Gaeilge a
theagasc do dhaltaí faoi mhíchumas foghlama
ginearálta neamhdháiríre i ranganna naíonán
bunscoileanna. Chabhraigh Coiste Teangacha
Príomhúla an NCCA le forbairt roinnt
foilseachán (NCCA, 2006a; 2006b) atá mar chuid
de na sonraí a úsáidfear chun treoirlínte a
tháirgeadh i leith theagasc na Gaeilge sna
ranganna naíonán sna comhthéacsanna scoile
uile. Tugann Stíobhairt (2004b) treoir faoi
bhreathnóireacht laistigh de shuímh trí mheán
na Gaeilge agus déanann Uí Ghrádaigh (2004i)
cur síos ar straitéisí chun féin-mheastóireacht a
éascú i suímh na mblianta luatha. 
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13 Mhic Mhathúna, M. (2004a). Pleanáil Curaclam agus Teanga sa Naíonra (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.)
(2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 63-70.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – Gaeilge: Teanga agus Cultúr. Dublin: National Council
for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2006a). Language and Literacy in Irish-medium
Primary Schools – Descriptions of Practice. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2006b). Language and Literacy in Irish-medium
Primary Schools – Questionnaire. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

Ní Shúilleabháin Ó Dúlaing, A. agus Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004). Ard/Scóip (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.)
(2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 133-135.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004b). Dianbhreathnóireacht (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 43-44.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004i). Féinmheastóireacht (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 115-118.

Infant Classes of Primary Schools

The teaching and learning of Irish in the Infant
Classes of Primary Schools forms the final sub-
theme under Irish Language Education.
Fitzpatrick (1990) examined the interactions of
bilingual children in junior infant classes, while
Horgan (1995) looked at the linguistic and
cognitive development of junior infant pupils in
Irish-medium primary schools. Reviews of
language achievement and trends in attainment
within primary schools have been documented
by a number of researchers, including Harris et
al. (2006), Harris and Murtagh (1999), Mac
Aogáin (1990) and Ó Laoire and Harris (2006).
Harris et al. (1996) and Ionad Oideachais Bhaile
Átha Cliath Thiar (1996) have produced and
disseminated resources and guidelines for
teachers to inform their teaching of Irish in
primary schools. Ní Bhaoill and Ó Duibhir (2004)
reviewed current policy and practice regarding
the introduction of reading in Gaeltacht schools
and Gaelscoileanna. 

An Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta (1999). Curaclam na Bunscoile: Gaeilge, Ráiteas A and B. Baile
Átha Cliath: Oifig an tSoláthair.

Fitzpatrick, F. (1990). Language and Interaction among Young Bilingual Children in the First Year of
School. D. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork. 

Harris, J. and Murtagh, L. (1991). The Contribution of Pupils and Parents to Achievements in Spoken
Irish. (Unpublished).

Harris, J. and Murtagh, L. (1999). Teaching and Learning Irish in Primary School: A Review of Research
and Development. Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Ranganna Naíonán i mBunscoileanna

Is é an fo-théama deireanach faoi Oideachas trí
Ghaeilge é teagasc agus foghlaim na Gaeilge i
Ranganna Naíonán Bunscoileanna. Scrúdaigh
Fitzpatrick (1990) idirghníomhartha leanaí
dátheangacha i ranganna na naíonán beag,
agus d’fhéach Horgan (1995) ar fhorbairt
theangeolaíoch agus chognaíoch dhaltaí na
naíonán beag i nGaelscoileanna. Rinne roinnt
taighdeoirí, Harris et al. (2006), Harris agus
Murtagh (1999), Mac Aogáin (1990) agus Ó
Laoire agus Harris (2006) ina measc,
athbhreithnithe ar ghnóthachtáil teanga agus
treochtaí gnóthachtála i mbunscoileanna..
Tháirg agus scaip Harris et al. (1996) agus Ionad
Oideachais Bhaile Átha Cliath Thiar (1996)
acmhainní agus treoirlínte do mhúinteoirí chun
cabhrú leo Gaeilge a mhúineadh i
mbunscoileanna. Rinne Ní Bhaoill agus Ó
Duibhir (2004) athbhreithniú ar bheartas agus
cleachtas reatha maidir le tabhairt isteach an
léimh i scoileanna Ghaeltachta agus i
nGaelscoileanna. 

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 160



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

161

13Harris, J., Forde, P., Archer, P., Nic Fhearaile, S. and O’Gorman, M. (2006). Irish in Primary Schools – Long-
term National Trends in Achievement. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Harris, J., Uí Dhufaigh, M., Ó Néill, P. agus Ó Súilleabháin, E. (1996). Cúrsaí Nua Gaeilge na Bunscoile:
Moltaí agus Ábhar Samplach: Imleabhar I: (Naíonáin Shóisearacha - Rang 2). Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúd
Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Hickey, T. (2003a). Múineadh Léitheoireacht na Gaeilge agus an Curaclam Athbhreithnithe (Teaching
Irish Reading in the Revised Curriculum). Teangeolas, Volume 40, pp. 55-65.

Horgan, S. (1995). A Study of the Linguistic and Cognitive Development of Junior Infant Class Children
in Gaelscoileanna in Cork City and County. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Ionad Oideachais Bhaile Átha Cliath Thiar (1996). Gaeilge Neamhfhoirmiúil: Naíonáin – Rang 6.
Lámhleabhar an Oide Bunscoile. Baile Átha Cliath: Ionad Oideachais Bhaile Átha Cliath Thiar.

Mac Aogáin, E. (1990). Teaching Irish in the Schools: Towards a Language Policy for 1992. Dublin:
Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

Ní Bhaoill, M. and Ó Duibhir, P. (2004). Tús na Léitheoireachta i Scoileanna Gaeltachta agus Lán-
Ghaeilge. Dublin: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta.

Ní Dhubhlainn, M. (1998). An Tarraingteacht atá ag Scoil Mhic Easmainn do Thuismitheoirí na Naíonán
Shóisir na Bliana 1997-1998. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Ní Mhaolain, N. (1995). Riachtanais Oiliúna na Gaelscolaíochta. Gaelscoileanna, Geimhreadh, Volume
20, No. 1, pp. 13-15.

Ó Laoire, M. and Harris, J. (2006). Language and Literacy in Irish-medium Primary Schools: Review of
Literature. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.
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14 Legislation and
Regulation

The focus in this theme, which is one of the
national Standards of Síolta, is primarily on the
non-school sector as the legislative and
regulatory frameworks are different for non-
school and school-based services. This is due to
the diverse traditions and practices that
characterised their establishment and
development.

This theme is composed of 63 publications.
Following a process of thematic analysis, these
publications were divided into the following
two sub-themes:

• ECCE Legislation and Regulation [35]

• Related Legislation and Regulation [28]

ECCE Legislation and Regulation

A large number of publications relate directly to
ECCE Legislation and Regulation. Preschool
services in general are governed by the Child
Care Act (Department of Health, 1991). The
subsequent Preschool Regulations (DHC, 1997a),
updated in 2006 (DHC, 2006), act as the basis to
inform the inspection process in ECCE services. A
number of individuals and organisations have
produced guidelines for those working in the
sector to interpret these regulations and to give
practical effect to their provisions within
settings (Barnardos, 1992; Buckley et al., 1999;
Canavan and Gibbons, 1998; Dowd, 2000b;
Ferguson and Kenny, 1995; South Eastern Health
Board, 1992; 1997b; Ward, 1997; Western Health
Board, 2004). National guidelines for the
protection and welfare of all children have also
been published by the government (DHC, 1999a;
2002e). Graham and Lafferty (2005) have
compiled a booklet containing all legislation
that affects the delivery of ECCE services in
Ireland. The impact on quality of introducing
the Preschool Regulations since 1996 has been
the focus of a number of publications by Kernan
and O’Kane (2006), O’Kane (2004a; 2004b;
2005a; 2005b) and O’Kane and Kernan (2002). A
range of publications support providers and
ECCE practitioners to understand the legislative
and regulatory context within which they
operate, such as Barnardos (1998b), East Coast
Area Health Board et al. (2001b), OMC (2006a)
and Westmeath CCC (2005). The school system is
underpinned by a separate raft of legislation,
most notably the Education Act (DES, 1998b)
and the Education (Welfare) Act (DES, 2000a). 

Reachtaíocht agus Rialú

Baineann fócas an téama seo, atá ar cheann de
Chaighdeáin náisiúnta Síolta, leis an earnáil
neamhscoile den chuid is mó mar tá na
creatlaigh reachtaíochta agus rialúcháin éagsúil
do sheirbhísí neamhscoile agus scoilbhunaithe.
Tá sé sin mar thoradh ar na traidisiúin agus na
cleachtais éagsúla a bhí mar thréithe a mbunú
agus a bhforbairt.

Cuimsíonn an téama seo 63 foilseachán. I
ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, cuireadh na foilseacháin
sin in dhá fho-théama, mar seo a leanas:

• Reachtaíocht agus Rialú COLO [35]

• Reachtaíocht agus Rialú Bainteach [28]

Reachtaíocht agus Rialú COLO

Baineann líon mór foilseachán go díreach le
Reachtaíocht agus Rialú COLO. De ghnáth,
rialaíonn an tAcht um Chúram Leanaí (an Roinn
Sláinte, 1991) seirbhísí réamhscoile. Tá na
Rialacháin Réamhscoile (DHC, 1997a) a rinneadh
ina dhiaidh, agus a leasaíodh i 2006 (DHC, 2006)
mar bhonn an phróisis chigireachta i seirbhísí
COLO. D’eisigh roinnt daoine agus eagraíochtaí
treoirlínte do dhaoine a oibríonn san earnáil
chun na rialacháin sin a mhíniú agus chun a
bhforálacha a chur i bhfeidhm i suímh ar
bhealach praiticiúil (Barnardos, 1992; Buckley et
al., 1999; Canavan agus Gibbons, 1998; Dowd,
2000b; Ferguson agus Kenny, 1995; Bord Sláinte
an Oirdheiscirt, 1992; 1997b; Ward, 1997; Bord
Sláinte an Iarthair, 2004). D’fhoilsigh an rialtas
treoirlínte náisiúnta um chosaint agus leas na
leanaí uile freisin (DHC, 1999a; 2002e).
Thiomsaigh Graham agus Lafferty (2005)
leabhrán ina bhfuil an reachtaíocht uile le
tionchar aici ar sheachadadh seirbhísí COLO in
Éirinn. Bhí fócas roinnt foilseachán le Kernan
agus O’Kane (2006), O’Kane (2004a; 2004b;
2005a; 2005b) agus O’Kane agus Kernan (2002)
ar an tionchar a bhí ag tabhairt isteach na
Rialachán Réamhscoile ar chaighdeán an
tsoláthair ó 1996. Cabhraíonn raon foilseachán
le soláthraithe agus cleachtóirí COLO tuiscint a
fháil ar an gcomhthéacs reachtaíochta agus
rialúcháin ina bhfeidhmíonn siad, cosúil le
foilseacháin Barnardos (1998b), Bord Sláinte
Cheantar an Chósta Thoir et al. (2001b), OMC
(2006a) agus CCC na hIarmhí (2005). Tacaíonn
sraith éagsúil reachtaíochta leis an gcóras scoile,
go háirithe an tAcht Oideachais (DES, 1998b)
agus an tAcht Oideachais (Leas) (DES, 2000a). 
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14Barnardos (1992). Child Care Act 1991: Information Pack. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s
Resource Centre.

Barnardos (1998b). Research Guidelines for Minimum Standards for Registration of Childcare Facilities.
Unpublished Draft Report to the Subgroup on Registration, Training and Qualifications of the Expert
Working Group on Childcare.

Buckley, H., Skehill, C. and O’Sullivan, E. (1999). Protecting Children under the Child Care Act 1991:
Getting the Balance Right. Irish Journal of Family Law, Volume 1, pp. 7-11.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1998). Child Care Act (1991) Part (V11) Supervision of Child Care Services:
A Training Manual. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Department of Education and Science (1998b). Education Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (1999f). Education Welfare Bill. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (2000a). Education Welfare Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health (1991). Child Care Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health (1996a). Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations and Explanatory Guide to
Requirements and Procedures for Notification and Inspection. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1997a). Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations 1996 and Child
Care (Preschool Services) (Amended) Regulations 1997 and Explanatory Guide to Requirements and
Procedures for Notification and Inspection. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1999a). Children First - National Guidelines for the Protection and
Welfare of Children. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2002e). Our Duty to Care: The Principles of Good Practice for the
Protection of Children and Young People. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Department of Health and Children (2006). Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations 2006. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1997b). The Children Act 1997. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001c). The Children Act 2001. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of the Environment and Local Government (2001). Childcare Facilities Guidelines for
Planning Authorities. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Dowd, M. (2000b). Check it Out: A Parent’s Guide to the Preschool Regulations. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

East Coast Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board
(2001b). Thinking of Setting up a Preschool Service? Guidelines on the Interpretation of the Child Care
(Preschool Services) Regulations 1996. Dublin: East Coast Area Health Board, South Western Area Health
Board and Northern Area Health Board.

Ferguson, H. and Kenny, P. (Eds.) (1995). On Behalf of the Child: Child Welfare, Child Protection and the
Child Care Act 1991. Dublin: A. and A. Farmar.

Gleeson, M. (2003). Preschool Regulations – Role in Promoting Quality in Preschool Services. Paper
presented at the National Children’s Nurseries Association Annual Conference, Dublin Castle.
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14 Graham, I. and Lafferty, L. (2005). Legislation Handbook for Childcare Providers. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Harnett O’Connor, A. (2004). The Family, the Law, the Nursery. Paper presented at National Children’s
Nurseries Association Conference, Childcare – Supporting the Family, Dublin, March 2004.

Kernan, M. and O’Kane, M. (2006). Pre-school Regulation in Ireland: Learning from the Past to Improve
Young Children’s Everyday Lives in Early Childhood Care and Education Services. Irish Educational
Studies, Volume 25, No. 2, June 2006, pp. 171-185.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006a). National Guidelines for Childminders. Dublin: Office of the
Minister for Children.

O’Kane, M. (2004a). A Study of the Impact of the Child Care (Pre-school Services) Regulations (1996) on
the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Pre-primary Project Revisited (in) Horgan, M.
and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 56-70.

O’Kane, M. (2004b). A Study of the Impact of the Child Care (Pre-school Services) Regulations (1996) on
the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Preprimary Project Revisited. M. Phil. Thesis.
Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

O’Kane, M. (2005a). Quality and Regulation in Early Childhood Care and Education: A Study of the
Impact of the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations (1996) on the Quality of Early Childhood
Services in Ireland (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions
of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education,
pp. 231-240.

O’Kane, M. (2005b). The Effect of Regulation on the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland. Child
Care in Practice, Volume 11, No. 2, April 2005, pp. 231-251.

O’Kane, M. and Kernan, M. (2002). The Impact of the Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations (1996)
on the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Pre-Primary Project Revisited (in) Horgan,
M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 344-357.

O’Sullivan, M. (1996). Action Research Project, Preschool Services in the Context of the Child Care Act
1991: Internal Report. Dublin: Barnardos in Partnership with the Mid-Western Health Board.
(Unpublished).

South Eastern Health Board (1992). The Child Care Act 1991. Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1997b). Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations 1996: Explanatory
Guide to Requirements and Procedures for Notification and Inspection. Kilkenny: South Eastern Health
Board.

Ward, P. (1997). The Child Care Act (1991). Dublin: Round Hall Sweet and Maxwell.

Western Health Board (2004). Draft Guidelines - Guidelines to the Childcare (Pre-school Services)
Regulations 1996 and Explanatory Guide to Requirements and Procedures for Notification and
Inspection. Galway: Western Health Board.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2005). Employment Support Pack Incorporating Employment
Legislation Guide for Small and Medium Businesses. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare
Committee.
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14Related Legislation and Regulation

The sub-theme of Related Legislation and
Regulation is comprised of ancillary pieces of
legislation and regulation that impact on the
delivery of ECCE services. General commentaries
and interpretations of the rights of children in
Irish society, especially in relation to education,
are provided by Coffey (1992), Farry (1996),
Glendenning (1999), Martin (2006), Richardson
(2001) and Shannon (1999; 2000; 2001). The
training, qualifications and employment rights
of workers within the ECCE sector are
determined by the Qualifications Act (DES,
1999h) and the Employment Equality Act
(DJELR, 1998b). The establishment of the
position of Ombudsman for Children is
underpinned by legislation in the form of the
Ombudsman for Children Act (DHC, 2002d). The
Equal Status Act legislation (DJELR, 2000d;
2004b) informs all aspects of equality proofing
for all stakeholders in the ECCE sector, including
children, practitioners and parents. Provision for
children with special education needs and with
disabilities has recently been formalised by
legislation, most notably the Education for
Persons with Special Educational Needs Act
(DES, 2004) and the Disability Act (Government
of Ireland, 2005).

Coffey, P. (1992). Constructing a Childhood: The Law and Children in Modern Ireland. LL. M. Thesis.
Cork: University College Cork.

Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (2002). Official Languages Bill 2002. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (2003). Official Languages Act 2003. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999g). Qualifications (Education and Training) Bill. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999h). Qualifications (Education and Training) Act. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2004). The Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs
Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2002c). Ombudsman for Children Bill. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Health and Children (2002d). Ombudsman for Children Act. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1998b). Employment Equality Act. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000d). Equal Status Act. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Reachtaíocht agus Rialú Bainteach

Cuimsíonn an fo-théama Reachtaíocht agus
Rialú Bainteach píosaí reachtaíochta agus
rialúcháin tánaisteacha a mbíonn tionchar acu
ar sheachadadh seirbhísí COLO. Tugann Coffey
(1992), Farry (1996), Glendenning (1999), Martin
(2006), Richardson (2001) agus Shannon (1999;
2000; 2001) tráchtais agus mínithe ginearálta ar
chearta leanaí i sochaí na hÉireann, go háirithe
maidir leis an oideachas. Leagann Acht na
gCáilíochtaí (DES, 1999h) agus an tAcht um
Chomhionannas Fostaíochta amach oiliúint,
cáilíochtaí agus cearta fostaíochta oibrithe san
earnáil COLO. Tacaíonn an tAcht Ombudsman
do Leanaí (DHC, 2002d) le bunú an phoist
Ombudsman do Leanaí. Bíonn gach gné den
phromhadh comhionannais a dhéantar do na
páirtithe leasmhara uile san earnáil COLO, lena
n-áirítear leanaí, cleachtóirí agus tuismitheoirí,
bunaithe ar an Acht um Stádas Comhionann
(DJELR, 2000d; 2004b). Le déanaí, rinneadh
reachtaíocht fhoirmiúil chun an soláthar do
leanaí le riachtanais oideachais speisialta agus
leanaí faoi mhíchumas a rialú, go háirithe an
tAcht um Oideachas do Dhaoine le Riachtanais
Speisialta (DES, 2004) agus an tAcht Míchumais
(Rialtas na hÉireann, 2005).

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 167



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

168

14 Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001d). The Disability Bill 2001. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2004b). Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2004. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group, Irish Traveller Movement and Irish Council for Civil
Liberties (1993). Anti-Racist Law and the Travellers. Dublin: Irish Traveller Movement.

Farry, M. (1996). Education and the Constitution. Dublin: Round Hall Sweet and Maxwell.

Glendenning, D. (1999). Education and the Law. Dublin: Butterworths Ireland Ltd. 

Government of Ireland (2003). Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Government of Ireland (2004). The Disabilities Bill. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (2005). Disability Act 2005. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Martin, F. (2006). Judges, Parents and the Child: Where is the Child in this Hierarchy? Paper presented at
the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years,
University College Cork, April 2006.

Meaney, M. (2004). Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Bill. Paper presented at
National Disability Authority Conference, Living Learning and Working with Special Educational Needs,
Dublin, July 2004.

Meaney, M. (2005). Policy, Legislation and Practice for Children with Special Needs in Ireland (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 136-144.

National Disability Authority (2002b). Submission to Childcare (Preschool Services) Regulations 1996 and
(Amendment) Regulations 1997 Review Group. Dublin: National Disability Authority.

National Disability Authority (2005c). Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004.
Dublin: National Disability Authority.

National Federation of Voluntary Bodies (2003). Response to Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill
2003. Dublin: National Federation of Voluntary Bodies.

Richardson, V. (2001). Legal and Constitutional Rights of Children in Ireland (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla
Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001a). Understanding Children, Volume 1: State, Education and
Economy. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 21-44.

Shannon, G. (1999). Children in the Legal Process. Paper presented at the Children at Risk in Ireland
Anniversary Conference, October 1999.

Shannon, G. (2000). Children and the Law: Papers of Continuing Legal Education Seminar. Dublin:
Blackhall Place.

Shannon, G. (2001). European Convention on Human Rights Bill, 2001 and Child Law. Paper presented
to the Family Law Conference, Dublin, September, 2001.
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15 Organisation

Organisation is a facet that affects many aspects
of the management and running of a setting,
including financial and human resources. This
theme is of considerable importance considering
the pivotal impact the organisation of a setting
has on the quality of the service provided to
young children. 

This importance is reflected in the fact that it is
one of the national Standards of Síolta. The 51
publications in this theme have been
categorised into three sub-themes, namely:

• Establishing and Managing an ECCE setting
[27]

• Recruitment and Staff Support [12]

• Policies and Procedures [12]

Establishing and Managing an ECCE
Setting

A large number of publications relate to
Establishing and Managing an ECCE Setting. The
CCCs have been instrumental in publishing and
disseminating information in this area for
existing services or for those considering
establishing a service. Such publications include
Cavan CCC (2001; 2003b), County Childcare
Committees Support and Development Workers
Network (2005), Leitrim CCC (2005a), Sligo CCC
and Sligo County Enterprise Board (2002) and
South Dublin CCC (2006c). Similar guidelines
have also been forthcoming from a number of
other organisations and agencies, such as the
BCCN (1997), Barnardos (Canavan, 2000;
Canavan and Gibbons, 1997; 1998; French,
2000b; 2003; O’Sullivan and Gibbons, 1997) and
East Coast Area Health Board et al. (2001b).
Moloney (2005) and Westmeath CCC (2006)
focused on supporting the development of
school age childcare services in their respective
jurisdictions. Facilitating and organising parental
involvement and participation within primary
schools has been the focus of research by
Murphy (1991) and the National Parents Council
Primary (2000). St. Nicholas Montessori Society
of Ireland (n.d.; 2003; 2005) has produced
guidance and support for Montessori schools in
Ireland.

Border Counties Childcare Network (1997). Border Counties Childcare Network Information Pack for
Preschool Service Providers. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Canavan, A. (2000). Quality Childcare in the Workplace – A Step-by-Step Guide for Employers. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Eagrú

Bíonn tionchar ag Eagrú ar go leor gnéithe a
bhaineann le bainistiú agus reáchtáil suímh,
lena n-áirítear acmhainní airgeadais agus
daonna. Baineann tábhacht leis an téama seo
mar thoradh ar an tionchar ollmhór a bhíonn ag
eagrú suímh ar chaighdeán na seirbhíse a
sholáthraítear do leanaí óga. 

Mar thoradh ar an tábhacht a bhaineann leis, is
ceann de Chaighdeáin náisiúnta Síolta é.
Rangaíodh an 51 foilseachán faoin téama seo i
dtrí fho-théama, mar seo a leanas:

• Bunú agus Bainistiú Suímh COLO [27]

• Earcaíocht agus Tacaíocht Foirne [21]

• Beartais agus Nósanna Imeachta [12]

Bunú agus Bainistiú Suímh COLO

Baineann líon mór foilseachán le Bunú agus
Bainistiú Suímh COLO. Chabhraigh na CCCanna
le foilsiú agus scaipeadh faisnéise sa réimse seo
do sheirbhísí reatha nó dó dhaoine ag
smaoineamh ar sheirbhís a bhunú. Áirítear ar na
foilseacháin sin CCC an Chabháin (2001; 2003b),
Líonra Oibrithe Tacaíochta agus Forbartha na
gCoistí Cúraim Leanaí Contae (2005), CCC
Liatroma (2005a), CCC Shligigh agus Bord
Fiontar Chontae Shligigh (2002) agus CCC Bhaile
Átha Cliath Theas (2006c). Tháirg roinnt
eagraíochtaí agus gníomhaireachtaí eile, cosúil
leis an BCCN (1997), Barnardos (Canavan, 2000;
Canavan agus Gibbons, 1997; 1998; French,
2000b; 2003; O’Sullivan agus Gibbons, 1997)
agus Bord Sláinte Cheantar an Chósta Thoir et
al. (2001b), treoirlínte dá leithéid freisin. Dhírigh
Moloney (2005) agus CCC na hIarmhí (2006) ar
thacaíocht a thabhairt d’fhorbairt seirbhísí
cúraim leanaí do leanaí ar aois scoile ina ndlínsí
faoi seach. Bhain fócas taighde Murphy (1991)
agus na National Parents Council Primary (2000)
le rannpháirteachas agus comhoibriú
tuismitheoirí a éascú agus a eagrú laistigh de
bhunscoileanna. Tháirg St. Nicholas Montessori
Society of Ireland (n.d.; 2003; 2005) treoir agus
tacaíocht do scoileanna Montessori in Éirinn.
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15Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Day Care Service: An Information Pack. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1998). Child Care Act (1991) Part (V11) Supervision of Child Care Services:
A Training Manual. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2001). Brief Guide to Establishing a Childcare Facility in Cavan.
Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003b). Funding and Support Options for Childcare Providers in Co.
Cavan. Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

County Childcare Committees Support and Development Workers Network (2005). School Age Childcare
– A Step by Step Guide to Developing a School Age Childcare Service. Louth: County Childcare
Committees Support and Development Workers Network.

Crimmins, M. (2000). Workplace Childcare in Ireland: A Planning Perspective. M.R.U.P. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

East Coast Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board
(2001b). Thinking of Setting up a Preschool Service? Guidelines on the Interpretation of the Child Care
(Preschool Services) Regulations 1996. Dublin: East Coast Area Health Board, South Western Area Health
Board and Northern Area Health Board.

French, G. (2000b). Supporting Quality: Guidelines for Best Practice in Early Childhood Services. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre. 

French, G. (2003). Supporting Quality – Guidelines for Best Practice in Early Childhood Services (Second
Edition). Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Hanley, N. (1993). Managerial Roles of Preschool Managers. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Horgan, M. (1995a). The Implementation of Change: A Case Study of a Convent Primary School in the
West of Ireland. Compare, Volume 25, No. 1, pp. 85-95.

Keoghan, D. (2005). Managing Change in the HSE Midlands Area Child Care Services: Application and
Analysis of Organisational Diagnostic Management Tools. M. BS. Thesis. Dublin: University College
Dublin.

Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2005a). A Step by Step Information Manual to Assist in the
Development of a Childcare Service within your Community. Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare
Committee.

Máirtín, C. (2004b). Teanga Bhainisteoireachta (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 81-82.

Moloney, M. (2005). School’s Out – A Practice Manual for Providers. Limerick: Limerick City Childcare
Committee.

Murphy, H. (1991). The Participation of Parents on Primary School Boards of Management in the
Limerick Diocese. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: University College Galway.

National Parents Council Primary (2000). Working Effectively as a Parent Association – Guidelines for
Parent Associations. Dublin: National Parents Council Primary.

O’Sullivan, M. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Childcare Enterprise: An Information Pack for
Enterprise Officers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Ruane, M. (2002). Growing Together: A Resource Manual for Facilitators of Parenting Groups. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.
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15 Sligo County Childcare Committee and Sligo County Enterprise Board (2002). Managing a Childcare
Business in County Sligo. Sligo: Sligo County Childcare Committee and Sligo County Enterprise Board.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006c). Supporting Employers – Supporting Children:
Employer Childcare Options in Ireland. Dublin: South Dublin County Childcare Committee.

St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (n.d.). Guidelines for Montessori Schools. Dublin: St. Nicholas
Montessori Society of Ireland.

St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (2003b). Certification Process for Montessori Schools. Dublin:
St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland.

St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (2005). Montessori Education: A Foundation for Life – A
Guideline Booklet for Montessori Pre-Schools. Dublin: St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2006). A Guide to Developing a Quality School Age Childcare
Programme. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Recruitment and Staff Support

Specific guidance relating to Recruitment and
Staff Support has formed the focal point of a
small number of pieces of research. Barnardos
and Area Development Management (1999),
Clarke (1995b; 1996) and Galway CCC (2003d)
have published guidelines in relation to the
recruitment process within ECCE settings.
General guidance on managing personnel in the
early years is provided by Byrne (2002; 2005),
Clarke (1995a; 1995c), the Combat Poverty
Agency (2002) and Westmeath CCC (2005). 

Barnardos and Area Development Management (1999). Staffing a Preschool Day Care Service –
Recruiting with Confidence. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Byrne, M. (2002). Personnel Practice in Early Years Services – A Guide. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Byrne, M. (2005). Personnel Practice in Early Years Services – A Guide (Revised Edition). Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Clarke, J. (1995a). Managing Better: Staff Support and Supervision. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency. 

Clarke, J. (1995b). Managing Better: Staff Selection and Interviewing. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Clarke, J. (1995c). A Guide to Good Employment Practice in the Community and Voluntary Sector.
Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency. 

Clarke, J. (1996). Managing Better: The Staff Recruitment Process. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency. 

Combat Poverty Agency (2002). A Guide to Good Employment Practice in the Community and
Voluntary Sector. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Cork City Childcare Company Ltd. (2005). Refugee Children and Childcare – A Guide to Help Childcare
Staff Support Refugee Children and Educational Services. Cork: Cork City Childcare Company Ltd.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003d). Recruitment Guidelines for Childcare Providers.
Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Earcaíocht agus Tacaíocht Foirne

Bhí treoir shonrach faoi Earcaíocht agus
Tacaíocht Foirne mar phointe lárnach roinnt
píosaí taighde. D’fhoilsigh Barnardos agus Area
Development Management (1999), Clarke
(1995b; 1996) agus CCC na Gaillimhe (2003d)
treoirlínte maidir leis an bpróiseas earcaíochta i
suímh COLO. Tugann Byrne (2002; 2005), Clarke
(1995a; 1995c), an Combat Poverty Agency
(2002) agus CCC na hIarmhí (2005) treoir
ghinearálta faoi phearsanra sna blianta luatha a
bhainistiú. 
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15Kellaghan, T. (1990). Human Resources in Early Childhood Education. Oideas, Volume 36, pp. 48-60.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2005). Employment Support Pack Incorporating Employment
Legislation Guide for Small and Medium Businesses. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Policies and Procedures

Research and support on the development of
Policies and Procedures relating to the
organisation of an ECCE setting has been
published by a number of commentators. Byrne
(2000; 2003b), Galway CCC (2003e), IPPA
(2002b), Limerick CCC et al. (2003), Moloney
(2006) and Uí Ainín (2004c) have disseminated
guidance relating to the policies and procedures
that should be devised, documented and
disseminated by ECCE settings. The DES has also
provided guidelines in relation to developing a
School Plan within primary schools (DES, 1999e;
2003c). A code of practice designed specifically
for school age childcare has been researched
and published by Moloney (2006b).

Byrne, M. (2000). Little People’s Palace – Childcare Policy and Procedures Manuals I and II. Dublin:
Tallaght Childcare Company Limited. (Unpublished). 

Byrne, M. (2003b). A Guide to Developing Policies and Procedures in a Childcare Setting. Dublin: Area
Development Management Limited.

Daly, K. (2005). Organisational Change; Past, Present and Future: A Case Study of the Finglas Child and
Adolescent Centre. M. BS. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Department of Education and Science (1999e). School Planning: Developing a School Plan, Guidelines
for Primary Schools. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2003c). School Development Planning Initiative – National
Progress Report 2002. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003e). Policies and Procedures for Childcare Providers.
Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (2002b). Guidelines on Policies for Preschool Services. Dublin:
IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1992b). Traveller Education – INTO Policies and Procedures
Updated. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Limerick County Childcare Committee, North Tipperary County Childcare Committee, Mid-western
Health Board, Limerick City Childcare Committee and Clare County Childcare Committee (2003). A
Guide to Developing Policies and Procedures in an Early Years Setting. Limerick: Limerick County
Childcare Committee, North Tipperary County Childcare Committee, Mid-western Health Board,
Limerick City Childcare Committee and Clare County Childcare Committee.

Moloney, M. (2006a). A Guide to Policies and Procedures for School Age Childcare. Limerick: Limerick
City Childcare Committee.

Moloney, M. (2006b). School Age Childcare – Code of Practice. Limerick: Limerick City Childcare Committee.

Uí Ainín, M. (2004c). Polasaithe agus Próisis (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 71-76.

Beartais agus Nósanna Imeachta

D’fhoilsigh roinnt tráchtairí taighde ar agus
tacaíocht d’fhorbairt Beartas agus Nósanna
Imeachta a bhaineann le heagrú suímh COLO.
Scaip Byrne (2000; 2003b), CCC na Gaillimhe
(2003e), IPPA (2002b), CCC Luimnigh et al.
(2003), Moloney (2006) agus Uí Ainín (2004c)
treoir maidir leis na beartais agus na nósanna
imeachta ar chóir do shuímh COLO iad a
dhearadh, a thaifeadadh agus a chur in iúl.
Chuir an DES treoirlínte ar fáil freisin maidir le
Plean Scoile a fhorbairt laistigh de
bhunscoileanna (DES, 1999e; 2003c). Rinne
Moloney (2006b) taighde agus d’fhoilsigh é a
bhain le cód cleachtais deartha go sainiúil do
chúram leanaí ag aois scoile.
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Parents and Families

Tuismitheoirí agus

Teaghlaigh16
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16 Parents and Families

The pivotal and primary role of parents in the
lives of their children is well documented in
both national and international research and is
underpinned by Article 42 of the Irish
Constitution. Recent social developments in
Ireland, including economic, social and cultural
change, have put increased demand on ECCE
services outside the family home and it is
probable that this trend will continue into the
future. Much of the research in the Irish context
focuses on promoting parental involvement in
ECCE settings and supporting parents and
families in their pivotal role as primary
educators.

The theme of Parents and Families is one of the
largest within the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, consisting of 170 publications
between 1990 and 2006. A process of thematic
analysis led to the creation of four sub-themes,
namely:

• Partnership and Participation [37]

• Parental and Family Supports [80]

• Parental Guidance and Training [39]

• Work-life Balance [14]

Partnership and Participation

A large number of publications relate to
supporting and promoting parental Partnership
and Participation in ECCE settings. Carroll
(2000), Martin (2006a; 2006b), Martin and
Fitzpatrick (2002), Murphy (2001; 2002; 2004;
2006b; 2006c), Sligo CCC (2002b), Stíobhairt
(2004c) and Uí Ghiollagáin (2005) assert the
importance of involving parents in a
meaningful and constructive way in preschool
settings. The critical nature of parental
partnership in areas of disadvantage (Byrne,
1999; Hanafin and Lynch, 2002; Moroney,
1995), for Traveller children (Boyle, 2006;
Kelleher, 2005) and for children with special
needs (Humphries, 2004; Meehan, 1992) forms
the focus of a number of researchers. Parental
involvement within primary schools has also
been researched and documented by a number
of commentators. General overviews and
investigations into parental involvement in the
school system have been provided by Bourke
(1999), Cronin (1996), the INTO (1997c) and
O’Carroll (1994). Crossan (2006), Murphy
(1991), and the National Parents Council
Primary (2000) have researched the operation
of parent associations and parental

Tuismitheoirí agus
Teaghlaigh

Taifeadtar ról ríthábhachtach príomhúil
tuismitheoirí i saol a leanaí go fairsing i
dtaighde náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta araon
agus tacaíonn Airteagal 42 de Bhunreacht na
hÉireann leis. Mar thoradh ar fhorbairtí sóisialta
a tharla in Éirinn le déanaí, lena n-áirítear athrú
eacnamaíoch, sóisialta agus cultúrtha, tá
éileamh níos mó ar sheirbhísí COLO lasmuigh
den bhaile, agus is dóchúil go leanfaidh an
treocht sin ar aghaidh sa todhchaí. Baineann a
lán den taighde i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann le
rannpháirteachas tuismitheoirí i suímh COLO a
spreagadh agus le tacaíocht a thabhairt do
thuismitheoirí agus do theaghlaigh chun cabhrú
leo ina ról d’oideachasóirí príomhúla.

Tá an téama Tuismitheoirí agus Teaghlaigh ar
cheann de na téamaí is mó sa Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde, le 170 foilseachán i gceist idir
1990 agus 2006. I ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, roinneadh
i gceithre fho-théama iad, mar seo a leanas:

• Comhpháirtíocht agus Rannpháirteachas [37]

• Tacaí Tuismitheora agus Teaghlaigh [80]

• Treoir agus Oiliúint do Thuismitheoirí [39]

• Cobhsaíocht Saoil-Oibre [14]

Comhpháirtíocht agus Rannpháirteachas

Baineann líon mór foilseachán le tacaíocht a
thabhairt do Chomhpháirtíocht agus
Rannpháirteachas tuismitheoirí i suímh COLO
agus lena gcur chun cinn.  Deimhníonn Carroll
(2000), Martin (2006a; 2006b), Martin agus
Fitzpatrick (2002), Murphy (2001; 2002; 2004;
2006b; 2006c), CCC Shligigh (2002b), Stíobhairt
(2004c) agus Uí Ghiollagáin (2005) an tábhacht a
bhaineann le rannpháirteachas éifeachtach
úsáideach tuismitheoirí i suímh réamhscoile a
spreagadh. Díríonn roinnt taighdeoirí ar
thábhacht ollmhór chomhpháirtíocht na
dtuismitheoirí i limistéir faoi mhíbhuntáiste
(Byrne, 1999; Hanafin agus Lynch, 2002;
Moroney, 1995), do leanaí an Luchta Siúil (Boyle,
2006; Kelleher, 2005) agus do leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta (Humphries, 2004; Meehan,
1992). Rinne roinnt tráchtairí taighde agus
scríobh siad faoi rannpháirteachas tuismitheoirí i
mbunscoileanna.  Thug Bourke (1999), Cronin
(1996), an INTO (1997c) agus O’Carroll (1994)
forbhreathnú ginearálta agus iniúchtaí ar
rannpháirteachas tuismitheoirí sa chóras scoile.
Rinne Crossan (2006), Murphy (1991), agus an
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16involvement on Boards of Management of
primary schools. 

Bourke, W. (1999). Ask the Parents. M. Ed. Thesis. Maynooth: National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Boyle, A. (2006). Traveller Education in Ireland: Parental Involvement in Preschool Education.
Aesthethika, Volume 2, Issue 2, May 2006, pp. 33-43. (www.ethika.org)

Boyne, M. (2002). The Influence of a Shared Reading Programme on the Attitudes to Reading and
Reading Habits of Young Children. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Bryan, J. (1997). Parent and Teacher Evaluations of the Stay Safe Programme with Particular Reference
to the Role of Parents in its Implementation. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin City University.

Byrne, E. (1999). The Assessments of Parents, Teachers and Children on the Extent to which the Breaking
the Cycle Scheme has made a Difference to the Children’s Experiences at School and to Parental
Involvement. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Carroll, O. (2000). Parental Involvement Makes a Difference in Early Childhood Education. MA. Thesis.
Maynooth: National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Cronin, J. (1996). Parents as Partners in Irish Education. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Crossan, L. (2006). The Role of the National Parents Council – Primary (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 298-311.

Hanafin, J. and Lynch, A. (2002). Peripheral Voices: Parental Involvement, Social Class and Educational
Disadvantage. British Journal of Sociology of Education, Volume 23, No. 1, pp. 35-50.

Humphries, C. (2004). Prevalence Study for Conduct Problems Among Five to Eight Year Old Children
and the Impact of Parent Training on Children's Conduct Problems. D. Psych.Sc. (Clin.Psych.) Thesis.
Dublin: University College Dublin.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1997c). Parental Involvement - Possibilities for Partnership. Dublin:
Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kellaghan, T., Sloane, K., Alvarez, B. and Bloom, B. (1993). The Home Environment and School Learning
– Promoting Parental Involvement in the Education of Children. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Inc. 

Kelleher, E. (2005). Parental Involvement in the Language Development of Preschool Traveller Children
Through the Use of Storybooks. M. SEN. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Kelley-Laine, K. (1998). Parents as Partners in Schooling: The Current State of Affairs. Childhood
Education, Volume 74, No. 6, pp. 342-345.

Kernan, M. and Hayes, N. (1999). Parent and Teacher Expectations of 4-Year-Olds in Ireland. Early Years:
An International Journal of Research and Development, Volume 19, No. 2, pp. 26-37.

Martin, S. (2006a). Parents as Partners in Early Childhood Services in Ireland: An Exploratory Study. M.
Phil. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Martin, S. (2006b). Researching Parental Participation in Early Years Services (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.)
(2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood
Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 72-97.

Martin, S. and Fitzpatrick, A. (2002). Parents as Partners in Early Years Services in Ireland: An Exploratory
Study (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection,
Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 138-154.

National Parents Council Primary (2000) taighde
ar fheidhmiú na gcumann tuismitheoirí agus
rannpháirteachas tuismitheoirí i mBoird
Bhainistíochta bunscoileanna. 
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16 McNellis, C. (1993). Parents as Teachers: Parents and Children Learn Together. Proceedings of the First
Parents as Teachers All-Ireland Conference.

Meehan, S. (1992). Parents of Special Needs Children: Perceptions of Integrated Education. M. Ed.
Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Moroney, T. (1995). Developing a Home/ School Partnership in a Deprived Area. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin:
Trinity College Dublin.

Murphy, H. (1991). The Participation of Parents on Primary School Boards of Management in the
Limerick Diocese. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: University College Galway.

Murphy, M. (2001). Parental Involvement in Early Years Education and Care in the Cork Area. Ph.D
Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Murphy, M. (2002). An Evaluation of Parental Involvement in Early Childhood Education in an Irish
Primary School. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Murphy, R. (2002). Rethinking Parental Involvement in Early Years Education and Care (in) Horgan, M.
and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings
of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 127-137.

Murphy, R. (2004). The Parent and Family Involvement Project: Skills for Early Years Educators (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 104-115.

Murphy, R. (2006b). Using Case Studies to Investigate Parent Involvement in Early Years Care and
Education (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood
Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 50-60.

Murphy, R. (2006c). The Parent and Family Involvement Project (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring
Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and
OMEP Ireland, pp. 127-138.

National Parents Council Primary (2000). Working Effectively as a Parent Association – Guidelines for
Parent Associations. Dublin: National Parents Council Primary.

Ní Dhubhlainn, M. (1998). An Tarraingteacht atá ag Scoil Mhic Easmainn do Thuismitheoirí na Naíonán
Shóisir na Bliana 1997-1998. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

O’Carroll, E. (1994). An Investigation into the Attitudes of Dublin Primary School Teachers to Parental
Involvement in Education. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Ó Domhnaill, M. (1997). A Comparative Analysis of Parental Choice between a Parish School and a
Gaelscoil. M. Ed. Thesis. Galway: University College Galway.

Reynolds, A. (1992). Comparing Measures of Parental Involvement and Their Effects on Academic
Achievement. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Volume 7, pp. 441-462.

Sligo County Childcare Committee (2002b). Working in Partnership with Parents. Sligo: Sligo County
Childcare Committee.

Stíobhairt, D. (2004c). Ag Obair le Tuismitheoirí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 45-46.

Sundlov, E. (2002). Paternal Involvement in Childcare: Parental Leave and Cultural Differences in Ireland
and Sweden. M. Litt. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Uí Ghiollagáin, A. (2005). Early Childhood Education: Involving Parents. Paper presented at the EECERA
Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.
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16Parental and Family Supports

It is reasonable to speculate that the large
volume of research relating to Parental and
Family Supports reflects the increasing stresses
on parents and families in contemporary
Ireland. Barnardos (2002f) and Home Start
International (2003) document the difficulties
some parents with young children experience. A
number of researchers have provided feasibility
studies for the establishment of family support
services (Barnardos, 2001; BCCN et al., 2000;
Carrefour NUI Galway, 1998; Dublin Northside
Partnership, 1999; Hanlon, 2006) or evaluations
of existing services (East Coast Area Health
Board, 2000; Eastern Health Board, 1994; 1997;
Holt et al., 2002; Jones, 1998; McNellis and
Kelleher, 1998; Meitheal Mhaigh Eo, 1999;
Midlands Health Board, 1999; Murphy-Lawless
and Redmond, 1992; North Eastern Health
Board, 2001a; 2002; Rourke, 2005; Scallan et al.,
1998; South Eastern Health Board, 1993; 1994;
1996a; 1997a; 1998; 2002a; 2002b). National
policy in the area of parental and family
supports has been informed by the seminal
document, Strengthening Families for Life
(Department of Social, Community and Family
Affairs, 1998), which has been supplemented in
more recent years by a number of submissions
to proposed additional policy development
(CECDE, 2004d; 2004e). The BCCN (2000a),
Duignan (2006b), Gallo (2004a; 2004b) and
Riordan (2001) have documented consultation
processes with parents in relation to their
support needs in the early years. International
perspectives of parental and family support
services have been provided by Daly and Clavero
(2002), Dumon (1990), McKeown et al. (1998)
and Soriano (1998). Research into the
development and operation of the Best Health
for Children project (DHC, 1999b; 2002a) and
Springboard initiatives (DHC, 2001c; McKeown,
1999; 2002b; McKeown and Galvin, 2001;
McKeown et al., 2000; 2001) has been published
by a number of commentators. The delivery of
the Community Mothers Programme in Ireland
has been documented by a number of
researchers, including Johnson and Molloy
(1995), Johnson et al. (1993; 2000) and Molloy
(2002). A specific focus on the role of fathers
(McKeown, 1998; 2002a) and grandparents
(Fahy, 2004; Lundstrom, 2001) in the Irish
context has also been provided. 

Barnardos (2001). Tullacmongan Family Support Service: A Feasibility Study. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos (2002f). Parents Under Pressure. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Tacaí Tuismitheora agus Teaghlaigh

Is réasúnta glacadh leis go léiríonn an líon mór
taighde a bhaineann le Tacaí Tuismitheora agus
Teaghlaigh an strus níos mó atá ar
thuismitheoirí agus teaghlaigh in Éirinn
chomhaimseartha. Déanann Barnardos (2002f)
agus Home Start International (2003) cur síos ar
na deacrachtaí a bhíonn ag roinnt tuismitheoirí
le leanaí óga. Rinne roinnt taighdeoirí staidéir
féidearthachta ar an bhféidearthacht seirbhísí
tacaíochta teaghlaigh a bhunú (Barnardos, 2001;
BCCN et al., 2000; Carrefour OÉ Gaillimh, 1998;
Dublin Northside Partnership, 1999; Hanlon,
2006) nó meastóireachtaí ar sheirbhísí reatha
(Bord Sláinte Cheantar an Chósta Thoir, 2000;
Bord Sláinte an Oirthir, 1994; 1997; Holt et al.,
2002; Jones, 1998; McNellis agus Kelleher, 1998;
Meitheal Mhaigh Eo, 1999; an Bord Sláinte Láir
Tíre, 1999; Murphy-Lawless agus Redmond,
1992; Bord Sláinte an Oirthuaiscirt, 2001a; 2002;
Rourke, 2005; Scallan et al., 1998; Bord Sláinte
an Oirdheiscirt, 1993; 1994; 1996a; 1997a; 1998;
2002a; 2002b). Tá beartas náisiúnta i leith tacaí
tuismitheora agus teaghlaigh treoraithe ag an
gcáipéis lárnach Strengthening Families for Life
(An Roinn Gnóthaí Sóisialta, Pobail agus
Teaghlaigh, 1998), agus chuir roinnt aighneas
faoi fhorbairt beartais mholta leis an gcáipéis sin
le blianta beaga anuas (CECDE, 2004d; 2004e).
Rinne an BCCN (2000a), Duignan (2006b), Gallo
(2004a; 2004b) agus Riordan (2001) cur síos ar
phróisis chomhairliúcháin le tuismitheoirí maidir
lena riachtanais tacaíochta sna blianta luatha.
Thug Daly agus Clavero (2002), Dumon (1990),
McKeown et al. (1998) agus Soriano (1998)
peirspictíochtaí idirnáisiúnta ar sheirbhísí
tacaíochta do thuismitheoirí agus teaghlaigh.
D'fhoilsigh roinnt tráchtairí taighde ar fhorbairt
agus feidhmiú an tionscadail um Shláinte Is
Fearr do Leanaí (DHC, 1999b; 2002a) agus ar
thionscnaimh Springboard (DHC, 2001c;
McKeown, 1999; 2002b; McKeown agus Galvin,
2001; McKeown et al., 2000; 2001). Thaifead
roinnt taighdeoirí, lena n-áirítear Johnson agus
Molloy (1995), Johnson et al. (1993; 2000) agus
Molloy (2002) seachadadh Community Mothers
Programme in Éirinn. Cuireadh fócas sonrach ar
ról aithreacha (McKeown, 1998; 2002a) agus
seantuismitheoirí (Fahy, 2004; Lundstrom, 2001) i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann ar fáil freisin. 
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16 Barry, M. (2006). Provision of Early Years Care/ Education/ Family Support (in) Hayes, N. (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 224-233.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000a). The Benefits of Preschool – Parent’s Survey. Monaghan:
Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border Counties Childcare Network in association with the North Eastern Health Board and North
Western Health Board (2000). Developing Family Support Services – Focusing in Particular on
Developing Family Resource Centres. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Carrefour NUI Galway (1998). Supporting Families with Young Children: A Needs Analysis. Mayo: Mayo
Community Services, Western Health Board.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004d). Submission to the Department of
Social and Family Affairs on the Strategy for Strengthening Families. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004e). Submission to the Department of
Health and Children on the Review of Family Support Services. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education.

Cullen, B. (1997b). A Report for ISI (Integrated Services Initiative) on Models for Integrating Services for
Young Families in the Community. Dublin: The Children’s Centre, Trinity College Dublin.

Daly, M. and Clavero, S. (2002). Contemporary Family Policy – A Comparative Review of Ireland, France,
Germany, Sweden and the UK. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration and the Department of Social
and Family Affairs.

Department of Health and Children (1999b). Best Health for Children: Developing a Partnership with
Families. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Department of Health and Children (2001c). Springboard Promoting Family Well Being through Family
Support Services. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

Department of Health and Children (2002a). Best Health for Children - Investing in Parenthood to
Achieve Best Health for Children, The Supporting Parents Strategy. Dublin: Department of Health and
Children.

Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs (1998). Strengthening Families for Life: Final
Report of the Commission on the Family to the Minister for Social, Community and Family Affairs.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Social Welfare (1996b). Commission on the Family - Interim Report. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Dublin Northside Partnership (1999). Childcare on the Northside: Supporting Parents and Children.
Progress Report and Plans for the Future of the Northside Partnership’s Childcare Bureau. Dublin:
Northside Partnership.

Duignan, M. (2006b). Parents’ Perspective on Quality in EC Care and Education. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Dumon, W. (1990). Family Policies in the EEC Countries. Luxembourg: European Commission Network
on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.

East Coast Area Health Board (2000). Review of Adequacy of Children and Family Services. Dublin: East
Coast Area Health Board.
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16East Coast Area Health Board (2002). Child, Youth and Family Services – Child Care Strategy 2002-2006:
Building Quality and Fair Services for Children, Youth and Families. Dublin: East Coast Area Health
Board.

Eastern Health Board (1994). Report on Child Care and Family Support Services. Dublin: Eastern Health
Board.

Eastern Health Board (1997). Review of Adequacy of Child Care and Family Support Services in 1996.
Dublin: Eastern Health Board.

Fahy, D. (2004). Double Mothering: Affective Inequality: The Experiences of Irish Grandmothers who
Provide Care for Co-resident Lone Parent Grandchildren. M. Eq. St. Thesis. Dublin: University College
Dublin.

French, G. (2006a). Learning From Families: Policies and Practices to Combat Social Exclusion Amongst
Families with Young Children in Europe – Irish National Report. Dublin: Home-Start National Office
Ireland.

Gaffney, M. (1995). Valuing Parenting. Journal of Child Centred Practice. Volume 2, No. 1, pp. 5-11.

Gallo, M. (2004a). Empowering Parents, Enriching Children: Parents’ Needs and Preferences for
Childcare in County Donegal. Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Gallo, M. (2004b). Empowering Parents, Enriching Children: Parents’ Needs and Preferences for
Childcare in County Donegal – Summary Report. Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Government of Ireland (1993a). Second Commission on the Status of Women – Report to Government.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Hanlon, L. (2006). Assessment of Parents’ Childcare Needs. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Hanrahan, M., Koelen, M. and Van Woerkum, C. (2002). Developing a Theoretical Model for a
Community-based Health Promotion Programme for First-time Mothers (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F.
(Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 155-174.

Hayes, N. and McCarthy, B. (1992). St. Audeon’s Parent/ Child Project. International Journal of Early
Childhood Education, Volume 24, pp. 27-34.

Hickey, T. (1998b). Tuismitheoirí agus an Tum-Réamhscolaíocht (Parents and Immersion Pre-school
Education). Teangeolas, Volume 37, pp. 30-38.

Hickey, T. (1999a). Parents and Early Immersion: Reciprocity between Home and Immersion Preschool.
Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, Volume 2, No. 2, pp. 94-113.

Holt, S., Manners, P. and Gilligan, R. (2002). Family Support in Practice: An Evaluation of the Naas Child
and Family Project. A Springboard Initiative. Dublin: Irish Youth Work Press.

Home Start International (2003). Tackling Social Exclusion in Families with Young Children. London:
Home Start International.

Johnson, Z. and Molloy, B. (1995). Community Mothers Programme: Empowerment of Parents by
Parents. Children and Society, Volume 9, No. 2, pp. 73-85. 

Johnson, Z., Howell, F. and Molloy, B. (1993). Community Mothers Programme: Randomized Controlled
Trial of Non-Professional Intervention in Parenting. British Medical Journal, Volume 306, pp. 1449-1552.

Johnson, Z., Molloy, B., Scallon, E., Fitzpatrick, P., Rooney, B., Keegan, T. and Byrne, P. (2000). Community
Mothers Programme: Seven Year Follow-up of a Randomized Controlled Trial of Non-Professional
Intervention in Parenting. Journal of Public Health Medicine, Volume 22, No. 3, pp. 337-342.
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16 Jones, S. (1998). Supporting Ireland’s Children: An Independent Evaluation of Barnardos Family Support
Project, Moyross, Limerick. Dublin: Barnardos.

Lundstrom, F. (2001). Grandparenthood in Modern Ireland. Dublin: Age Action Ireland.

Lyons, S., Collins, C. and Staines, A. (2001). Are Universally Available Supports for Families Effective and
Efficient? Dublin: University College Dublin.

Manktelow, R. (2003). Delivering Family Support Services in Rural Ireland. Child Care in Practice, Volume
9, No. 2, April 2003, pp. 140-154.

McCashin, A. (1996). Lone Mothers in Ireland: A Local Study. Dublin: Oak Tree Press in association with
the Combat Poverty Agency.

McKeown, K. (1998). Changing Fathers? Fatherhood and Family Life in Modern Ireland. Cork: Collins Press.

McKeown, K. (1999). Springboard Evaluation System. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K. (2000). Supporting Families: A Guide to What Works in Family Support Services for
Vulnerable Families. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

McKeown, K. (2002a). Fathers and Families: Research and Reflection on Key Questions. Dublin:
Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K. (2002b). Springboard Initiatives: Family Support Projects for Children at Risk – A Guide to
what Works in Family Support Services for Vulnerable Families. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

McKeown, K. and Galvin, M. (2001). Springboard Indicators of Quality in Family Support Services.
Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K. and Sweeney, J. (2001). Family Well-Being and Family Policy: A Review of Research
Benefits and Costs. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K., Ferguson, H. and Rooney, D. (1998). Fathers: Irish Experience in an International Context.
Unpublished Report to the Commission on the Family.

McKeown, K., Haase, T. and Pratschke, J. (2000). Does Family Support Make a Difference? Interim
Evaluation of Springboard, January to May 2000. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K. Haase, T. and Pratschke, J. (2001). Springboard: Promoting Family Well-Being through
Family Support Services. Dublin: Department of Health and Children.

McKeown, K., Pratschke, J. and Haase, T. (2003). Family Well-being: What Makes a Difference? Clare:
The Céifin Centre.

McNellis, C. and Kelleher, C. (1998). An Evaluation of the Life Start Early Learning Programme: With
Reference to the Community Mothers and Ar Leic an Teallaigh Programmes. Galway: Centre for Health
Promotion, University College Galway.

Meitheal Mhaigh Eo (1999). Erris Early Years Project – Supporting Families in Erris. Mayo: Meitheal
Mhaigh Eo.

Midlands Health Board (1999). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Tullamore: Midlands
Health Board.

Millar, J., Leeper, S. and Davies, C. (1992). Lone Parents: Poverty and Public Policy in Ireland. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Molloy, B. (2002). Still Going Strong: A Tracer Study of the Community Mothers Programme. Dublin:
Bernard Van Leer Foundation.
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16Murphy, M. (1996b). From Prevention to ‘Family Support’ and Beyond: Promoting the Welfare of Irish
Children. Administration, Volume 44, No. 2, Summer, pp. 73-101.

Murphy-Lawless, J. and Redmond, P. (1992). Evaluation of the Blanchardstown Home-Start. Dublin:
Home-Start Blanchardstown and Department of Health. 

North Eastern Health Board (2001a). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Cavan: North
Eastern Health Board.

North Eastern Health Board (2002). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2001. Meath:
North Eastern Health Board.

North Western Health Board (2000). Childcare: Protecting Children - Supporting Families. Donegal:
North Western Health Board.

O’Higgins, K. (1996). Disruption, Displacement, Discontinuity? Children in Care and their Families in
Ireland. Economic and Social Research Institute No. 134. Dublin: Economic and Social Research Institute.

Riordan, S. (2001). Supporting Parenting: A Study of Parents’ Support Needs. Dublin: Department of
Social, Community and Family Affairs.

Rourke, S. (2005). Evaluation of the Ballymun Partnership Parents’ Network. Dublin: Ballymun Partnership.

Scallan, E., Farrelly, S., Sorensen, A. and Webster, K. (1998). The Family Support Service: A Profile of Case
Families and Family Support Workers. Dublin: Eastern Health Board.

Soriano, V. (Ed.) (1998). Early Intervention in Europe: Organisation of Services and Supports for Children
and their Families, Trends in 17 European Countries. Denmark: European Agency for Development and
Special Needs Education.

South Eastern Health Board (1993). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Kilkenny: South
Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1994). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1994.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1996a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1996.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1997a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1997.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1998). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1998.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1999.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002b). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2000.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Tallaght Partnership (2001). I Don’t Know How You Do It – A Small Insight into the Lives and Concerns
of Parents of Children with Disabilities. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Western Health Board, National University of Ireland Galway and Child and Family Research and Policy Unit
(2004). Working for Children and Families – Exploring Good Practice. Galway: The Child Care Policy Unit.

Williams, J. and Collins, C. (1997). Childcare in Ireland. A Report to the Commission on the Family.
Dublin: Economic and Social Research Institute.

Woods, M. (1994). Drug Using Parents and their Children: The Experience of a Voluntary/ Non -
Statutory Project. Irish Social Worker, Volume 12, No. 2, p. 10.
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16 Parental Guidance and Training

The critical role of parents in their children’s
lives, and the impact of parenting practices on
child outcomes, is acknowledged in the
substantial body of publications in this section.
Barnardos (1999), Cavan CCC and Monaghan
CCC (2003), Childminding Ireland (2000a), Clarke
and Hayes (1991), Dowd (2000a), Leitrim CCC
(2003c), the NCNA (2003a), the Northern Area
Health Board et al. (2002a) and the Western
Health Board (2002) have produced direction for
parents in choosing an ECCE setting for their
child to attend. Guidance for parents on
providing ECCE in the home has also been
generated by the Community Mothers
Programme (2000), Conway (2005a; 2005b), the
Lifestart Foundation (1994), Murphy (1996a) and
Sharry (1999). A number of researchers have
produced interpretations and guidelines for
parents of important legislation affecting the
early years, including the Preschool Regulations
(Dowd, 2000b) and the National Child
Protection Guidelines (Fox, 2004; 2005). Parent
training programmes and evaluations of their
implementation has formed the focus of a
number of pieces of research, including French
(1998; 2000a), Mullin et al. (1990; 1994), the
National Parents Council Primary (1998) and
Rylands (1995). Specific guidance for parents of
children with special needs (DHC, 2002f; Greene,
1992) and for parents raising their children
through the medium of Irish (Na Naíonraí
Gaelacha, 1994; Ní Chathail, 2003; Ní Chinnéide,
2001; Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, 1999) has also been
produced.

Barnardos (1999). Choosing the Best for Your Child: A Parent’s Guide to Childminders, Nurseries/ Crèches
and Babysitters. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos (2002a). Child and Family Directory. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos (2002e). A Guide for Parents/ Carers. Dublin: Barnardos.

Cavan County Childcare Committee and Monaghan County Childcare Committee (2003). Childminding:
A Guide for Parents. Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Childminding Ireland (2000a). Choosing your Childminder. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

Clarke, M. and Hayes, N. (1991). Childcare in Ireland: A Parent’s Guide. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan. 

Community Mothers Programme (2000). Early Education Pack. Dublin: Community Mothers Programme.

Conway, E. (2005a). Caring for Your Child – Birth to Six Months Old. Dublin: Health Services Executive.

Conway, E. (2005b). Caring for Your Child – Six Months to Two Years Old. Dublin: Health Services Executive.

Department of Education and Science (1999c). Primary School Curriculum – Your Child’s Learning –
Guidelines for Parents. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Treoir agus Oiliúint do Thuismitheoirí

Tugann an líon mór foilseachán sa chuid seo
aitheantas do ról ríthábhachtach tuismitheoirí i
saolta a leanaí, agus tionchar na gcleachtas
tuistithe ar thorthaí do leanaí.  Tháirg Barnardos
(1999), CCC an Chabháin agus CCC
Mhuineacháin(2003), Feighlíocht Leanaí Éireann
(2000a), Clarke agus Hayes (1991), Dowd
(2000a), CCC Liatroma (2003c), an NCNA (2003a),
Bord Sláinte Cheantar an Tuaiscirt et al. (2002a)
agus Bord Sláinte an Iarthair (2002) treoir do
thuismitheoirí chun cabhrú leo suíomh COLO a
roghnú dá leanaí. D’eisigh Community Mothers
Programme (2000), Conway (2005a; 2005b), an
Lifestart Foundation (1994), Murphy (1996a)
agus Sharry (1999) treoir do thuismitheoirí faoi
conas COLO a sholáthar sa bhaile. Chruthaigh
roinnt taighdeoirí mínithe agus treoirlínte do
thuismitheoirí maidir le reachtaíocht
thábhachtach a théann i gcion ar na blianta
luatha, lena n-áirítear na Rialacháin Réamhscoile
(Dowd, 2000b) agus na Treoirlínte Náisiúnta um
Chosaint Leanaí (Fox, 2004; 2005). Bhí cláir
oiliúna tuismitheoirí agus meastóireachtaí ar a
gcur i bhfeidhm mar fhócas roinnt píosaí
taighde, lena n-áirítear French (1998; 2000a),
Mullin et al. (1990; 1994), an National Parents
Council Primary (1998) agus Rylands (1995).
Táirgeadh treoir ar leith freisin do thuismitheoirí
leanaí le riachtanais speisialta (DHC, 2002f;
Greene, 1992) agus do thuismitheoirí ag tógáil a
leanaí trí mheán na Gaeilge (Na Naíonraí
Gaelacha, 1994; Ní Chathail, 2003; Ní Chinnéide,
2001; Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, 1999).
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16Department of Health and Children (2002f). What do I do Now? The Parents Future Planning Group. A
Book to Assist Parents upon Hearing that their Child has Special Needs. Dublin: Health Promotion Unit.

Dowd, M. (2000a). Get it Right: A Parent’s Guide to Choosing Quality Day Care. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Dowd, M. (2000b). Check it Out: A Parent’s Guide to the Preschool Regulations. Dublin: Barnardos’
National Children’s Resource Centre.

Fox, G. (2004). Our Children First: A Parent’s Guide to the National Child Protection Guidelines. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Fox, G. (2005). Our Children First: A Parent’s Guide to the National Child Protection Guidelines (Revised
Edition). Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

French, G. (1998). Enhancing our Future: A Profile of Parenting Programmes in Ireland. Dublin:
Barnardos and the Department of Health and Children.

French, G. (2000a). Towards Best Practice in Parenting Education. Dublin: Department of Health and
Children and Barnardos.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003a). Sample Childminders Information Booklet for
Parents. Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Greene, K. (1992). Brian and Deirdre: A Guide for Parents who have a Preschool Child with Down’s
Syndrome: Video 1, 2 and 3. Ireland: St. Michael’s House.

Internet Advisory Board (2005). Get With IT! A Parents’ Guide to New Media – Understanding and
Sharing the New Media Technologies with your Children. Dublin: Internet Advisory Board.

Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2003c). Childminding – A Guide for Parents. Leitrim: Leitrim
County Childcare Committee.

Lifestart Foundation (1994). Ag Togáil Páiste. Oiliúint Baile, Phase 1. Galway: Lifestart Foundation.

Mullin, E., Oulton, K. and James, T. (1995). Skills Training with Parents of Physically Disabled Persons.
International Journal of Rehabilitation Research, Volume 18, pp. 142-145.

Mullin, E., Proudfoot, R. and Glanville, B. (1990). Group Parent Training in the Eastern Health Board:
Programme Description and Evaluation. Irish Journal of Psychology, Volume 11, No. 4, pp. 342-353.

Mullin, E., Quigley, K. and Glanville, B. (1994). A Controlled Evaluation of the Impact of a Parent
Training Programme on Child Behaviour and Mother’s General Well-Being. Counselling Psychology
Quarterly, Volume 7, No. 2, pp. 167-179.

Murphy, M. (1996a). Becoming a Positive and Effective Parent – The Importance of Play for Children and
Parents. Journal of Child Centred Practice, Volume 3, No. 1, pp. 69-79.

Na Naíonraí Gaelacha (1994). An Tuismitheoir agus an Naíonra. Baile Átha Cliath: Na Naíonraí Gaelacha.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003a). 7 Steps to Choosing a Nursery – A Parent’s Guide.
Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Parents Council Primary (1998). The Parent’s Programme 1995-1997. Dublin: National Parents
Council Primary.

Ní Chathail, C. (2003). Tógáil Clainne le Gaeilge i nGaeltacht Chorca Dhuibhne. M.A Tuarascáil Taighde.
Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúid Teicneolaíocht Bhaile Átha Cliath agus Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne.

Ní Chinnéide, M. (2001). Ag Togáil Clainne le Gaeilge: Treoirleabhar do Thuismitheoirí. Baile Átha
Cliath: Comhluadar.
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16 Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. (1999). Comhluadar agus a Bhaill: Tuairiscar Shuirbheireacht ar Theaghlaigh
Ghalltachta ag a bhfuil an Ghaeilge mar Theanga Bhaile. Baile Átha Cliath: An Coláiste Ollscoile, Ionad
Taighde na hEolaíochta.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board
(2002a). A Guide for Parents of Preschool Children. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South
Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006d). National Childcare Strategy 2006-2010 – A Guide for
Parents. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Ruane, M. (2002). Growing Together: A Resource Manual for Facilitators of Parenting Groups. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Rylands, J. (1995). A Study of Parenting Programmes in Ireland: Exploration of Needs and Current
Provision. Dublin: Barnardos and the Department of Health.

Sharry, J. (1999). Bringing Up Responsible Children. Dublin: Veritas.

South Eastern Health Board (2001b). Parents Information Booklet. Kilkenny: South Eastern Health
Board.

Western Health Board (2002). Choosing Childcare – A Parent’s Guide (Video). Galway: Western Health
Board.

Work-life Balance

The endeavour to achieve Work-life Balance in
modern Irish society has become the focus of a
growing number of research projects in recent
years. The increasing need to provide family-
friendly and flexible employment options has
been documented by a number of researchers,
including Coughlan (2000), Fine-Davis et al.
(2002), Fisher (2000), Humphries et al. (2000),
the National Framework Committee for Work/
Life Balance Policies (2003) and Richardson
(1995). A number of these publications originate
at European Union level and include Ireland
within cross-national comparisons (European
Commission, 1999; European Commission
Network on Childcare, 1994; 1996b; OECD,
2003).

Collins, G. and Wickham, J. (2001). What Childcare Crisis? Irish Mothers Entering the Labour Force.
Dublin: Employment Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin.

Coughlan, A. (2000). Family-friendly Work-life Balance Policies. Dublin: Irish Business and Employers
Confederation.

Department of Equality and Law Reform (1994). Report of the Working Group on Childcare Facilities
for Working Parents. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

European Commission (1999). Reconciliation of Work and Family Life for Men and Women and the
Quality of Care Services. Report on Existing Research in the European Union. Luxembourg: Office for
Official Publications of the European Communities.

Cobhsaíocht Saoil-oibre

Tá an iarracht Cobhsaíocht Saoil-oibre a bhaint
amach i sochaí nua-aimseartha na hÉireann mar
fhócas líon mór tionscadal taighde le blianta
beaga anuas. Rinne roinnt taighdeoirí, lena n-
áirítear Coughlan (2000), Fine-Davis et al. (2002),
Fisher (2000), Humphries et al. (2000), an
National Framework Committee for Work/ Life
Balance Policies (2003) agus Richardson (1995)
cur síos ar an ngá méadaitheach roghanna
fostaíochta a chur ar fáil a ghlacann an
teaghlach san áireamh agus atá solúbtha.
Tionscnaíodh roinnt de na foilseacháin seo ag
leibhéal an Aontais Eorpaigh agus déileáiltear le
hÉirinn laistigh de chomparáidí trasnáisiúnta (an
Coimisiún Eorpach, 1999; European Commission
Network on Childcare, 1994; 1996b; OECD, 2003).
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16European Commission Network on Childcare (1994). Leave Arrangements for Workers with Children: A
Review of Leave Arrangements in the Member States of the European Union and Austria, Finland,
Norway and Sweden. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to
Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996b). A Review of Services for Young Children in the
European Union 1990-1995 on Child Care and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family
Responsibilities. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to
Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.

Fine-Davis, M., Clarke, H. and Berry, M. (Eds.) (2002). Fathers and Mothers: Dilemmas of the Work-Life
Balance, Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies, Trinity College
Dublin.

Fisher, H. (2000). Investing in People: Family Friendly Work Arrangements in Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises: Work Life Balance in the New Millennium. Dublin: Equality Authority.

Humphries, P., Fleming, S. and O’Donnell, O. (2000). Balancing Work and Family Life: The Role of
Flexible Working Arrangements. Dublin: Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs with the
Institute of Public Administration.

Kane, C. (2005a). Careers and Our Children – A Study of the Childcare Needs of Working Parents in
County Mayo. Mayo: Mayo County Childcare Committee.

National Framework Committee for Work/ Life Balance Policies (2003). Off the Treadmill - Achieving
Work/ Life Balance. Dublin: National Framework Committee for Work/ Life Balance Policies.

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (2003). Babies and Bosses – Reconciling Work
and Family Life: Volume 2 – Austria, Ireland and Japan. Paris: Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development. 

Richardson, V. (1995). Reconciliation of Family Life and Working Life (in) Colgan McCarthy, I. (Ed.)
(1995). Irish Family Studies: Selected Papers. Dublin: Family Study Centre, University College Dublin, pp.
127-146.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006c). Supporting Employers – Supporting Children:
Employer Childcare Options in Ireland. Dublin: South Dublin County Childcare Committee.
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17 Planning and Evaluation

This theme is of significant importance within
ECCE settings owing to the crucial nature of
planning to ensure the provision of quality
services. Ongoing evaluation and assessment of
the service provided and the practices engaged
in has a considerable impact on the nature of
ECCE provision. 

Planning and Evaluation is one of the sixteen
national Standards of Síolta and consists of 32
publications in the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, 1990-2006.

Analyses and critiques of the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) and its use in
the Irish context has formed the basis of a
number of research projects (Clifford, 2005;
Douglas, 2005a; 2006f; Hennessy and Delaney,
1999). Specific guidance on planning and
evaluation within the primary school system has
been produced by a number of individuals and
agencies, including Collins (1997), the DES
(1999e; 2003d; 2003e; 2005f; 2006), Egan (1998),
Leadership Development for Schools (2003), the
NCCA (2004d; 2005b; 2005c) and Ridgway
(2002a). The European Commission (2002) and
Hayes and Claxton (2003) focus on the use of
quality indicators to assess and evaluate the
quality of ECCE services. The development and
implementation of the Centre of Excellence
quality assurance programme has been the
subject of a number of publications and
presentations by Hooper (2005; 2006) and the
NCNA (2000b; 2003c; 2006). An international
perspective on the theme of Planning and
Evaluation has been provided by the European
Commission (2002), the European Commission
Network on Childcare (1996a) and Ridgway
(2002b). Gunning (2003), Kelly (2000), Kilfeather
et al. (2005), Murphy (2006c) and Uí Ghrádaigh
(2004i) suggest strategies to promote planning
and assessment as an integral way of improving
the quality of ECCE services.

Clifford, R. (2005). Structure and Stability of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 12-21.

Collins, B. (1997). A Case Study of the Effects of a Pilot Course on Teacher Attitudes to School Based
Review and Development in an Infant Primary School. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Department of Education and Science (1999e). School Planning: Developing a School Plan, Guidelines
for Primary Schools. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Pleanáil agus
Meastóireacht

Baineann tábhacht shuntasach leis an téama seo
i suímh COLO mar thoradh ar thábhacht na
pleanála chun a chinntiú go gcuirtear seirbhísí
ar ardchaighdeán ar fáil. Bíonn tionchar mór ag
meastóireacht agus measúnacht leanúnach na
seirbhíse a chuirtear ar fáil agus na gcleachtas a
úsáidtear ar chineál an tsoláthair COLO. 

Tá Pleanáil agus Meastóireacht ar cheann de na
sé Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag de Síolta agus
cuimsíonn sé 32 foilseachán sa Dara hEagrán
den Iniúchadh Taighde, 1990-2006. 

Bhí roinnt tionscadal taighde bunaithe ar
anailísí agus criticí ar an Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) agus a úsáid i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann (Clifford, 2005;
Douglas, 2005a; 2006f; Hennessy agus Delaney,
1999). Tháirg roinnt daoine agus
gníomhaireachtaí, lena n-áirítear Collins (1997),
an DES (1999e; 2003d; 2003e; 2005f; 2006), Egan
(1998), Forbairt Ceannaireachta do Scoileanna
(2003), an NCCA (2004d; 2005b; 2005c) agus
Ridgway (2002a), treoir shonrach maidir le
pleanáil agus meastóireacht i gcóras na
mbunscoileanna. Díríonn an Coimisiún Eorpach
(2002) agus Hayes agus Claxton (2003) ar úsáid
táscairí cáilíochta chun measúnacht agus
meastóireacht a dhéanamh ar cháilíocht
seirbhísí COLO. Bhain roinnt foilseachán agus
láithreoireachtaí le Hooper (2005; 2006) agus an
NCNA (2000b; 2003c; 2006) le forbairt agus cur i
bhfeidhm chlár deimhnithe cáilíochta an Centre
of Excellence. Thug an European Commission
(2002), the European Commission Network on
Childcare (1996a) agus Ridgway (2002b)
peirspictíocht idirnáisiúnta ar théama na
Pleanála agus na Meastóireachta. Molann
Gunning (2003), Kelly (2000), Kilfeather et al.
(2005), Murphy (2006c) agus Uí Ghrádaigh
(2004i) straitéisí chun pleanáil agus
meastóireacht a chur chun cinn mar bhealach
lárnach chun feabhas a chur ar cháilíocht
seirbhísí COLO.
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17Department of Education and Science (2003d). Looking At Our School – An Aid to Self-evaluation in
Primary Schools. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Department of Education and Science (2003e). Fifty School Reports: What Inspectors Say – Quality of
Educational Provision in Primary Schools. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Department of Education and Science (2005f). An Evaluation of Curriculum Implementation in Primary
Schools – English, Mathematics and Visual Arts. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2006). An Evaluation of Planning in Thirty Primary Schools.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Douglas, F. (2005a). A Critique of ECERS as a Measure of Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care
(in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 183-195.

Douglas, F. (2006f). A Critique of ECERS as a Measure of Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care
(in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork:
Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 112-126.

Dunphy, E. (2006b). The Challenge of Assessing to Support Learning (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 16-31.

Egan, E. (1998). An Analysis of Key Issues in Planning a Strategy for the Implementation of the Revised
Primary Curriculum. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin. 

European Commission (2002). European Report on Quality Indicators of Lifelong Learning – Fifteen
Quality Indicators. Brussels: European Commission.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996a). Quality Targets in Services for Young Children.
Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile
Employment and Family Responsibilities.

Gunning, I. (2003). Learning Stories as an Assessment Tool. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference, Cork.

Hayes, N. and Claxton, J. (2003). New Process Quality Indicators from the IEA Preprimary Project
Observation Systems (in) Weikart, D., Olmsted, P. and Montie, J. (Eds.) with Hayes, N. and Ojala, M.
(2003). A World of Preschool Experience: Observations in 15 Countries. Michigan: High/Scope Press, pp.
227-240.

Hennessy, E. and Delaney, P. (1999). Using the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale in Ireland: Do
Parents and Service Providers Share its Values? Early Years: An International Journal of Research and
Development, Volume 19, No. 2, pp. 12-25.

Hooper, A. (2005). The National Children’s Nurseries Association Centre of Excellence Programme: A Tool
for Defining and Assessing Quality in the Irish Childcare System (in) Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (Ed.). (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 112-120.

Hooper, A. (2006). A Tool for Defining and Assessing Quality in the Irish Childcare System. Paper
presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early
Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Kelly, M. (2000). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual – A Personal Resource Manual for Child Care
Providers. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Kilfeather, P., O’Leary, M. and Varley, J. (2005). Hands-on Science – Tasks to Support Assessment for
Learning and Teaching. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.
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17 Leadership Development for Schools (2003). Leadership Development for Schools – Evaluation of the
Misneach Programme. Clare: Clare Education Centre.

Murphy, V. (2006c). How to Assess and Improve your Work Practice. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2000b). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual. Dublin:
National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003c). Centre of Excellence – Self Evaluation Profile. Dublin:
National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2006). All Ireland Centre of Excellence Award – Self Evaluation
Profile. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2004d). Assessment in Primary Schools – Draft. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005b). Primary Curriculum Review Phase 1: Final
Report. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005c). Primary Curriculum Review Phase 1: Summary
of Findings and Recommendations. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

Ridgway, A. (2002a). Towards the Integration of Teaching, Learning and Assessment: A Study of Junior
Classes in Selected Cork City Schools. Ph.D Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Ridgway, A. (2002b). Role of Assessment as an Integral Part of the Teaching/ Learning Continuum: Some
Experiences from the U.S. and Italy (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st
Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork:
OMEP (Ireland), pp. 215-233.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004i). Féinmheastóireacht (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 115-118.

Walsh, M. (2003). School Development Planning and Montessori Education in Ireland: An Investigative
Study. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.
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18 Play

In the early years, Play provides one of the most
important contexts for learning and
development and it is somewhat surprising that
more research relating to the Irish context has
not been generated. 

Play is one of the sixteen national Standards of
Síolta and is represented within the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research by 43
publications.

A focus on play facilities for children in hospital
has been provided by the Association for
Welfare of Children in Hospital (1993), Bannon
(2002; 2005), Children in Hospital Ireland (2002a)
and Children in Hospital Ireland and the Irish
Association for Hospital Play Specialists (2000).
Atkinson (2002), Brennan (2005a), Carswell
(2002), Douglas (2004b) and Murphy (1996a)
have espoused the correlation between the
quality of play opportunities provided and the
overall quality of the ECCE service provided. The
importance of outdoor play and a strategy for
its provision has formed the subject of a number
of pieces of research, including the BCCN
(2002b), Duffy (2006a; 2006b), South Dublin CCC
(2006b) and Webb (1997; 1999). Brennan
(2004a), Brennan and Connolly (2005), Hayes
(2003c; 2006c), Horgan (1991), IPPA (2004c),
Murphy (2004a), Ní Bhroin (2004) and Walsh
(2001) document the critical significance of
including play as an integral element of
curriculum and pedagogical practice in the early
years. An exploration of children’s participation
in socio-dramatic play has been undertaken by
Brennan (2005b; 2006a; 2006c). Halpenny (2006)
focuses on the opportunity for play for children
living in emergency accommodation, while
O’Toole (2005) asserts the importance of
symbolic play for children with Down Syndrome.
A rationale for a national play policy was
forwarded by Maam Children’s Playscheme,
Playshare (2003) and the National Play Policy
was published in 2004 (National Children’s
Office, 2004a; 2004b).

Association for Welfare of Children in Hospital (1993). Play Facilities for Child Patients in Irish Hospitals.
Dublin: Association for Welfare of Children in Hospital.

Atkinson, L. (2002). Play and Learning: The Value of Play in Early Childhood Education. M. Ed. Thesis.
Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Bannon, O. (2002). Play in Hospitals: Pre- and Post- Platt (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002).
Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 316-332.

Súgradh

Le linn na mblianta luatha, cuireann Súgradh
ceann de na comhthéacsanna foghlama agus
forbartha is tábhachtaí ar fáil, agus is cúis
iontais é nár táirgeadh níos mó taighde faoi i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. 

Tá Súgradh ar cheann de na sé Chaighdeán
náisiúnta déag de Síolta agus tá 43 foilseachán
ina leith sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde.

Chuir an Association for Welfare of Children in
Hospital (1993), Bannon (2002; 2005), Children
in Hospital Ireland (2002a) agus Children in
Hospital Ireland agus Irish Association for
Hospital Play Specialists (2000) taighde ar fáil le
fócas ar áiseanna súgartha do leanaí san
ospidéal. De réir Atkinson (2002), Brennan
(2005a), Carswell (2002), Douglas (2004b) agus
Murphy (1996a) tá nasc idir caighdeán na
ndeiseanna súgartha a chuirtear ar fáil agus
cáilíocht tríd is tríd na seirbhíse COLO. Bhain
roinnt píosaí taighde, lena n-áirítear an BCCN
(2002b), Duffy (2006a; 2006b), CCC Bhaile Átha
Cliath Theas (2006b) agus Webb (1997; 1999) le
tábhacht an tsúgartha lasmuigh agus straitéis
chun an súgradh sin a chur ar fáil. Déanann
Brennan (2004a), Brennan agus Connolly (2005),
Hayes (2003c; 2006c), Horgan (1991), IPPA
(2004c), Murphy (2004a), Ní Bhroin (2004) agus
Walsh (2001) cur síos ar an tábhacht shuntasach
a bhaineann le súgradh a chuimsiú mar ghné
lárnach den chleachtas curaclaim agus
oideolaíochta sna blianta luatha. Rinne Brennan
(2005b; 2006a; 2006c) taighde ar
rannpháirteachas leanaí i súgradh soch-
dhrámata. Díríonn Halpenny (2006) ar an deis
súgartha a bhíonn ag leanaí i gcóiríocht
éigeandála, agus míníonn O’Toole (2005) an
tábhacht a bhaineann le súgradh siombalach do
leanaí le Siondróm Down. Leag Maam Children’s
Playscheme, Playshare (2003) réasúnaíocht
amach do bheartas súgartha náisiúnta agus
foilsíodh an National Play Policy i 2004 (an Oifig
Náisiúnta Leanaí, 2004a; 2004b).
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18Bannon, O. (2005). An Enquiry Into the Play/ Educational Experiences of Preschool-aged Children in Irish
Hospitals. Ph.D Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2002b). Out Door Play: Design and Benefits. Monaghan: Border
Counties Childcare Network.

Brennan, C. (Ed.) (2004a). Power of Play: A Play Curriculum in Action. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood
Organisation.

Brennan, C. (2004b). Children of the Global Village: Playing the Way into Communities of Practice - Part
One (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 192-206.

Brennan, C. (2005a). Supporting Play – Supporting Quality (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 302-311.

Brennan, C. (2005b). Partners in Play: Children’s Participation in Socio-dramatic Play. Paper presented at
the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/
September 2005.

Brennan, C. (2006a). Partners in Play: A Study of Children’s Participation in Sociodramatic Play (in)
Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 32-43.

Brennan, C. (2006b). The Role of the Adult in Children’s Play. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland)
Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork,
April 2006.

Brennan, C. (2006c). Pretend You’re Mean to Me and I… - Reconstructing Social Rules in Play. Paper
presented at the 16th Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood
Education, Reykjavik, Iceland, August-September 2006.

Brennan, C. and Connolly, L. (2005). Power of Play: A Play Curriculum in Action – A Study of Theory and
Practice. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging,
Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Brennan, C. and McCormack, M. (2004). The Right to Play – Submission to the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child 2004. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation.

Carswell, D. (2002). Child’s Play? An Exploration into the Quality of Childcare Processes. Dublin: IPPA,
The Early Childhood Organisation.

Children in Hospital Ireland (2002a). Update on Play Facilities Report. Dublin: Children in Hospital Ireland.

Children in Hospital Ireland and the Irish Association for Hospital Play Specialists (2000). The Hospital
Playlink. Dublin: Children in Hospital Ireland.

DHR for Ballymun Regeneration Ltd. (1998). Children’s Play. Questionnaire Analysis: ‘Where I Play’.
Dublin: Ballymun Regeneration Limited.

Donnelly, P. (2003b). Wondering through Play and Language: Young Children as Philosophers. Paper
presented at IPPA Conference, Promoting Quality Early Childhood Services, Dublin, September 2003. 

Douglas, F. (2004b). The Power of Play. Paper presented at the National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment Conference, Towards a Framework for Early Learning, Dublin Castle, December 2004.

Duffy, C. (2006a). Promoting Outdoor Play through Learning Stories. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.
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18 Duffy, C. (2006b). Promoting Outdoor Play Through Learning Stories. Paper presented at the 16th
Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/
September 2006.

Halpenny, A. (2006). Play Opportunities for Children Living in Families in Emergency Accommodation.
Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the
Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Hayes, N. (2003c). Play, Care and Learning: Creating an Integrated Curriculum for Early Childhood
Education in Ireland (in) Karlsson Lohmander, M. (Ed.) (2003). Care, Play and Learning: Curricula for
Early Childhood Education Volume 5, Researching Early Childhood. Göteborg: Early Childhood Research
and Development Centre, Göteborg University, pp. 69-81.

Hayes, N. (2006c). Play as a Pedagogical Tool in Early Years Education. Presentation at the International
Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward,
Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Horgan, M. (1991). Aspects of Play in the Junior Infant Classroom. Irish Educational Studies, Spring,
Volume 10, pp. 67-81.

IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation (2004c). Supported Learning in Early Childhood Through a Play
Curriculum. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation.

Kennedy, M. (2004). National Play Policy. Paper presented at Promoting Quality Early Childhood Services
Conference, Limerick, May 2004.

Lally, K. (2006). Work and Play in Visual Art Education: Approaches by Froebel Students. Presentation at
the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From Play to Work – Taking
Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Maam Children’s Playscheme, Playshare (2003). A National Play Policy for all Children: The Case for a
National Play Policy for all Children Regardless of Age. Galway: Maam Children’s Playscheme, Playshare.

Murphy, B. (2004a). Irish Senior Infant Classroom Practice - A Case of Imaginary Play? (in) Horgan, M.
and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 71-84.

Murphy, M. (1996a). Becoming a Positive and Effective Parent – The Importance of Play for Children and
Parents. Journal of Child Centred Practice, Volume 3, No. 1, pp. 69-79.

National Children’s Office (2004a). Ready, Steady Play - A National Play Policy. Dublin: National
Children’s Office.

National Children’s Office (2004b). Ready, Steady Play - A National Play Policy: Executive Summary.
Dublin: National Children’s Office.

Ní Bhroin, M. (2004). The Interrelationship between Art, Play and the ‘Real’ Life of the Child in Junior
Infants. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

O’Toole. C. (2005). The Relationship between Preverbal Behaviours and Language Development:
Investigating Symbolic Play and Language Development in Children with Down Syndrome (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 241-253.

Playtime Pre-School (2000). Playtime! Play Ideas from the Playtime Playgroup, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo.
Mayo: Playtime Pre-School.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006b). Outdoor Play Resource Pack. Dublin: South Dublin
County Childcare Committee.
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18Swan, D. (1990). Play, Practicality and Policy in Irish Education. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 9, No.
1, pp. 278-288.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004c). Súgradh (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí
0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 17-20.

Walsh, N. (2001). Children’s Perceptions and Experiences of Play: A Case Study of One Dublin Primary
School. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Webb, M. (1997). Grounds for Play. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Webb, R. (1999). Public Policy on Children’s Play in Ireland. An Examination on Central and Local
Government Policies on Children’s Play in Public Areas. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational
Research and The Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 197



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 198



Professional Practice

Cleachtas Gairmiúil

19

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 199



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

200

19 Professional Practice

Research, both nationally and internationally, has
focused on the positive correlation between a
practitioner’s level of training and qualifications
and the quality of care and education provided
for young children. The work of the group
devising the National Childcare Training Strategy
will be of critical importance in guiding and
informing the way to improve the levels of
qualifications for all adults working in the early
years and provide opportunities for ongoing
professional development. 

As an integral Standard in Síolta, the National
Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education, this theme is comprised of 144
publications Following a process of thematic
analysis, the following sub-themes emerged:

• Training and Education [44]

• Qualifications and Practice [47]

• Continuing Professional Development [20]

• Guidelines and Supports for Practitioners [23]

• International Perspectives [10]

Training and Education

Training and Education in the ECCE sector forms,
unsurprisingly, the largest sub-theme of this
section. The training and education of primary
teachers that work in the infant classes of
schools has formed the focus of a number of
researchers, including Byrne (1999), Coolahan
(2003), the DES (2002d; 2005a), the Gender
Equality Unit (2006), and the INTO (1993b;
1995b). A number of organisations have
completed or commissioned research in relation
to the training needs of its constituents or the
feasibility of establishing training and education
courses (Bernard, 1998a; BCCN, 2003a; Cavan
CCC, 2003c; Centre for Social and Educational
Research, 1998b; Gilsenan, 2006; Kane, 2005b;
Kavanagh and Healy-Magwa, 2005; 2006; Kelly,
1999a; Kildare CCC, 2006a; Unique Perspectives,
2004). Abbott (1999), Burns (2006), Dinneen
(2003; 2006), Donohoe (2003), Dunphy (1999),
Healy (1999), Horgan (2003), Horgan and
Douglas (2000), Kearns (2006), Kernan (1999)
and Ridgway (2004; 2006a) provide a variety of
approaches to conducting education and
training for early years practitioners. Issues of
diversity within the training and education of
early years professionals emerges in the research
of a number of commentators, including Cooke
(2001), Cooke et al. (2002), Murray (1995) and
Murray and O’Doherty (2001). 

Cleachtas Gairmiúil

Dhírigh taighde náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta ar an
nasc dearfach idir leibhéal oiliúna agus cáilíochtaí
cleachtóra agus caighdeán an chúraim agus an
oideachais a chuirtear ar fáil do leanaí óga. Beidh
obair an ghrúpa atá ag dearadh na Straitéise
Náisiúnta um Oiliúint faoi Chúram Leanaí
ríthábhachtach chun treoir agus faisnéis a
thabhairt faoi conas feabhas a chur ar leibhéil
cháilíochtaí na ndaoine fásta uile ag obair i
réimse na mblianta luatha agus conas deiseanna
a chur ar fáil d'fhorbairt ghairmiúil leanúnach. 

Mar Chaighdeán lárnach Síolta, an Chreatlach
Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d'Oideachas na Luath-
Óige, cuimsíonn an téama seo 144 foilseachán. I
ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, cruthaíodh na fo-
théamaí seo a leanas:

• Oiliúint agus Oideachas [44]

• Cáilíochtaí agus Cleachtas [47]

• Forbairt Ghairmiúil Leanúnach [20]

• Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do Chleachtóirí [23]

• Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta [10]

Oiliúint agus Oideachas

Ní aon ionadh go bhfuil Oiliúint agus Oideachas
san earnáil COLO mar an fo-théama is mó sa
chuid seo. Bhain fócas roinnt taighdeoirí, lena n-
áirítear Byrne (1999), Coolahan (2003), an DES
(2002d; 2005a), an tAonad um Chomhionannas
Inscne (2006), agus an INTO (1993b; 1995b) le
hoiliúint agus oideachas na múinteoirí bunscoile a
oibríonn i ranganna naíonán scoileanna.
Chríochnaigh nó choimisiúnaigh roinnt
eagraíochtaí taighde ar riachtanais oiliúna a mball
nó ar an bhféidearthacht cúrsaí oiliúna agus
oideachais a bhunú (Bernard, 1998a; BCCN, 2003a;
CCC an Chabháin, 2003c; an tIonad um Thaighde
Sóisialta agus Oideachais, 1998b; Gilsenan, 2006;
Kane, 2005b; Kavanagh agus Healy-Magwa, 2005;
2006; Kelly, 1999a; CCC Chill Dara, 2006a; Unique
Perspectives, 2004). Míníonn Abbott (1999), Burns
(2006), Dinneen (2003; 2006), Donohoe (2003),
Dunphy (1999), Healy (1999), Horgan (2003),
Horgan agus Douglas (2000), Kearns (2006),
Kernan (1999) agus Ridgway (2004; 2006a) roinnt
cur chuige maidir le hoideachas agus oiliúint a
chur ar fáil do chleachtóirí na mblianta luatha.
Tagann saincheisteanna maidir le héagsúlacht in
oiliúint agus oideachas dhaoine gairmiúla na
mblianta luatha chun cinn i dtaighde roinnt
tráchtairí, lena n-airítear Cooke (2001), Cooke et
al. (2002), Murray (1995) agus Murray agus
O’Doherty (2001). 
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19Abbott, L. (1999). Training to Work in the Early Years: Revisiting the Climbing Frame (in) Dublin Institute
of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice
and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Bernard, J. (1998a). Feasibility Study Towards the Establishment of a BA in Early Childhood Studies.
Galway: NUI Galway Adult and Open Learning Department.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2003a). School Age Childcare Training and Networking Report.
Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Burns, K. (2006). Service User as Educator? User Knowledges and Participation in Professional Education
and Training (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 90-103. 

Byrne, C. (1999). Education for Early Years Teachers (in) Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999).
Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and Policy in Early
Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Byrne, M. (2003a). Equality of Opportunity for Adult Learners: Transforming the Delivery of Training in
the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a).
Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference
2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 219-238.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003c). A Career in Childcare: Training Available. Cavan: Cavan
County Childcare Committee.

Centre for Social and Educational Research (1998b). Identification of Training Needs of the Childcare
Sector. Report undertaken on behalf of the Subgroup on Registration, Training and Qualifications of
the Expert Working Group on Childcare. (Unpublished).

Centre for Social and Educational Research (2001). Evaluation of the Part-time NCVA Level 2 Childcare
Course, Inchicore College of Further Education. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Commission of the European Communities (1995). Teaching and Learning – Towards the Learning
Society. White Paper on Education and Training. Brussels: Commission of the European Communities.

Cooke, M. (2001). A Qualitative Study in a Third Level College in Dublin: Exploring the Training of Early
Year Education Professionals Dealing with Diversity. M. Phil. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

Cooke, M., Fitzpatrick, A. and Walsh, P. (2002). Diversity Education of Early Years Students in the Dublin
Institute of Technology (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century –
Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 253-268.

Coolahan, J. (2003). Attracting, Developing and Retaining Effective Teachers – Country Background
Report for Ireland. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Department of Education and Science (2002d). Preparing Teachers for the 21st Century. Report of the
Working Group on Primary Pre-service Teacher Education. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2005a). Beginning to Teach – Newly Qualified Teachers in Irish
Primary Schools. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Dinneen, F. (2003). Work Based Learning (or Experiential Learning) as a Teaching Technique and a
Learning Strategy in Higher Education with Specific Reference to the Training of the Early Years
Practitioner (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 239-253.
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19 Dinneen, F. (2006). ‘How Professionalism Defines the Effective Educarer’: A Reflection on the Theme –
Training for a New Profession (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 130-
141. 

Donohoe, P. (2003). Gauging the Students Preferred Learning Modality as a Foundation for Future
Learning (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 110-127.

Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group (1993). Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group
File. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Dunphy, L. (1999). Pedagogy in Early Childhood Teacher Preparation. Paper presented at the Third
Warwick International Early Years Conference, April 1999.

Gender Equality Unit (2006). Males Into Primary Teaching – Report of the Primary Education Committee.
Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Gilsenan, J. (2006). Professional Development Report – Baseline Research Project to Support
Development of the Childcare Sector. Kilkenny: Kilkenny County Childcare Committee.

Gunning, I. (2006). Combined Practice and Theory in IPPA Early Childhood Care and Education Training.
Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood
Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Hayes, N. (2004e). Reconceptualising Care in Early Childhood Teacher Education in Ireland. Paper
presented at the EECERA Conference, Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis,
Malta, September 2004.

Healy, C. (1999). Opening New Pathways to Training and Qualifications (in) Dublin Institute of
Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and
Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Horgan, M. (2003). Preparation for Practice: From Proselytised to Professional. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference, Cork.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (2000). Educating the Educators - Proceedings of Conference on Teacher
Education: The Training of Early Years Educators in the Republic of Ireland. Dublin: Educational Studies
Association of Ireland.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1993b). The Professional Development of Teachers. Dublin: Irish
National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995b). Educating Teachers. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’
Organisation.

Kane, C. (2005b). Training to Teach and Care: A Study of the Training Needs of Childcare Providers in
County Mayo. Mayo: Mayo County Childcare Committee.

Kavanagh, R. and Healy-Magwa, N. (2005). Professional Development in the Childcare Sector in
Waterford City and County – A Discussion Paper. Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Kavanagh, R. and Healy-Magwa, N. (2006). Professional Development in the Childcare Sector in
Waterford City and County: A Discussion Paper (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early
Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 104-129.

Kearns, A. (2006). Effective Teaching Methods with Adult Learners. Paper presented at the Annual
EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September
2006.
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19Kelly, M. (1999a). A Review of Childcare Training in the Finglas Cabra Area 1996-1999. Dublin: Finglas
Cabra Partnership.

Kernan, M. (1999). Preparing to Work with Young Children; Two Models of Training Compared (in)
Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International
Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2006a). Pathways to Training. Kildare: Kildare County Childcare
Committee.

Mac Aogáin, E. (1995). An Ghaeilge (in) Ní Dheá, E., Ní Neachtain, M. agus Ó Dubhghaill, A. (Eag.). Na
Teangacha Neamhfhorleathana agus Oiliúint Múinteoirí: Ag Díriú ar an nGné Eorapach. Luimneach:
Coláiste Mhuire gan Smál, pp. 8-25. 

Maunsell, C. (2005). Irish Student Teachers’ Understanding and Perceptions of Human Rights Education:
The Implications for Early Childhood Education. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young
Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Murray, C. (1995). Side by Side. A Child Care Course for Travellers. Dublin: Barnardos.

Murray, C. and O’Doherty, A. (2001). ‘Éist’ - Respecting Diversity in Early Childhood Care, Education and
Training. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Ní Mhaolain, N. (1995). Riachtanais Oiliúna na Gaelscolaíochta. Gaelscoileanna, Geimhreadh, Volume 20,
No. 1, pp. 13-15.

Ridgway, A. (2004). Students Experiences on Practice Placement During their B.A. Degree in Early
Childhood Studies in UCC (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 93-103.

Ridgway, A. (2006a). Practice Placement: A Mentoring Approach (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 83-89.

Unique Perspectives (2004). Childcare Training Needs Assessment. Dublin: Unique Perspectives.

Qualifications and Practice

The sub-theme of Qualifications and Practice is
another large category under the theme of
Professional Practice. Area Development
Management (2002), Bernard (1997), Cox (2006),
Hearns (1998), Murphy (2006) and Rhodes and
Hennessy (2000) have focused on the
relationship between practitioner qualifications
and the quality of ECCE services provided. A
number of government departments and
agencies have produced policy guidelines and
legislative frameworks that inform the levels
and nature of qualifications necessary in the
early years, including Coolahan (2003), the
Department of Education (1994b), the DES
(1999h), the DJELR (1998b; 2002b), the National
Qualifications Authority of Ireland (2001) and
the Teaching Council (2006). Byrne (2006),
Glockai (1995), the INTO (2006b) and Walsh
(2006) have addressed, at practice level, the
issue of teacher and staff qualifications within

Cáilíochtaí agus Cleachtas

Is catagóir mhór eile faoin téama Cleachtas
Gairmiúil é an fo-théama Cáilíochtaí agus
Cleachtas. Dhírigh Area Development
Management (2002), Bernard (1997), Cox (2006),
Hearns (1998), Murphy (2006) agus Rhodes agus
Hennessy (2000) ar an gcaidreamh idir
cáilíochtaí cleachtóirí agus caighdeán na
seirbhísí COLO a chuirtear ar fáil. Tháirg roinnt
rann agus gníomhaireachtaí rialtais, lena n-
áirítear Coolahan (2003), an Roinn Oideachais
(1994b), an DES (1999h), an DJELR (1998b;
2002b), Údarás Náisiúnta Cáilíochtaí na hÉireann
(2001) agus an Chomhairle Teagaisc (2006),
treoirlínte beartais agus creatlaigh reachtaíochta
a thugann treoir faoi leibhéil agus cineálacha na
gcáilíochtaí ar gá leo sna blianta luatha.  Thug
Byrne (2006), Glockai (1995), an INTO (2006b)
agus Walsh (2006) aghaidh, ar leibhéal an
chleachtais, ar an tsaincheist maidir le cáilíochtaí
múinteoirí agus foirne i mbunscoileanna. Bhain
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19 primary schools. The challenge of providing
accreditation for prior learning has formed the
subject of a number of pieces of research,
including that of Kelly (1994) and OMNA
(2000e; 2002f; 2002g). The OMNA (2000a; 200b)
project was also instrumental in documenting
the core skills and knowledge essential to work
in the early years sector and potential strategies
to accommodate work-based training (OMNA,
2000c; 2000h; 2000k; 2000l, 2000m). Specific
aspects of qualifications and practice, such as
reflective practice (Banks, 2006), gender
differences (Russell, 2004) and accommodating
diversity (Willoughby, 2004) have also been
researched in the Irish context. 

Area Development Management (2002). Staffing, Quality and Childcare Provision: An Evaluation of the
Community Support Strand of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 1998-2000. Report
Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Banks, T. (2006). Mind the Gap – Reflective Practice in Childcare. Ireland: Trish Banks.

Bernard, J. (1997). Training – The Key to Quality: A Training Needs Analysis of Early Years Staff in the
Western Health Board Region. Mayo: The Council for the West.

Byrne, C. (2006). Challenges for the Teaching Profession (in) Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006).
Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative Conference on Education.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 115-125.

Coolahan, J. (2003). Attracting, Developing and Retaining Effective Teachers – Country Background
Report for Ireland. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Cox, W. (2006). Bringing the Learning Back with You – Outcomes of Childcare Training for Adult
Learners and for the Quality of Childcare Provision in the Canal Communities Area. Dublin: Canal
Communities Partnership.

Department of Education (1994b). Child Care Assistants Employed in Early Start Preschools (Pilot
Project). Qualifications and Conditions of Service. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (1999g). Qualifications (Education and Training) Bill. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999h). Qualifications (Education and Training) Act. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1998b). Employment Equality Act. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2002b). Quality Childcare and Life Long Learning:
Model Framework for Education, Training and Professional Development in the Early Childhood Care
and Education Sector. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Glocklai (1995). Preschool Teachers and the Early Start Scheme. Glocklai, Volume 2, No. 374, November,
p. 28.

Granville, G. (2003). A Framework for Inclusion? Issues and Problems in Catering for Diversity within a
National Qualifications Framework. Paper presented at Educational Studies Association of Ireland
Annual Conference, April 2003.

roinnt píosaí taighde leis an dúshlán creidiúnú a
chur ar fáil do réamhfhoghlaim, lena n-áirítear
taighde Kelly (1994) agus OMNA (2000e; 2002f;
2002g). Chabhraigh an tionscadal OMNA (2000a;
200b) freisin le taifeadadh na scileanna lárnacha
agus an eolais riachtanaigh chun oibriú in
earnáil na mblianta luatha agus straitéisí
poitéinsiúla chun freastal ar oiliúint obair-
bhunaithe (OMNA, 2000c; 2000h; 2000k; 2000l,
2000m). Rinneadh taighde ar ghnéithe sonracha
cáilíochtaí agus cleachtais, cosúil le cleachtas
machnamhach (Banks, 2006), difríochtaí inscne
(Russell, 2004) agus freastal ar éagsúlacht
(Willoughby, 2004) i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. 
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19Hearns, S. (1998). The Impact of Training on Workers in Early Childhood Education: An Evaluation of the
Foundation Course in Playgroup Practice. M. Litt. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006b). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of Nov ’05
Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kelly, M. (1994). Can You Credit it? Implications of Accreditation for Learners and Groups in the
Community Sector. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency with AONTAS and NOW Initiative Support Structure.

Madigan, I. (2003b). What do we want for Children? (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a).
Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference
2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 210-218.

McCormack, M. (2004). Children of the Global Village: Playing the Way into Communities of Practice -
Part Two (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 207-217.

Murphy, E. (2006). Training – Transition – Transformation: Researching the Link between Training and
Practice in Early Years Education and Care (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A
Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 61-
71.

Murphy, P. (2006). Training, Transition, Transformation in Early Years Education and Care (in) Hayes, N.
(Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 142-163. 

National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (2001). Towards a National Framework of Qualifications - A
Discussion Document. Dublin: National Qualifications Authority of Ireland.

Nic Ghiolla Mhichíl, M. (2004). Maoirseacht i gCúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 119-122.

Noonan Walsh, P. (2001). Professional Education and Enhancing the Direct Care Profession in Ireland,
North and South. Dublin: University College Dublin.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (1998). Accompaniment – A Milestone Towards Quality. OMNA - DIT/NOW Project
Group Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000a). Guide to Essential Skills and Knowledge for Early Childhood Care and
Education. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000b). Life is a Learning Curve. Essential Skills and Knowledge for Early Childhood
Care and Education: Criteria of Competence for Individual Learners. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000c). Life is a Learning Curve. What is WBT in Early Childhood Care and
Education? Work Based Training: Trainee Information Booklet. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational
Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000d). The Final Report of OMNA - DIT/NOW Early Childhood Project 1995. Life is a
Learning Curve. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000e). Life is a Learning Curve. What is APL in Early Childhood Care and Education:
Accreditation of Prior Learning - Candidate Information Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000f). Life is a Learning Curve. What is APL in Early Childhood Care and Education?
Accreditation of Prior Learning: Providers Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.
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19 OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000g). Life is a Learning Curve. Accreditation of Prior Learning: Mentor/ Assessor
Survival Kit. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000h). Life is a Learning Curve. Sample Forms for WBT (Work Based Training) and
APL (Accreditation of Prior Learning). Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000i). Life is a Learning Curve. Early Childhood Care and Education: Learner’s
Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000j). Life is a Learning Curve. General Information Booklet. Dublin: Centre for
Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000k). Life is a Learning Curve. Work Based Training, Mentor/ Assessor Survival Kit.
Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000l). Life is a Learning Curve. Portfolio Building Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social
and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000m). Life is a Learning Curve. Work Based Training, Providers Guide. Dublin:
Centre for Social and Educational Research.

O’Sullivan, M. (1998). Employment Potential within the Child Care Sector. Dublin: Barnardos and Area
Development Management.

Rhodes, S. and Hennessy, E. (2000). The Effects of Specialised Training on Caregivers and Children in
Early Years Settings: An Evaluation of the Foundation Course in Playgroup Practice. Early Childhood
Research Quarterly, Volume 15, No. 4, pp. 559-576.

Russell, C. (2004). Gender Differences in Behaviour and Behaviour Management. Paper presented at
Men in Childcare, Caring for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

Shiel, G. and Hogan, J. (1997). Teaching Beginning Reading: A Survey of Teachers of Pupils in First Class.
Irish Educational Studies, Volume 16, Spring, pp. 235-249.

Teaching Council (2006). Draft Codes of Professional Conduct for Teachers. Kildare: Teaching Council.

Urban, M. and Murray, C. (2006). Changing Habit(us). Perspectives on Change, Resistance and
Professional Development. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture
in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Waldron, F. (1992). Child Education and Liberating Pedagogy: An Exploration of the Relevance of
Freirean Pedagogy to Child Education. M. Eq.St. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Walsh, M. (2006). Leading Early Years Learning (in) Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006). Leading
Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin:
Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 86-89.

Willoughby, M. (2004). Every Child Matters – Developing Anti-Discriminatory Practice in Early Childhood
Services. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Continuing Professional Development

The critical importance of Continuing Professional
Development for ECCE practitioners has formed
the basis of a number of research projects in the
Irish context. Barnardos and the INTO
Professional Development Unit (2006a; 2006b)
and Graham (2005) have reported on a specific
continuing professional development programme

Forbairt Ghairmiúil Leanúnach

Tá tábhacht na Forbartha Gairmiúla Leanúnaí
do chleachtóirí COLO mar bhunús roinnt
tionscadal taighde i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann.
Thug Barnardos agus Aonad Forbartha
Gairmiúla an INTO (2006a; 2006b) agus Graham
(2005) tuairisc faoi chlár sonrach um fhorbairt
ghairmiúil leanúnach d’fhoireann agus
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19for the staff and management of Traveller
Preschools. Brennan (2005; 2006a; 2006b)
addresses the importance of reflective practice
and mentoring to developing the skills and
knowledge of practitioners. Coolahan (2003),
Fallon (2006b) and the Leadership Development
for Schools (2003) project have examined
continuing professional development for teachers
and principals working in primary schools. An
evaluation of the impact of continuing
professional development on the quality of
practice has been documented by Duignan
(2005c), Marley (1996), Murphy (2004) and Smith
(2006). International perspectives and strategies
to deliver continuing professional development
programmes have been published by Hayes and
Vasconcelos (2005) and Hayes et al. (2006). 

Barnardos and INTO Professional Development Unit (2006a). In-Career Development Programme for Staff
and Management of Traveller Pre-Schools. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Barnardos and INTO Professional Development Unit (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - In-Career
Development Programme for Staff and Management of Traveller Pre-Schools: Executive Summary.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Brennan, M. (2005). Mentoring as a Framework for Professional Development. Paper presented at the
EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/
September 2005.

Brennan, M. (2006a). Mentoring as a Framework for Professional Development (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.)
(2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 72-82. 

Brennan, M. (2006b). Becoming a Reflective Practitioner. Paper presented at the 16th Annual EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Reykjavik, Iceland,
August–September 2006.

Coolahan, J. (2003). Attracting, Developing and Retaining Effective Teachers – Country Background
Report for Ireland. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Duignan, M. (2003). A Problem-based Learning Approach to Continuing Professional Education for Pre-
school Officers in the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector in Ireland: Rationale and Curriculum
Design. MA. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Duignan, M. (2005c). A Consideration of the Role and Nature of Continuing Professional Development
in the Achievement of Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education Services in Ireland. Paper
presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation,
Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Fallon, J. (2006b). The National Quality Framework in Early Childhood Education (in) Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05
Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 100-104.

Graham, I. (2005). Training Staff in Traveller Preschools. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference,
Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Hayes, N. and Vasconcelos, T. (2005). Practising Teachers Evaluate their Training Retrospectively –
Portuguese and Irish Teachers. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

bainistíocht Réamhscoileanna an Luchta Siúil.
Tugann Brennan (2005; 2006a; 2006b) aghaidh
ar an tábhacht a bhaineann le cleachtas
machnamhach agus meantóireacht chun
scileanna agus eolas cleachtóirí a fhorbairt.
Rinne Coolahan (2003), Fallon (2006b) agus an
tionscadal um Fhorbairt Ceannaireachta do
Scoileanna (2003) scrúdú ar fhorbairt ghairmiúil
leanúnach do mhúinteoirí agus príomhoidí ag
obair i mbunscoileanna. Rinne Duignan (2005c),
Marley (1996), Murphy (2004) agus Smith (2006)
meastóireacht ar thionchar na forbartha
gairmiúla leanúnaí ar chaighdeán an
chleachtais. D’fhoilsigh Hayes agus Vasconcelos
(2005) agus Hayes et al. (2006) peirspictíochtaí
idirnáisiúnta agus straitéisí chun cláir um
fhorbairt ghairmiúil leanúnach a sheachadadh. 
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19 Hayes, N., Bae, B., Dunlop, A., Johansson, J., Karlsson-Lohmander, M., Pramling, I., Rhedding-Jones, J.,
Sollars, V. and Urban, M. (2006). Realising the European Heritages in Early Childhood Education and
Care through a Joint European Masters Programme. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Leadership Development for Schools (2003). Leadership Development for Schools – Evaluation of the
Misneach Programme. Clare: Clare Education Centre.

Logan, A. (1991). Pupil Opinion – A Contribution to Child-Centred Theory and to Curriculum and Staff
Development. D. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Marley, P. (1996). Changing Teachers Attitudes Towards Inclusive Education: The Effectiveness of a Short
In-service Programme. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Murphy, E. (2004). Training Transition Transformation: The Study of an IPPA Quality Improvement
Programme in Cork City and County. M. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Murphy, R. (2004). The Parent and Family Involvement Project: Skills for Early Years Educators (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 104-115.

Murphy, V. (2006c). How to Assess and Improve your Work Practice. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

Roche, M. (2003). Setting the “What if” Free: Some Theoretical Perspectives on Talking and Thinking in
an Infant Classroom - An Investigation into one Teacher’s Practice (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.)
(2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 153-175.

Smith, A. (2006). How and Why Does On-site Support Work in Early Childhood Services? Paper
presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education,
Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Guidelines and Supports for Practitioners

Guidelines and Supports for Practitioners to
promote their Professional Practice have been
published by a number of organisations and
individuals. Barnardos (2006a), Childminding
Ireland (2000b), Holt and Pugh (2004), the INTO
(1997a; 1997b), the OMC (2006a), South Dublin
CCC and Uí Ghrádaigh (2002) have produced
general practical guidelines for practitioners to
enhance their practice in ECCE settings.
Guidance for managers of settings in relation to
the recruitment and retention of staff has also
been published by Barnardos and Area
Development Management (1999) and Byrne
(2002). Training manuals and guidance for
specific aspects of practice have been published
by a number of organisations and individuals,
such as the Preschool Regulations (Canavan and
Gibbons, 1998), dealing with children with social
and emotional problems (INTO, 1995c) and
diversity education (INTO, 2002; National
Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism, 2001; OMC, 2006b; O’Reilly,
1993). Waterford CCC (2003b) and Doherty

Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do Chleachtóirí

D’fhoilsigh roinnt eagraíochtaí agus daoine
Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do Chleachtóirí chun
cabhrú leo ina gCleachtas Gairmiúil. D’eisigh
Barnardos (2006a), Feighlíocht Leanaí Éireann
(2000b), Holt agus Pugh (2004), an INTO (1997a;
1997b), OMC (2006a), CCC Bhaile Átha Cliath
Theas agus Uí Ghrádaigh (2002) treoirlínte
praiticiúla ginearálta do chleachtóirí chun
feabhas a chur ar a gcleachtas i suímh COLO.
D’fhoilsigh Barnardos agus Bainistíocht
Forbartha Ceantair (1999) agus Byrne (2002)
treoir do bhainisteoirí suíomh maidir le hearcú
agus coinneáil foirne. D’fhoilsigh roinnt
eagraíochtaí lámhleabhair agus treoir maidir le
gnéithe sonracha an chleachtais, cosúil leis na
Rialacháin Réamhscoile (Canavan agus Gibbons,
1998), déileáil le leanaí le fadhbanna sóisialta
agus mothúchánacha (INTO, 1995c) agus
oideachas ar éagsúlacht (INTO, 2002; an Coiste
Comhairleach Náisiúnta ar Chiníochas agus
Idirchultúrachas, 2001; OMC, 2006b; O’Reilly,
1993). Tháirg CCC Phort Láirge (2003b) agus
Doherty (2003) eolairí faoi na cúrsaí oiliúna agus
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19(2003) have produced directories of training and
education courses available, the former in the
Waterford region and the latter documenting
such provision nationwide.

Barnardos (2006a). Sharing Good Practice: Practical Guidance for Childcare Practitioners. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos and Area Development Management (1999). Staffing a Preschool/ Day Care Service –
Recruiting with Confidence. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Byrne, M. (2002). Personnel Practice in Early Years Services – A Guide. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1998). Child Care Act (1991) Part (V11) Supervision of Child Care Services:
A Training Manual. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Childminding Ireland (2000b). Guidelines for Good Practice for Childminders. Wicklow: Childminding
Ireland.

Doherty, S. (2003). National Directory of Childcare and Social Care Courses 2003/2004. Limerick:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Holt, S. and Pugh, E. (2004). After School+: A Practice Guide for Providers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995c). Meeting the Needs of Children with Social and Emotional
Problems: Guidelines for Teachers. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1997a). Infant Education, Volume 1. A Manual for Tutors on
Infant Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation. 

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1997b). Infant Education, Volume 2. A Manual for Tutors on
Infant Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2002). Intercultural Guidelines for Schools: Valuing Difference,
Combating Racism, Promoting Inclusiveness and Equality. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kelly, M. (2000). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual – A Personal Resource Manual for Child Care
Providers. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2001). Guidelines on Anti-Racism and
Intercultural Training. Dublin: National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism.

National Reading Initiative (2001). Training Video for the Early Years – Read it Again: Sharing Books
with Children. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

O’Doherty, A. and O’Doherty, P. (2000). A Career in Child Care: Resource Pack for Schools and Centres.
Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006a). National Guidelines for Childminders. Dublin: Office of the
Minister for Children.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006b). Diversity and Equality Guidelines for Childcare Providers.
Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

O’Reilly, M. (1993). With Travellers – A Handbook for Teachers. Dublin: Blackrock Teachers Centre. 

Ruane, M. (2002). Growing Together: A Resource Manual for Facilitators of Parenting Groups. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

oideachais atá ar fáil, leis an gcéad eolaire ag
liostú an tsoláthair i réigiún Phort Láirge agus
an dara ceann ag liostú an tsoláthair ar fud na
tíre.
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19 Smith, J. (2004). To Do or Not To Do…Ethical Practice Guidelines. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries
Association.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006a). Childcare Training Guide. Dublin: South Dublin
County Childcare Committee.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2002). Cúram agus Oideachas Luathóige – Treoirleabhar: Cúrsa Oiliúna i
gCúram Leanaí le Gaeilge. Gaillimh: Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Waterford City and County Childcare Committees (2003). Guide to Training in Childcare and Social Care
in Waterford. Waterford: Waterford City and County Childcare Committees.

International Perspectives

A number of researchers have studied and
documented International Perspectives of
Professional Practice. Hogan (1998), Horgan and
Douglas (1995c), Jordan (2006) and Ryan (2002b)
have completed cross-national comparisons of
the situation in Ireland with international
jurisdictions. A particular focus on the
comparisons between policy and practice in
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland has
been facilitated by Kenny and McLaughlin
(2004) and Noonan Walsh (2001). Katz et al.
(2006) and Ridgway (2002b) have documented
assessment and evaluation practices
internationally, which is of value for developing
similar processes in the Irish context.

Hogan, F. (1998). A Comparative Study of Early Years Teacher Education in the European Union with
Special Emphasis on the Situation in Ireland. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (1995c). The Professional Development of Early Childhood Educators in
Ireland and Germany. International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 17, No. 1, pp. 19-27.

Jordan, R. (2006). Provision for the Early Years: Ireland and International (in) Irish National Teachers’
Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative
Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 71-74.

Katz, L., Bennett, T., Vasconcelos, T., Hayes, N., Sivropoulou, R., Evangelou, D., Dafermou, H. and Loizou,
E. (2006). Issues in Evaluating Teacher Training. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference,
Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Kenny, M. and McLaughlin, H. (2004). Diversity in Early Years Education North and South - Implications
for Teacher Education. Armagh: The Centre for Cross Border Studies.

Noonan Walsh, P. (2001). Professional Education and Enhancing the Direct Care Profession in Ireland,
North and South. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Peeters, J. (2005). Promoting Diversity and Equality in Early Childhood Care, Education and Training –
Men in Childcare (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions
of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education,
pp. 152-161.

Ridgway, A. (2002b). Role of Assessment as an Integral Part of the Teaching/ Learning Continuum: Some
Experiences from the U.S. and Italy (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st
Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork:
OMEP (Ireland), pp. 215-233.

Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta

Rinne roinnt taighdeoirí staidéar agus cur síos ar
Pheirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta ar Chleachtas
Gairmiúil. Rinne Hogan (1998), Horgan agus
Douglas (1995c), Jordan (2006) agus Ryan
(2002b) comparáidí trasnáisiúnta idir an staid in
Éirinn agus dlínsí idirnáisiúnta. Bhí fócas ar leith
ag Kenny agus McLaughlin (2004) agus Noonan
Walsh (2001) ar an gcomparáid idir beartas agus
cleachtas i dTuaisceart Éireann agus i bPoblacht
na hÉireann. Rinne Katz et al. (2006) agus
Ridgway (2002b) cur síos ar chleachtais
mheasúnachta agus mheastóireachta go
hidirnáisiúnta, atá luachmhar ó thaobh próisis
chomhchosúla a fhorbairt i gcomhthéacs na
hÉireann.
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19Ryan, N. (2002b). Insights into the École Maternelle in France – Implications for Practice in the Republic
of Ireland (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research,
Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp.
333-343.

Urban, M. (2005). Quality, Autonomy and the Profession (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 30-45.
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20 Quality

The quality of ECCE services has come to the
fore of Irish policy and practice in recent years.
Recent developments, for example the EOCP
(2000-2006), and the establishment of the CCCs
and the CECDE, has provided a renewed
impetus for the development of quality in the
Irish context. Research is of critical importance
to ensure that the development of the sector in
quantitative terms is accompanied by a
concomitant emphasis on the quality of the
experiences we provide for our youngest
children in ECCE settings. 

The theme of Quality within ECCE services is
comprised of research that is generic in nature
rather than specific to any of the sixteen
national Standards of Síolta. It consists of 113
publications, which have been divided into the
following sub-themes following a process of
thematic analysis:

• Quality – Developing Policy [37]

• Quality – Developing Practice [16]

• Quality Assurance/ Improvement
Programmes [30]

• Defining Quality [6]

• Assessing Quality [15]

• Supporting Quality [9]

Quality – Developing Policy

Owing to the participatory and consultative way
in which policy has been developed in recent
years, a large number of documents and
publications are contained within the sub-
theme, Quality – Developing Policy. Area
Development Management (2002) and the
National Development Plan Community Support
Framework Evaluation Unit (2003) produced
evaluations of aspects of the EOCP that
impacted on the further development of the
quality strand within the programme. Overviews
of the level of quality in ECCE services in Ireland
have been provided by a number of researchers,
including Bernard (2002a), Carswell (2002),
Hayes (1992b; 1996b; 2002b), Horgan and
Douglas (2001) and the IPPA (2001; 2002a). The
development of Síolta, the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education, by
the CECDE has generated a large volume of
research to underpin and inform its content and
processes. Most particularly, it is supported by
‘four pillars of research’, three of which look at
quality in the Irish context (CECDE, 2004a;

Cáilíocht

Thug beartas agus cleachtas na hÉireann le
blianta beaga anuas aghaidh ar cháilíocht na
seirbhísí COLO. Spreag forbairtí a tharla le
déanaí, mar shampla an EOCP (2000-2006) agus
bunú na CCCanna agus an CECDE forbairt na
cáilíochta i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann arís.
Baineann tábhacht shuntasach le taighde chun a
chinntiú mar a fhorbraítear an earnáil i
dtéarmaí cainníochtúla, leagtar béim ag an am
céanna ar cháilíocht an taithí a chuirimid ar fáil
dár leanaí is óige i suímh COLO.  

Cuimsíonn an téama Cáilíocht laistigh de
sheirbhísí COLO taighde ginearálta in áit
taighde a bhaineann go sonrach le haon cheann
de na sé Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag de Síolta.
Cuimsíonn sé 113 foilseachán, a roinneadh sna
fo-théamaí seo a leanas i ndiaidh anailíse
téamaí:

• Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt Beartais [37]

• Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt Cleachtais [16]

• Cláir Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe Cáilíochta [30] 

• Cáilíocht a Shainmhíniú [6]

• Cáilíocht a Mheas [15]

• Ag Tacú le Cáilíocht [9]

Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt Beartais

Mar thoradh ar an mbealach rannpháirteach
agus comhchomhairleach inar forbraíodh an
beartas le blianta beaga anuas, cuimsíonn an fo-
théama Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt Beartais líon mór
cáipéisí agus foilseachán. Tháirg Bainistíocht
Forbartha Ceantair (2002) agus Aonad
Meastóireachta Chreatlach Thacaíochta Phobail
an Phlean Forbartha Náisiúnta meastóireachtaí
ar ghnéithe an EOCP a raibh tionchar acu ar
fhorbairt bhreise an tsnáithe cháilíochta laistigh
den chlár. Thug roinnt taighdeoirí, lena n-
áirítear Bernard (2002a), Carswell (2002), Hayes
(1992b; 1996b; 2002b), Horgan agus Douglas
(2001) agus an IPPA (2001; 2002a) forbhreathnú
ar leibhéal na cáilíochta i seirbhísí COLO in
Éirinn. Ghin forbairt Síolta, an Chreatlach
Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na Luath-
Óige, ag an CECDE líon mór taighde chun a
ábhar agus a phróiseas a thacú agus a threorú.
Tugann ‘ceithre philéar taighde’ tacaíocht
shonrach dó, le trí cinn acu ag féachaint ar
cháilíocht i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann (CECDE
2004a; 2004b; 2005a; 2005c) agus an ceathrú
ceann ag tabhairt comparáid trasnáisiúnta idir
cáilíocht i sé dhlínse idirnáisiúnta (CECDE,
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202004b; 2005a; 2005c) and a fourth that provides
a cross-national comparison of quality in six
international jurisdictions (CECDE, 2005b).
Individual presentations and articles on the
development of Síolta have also been
documented by CECDE staff, including Duignan
(2004a; 2004b; 2004c; 2005a; 2005b; 2006b),
Kiernan (2003b), Schonfeld (2004b; 2004e),
Schonfeld and Kiernan (2003) and Walsh (2005a;
2006b). Proceedings of the international
conference hosted by the CECDE in 2004 have
been published (CECDE, 2005d), while a number
of individual contributions to these are also
contained in this sub-theme (De Valera, 2005;
Duignan, 2005a; Hayes, 2005b; Schonfeld, 2005;
Urban, 2005; Walsh, 2005a).

Area Development Management (2002). Staffing, Quality and Childcare Provision: An Evaluation of the
Community Support Strand of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 1998-2000. Report
Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Balaguer, I., Mestres, J. and Penn, H. (1992). Quality in Services for Young Children: A Discussion Paper.
Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare.

Bernard, J. (2002a). ‘On the Journey to Quality’. An Examination of Quality and Customer Focus in Early
Childcare Services. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Carswell, D. (2002). Child’s Play? An Exploration into the Quality of Childcare Processes. Dublin: IPPA,
The Early Childhood Organisation.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004a). Talking About Quality – Report of a
Consultation Process on Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004b). Talking About Quality – Report of a
Consultation Process on Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education: Executive Summary. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2005a). Insights on Quality: A National Review
of Policy, Practice and Research relating to Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland
1990-2004. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2005b). Making Connections: A Review of
International Policies, Practices and Research relating to Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2005c). Early Childhood in Ireland – Evidence
and Perspectives. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ –
Proceedings of a Conference on Defining, Assessing and Supporting Quality in Early Childhood Care
and Education. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

De Valera, S. (2005). Minister’s Address (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.)
(2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education, pp. 8-11.

Douglas, F. (2006e). How to Write an Article on Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care (in)
Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork:
Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 103-111.

2005b). Rinne foireann an CECDE cur síos ar
láithreoireachtaí agus ailt aonair ar fhorbairt
Síolta freisin, lena n-áirítear Duignan (2004a;
2004b; 2004c; 2005a; 2005b; 2006b), Kiernan
(2003b), Schonfeld (2004b; 2004e), Schonfeld
agus Kiernan (2003) agus Walsh (2005a; 2006b).
Foilsíodh imeachtaí na comhdhála náisiúnta a
raibh an Lárionad mar óstach uirthi (CECDE,
2005d) agus cuimsítear roinnt aighneas aonair
ón gcomhdháil sin san fho-théama seo freisin
(De Valera, 2005; Duignan, 2005a; Hayes, 2005b;
Schonfeld, 2005; Urban, 2005; Walsh, 2005a).
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20 Duignan, M. (2004a). The Best for Children – Developing Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education
in Ireland. Paper presented at Diversity in Early Years Education: A North/ South Project, Newry, April
2004.

Duignan, M. (2004b). Talking About Quality: Report of a Consultation Process on Quality in Early
Childhood Care and Education (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global
Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 32-55.

Duignan, M. (2004c). A Report of a National Consultation towards the Development of a National
Quality Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education. Paper presented at EECERA Conference,
Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Duignan, M. (2005a). Reflections on a National Review of Policy, Research and Practice in Ireland (in)
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 70-79.

Duignan, M. (2005b). Talking About Quality: Report of a Consultation Process on Quality in Early
Childhood Care and Education in Ireland. Child Care in Practice, Volume 11, No. 2, April 2005, pp. 211-
230.

Duignan, M. (2006b). Parents’ Perspective on Quality in EC Care and Education. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Hayes, N. (1992b). Good Quality Early Childhood Care and Education: Issues and Trends. Paper presented
at Quality Early Childhood Care and Education in the 1990s. Dublin: OMEP Ireland.

Hayes, N. (1996b). Quality in Early Education. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 15, Spring, pp. 1-13.

Hayes, N. (2002b). Quality in Early Childhood Education. Presentation to the National Children’s
Nurseries Association Annual Conference, Dublin Castle.

Hayes, N. (2005b). Questions on Quality: Some Concluding Observations (in) Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 411-414.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (2001). Some Aspects of Quality in Early Childhood Education (in) Cleary, A.,
Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001a). Understanding Children, Volume 1 – State,
Education and Economy. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 119-144.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (2001). Quality Discussion Paper – Presented to the National
Childcare Co-ordinating Committee. Dublin: IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (2002a). Quality Discussion Paper – Presented to the National
Childcare Co-ordinating Committee (Revised). Dublin: IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

Kiernan, G. (2003b). Developing Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland. Paper
presented at Towards Quality Childcare Provision in Carlow, November 2003.

Langford, S. (2003). Striving for Quality Childcare. Paper presented at the National Children’s Nurseries
Association Annual Conference, Dublin Castle.

Leitrim County Partnership Company (2000). Towards Universal Quality Childcare Provision – A Seven
Year Plan. Leitrim: Leitrim County Partnership Company.

National Development Plan Community Support Framework Evaluation Unit (2003). Evaluation of the
Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006. Dublin: National Development Plan Community
Support Framework Evaluation Unit.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 216



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

217

20Office of the Minister for Children (2006a). National Guidelines for Childminders. Dublin: Office of the
Minister for Children.

Schonfeld, H. (2004b). Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland: The Role of the CECDE. Paper
presented at Sligo Family Support Limited Annual Conference, Sligo, April 2004.

Schonfeld, H. (2004e). Best Practice in Early Childhood Care and Education. Paper presented at Best
Practice in Children’s Services Conference, Doing our Best for Children and Young People, Kilkenny,
October 2004.

Schonfeld, H. (2005). Foreword (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.)
(2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education, pp. 6-7.

Schonfeld, H. and Kiernan. G. (2003). The Best for Children – Building a Quality Early Childhood Care
and Education System in Ireland: The Story so Far. Paper presented at Equality: Quality in Early
Childhood Education Conference, Prague, October 2003.

Urban, M. (2005). Quality, Autonomy and the Profession (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 30-45.

Walsh, T. (2005a). Quality; A Global Issue? An International Review of Quality in Early Childhood Care
and Education 1990-2004 (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 162-177.

Walsh, T. (2006b). Insights on Quality: A National Review of Policy, Practice and Research Relating to
Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland 1990-2004 (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 184-192.

Quality – Developing Practice

Quality – Developing Practice has also been the
subject of a number of pieces of research.
Guidance and support for the development and
improvement of quality within settings has been
produced by Canavan (2000), Daly (2003) and
the Western Health Board (2000). A specific
focus on quality ECCE services in rural areas has
been documented by the Cross-border Rural
Childcare Project (1998) and Hayes and Moore
(1998). Childminding Ireland (2000b), the Lagan
Family Daycare Network (2003), McGeeney
(2004), McGrath (2004) and Murray (2004) focus
on the development of quality experiences for
young children in childminding settings, while
Westmeath CCC (2006) provide guidance on
establishing and operating quality school-age
childcare. The NCNA (1990; 1998; 2003b) have
produced and updated guidance to ensure
quality experiences for children attending
nurseries in Ireland.

Canavan, A. (2000). Quality Childcare in the Workplace – A Step-by-Step Guide for Employers. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Childminding Ireland (2000b). Guidelines for Good Practice for Childminders. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

Cáilíocht – Ag Forbairt Cleachtais

Bhain roinnt píosaí taighde le Cáilíocht – Ag
Forbairt Cleachtais freisin. Tháirg Canavan
(2000), Daly (2003) agus Bord Sláinte an Iarthair
(2000) treoir agus tacaíocht d'fhorbairt agus
feabhsú cáilíochta laistigh de shuímh. Bhí fócas
ar leith ag an Tionscadal Cúraim Leanaí Tuaithe
Trasteorann (1998) agus Hayes agus Moore
(1998) ar sheirbhísí COLO ar chaighdeán ard i
limistéir tuaithe. Díríonn Feighlíocht Leanaí
Éireann (2000b), Líonra Cúraim Lae Teaghlach
an Lagáin (2003), McGeeney (2004), McGrath
(2004) agus Murray (2004) ar fhorbairt eispéireas
ar ardchaighdeán do leanaí óga i suímh chúraim
leanaí agus tugann CCC na hIarmhí (2006) treoir
faoi conas cúram lae ar chaighdeán ard a bhunú
agus a fheidhmiú do leanaí ag aois scoile.
D’eisigh agus nuashonraigh an NCNA (1990;
1998; 2003b) treoir chun a chinntiú go mbíonn
taithí ar ardchaighdeán ag leanaí a
fhreastalaíonn ar naíolanna in Éirinn.
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20 Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (1998). Needs Led Planning for Quality Early Years Service in Rural
Areas. Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Daly, M. (2003). The Community Playgroup Initiative 2001-2004 - A Project to Enhance Quality in the
Early Years Settings (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in
Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 264-
280.

Gallagher, M. (2005). A Study of Spontaneous Drawings of Young Children; Implications for the Quality
of the Learning Environment (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 102-111.

Hayes, N. and Moore, N. (1998). Quality in Services for Young Children in Rural Areas. Unpublished
Report to the Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Kerry County Childcare Committee (2003a). Promoting Quality, Accessible and Inclusive Childcare –
Executive Summary. Kerry: Kerry County Childcare Committee.

Lagan Family Daycare Network (2003). Best Practice Guidelines for Childminders. Donegal: Lagan Family
Daycare Network.

McGeeney, L. (2004). Standards for Childminding in Ireland. Paper presented at Quality and Standards
in Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

McGrath, D. (2004). Quality Assurance in Childminding. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

Murray, P. (2004). A Child’s Experience of Quality. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (1990). Quality Nursery Care for Your Child. Dublin: National
Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (1998). Towards Quality Daycare. Dublin: National Children’s
Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003b). Towards Quality Daycare – Minimum Quality
Standards in a Nursery. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Western Health Board (2000). A Guide to Quality Practice in Pre-school Services. Galway: Western
Health Board.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2006). A Guide to Developing a Quality School Age Childcare
Programme. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Quality Assurance/ Improvement
Programmes

The development and introduction of a range
of Quality Assurance/ Improvement Programmes
has led to the generation of a significant range
of research on their implementation and
evaluation. The BCCN (2004; 2005) have
published details of their quality assurance
programme and its accompanying assessment
mechanisms. The IPPA Quality Improvement
Programme has been documented by Brennan
and Joyce (2006), the IPPA (2002c; 2003) and

Clár Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe Cáilíochta 

Mar thoradh ar fhorbairt agus tabhairt isteach
raon Clár Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe Cáilíochta,
gineadh go leor taighde faoina gcur i bhfeidhm
agus a meastóireacht. D’fhoilsigh an BCCN
(2004; 2005) sonraí a gcláir deimhnithe
cáilíochta agus na meicníochtaí measúnachta
lena mbaineann. Rinne Brennan agus Joyce
(2006), an IPPA (2002c; 2003) agus Murphy
(2004) cur síos ar Chlár Feabhsaithe Cáilíochta an
IPPA. Bhain go leor láithreoireachtaí agus alt le
foireann an CECDE le foilsiú Síolta, an
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20Murphy (2004). The publication of Síolta, the
National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education (CECDE, 2006a), has been the subject
of many presentations and articles by CECDE
staff, including Duignan (2005d; 2006a),
Duignan and Walsh (2006), Duignan et al.
(2006), Fallon (2005b; 2005c; 2006a; 2006b),
Fallon and Walsh (2006), Kiernan (2003a),
Schonfeld (2004d) and Walsh (2005d; 2006c).
Corbett (2003), Hooper (2005; 2006) and the
NCNA (2003c; 2006) have documented the
development and implementation of the NCNA
Centre of Excellence Award. Research has also
been published on the Childminding Ireland
quality awareness programme (Hayes Murray,
2003), the High/Scope quality assurance
programme (High/Scope Ireland, 2003; Madigan,
2005) and the Montessori certification process
(St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland
(2003a; 2003b).

Border Counties Childcare Network (2004). Border Counties Childcare Network Quality Assurance
Programme. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2005). Quality Development and Accreditation Programme –
Element Two: Service Evaluation System. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Brennan, C. and Joyce, L. (2006). IPPA Quality Improvement Programme: An Action Research Approach
(in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 207-220.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2006a). Síolta – The National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education. 

Corbett, M. (2003). NCNA Centre of Excellence: The Contribution to Quality (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan,
M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP
Ireland Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 254-263.

Duignan, M. (2005d). The National Quality Framework in Early Childhood Care and Education in
Ireland: Structure and Content. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Duignan, M. (2006a). A Vision for the Future – Principles of Quality in Early Childhood Care and
Education in Ireland (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and
Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 166-173.

Duignan, M. and Walsh, T. (2006). Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education. Symposium presented at the EECERA Annual Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early
Childhood Education, Iceland, September 2006.

Duignan, M., Fallon, J., O’Dwyer, M., Schonfeld, H. and Walsh, T. (2006). Síolta, the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education in Ireland (in) Mitchell, P. (Ed.) (2006). The Education Matters
Yearbook 2006. Dublin: Primary ABC, pp. 203-207.

Fallon, J. (2005b). A Conceptual Framework of Young Children’s Development and Learning in Ireland:
The Implications for Quality in Early Years Care and Education (in) Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 94-101.

Chreatlach Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d'Oideachas na
Luath-Óige (CECDE, 2006a), Duignan (2005d;
2006a), Duignan agus Walsh (2006), Duignan et
al. (2006), Fallon (2005b; 2005c; 2006a; 2006b),
Fallon agus Walsh (2006), Kiernan (2003a),
Schonfeld (2004d) agus Walsh (2005d; 2006c) ina
measc. Rinne Corbett (2003), Hooper (2005;
2006) agus an NCNA (2003c; 2006) cur síos ar
fhorbairt agus cur i ngníomh Gradam Ionaid
Feabhais an NCNA. Foilsíodh taighde freisin ar
chlár um fheasacht ar cháilíocht Fheighlíocht
Leanaí Éireann (Hayes Murray, 2003), clár
deimhnithe cáilíochta High/Scope (High/Scope
Ireland, 2003; Madigan, 2005) agus próiseas
creidiúnaithe Montessori (St. Nicholas
Montessori Society of Ireland, 2003a; 2003b).
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20 Fallon, J. (2005c). The National Quality Framework in Early Childhood Care and Education (NFQ/ECCE) in
Ireland: A Methodology. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Fallon, J. (2006a). Informing the National Framework for Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education
(NFQ/ECCE): A Thematic Perspective on Child Learning and Development in Ireland (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.)
(2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 174-183.

Fallon, J. (2006b). The National Quality Framework in Early Childhood Education (in) Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05
Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 100-104.

Fallon, J. and Walsh, T. (2006). Symposium on the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education. Presentation at the International Froebel Society Second Biennial Conference, Froebel: From
Play to Work – Taking Froebel Forward, Froebel College of Education, Dublin, June 2006.

Hayes Murray, P. (2003). Quality Awareness Programme - Participant’s Handbook. Wicklow:
Childminding Ireland.

High/Scope Ireland (2003). High/Scope Accreditation Pack. Dublin: High/Scope Ireland.

Hooper, A. (2005). The National Children’s Nurseries Association Centre of Excellence Programme: A
Tool for Defining and Assessing Quality in the Irish Childcare System (in) Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (Ed.). (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 112-120.

Hooper, A. (2006). A Tool for Defining and Assessing Quality in the Irish Childcare System. Paper
presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early
Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (2002c). Quality Improvement Programme. Dublin: IPPA, The
Early Childhood Organisation.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (2003). Existing Quality Assurance Programmes. Paper presented
at Towards Quality Childcare Provision in Carlow. Carlow County Childcare Committee Conference,
Carlow, November 2003.

Kiernan, G. (2003a). The Best for Children: Developing Quality Standards for Early Childhood Care and
Education in Ireland. Paper presented at the National Children’s Nurseries Association Annual
Conference, Dublin Castle.

Madigan, I. (2005). Defining, Assessing and Supporting Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education:
The High/Scope Ireland Model (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.)
(2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education, pp. 129-135.

Murphy, E. (2004). Training Transition Transformation: The Study of an IPPA Quality Improvement
Programme in Cork City and County. M. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003c). Centre of Excellence – Self Evaluation Profile. Dublin:
National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2006). All Ireland Centre of Excellence Award – Self Evaluation
Profile. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Schonfeld, H. (2004d). A Conceptual Framework of Young Children’s Development and Learning in
Ireland: The Implications for Quality in Early Years Care and Education. Paper presented at EECERA,
Quality Curricula: The Influence, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.
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20St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (2003a). Existing Quality Assurance Programmes. Paper
presented at Towards Quality Childcare Provision in Carlow Conference, November 2003.

St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland (2003b). Certification Process for Montessori Schools. Dublin:
St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland.

Walsh, T. (2005d). The National Quality Framework in Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland –
Context and Characteristics. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Walsh, T. (2006c). The National Quality Framework for ECE. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland)
Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork,
April 2006.

Defining Quality

Research relating to Defining Quality in the Irish
context has also increased significantly in recent
years. David (2005) documented the impact of
research on how quality is defined in ECCE
services. The Centre for Social and Educational
Research has produced a report on the multiple
perspectives on quality that exist in Ireland from
a range of stakeholders, including children
(Mahony and Hayes, 2005; 2006a; 2006b; 2006c). 

David, T. (2005). Questions of Quality: The Contribution of Research Evidence to Definitions of Quality in
Early Childhood Education and Care Practice (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 22-29.

Donnelly, P. (2005b). Quality: Control or Autonomy? (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 55-61.

Mahony, K. and Hayes, N. (2005). Power Relations in Defining Quality Early Childhood Education. Paper
presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation,
Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Mahony, K. and Hayes, N. (2006a). In Search of Quality: Multiple Perspectives. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education.

Mahony, K. and Hayes, N. (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - In Search of Quality: Multiple
Perspectives: Executive Summary. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Mahony, K. and Hayes, N. (2006c). Researching Quality in Irish Early Education (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 193-206.

Assessing Quality

Assessing Quality in ECCE settings, especially the
more intangible features of process quality, has
remained an onerous and somewhat
contentious issue. The possibility of using ECERS
has been documented (Clifford, 2005; Hennessy
and Delaney, 1999), although this tool has been

Cáilíocht a Shainmhíniú

Le blianta beaga anuas, tá méadú suntasach
tagtha ar thaighde ar Cháilíocht a Shainmhíniú i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. Rinne David (2005)
cur síos ar thionchar an taighde ar conas a
shainmhínítear an cháilíocht i seirbhísí COLO.
Tháirg an tIonad um Thaighde Sóisialta agus
Oideachais tuairisc faoi na peirspictíochtaí
éagsúla ar cháilíocht in Éirinn ó raon páirtithe
leasmhara, leanaí san áireamh (Mahony agus
Hayes, 2005; 2006a; 2006b; 2006c). 

Cáilíocht a Mheas

Tá na modhanna a úsáidtear chun Cáilíocht i
Suímh COLO a Mheas, go háirithe modhanna a
úsáidtear chun gnéithe níos doláimhsithe de
cháilíocht an phróisis a mheas, deacair agus
conspóideach.  Rinneadh cur síos ar an
bhféidearthacht ECERS a úsáid (Clifford, 2005;
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20 critiqued by certain researchers (Douglas, 2005a;
2006f). The European Commission (2002) and
the European Commission Network on Childcare
(1996a) have produced quality targets and
indicators for use across European Union
member states. The role and impact of the
Preschool Regulations in Ireland on the
assessment of quality within services has been
researched by Gleeson (2003), O’Kane (2004a;
2004b; 2005a; 2005b) and O’Kane and Kernan
(2002). 

Childminding Ireland (2004). Quality Indicators in Family-based Daycare. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

Clifford, R. (2005). Structure and Stability of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 12-21.

Douglas, F. (2005a). A Critique of ECERS as a Measure of Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care
(in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 183-195.

Douglas, F. (2006f). A Critique of ECERS as a Measure of Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care
(in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork:
Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 112-126.

European Commission (2002). European Report on Quality Indicators of Lifelong Learning – Fifteen
Quality Indicators. Brussels: European Commission.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996a). Quality Targets in Services for Young Children.
Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile
Employment and Family Responsibilities.

FÁS and Barnardos (2001). Assuring Quality: Manual for Assessment of Community Employment Projects
Providing Early Childhood Services. Dublin: FÁS and Barnardos.

Gleeson, M. (2003). Preschool Regulations – Role in Promoting Quality in Preschool Services. Paper
presented at the National Children’s Nurseries Association Annual Conference, Dublin Castle.

Hayes, N. and Claxton, J. (2003). New Process Quality Indicators from the IEA Preprimary Project
Observation Systems (in) Weikart, D., Olmsted, P. and Montie, J. (Eds.) with Hayes, N. and Ojala, M. (2003).
A World of Preschool Experience: Observations in 15 Countries. Michigan: High/Scope Press, pp. 227-240.

Hennessy, E. and Delaney, P. (1999). Using the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale in Ireland: Do
Parents and Service Providers Share its Values? Early Years: An International Journal of Research and
Development, Volume 19, No. 2, pp. 12-25.

O’Kane, M. (2004a). A Study of the Impact of the Child Care (Pre-school Services) Regulations (1996) on
the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Pre-primary Project Revisited (in) Horgan, M.
and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 56-70.

O’Kane, M. (2004b). A Study of the Impact of the Child Care (Pre-school Services) Regulations (1996) on
the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Preprimary Project Revisited. M. Phil. Thesis.
Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

O’Kane, M. (2005a). Quality and Regulation in Early Childhood Care and Education: A Study of the Impact
of the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations (1996) on the Quality of Early Childhood Services in
Ireland (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 231-240.

Hennessy agus Delaney, 1999), cé go mbíonn
roinnt taighdeoirí criticiúil faoin uirlis sin
(Douglas, 2005a; 2006f). Tháirg an Coimisiún
Eorpach (2002) agus Líonra Cúraim Leanaí an
Choimisiúin Eorpaigh (1996a) spriocanna agus
táscairí cáilíochta le bheith úsáidte i mballstáit
an Aontais Eorpaigh. Rinne Gleeson (2003),
O’Kane (2004a; 2004b; 2005a; 2005b) agus
O’Kane agus Kernan (2002) taighde ar ról agus
tionchar na Rialachán Réamhscoile in Éirinn ar
mheasúnacht cáilíochta laistigh de sheirbhísí. 
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20O’Kane, M. (2005b). The Effect of Regulation on the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland. Child
Care in Practice, Volume 11, No. 2, April 2005, pp. 231-251.

O’Kane, M. and Kernan, M. (2002). The Impact of the Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations (1996)
on the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Pre-Primary Project Revisited (in) Horgan,
M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 344-357.

Supporting Quality

In tandem with defining and assessing quality,
the important issue of Supporting Quality in the
Irish context has formed the subject of a number
of pieces of research. Brennan (2005a), Duignan
(2005c), Joyce (2006a; 2006b) and Joyce and
Leyden (2005) suggest mechanisms to support
quality in ECCE and school-age childcare settings,
including play, the professional development of
practitioners and action research. French (2000b;
2003) produced comprehensive guidelines for
early years settings to support best practice. The
role of the EOCP in supporting the quality of
services has been documented by Moreau (2005),
while Pobal (2006a) has published a report on the
contribution of the CCCs and the National
Voluntary Childcare Organisations to advancing
the quality agenda.

Brennan, C. (2005a). Supporting Play – Supporting Quality (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 302-311.

Duignan, M. (2005c). A Consideration of the Role and Nature of Continuing Professional Development
in the Achievement of Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education Services in Ireland. Paper
presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation,
Dublin, August/ September 2005.

French, G. (2000b). Supporting Quality: Guidelines for Best Practice in Early Childhood Services. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre. 

French, G. (2003). Supporting Quality – Guidelines for Best Practice in Early Childhood Services (Second
Edition). Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Joyce, L. (2006a). Supporting Quality in School Age Childcare. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual
Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Joyce, L. (2006b). Supporting Quality Improvement in School-Age-Childcare Services. Paper presented at
the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/
September 2006.

Joyce, L. and Leyden, M. (2005). Action Research as an Approach to Quality Improvement in Early
Childhood Services. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity,
Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Moreau, P. (2005). Supporting Quality through the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP)
2000-2006 (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’
- Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 352-357.

Pobal (2006a). Supporting Quality Improvement - Summary of the Work and Achievements of the City/
County Childcare Committees and National Voluntary Childcare Organisations. Dublin: Pobal.

Ag Tacú le Cáilíocht

Le cois cáilíocht a shainmhíniú agus a mheas, bhain
roinnt píosaí taighde leis an tsaincheist
thábhachtach maidir le Tacú le Cáilíocht i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. Molann Brennan
(2005a), Duignan (2005c), Joyce (2006a; 2006b)
agus Joyce agus Leyden (2005) meicníochtaí chun
tacú le cáilíocht i suímh COLO agus i suímh
chúraim leanaí do leanaí ag aois scoile, lena n-
áirítear súgradh, forbairt ghairmiúil cleachtóirí
agus taighde feidhmeach. D’eisigh French (2000b;
2003) treoirlínte cuimsitheacha do shuímh na
mblianta luatha chun tacú le dea-chleachtas. Rinne
Moreau (2005) cur síos ar ról an EOCP maidir le
tacú le cáilíocht seirbhísí, agus d’fhoilsigh Pobal
(2006a) tuairisc faoi conas a chabhraigh CCCanna
agus Eagraíochtaí Deonacha Náisiúnta Cúraim
Leanaí le cur chun cinn an chláir oibre cáilíochta.
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21 Research

Research is a generic category that covers a
range of publications relating to research
methods, focusing in particular on researching
with children. This has become a major area of
growth in recent years as it is now more
generally accepted that children should be
consulted and should have a say in matters that
affect them. 

The theme of Research contains 47 publications
in the period 1990 to 2006. Following a process
of thematic analysis, the following sub-themes
emerged:

• Research Methodologies [15]

• Researching with Children [17]

• Research Resources [15]

Research Methodologies

The first sub-theme of Research Methodologies
is comprised of a number of publications that
describe and enumerate a myriad of methods
used in research within the early years. The
methodology employed by the National
Children’s Office in developing the Child Well-
being indicators is documented by Brooks and
Hanafin (2005a) and Hanafin and Brooks (2005a;
2005b). Joyce and Leyden (2005) and Mahony
and Hayes (2006c) also provide insights in
relation to conducting research in support of
quality in early years settings. Exploring
Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early
Childhood Research (Murphy, 2006a) contains a
large number of practical articles that assist
students or researchers to conduct research
relating to ECCE (Daly, 2006a; Douglas, 2006e;
Murphy, 2006b; 2006d; 2006e; 2006f; 2006g).

Brooks, A. and Hanafin, S. (2005a). Measuring Child Well-Being – An Inventory of Key Indicators,
Domains and Indicator Selection Criteria to Support the Development of a National Set of Child Well-
Being Indicators. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Daly, M. (2006a). Doing a Literature Review and a Questionnaire Survey as Part of a Research Project
(in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research.
Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 27-39.

De Fréin, S. (2005). A Critical Evaluation of an Action Research Approach Using the 'Community of
Inquiry' to Facilitate the Development of Empathy in an Infant Class. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University
College Dublin.

Douglas, F. (2006e). How to Write an Article on Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care (in)
Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork:
Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 103-111.

Taighde

Is catagóir ghinearálta í Taighde a chuimsíonn
raon foilseachán a bhaineann le modhanna
taighde, ag díriú go háirithe ar thaighde a
dhéanamh le leanaí. Tá borradh mór tagtha ar
thaighde dá leithéid le blianta beaga anuas,
mar anois glactar go forleathan gur chóir dul i
gcomhairle le leanaí agus gur chóir go mbeidís
in ann a dtuairimí a thabhairt faoi ábhair a
théann i gcion orthu. 

Cuimsíonn an téama Taighde 47 foilseachán don
tréimhse ó 1990 go 2006. I ndiaidh anailíse
téamaí, tháinig na fo-théamaí seo a leanas chun
cinn:

• Modheolaíochtaí Taighde [15]

• Taighde a Dhéanamh le Leanaí [17]

• Acmhainní Taighde [15]

Modheolaíochtaí Taighde

Cuimsíonn an chéad fho-théama de
Mhodheolaíochtaí Taighde roinnt foilseachán a
dhéanann cur síos agus a liostaíonn go leor
modhanna a úsáidtear i dtaighde laistigh de na
blianta luatha. Déanann Brooks agus Hanafin
(2005a) agus Hanafin agus Brooks (2005a;
2005b) cur síos ar an modheolaíocht a d'úsáid
an Oifig Náisiúnta Leanaí chun na táscairí Dea-
Bhraistinte Leanaí a fhorbairt. Tugann Joyce
agus Leyden (2005) agus Mahony agus Hayes
(2006c) léargais faoi thaighde a dhéanamh chun
tacú le cáilíocht i suímh na mblianta luatha.
Cuimsíonn Exploring Children’s Lives – A
Handbook of Early Childhood Research (Murphy,
2006a) líon mór alt praiticiúil a chabhraíonn le
mic léinn nó taighdeoirí taighde a dhéanamh i
leith COLO (Daly, 2006a; Douglas, 2006e;
Murphy, 2006b; 2006d; 2006e; 2006f; 2006g).
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21Hanafin, S. and Brooks, A. (2005a). Report on the Development of a National Set of Child Well-Being
Indicators in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Hanafin, S. and Brooks, A. (2005b). The Delphi Technique – A Methodology to Support the
Development of a National Set of Child Well-Being Indicators. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Hayes, N. (2003a). In Medias Res: Reconciling Psychological Research and Educational Practice. Paper
presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Possible Childhoods: Relationships and Choices, University
of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September 2003.

Joyce, L. and Leyden, M. (2005). Action Research as an Approach to Quality Improvement in Early
Childhood Services. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity,
Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Mahony, K. and Hayes, N. (2006c). Researching Quality in Irish Early Education (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 193-206.

Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children's Lives - A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork:
University College Cork.

Murphy, R. (2006d). Getting Started: Planning and Writing your Research Proposal (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.)
(2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood
Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 158-163.

Murphy, R. (2006e). Writing a Research Report or Thesis (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring
Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and
OMEP Ireland, pp. 164-168.

Murphy, R. (2006f). Ethical Issues in Early Childhood Research (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring
Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and
OMEP Ireland, pp. 169-175.

Murphy, R. (2006g). General Guidelines on Submitting Papers, Referencing, etc. (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.)
(2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood
Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 176-185.

Murphy, V. (2006b). Deconstructing Long-term Research Regarding Children’s Physical Activity: A
Practical Approach (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early
Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 40-49.

Researching with Children

Researching with Children has become
increasingly prevalent in Ireland and a number
of publications consider matters such as research
methodologies and ethical research strategies
when engaging with young children. A range of
methods are documented by researchers to
engage children in research in order to ensure
their voice is heard (Dunphy, 2004; 2005a; Glynn,
2001; Greene and Hill, 2005; Greene and Hogan,
2005; Hennessy and Heary, 2005; Hogan, 1998;
2005; Hogan et al., 1999; Lalor, 1998; Tudge and
Hogan, 2005; Veale, 2005). Fingleton (1998) and
Maunswell (1998) have reported the results of
research with children on a variety of issues.
Researchers have also focused on ethical issues
that must be considered and addressed when

Taighde a Dhéanamh le Leanaí

Tá i bhfad níos mó Taighde á dhéanamh le
Leanaí in Éirinn anois, agus measann roinnt
foilseachán rudaí cosúil le modheolaíochtaí
taighde agus straitéisí taighde eiticiúla nuair
atáthar ag déileáil le leanaí óga. Déanann
taighdeoirí cur síos ar raon modhanna chun
cabhair leanaí a fháil sa taighde chun a chinntiú
go n-éistear lena gcuid tuairimí (Dunphy, 2004;
2005a; Glynn, 2001; Greene agus Hill, 2005;
Greene agus Hogan, 2005; Hennessy agus Heary,
2005; Hogan, 1998; 2005; Hogan et al., 1999;
Lalor, 1998; Tudge agus Hogan, 2005; Veale,
2005). Rinne Fingleton (1998) agus Maunswell
(1998) tuairisc faoi thorthaí taighde le leanaí ar
shaincheisteanna éagsúla. Dhírigh taighdeoirí,
lena n-áirítear Dunphy (2004; 2005a) agus
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21 consulting young children, including Dunphy
(2004; 2005a) and Whyte (2003; 2005a; 2005b). 

Dunphy, L. (2004). Ethical and Effective Interviewing of Children about their Learning. Paper presented
at EECERA, Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Dunphy, L. (2005a). Effective and Ethical and Interviewing of Young Children in Pedagogical Context.
European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, Volume 13, No. 2, pp. 79-96.

Fingleton, M. (1998). Consultation with Children and Parents: Results of a Consultation Project carried
out with Children, Parents and Staff at Four Childcare Locations on behalf of the Expert Working Group
on Childcare. (Unpublished).

Glynn, E. (2001). We Have a Voice! Using Peer Research to Explore the Needs of Young People. Dublin:
Midlands Health Board/ Health Promotion Unit/ National Youth Council of Ireland.

Greene, S. and Hill, M. (2005). Researching Children’s Experience: Methods and Methodological Issues
(in) Greene, S. and Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and
Methods. London: Sage Publications, pp. 1-21.

Greene, S. and Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods.
London: Sage Publications.

Hennessy, E. and Heary, C. (2005). Exploring Children’s Views through Focus Groups (in) Greene, S. and
Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods. London: Sage
Publications, pp. 236-252.

Hogan, D. (1998). Valuing the Child in Research: Historical and Current Influences on Research
Methodology with Children (in) Hogan, D. and Gilligan, R. (Eds.) (1998). Researching Children’s
Experiences: Qualitative Approaches. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre, pp. 1-10.

Hogan, D. (2005). Researching ‘the child’ in Developmental Psychology (in) Greene, S. and Hogan, D. (Eds.)
(2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods. London: Sage Publications, pp. 22-41.

Hogan, D., Etz, K. and Tudge, J. (1999). Reconsidering the Role of Children in Family Research:
Conceptual and Methodological Issues (in) Shehan, C. (Ed.) (1999). Contemporary Perspectives on Family
Research, Volume 1. Through the Eyes of the Child: Re-visioning Children as Active Agents of Family
Life. Stamford: JAI Press, pp. 93-105.

Lalor, K. (1998). Researching the Victimisation of Street Children in Addis Ababa: Methodological Issues
(in) Hogan, D. and Gilligan, R. (Eds.) (1998). Researching Children’s Experiences: Qualitative Approaches.
Dublin: Children’s Research Centre, pp. 27-34.

Maunswell, K. (1998). What do they Know about the Legal System? Interviews with Irish Children (in)
Hogan, D. and Gilligan, R. (Eds.) (1998). Researching Children’s Experiences: Qualitative Approaches.
Dublin: Children’s Research Centre, pp. 35-40.

Tudge, J. and Hogan, D. (2005). An Ecological Approach to Observations of Children’s Everyday Lives (in)
Greene, S. and Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods.
London: Sage Publications, pp. 102-122.

Veale, A. (2005). Creative Methodologies in Participatory Research with Children (in) Greene, S. and
Hogan, D. (Eds.) (2005). Researching Children’s Experience – Approaches and Methods. London: Sage
Publications, pp. 253-272.

Whyte, J. (2003). Ethical Issues in Research with Children with Disabilities. Paper presented at Towards
Ethical Guidelines for Disability Research, Second Annual National Disability Authority Research
Conference, Dublin, December 2003.

Whyte (2003; 2005a; 2005b), ar cheisteanna
eiticiúla ar chóir iad a mheas agus a chur san
áireamh nuair atáthar ag dul i gcomhairle le
leanaí óga. 
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21Whyte, J. (2005a). Are there Issues Around Participation for Young Children? A Review. Paper presented
at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin,
August/ September 2005.

Whyte, J. (2005b). Research with Children with Disabilities: A Review of Practical and Ethical Concerns -
Guidelines and Checklist. Dublin: Children's Research Centre and National Disability Authority.

Research Resources

A range of publications also serve as Research
Resources for the ECCE sector. The initial Audit
of Research (CECDE, 2003a), and its
accompanying online searchable database,
allows all those with an interest in research to
locate existing Irish research in their area of
interest. It was also instrumental in informing
the CECDE Research Strategy (CECDE, 2003b).
The DES (2002e) has collated research projects
supported directly by the Department between
1994 and 2000. Overviews of research in
particular areas within the sector have been
documented by researchers such as Hayes
(1998), Hennessy and Hogan (2000) and Watson
(1996). Organisations such as the Combat
Poverty Agency (Murphy-Lawless, 1990), the
National Disability Authority (2002a) and An
Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaíochta (O’Connor, 2002; 2004) have
produced publications collecting the research
produced in their respective areas of interest.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2001). Programme of Work. Dublin: Centre for
Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2003a). An Audit of Research on Early
Childhood Care and Education in Ireland 1990-2003. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2003b). Research Strategy – A Work in
Progress. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Department of Education and Science (2002e). Research and Development in Education, Projects 1994-
2000: An Account of Projects Supported by the Research and Development Committee of the
Department of Education and Science. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Fitzgerald, E. (2004). Counting Our Children – An Analysis of Official Data Sources on Children and
Childhood in Ireland. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre.

Hayes, N. (1998). Early Educational Research in Ireland (in) David, T. (Ed.) (1998). Researching Early
Childhood Education. European Perspectives. London: Paul Chapman Publishing Limited, pp. 76-90.

Hennessy, E. and Hogan, D. (2000). Twenty-Five Years of Developmental and Child Psychology in
Ireland: An Analysis of Psyc Lit and Eric Databases. Irish Journal of Psychology. Child Development
Research in Ireland, Volume 21, No. 3-4.

Murphy, R. (2006h). Early Childhood Research Resources (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring
Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and
OMEP Ireland, pp. 186-199.

Acmhainní Taighde

Tá raon foilseachán mar Acmhainní Taighde don
earnáil COLO. Cuireann an chéad Iniúchadh
Taighde (CECDE, 2003a) agus an bunachar sonraí
ar líne inchuardaithe a cuireadh ar fáil leis, ar
chumas daoine le suim sa taighde teacht ar
thaighde Éireannach a rinneadh cheana ar a
réimse spéise. Chabhraigh sé freisin le Straitéis
Taighde an CECDE a threorú (CECDE, 2003b).
Chomhordaigh an DES (2002e) tionscadail
taighde ar thug an Roinn tacaíocht díreach
dóibh idir 1994 agus 2000. Thug taighdeoirí
cosúil le Hayes (1998), Hennessy agus Hogan
(2000) agus Watson (1996) forbhreathnú ar
thaighde ar réimsí sonracha laistigh den earnáil.
D’fhoilsigh eagraíochtaí cosúil leis an Combat
Poverty Agency (Murphy-Lawless, 1990), an
tÚdarás Náisiúnta Míchumais (2002a) agus an
Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaíochta (O’Connor, 2002; 2004)
foilseacháin a bhailigh an taighde táirgthe ina
réimse spéise faoi seach.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 229



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

230

21 Murphy-Lawless, J. (1990). A Working Bibliography on Data Related to Child Poverty in Ireland. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

National Disability Authority (2002a). Disability Related Research in Ireland 1996-2001. Dublin: National
Disability Authority.

O’Connor, S. (2002). Innéacs Taighde. Baile Átha Cliath: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaíochta.

O’Connor, S. (2004). Innéacs Taighde. Baile Átha Cliath: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaíochta.

University College Cork (1997). Irish Research in Early Years Education. Cork: Department of Education,
University College Cork.

Walsh, T. (2003). An Overview of Research in Ireland Pertaining to Early Childhood Education and Care
1990-2003 (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 299-315.

Watson, D. (1996). An Analysis and Evaluation of Statistical Information on People with Disabilities in
Ireland: Report for the Commission on the Status of People with Disabilities. Dublin: Economic and
Social Research Institute.
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22 Rights of the Child

Children’s Rights have come to the fore of Irish
policy development in recent years, most
particularly since Ireland ratified the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) (UN, 1989) and developed a response
to its implementation in the form of the
National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a). The
establishment of the Children’s Rights Alliance
has also ensured that this important topic
remains high on the policy and practice agenda
for ECCE.

Rights of the Child is one of the national
Standards of Síolta and is represented within
the Second Edition of the Audit of Research by
59 publications. These have been listed within
the following two sub-themes:

• Children’s Rights – Policy and Practice [48]

• Children’s Voices and Participation [11]

Children’s Rights – Policy and Practice

The larger sub-theme relates to Children’s Rights
– Policy and Practice. Barnardos (2002b) and the
DHC (2001b) documented the proceedings of
the World Forum for Children in 2001 from an
Irish perspective. Brennan and McCormack
(2004), the Council for Social Welfare (1991), the
Department of Foreign Affairs (1996), the
National Children’s Office (2005b), Uí Ainín
(2004a) and the United Nations (1998) have
produced commentary and reports relating to
Ireland’s commitments and actions under the
UNCRC (UN, 1989). The Children’s Rights Alliance
have produced a number of submissions and
reports relating directly to Ireland’s
implementation of the provisions of the UNCRC
(Children’s Rights Alliance, 1997; 1998; 2000;
2006b) and to campaign for increased funding
for children at a national level (Children’s Rights
Alliance, 2002; 2005). It has also been
instrumental in informing policy at a national
level through a number of submissions
(Children’s Rights Alliance, 2003a; 2003b). The
publication of the National Children’s Strategy
(DHC, 2000a; 2000b; 2000c; 2000d; 2000e; 2000f)
has proved a major milestone in the promotion
of the rights of the child in Ireland, and this
document has been analysed by Pinkerton
(2001). The establishment of the office of the
Ombudsman for Children (Butler Scally, 2004;
DHC, 2002c; 2002d) also represents another step
forward in advancing children’s rights in Ireland,
and Martin (2004) has examined the operation

Cearta an Pháiste

Tugadh tosaíocht do Chearta an Pháiste i
bhforbairt beartais na hÉireann le blianta beaga
anuas, go háirithe ó dhaingnigh Éire
Coinbhinsiún na Náisiún Aontaigh ar Chearta an
Linbh (UNCRC) (UN, 1989) agus d’fhreagair siad
dá chur i bhfeidhm leis an Straitéis Náisiúnta
Leanaí (DHC, 2000a).  Le bunú an Chomhaontais
um Chearta Leanaí, rinneadh cinnte go mbíonn
an t-ábhar tábhachtach seo i gcónaí chun
tosaigh ar an gclár oibre beartais agus cleachtais
do COLO.

Tá Cearta an Pháiste ar cheann de na sé
Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag de Síolta agus tá 59
foilseachán ina leith sa Dara hEagrán den
Iniúchadh Taighde. Liostaíodh iad faoin dhá fho-
théama seo a leanas: 

• Cearta Leanaí – Beartas agus Cleachtas [48]

• Glóir agus Rannpháirteachas Leanaí [11]

Cearta Leanaí – Beartas agus Cleachtas 

Baineann an fo-théama níos mó le Cearta
Leanaí – Beartas agus Cleachtas. Thaifead
Barnardos (2002b) agus an DHC (2001b)
imeachtaí an Fhóraim Dhomhanda do Leanaí i
2001 ó pheirspictíocht na hÉireann. D’eisigh
Brennan agus McCormack (2004), an Chomhairle
Leasa Shóisialaigh (1991), an Roinn Gnóthaí
Eachtracha (1996), an Oifig Náisiúnta Leanaí
(2005b), Uí Ainín (2004a) agus na Náisiúin
Aontaithe (1998) tráchtaireacht agus tuairiscí a
bhaineann le tiomantais agus gníomhartha
Éireann faoi UNCRC (UN, 1989).  Tháirg an
Comhaontas um Chearta an Linbh roinnt
aighneas agus tuairiscí a bhaineann go díreach
le cur i bhfeidhm fhorálacha UNCRC in Éirinn
(an Comhaontas um Chearta an Linbh, 1997;
1998; 2000; 2006b) agus chun iarratas a
dhéanamh ar mhaoiniú breise do leanaí ag
leibhéal náisiúnta (an Comhaontas um Chearta
an Linbh, 2002; 2005). Chabhraigh roinnt
aighneas a rinne an Comhaontas le beartas ag
leibhéal náisiúnta a threorú freisin (an
Comhaontas um Chearta an Linbh, 2003a;
2003b).  Bhí foilsiú na Straitéise Náisiúnta Leanaí
(DHC, 2000a; 2000b; 2000c; 2000d; 2000e; 2000f)
mar chéim mhór chun tosaigh i gcur chun cinn
chearta an linbh in Éirinn, agus rinne Pinkerton
(2001) anailís ar an gcáipéis seo. Léiríonn bunú
oifig an Ombudsman do Leanaí (Butler Scally,
2004; DHC, 2002c; 2002d) céim mhór eile chun
tosaigh maidir le cearta leanaí a chur chun cinn
in Éirinn, agus scrúdaigh Martin (2004) feidhmiú
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22of this important role. Overviews of the legal
status of the child in Ireland have been detailed
by a number of commentators, including Hayes
(2001b; 2002a), Kilkelly (2006), Lynch (1998),
Martin (2000; 2006), Richardson (2001) and
Shannon (1999; 2000; 2001). A specific focus on
the rights of refugee and asylum seeker children
(Stapleton and Fanning, 2002) and children in
care (Western Health Board, 2001) has also been
researched in the Irish context. 

Barnardos (2002b). World Forum 2001 Proceedings: The Children’s Agenda – Familiar Issues, Emerging
Concerns. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Brennan, C. and McCormack, M. (2004). The Right to Play – Submission to the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child 2004. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation.

Butler Scally, D. (2004). Report on the Selection Processes for the Appointment of the Irish Ombudsman
for Children. Dublin: Public Appointments Service.

Children’s Rights Alliance (1997). Small Voices - Vital Rights: Submission to the United Nations
Committee on the Rights of the Child. Dublin: Children’s Rights Alliance. 

Children’s Rights Alliance (1998). Children’s Rights: Our Responsibilities. Concluding Observations of the
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child Following Examination of the First National
Report of Ireland on the Implementation of the Convention of the Rights of the Child. Dublin:
Children’s Rights Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2000). A Country is Judged on how it Treats its Children – An Information
Pack on the Importance of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Dublin: Children’s Rights
Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2001). National Children’s Strategy: Goals and Commitments. Dublin:
Children’s Rights Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2002). Pre-Budget Submission 2003: Put Children First. Dublin: Children’s
Rights Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2003a). Submission to the Department of Education and Science in relation to
the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2002. Dublin: Children’s Rights Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2003b). Children’s Rights Alliance Submission to the Joint Committee on
Education and Science in relation to the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003. Dublin:
Children’s Rights Alliance. 

Children’s Rights Alliance (2005). Children’s Rights Alliance – Pre-Budget Submission. Dublin: Children’s
Rights Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2006a). All Our Children – Child Impact Assessment for Irish Children of
Migrant Parents. Dublin: The CADIC Coalition.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2006b). From Rhetoric to Rights: Second Shadow Report to the United
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child. Dublin: Children’s Rights Alliance.

Council for Social Welfare (Ed.) (1991). The Rights of the Child. Irish Perspectives on the United Nations
Convention. Dublin: Council for Social Welfare.

Cousins, M. (1996). Seen and Heard - Promoting and Protecting Children’s Rights in Ireland. Dublin:
Children’s Rights Alliance.

an róil thábhachtaigh sin.  Thug roinnt
tráchtairí, lena n-áirítear Hayes (2001b; 2002a),
Kilkelly (2006), Lynch (1998), Martin (2000;
2006), Richardson (2001) agus Shannon (1999;
2000; 2001) forbhreathnú ar stádas dlíthiúil an
linbh in Éirinn. Rinneadh taighde le fócas
sonrach ar chearta leanaí teifeach agus an
luchta iarrtha tearmainn (Stapleton agus
Fanning, 2002) agus leanaí faoi chúram (Bord
Sláinte an Iarthair, 2001) i gcomhthéacs na
hÉireann freisin. 
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22 Department of Foreign Affairs (1996). United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. First
Annual Report of Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1997c). Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Children. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000a). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000b). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives:
Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000c). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report of the Public Consultation. Dublin The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000d). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report of the Public Consultation: Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000e). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report to Children on the Public Consultation. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000f). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives:
Children’s Version. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2001b). National Report on the Follow-up to the World Summit
for Children. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2002c). Ombudsman for Children Bill. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Health and Children (2002d). Ombudsman for Children Act. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Flanagan, F. (2002). Janusz Korczak and the Problem(s) of Childhood. Irish Educational Studies, Volume
21, No. 1, Spring 2002, pp. 47-62.

Hayes, N. (2001b). Cherishing all the Children of the Nation Equally: State Provision and Responsibility
for Children in Ireland (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001a).
Understanding Children, Volume 1: State, Education and Economy. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 3-20.

Hayes, N. (2002a). Children’s Rights - Whose Right? A Review of Child Policy Development in Ireland.
Studies in Public Policy 9. Dublin: The Policy Institute at Trinity College Dublin.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997a). Act Now for Children. (Samples of ISPCC
Campaigns and Advocacy Work Involving Children). Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997d). Mo Chuid Ceart/ My Rights. Dublin: Irish
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

Kilkelly, U. (2006). Children’s Rights: An Early Years Perspective. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland)
Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork,
April 2006.

Lynch, K. (1998). The Status of Children and Young Persons: Educational and Related Issues (in) Healy, S.
and Reynolds, B. (Eds.) (1998). Social Policy in Ireland - Principles, Practice and Problems. Dublin: Oak
Tree Press, pp. 321-354.

Martin, F. (2000). The Politics of Children’s Rights. Cork: Cork University Press/ Undercurrents Series.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 234



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

235

22Martin, F. (2004). The Ombudsman for Children – An Analysis of the Strengths and Weaknesses of the
Irish Model. Administration, Volume 52, No. 1, Spring 2004, pp. 46-68.

Martin, F. (2006). Judges, Parents and the Child: Where is the Child in this Hierarchy? Paper presented at
the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years,
University College Cork, April 2006.

Maunsell, C. (2005). Irish Student Teachers’ Understanding and Perceptions of Human Rights Education:
The Implications for Early Childhood Education. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young
Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

National Children’s Office (2005b). United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child – Ireland’s
Second Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Pinkerton, J. (2001). Ireland’s National Children’s Strategy – An Inside Outsider’s View: Policy Review.
Children and Society, Volume 15, No. 2, pp. 118-121.

Richardson, V. (2001). Legal and Constitutional Rights of Children in Ireland (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla
Phádraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001a). Understanding Children, Volume 1: State, Education and
Economy. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 21-44.

Shannon, G. (1999). Children in the Legal Process. Paper presented at the Children at Risk in Ireland
Anniversary Conference, October 1999.

Shannon, G. (2000). Children and the Law: Papers of Continuing Legal Education Seminar. Dublin:
Blackhall Place.

Shannon, G. (2001). European Convention on Human Rights Bill, 2001 and Child Law. Paper presented
to the Family Law Conference, Dublin, September, 2001.

Stapleton, J. and Fanning, B. (2002). Refugee and Asylum Seeking Children in Ireland: A Rights Based
Approach (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in Early Childhood: A Collection of Essays. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 24-43.

Uí Ainín, M. (2004a). Coinbhinsiún na Náisiún Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D.
(Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 11-16.

United Nations (1989). United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly, 20th November 1989. (Ratified by Ireland, September 1992). Geneva: United
Nations. 

United Nations (1998). United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Concluding Observations
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child: Ireland 04/02/98. CRC/C/15/Add.85. (Concluding
Observations/ Comments). Geneva: United Nations.

Western Health Board (2001). Charter of Rights for Children and Young People in Care. Galway:
Western Health Board.

Whyte, J. and Smyth, C. (2004). ISPCC Childline Service – A Review. Dublin: Children’s Research Centre.

Children’s Voices and Participation

Documenting the impact of Children’s Voices
and Participation in Irish society has formed the
subject of a small but growing nucleus of
research. Donnelly (2006) and Kilkelly and
Donnelly (2006) documented the right and
strategies for the voice of the child to be heard

Glóir agus Rannpháirteachas Leanaí 

Tá líon beag taighde a dhéanann cur síos ar
thionchar Glóir agus Rannpháirteachas Leanaí ar
shochaí na hÉireann ach tá líon an taighde sin
ag dul i méid. Rinne Donnelly (2006) agus
Kilkelly agus Donnelly (2006) cur síos ar cheart
an linbh a dtuairimí a chur in iúl agus straitéisí

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 235



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

236

22 in various contexts. The Guardian Ad Litem
Group (2001) make the case for the
independent representation of children to
ensure their voice is heard in society. Insights
into children’s participation in the policymaking
process in Ireland have been provided by Hayes
(2004b) and Kilkelly (1997). The Irish Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997b;
1997c) published samples of campaigns and
models they employed to promote the voices of
young children in Ireland. Whyte (2005a)
examined the ethical and other issues for
children participating in research and the
development of policy in Ireland. 

Donnelly, P. (2006). Democratic Teaching: Young Children Finding Voice. Paper presented at the EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Guardian Ad Litem Group (2001). Giving Children a Voice: The Case for the Independent
Representation of Children. Dublin: Report of the Guardian Ad Litem Group.

Harris, E. (2006). My Right to Know: A Study of Children and Young People’s Awareness of their Rights,
Fourteen Years on from Ireland’s Ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Dublin:
Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

Hayes, N. (2004b). Children’s Rights: Participation of Children in Policy-making in Ireland (in) Crimmens,
D. and West, A. (Eds.) (2004). Having their Say. Young People and Participation: European Experiences.
Lyme Regis: Russell House Publishing, pp. 47-58.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997b). Asking Children. (Samples of ISPCC
Campaigns and Advocacy Work Involving Children). Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children.

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997c). Making Children’s Voices Heard. (Samples
of ISPCC Campaigns and Advocacy Work Involving Children). Dublin: Irish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children.

Kilkelly, U. (1997). Small Voices, Vital Rights. Dublin: Children’s Rights Alliance.

Kilkelly, U. and Donnelly, M. (2006). The Child’s Right to be Heard in the Healthcare Setting:
Perspectives of Children, Parents and Health Professionals – The National Children’s Strategy Research
Series. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Maloney, M. (2005). Children's Identity and Participation. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference,
Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Whyte, J. (2005a). Are there Issues Around Participation for Young Children? A Review. Paper presented
at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin,
August/ September 2005.

chun tuairimí an linbh a chur san áireamh i
gcomhthéacsanna éagsúla. Molann an Guardian
Ad Litem Group (2001) ionadaíocht
neamhspleách a dhéanamh ar leanaí chun a
chinntiú go n-éisteann an tsochaí leo. Tugann
Hayes (2004b) agus Kilkelly (1997) léargais faoi
rannpháirteachas leanaí sa phróiseas déanta
beartais in Éirinn. Foilsíonn Cumann na hÉireann
um Chosaint Leanaí (1997b; 1997c) eiseamláirí
feachtas agus samhaltacha a d’úsáid siad chun
glóir leanaí óga a chur chun cinn in Éirinn. Rinne
Whyte (2005a) scrúdú ar shaincheisteanna
eiticiúla agus eile do leanaí a ghlacann páirt sa
taighde agus i bhforbairt beartais in Éirinn. 
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23 Special Needs

Understanding of and provision for children
with special needs in Ireland has improved in
recent years, underpinned now by a policy and
legislative framework. However, much remains
to be achieved to ensure that each and every
child in Ireland receives care and education
apposite to her/his needs and abilities in order
to reach her/his true potential.

To this end, the theme of Special Needs has
formed the focus of much research in recent
years and is represented here by 191
publications. Following a process of thematic
analysis, the following sub-themes were
generated:

• Policy Development and Legislation [32]

• Inclusion and Integration [17]

• Educational Intervention [47]

• School-based Initiatives [42]

• Physical and Sensory Disability [20]

• Intellectual Disability [33]

Policy Development and Legislation

The growth in policy and legislation regarding
special needs is evident by the large number of
publications within Policy Development and
Legislation. The CECDE (2004c) produced a
nationwide audit of services for children with
special needs in Ireland, similar to other
enumeration exercises conducted by the DHC
(1997b) and Watson (1996). The development of
the Disability Act (Government of Ireland, 2005)
has been informed by a number of submissions
from a range of individuals and organisations
(CECDE, 2004h; Children’s Rights Alliance, 2003a;
2003b; INTO, 2003d; Meaney, 2004; National
Federation of Voluntary Bodies, 2003). For
children of primary school age, a number of
policy and legislative documents inform the
provision and delivery of services to children
with special needs, including the Department of
Education (1993) and the DES (1998a; 2000b;
2004). The Department of Equality and Law
Reform (1995b) produced a policy document
relating to the status of people with disabilities,
as well as subsequent reviews of its progress
(Commission on the Status of People with
Disabilities, 1996; DJELR, 1999a). The
Department of Health (1990) published a
seminal policy document of the needs of the
intellectually disabled. Hughes (1999; 2000)
analysed the evolution of Department of

Riachtanais Speisialta

Tá feabhas tagtha ar thuiscint ar leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta in Éirinn agus ar an
soláthar dóibh le blianta beaga anuas, tacaithe
anois ag creatlach beartais agus reachtaíochta.
Mar sin féin, ní mór go leor eile a dhéanamh
chun a chinntiú go bhfaigheann gach leanbh in
Éirinn cúram agus oideachas a oireann dá
riachtanais agus dá (h)inniúlachtaí chun cur ar a
c(h)umas a p(h)oitéinseal a bhaint amach.

Chun na críche sin, bhí an téama Riachtanais
Speisialta mar fhócas go leor taighde le blianta
beaga anuas agus cuimsíonn an téama seo 191
foilseachán. I ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, roinneadh
iad sna fo-théamaí seo a leanas:

• Forbairt Beartais agus Reachtaíocht [32]

• Cuimsitheacht agus Comhtháthú [17]

• Idirghabháil Oideachais [47]

• Tionscnaimh Scoilbhunaithe [42]

• Míchumas Fisiciúil agus Céadfach [20]

• Míchumas Intleachtúil [33]

Forbairt Beartais agus Reachtaíocht

Léiríonn an líon mór foilseachán rangaithe faoi
Fhorbairt Beartais agus Reachtaíocht an fás atá
tagtha ar bheartas agus reachtaíocht i leith
riachtanas speisialta. Tháirg an CECDE (2004c)
iniúchadh ar sheirbhísí ar fud na tíre do leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta in Éirinn, cosúil le
cleachtais liostaithe eile déanta ag an DHC
(1997b) agus Watson (1996). Chabhraigh roinnt
aighneas ó dhaoine agus eagraíochtaí éagsúla
(CECDE, 2004h; an Comhaontas um Chearta
Leanaí, 2003a; 2003b; INTO, 2003d; Meaney,
2004; Cónaidhm Náisiúnta na gComhlachtaí
Deonacha, 2003) le forbairt an Achta
Mhíchumais (Rialtas na hÉireann, 2005). Maidir
le leanaí ag aois bunscoile, treoraíonn roinnt
cáipéisí beartais agus reachtaíochta soláthar
agus seachadadh seirbhísí do leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta, lena n-áirítear an Roinn
Oideachais (1993) agus an DES (1998a; 2000b;
2004). Tháirg an Roinn Comhionannais agus
Athchóirithe Dlí (1995b) cáipéis bheartais ar
stádas daoine faoi mhíchumas, le cois
athbhreithnithe ar a dhul chun cinn (an
Coimisiún um Stádas Daoine faoi Mhíchumas,
1996; DJELR, 1999a). D’fhoilsigh an Roinn Sláinte
(1990) cáipéis bheartais ríthábhachtach ar
riachtanais daoine faoi mhíchumas intleachtúil.
Rinne Hughes (1999; 2000) anailís ar fhorbairt
cháipéisí beartais na Roinne Oideachais a bhain
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23Education policy documents related to general
learning disabilities from the 1960s. An overview
of the policy and legislative position of children
with special educational needs in Ireland has
been documented by McGough (2001), Meaney
(2005) and the National Disability Authority
(2005c). Whyte (2003; 2005b) provides insights
into the ethical and other issues in researching
children with disabilities. 

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004c). On Target? An Audit of Provision of
Services Targeting Disadvantage and Special Needs among Children from Birth to Six Years in Ireland.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2004h). Submission to the Oireachtas Joint
Committee on Education and Science on the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2003a). Submission to the Department of Education and Science in relation
to the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2002. Dublin: Children’s Rights Alliance.

Children’s Rights Alliance (2003b). Children’s Rights Alliance Submission to the Joint Committee on
Education and Science in relation to the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003. Dublin:
Children’s Rights Alliance. 

Combat Poverty Agency (1994). Papers from National Conference on Disability, Exclusion and Poverty.
Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Commission on the Status of People with Disabilities (1996). A Strategy for Equality: Report of the
Commission on the Status of People with Disabilities. Report Commissioned by the Department of
Equality and Law Reform. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education (1993). Report of the Special Education Review Committee. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1998a). A National Educational Psychological Service - Report of
the Planning Group. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2000b). Learning Support Guidelines. Dublin: The Stationery
Office. 

Department of Education and Science (2004). The Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs
Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Equality and Law Reform (1995b). Report of the Commission on the Status of People
with Disabilities. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health (1990). Needs and Abilities – A Policy of the Intellectually Disabled: Report of a
Review Group on Mental Handicap Services. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1997b). Services to Persons with a Mental Handicap/ Intellectual
Disability. Assessment of Need 1997-2001. Dublin: Department of Health.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1999a). Progress Report of the Commission on the
Status of People with Disabilities – Towards Equal Citizenship. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001d). The Disability Bill 2001. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

le míchumas foghlama ginearálta ó na 1960í ar
aghaidh. Tugann McGough (2001), Meaney
(2005) agus an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Míchumais
(2005c) forbhreathnú ar sheasamh beartais agus
reachtach leanaí le riachtanais oideachais
speisialta in Éirinn. Tugann Whyte (2003; 2005b)
léargais ar shaincheisteanna eiticiúla agus eile a
bhaineann le taighde a dhéanamh ar leanaí faoi
mhíchumas. 
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23 Fallon, J. (2004a). On Target? Targeting Disadvantage and Special Needs Among Children aged Birth to
Six in Ireland (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings
of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 134-152.

Government of Ireland (2003). Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Government of Ireland (2004). The Disabilities Bill. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (2005). Disability Act 2005. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Hughes, M. (1999). A Study of Policy Documents Illustrating the Development of Thinking and the
Provision of Educational Services for Children with a Mental Handicap/ General Learning Disability from
1960-1998. M. Ed. Thesis. Maynooth: National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Hughes, M. (2000). Towards a New Era: A Review of Policy Documents Relating to General Learning
Disabilities, 1960-1990. Reach: Journal of Special Education Needs in Ireland, Volume 13, No. 2, pp. 66-
76. 

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2003d). INTO Submission to the Joint Committee on Education
and Science on the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill September 2003. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

McGough, A. (2001). Educational Provision for Preschool Children: A Response to the White Paper.
Reach, Volume 15, pp. 2-13.

Meaney, M. (2004). Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Bill. Paper presented at
National Disability Authority Conference, Living Learning and Working with Special Educational Needs,
Dublin, July 2004.

Meaney, M. (2005). Policy, Legislation and Practice for Children with Special Needs in Ireland (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 136-144.

National Disability Authority (2002b). Submission to Childcare (Preschool Services) Regulations 1996 and
(Amendment) Regulations 1997 Review Group. Dublin: National Disability Authority.

National Disability Authority (2005c). Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004.
Dublin: National Disability Authority.

National Federation of Voluntary Bodies (2003). Response to Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill
2003. Dublin: National Federation of Voluntary Bodies.

National Rehabilitation Board (1994). Equal Status: Submission to the Commission on the Status of
People with Disabilities. Dublin: National Rehabilitation Board.

Watson, D. (1996). An Analysis and Evaluation of Statistical Information on People with Disabilities in
Ireland: Report for the Commission on the Status of People with Disabilities. Dublin: Economic and
Social Research Institute.

Whyte, J. (2003). Ethical Issues in Research with Children with Disabilities. Paper presented at Towards
Ethical Guidelines for Disability Research, Second Annual National Disability Authority Research
Conference, Dublin, December 2003.

Whyte, J. (2005b). Research with Children with Disabilities: A Review of Practical and Ethical Concerns -
Guidelines and Checklist. Dublin: Children's Research Centre and National Disability Authority.
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23Inclusion and Integration

The policy of Inclusion and Integration for
children with special needs within mainstream
settings has generated a considerable range of
research into the practice. Carlow CCC (2005b)
and Westmeath CCC (2004a) have produced
policy documents regarding the provision of
inclusive education within their respective
jurisdictions. Research into the experiences and
progress of children with special educational
needs in mainstream ECCE settings has been
provided by Daly et al. (2006), Devitt (1995),
McDonnell (2000) and Walls and O’Connor
(2005). Fitzpatrick (1995) and Perrin and
Prenderville (1996) provided insights and
overviews of inclusive ECCE practice in Ireland. A
number of individuals and organisations have
documented inclusion policy and practice within
primary schools, including Hand (2001), the
INTO (1993c; 2000c; 2003c), Mannion (2001),
Marley (1996) and Martin and Hickey (1992). 

Brothers of Charity Services (2001). Going Forward Together - The Brothers of Charity Services Ethos.
Galway: Brothers of Charity Services.

Carlow County Childcare Committee (2005b). Towards Inclusive Childcare Provision in County Carlow –
Additional Needs: A Guide for Early Years’ Services. Carlow: Carlow County Childcare Committee.

Daly, F., Daly, A. and Whyte, J. (2006). Páistí le Chéile: A Study of Preschool Children with Special Needs
in Mainstream Childcare in Co. Roscommon. Roscommon: Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

Devitt, S. (1995). Inclusion of Children with Intellectual Disabilities into Mainstream Settings. Dublin: St.
John of God.

Fitzpatrick, L. (1995). The Social Integration of Children with Learning Difficulties under the Age of 6
into Mainstream Playgroups – An Observational Study. Dublin: St. John of God.

Hand, B. (2001). Best Practice in Inclusion: Primary Teacher’s Perspectives. Dublin: MA. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1993c). Accommodating Difference – An INTO Policy Document
on the Integration of Children with Disabilities into Mainstream National Schools. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2000c). Inclusion – Proceedings of Special Education Conference.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2003c). Supporting Special Education in the Mainstream School.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Mannion, E. (2001). Autism and the Mainstream Primary School: A Case Study. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

Marley, P. (1996). Changing Teachers Attitudes Towards Inclusive Education: The Effectiveness of a Short
In-service Programme. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Martin, M. and Hickey, B. (1992). A Study of the Prevalence of Pupils with Disabilities and Special Needs
in Ordinary Classes in Primary Schools (in) Department of Education (1993). Report of the Special
Education Review Committee. Dublin: The Stationery Office, pp. 243-289. 

Cuimsitheacht agus Comhtháthú

Mar thoradh ar an mbeartas Chuimsitheacht
agus Comhtháthú do leanaí le riachtanais
speisialta i suímh phríomhshrutha, tá go leor
taighde déanta ar an gcleachtas sin. D’eisigh
CCC Cheatharlach (2005b) agus CCC na hIarmhí
(2004a) cáipéisí beartais a bhaineann le soláthar
an oideachais chuimsithigh laistigh dá ndlínsí
faoi seach. Chuir Daly et al. (2006), Devitt (1995),
McDonnell (2000) agus Walls agus O’Connor
(2005) taighde ar fáil faoi thaithí agus dul chun
cinn leanaí le riachtanais oideachais speisialta i
suímh COLO phríomshrutha. Thug Fitzpatrick
(1995) agus Perrin agus Prenderville (1996)
léargais agus forbhreathnú ar chleachtas
cuimsitheach COLO in Éirinn.  Rinne roinnt
daoine agus eagraíochtaí cur síos ar bheartas
agus cleachtas cuimsitheach i mbunscoileanna,
lena n-áirítear Hand (2001), an INTO (1993c;
2000c; 2003c), Mannion (2001), Marley (1996)
agus Martin agus Hickey (1992). 
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23 McDonnell, P. (2000). Inclusive Education in Ireland: Rhetoric and Reality (in) Armstrong, F., Armstrong
D. and Barton, L. (Eds.) (2000). Inclusive Education: Policy, Contexts and Comparative Perspectives.
London: David Fulton, pp. 12-26.

Meehan, S. (1992). Parents of Special Needs Children: Perceptions of Integrated Education. M. Ed.
Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Perrin, H. and Prendiville, A. (1996). Integrated Education for Students with a Physical Disability: A
Survey of the Provisions Being Made. Dublin: Muscular Dystrophy Ireland.

Walls, M. and O’Connor, M. (2005). Building Blocks to Best Practice - Introducing an “Integrated Holistic
Model” of Early Intervention with Children and Families (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 393-409.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2004a). Including Children with Special Needs in Mainstream
Childcare. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Intervention and Research

Early intervention for children with special
needs is now recognised as essential for
optimum development and a large volume of
research relates to Intervention and Research in
the early years. The importance of early
intervention for children in hospital has been
documented by the Association for Welfare of
Children in Hospital (1993), Bannon (2002),
Children in Hospital Ireland (2000; 2002a; 2002b;
2002c) and Children in Hospital Ireland and the
Irish Association for Hospital Play Specialists
(2000). Cederman (2006a; 2006b) reported on a
targeted intervention for children with special
needs in ECCE settings. Overviews of policy in
relation to early intervention for young children
have been provided by Carpenter (1999), Cleary
(2001), Dineen (2004; 2005), Duignan (2004d),
Fallon and Walsh (2004) and Hayes (1997).
Reviews of specific local needs and interventions
have been documented by a number of
researchers, including Cullen (1998a), Dublin City
Childcare Focus Group (2004), Flanagan and Ó
Nualláin (2001), Glennane et al. (2005), IPPA
(2004d), McCormack (1997), Mulrooney et al.
(1999), North Eastern Health Board (2000),
Northern Area Health Board (2003), South
Eastern Health Board (1996b; 1999), WESTBIC
(2001), Westmeath CCC (2004b) and Whyte et al.
(2006). Specific emphasis on the need to support
the parents and families of children undergoing
intervention forms the focus of a number of
researchers (DHC, 2002f; Tallaght Partnership,
2001). Kelleher et al. (2006a; 2006b) and
McGough (2005) reported on the results of a
project that documented early years provision in
two geographical areas in Ireland. International
perspectives on early intervention formed the
subject of research by McCausland (2005) and
Soriano (1998). The National Disability Authority
(2002a; 2005a; 2005b) and the National

Idirghabháil agus Taighde

Aithnítear anois go bhfuil sé riachtanach
idirghabháil luath a dhéanamh le leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta chun cur ar a gcumas an
fhorbairt is fearr a dhéanamh agus baineann
líon mór taighde le hIdirghabháil agus Taighde
sna blianta luatha. Rinne an Association for
Welfare of Children in Hospital (1993), Bannon
(2002), Children in Hospital Ireland (2000; 2002a;
2002b; 2002c) agus Children in Hospital Ireland
agus an Irish Association for Hospital Play
Specialists (2000) cur síos ar an tábhacht a
bhaineann le hidirghabháil luath do leanaí san
ospidéal. Thug Cederman (2006a; 2006b) tuairisc
faoi idirghabháil spriocdhírithe do leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta i suímh COLO. Thug
Carpenter (1999), Cleary (2001), Dineen (2004;
2005), Duignan (2004d), Fallon agus Walsh
(2004) agus Hayes (1997) forbhreathnú ar
bheartas i ndáil le hidirghabháil luath do leanaí
óga. Rinne roinnt taighdeoirí, Cullen (1998a),
Fócasghrúpa ar Chúram Leanaí Chathair Bhaile
Átha Cliath (2004), Flanagan agus Ó Nualláin
(2001), Glennane et al. (2005), IPPA (2004d),
McCormack (1997), Mulrooney et al. (1999),
Bord Sláinte an Oirthuaiscirt (2000), Bord Sláinte
Cheantar an Tuaiscirt (2003), Bord Sláinte an
Oirdheiscirt (1996b; 1999), WESTBIC (2001), CCC
na hIarmhí (2004b) agus Whyte et al. (2006) ina
measc, athbhreithnithe ar riachtanais agus
idirghabhálacha áitiúla sonracha.  Leagann
obair roinnt taighdeoirí béim shonrach ar an
ngá tacú le tuismitheoirí agus teaghlaigh na
leanaí a bhfuil idirghabháil á déanamh leo
(DHC, 2002f; Comhpháirtíocht Thamhlachta,
2001). Thug Kelleher et al. (2006a; 2006b) agus
McGough (2005) tuairisc faoi thorthaí
tionscadail a rinne cur síos ar sholáthar do na
blianta luatha in dhá limistéar thíreolaíocha in
Éirinn. Bhain taighde le McCausland (2005) agus
Soriano (1998) le peirspictíochtaí idirnáisiúnta ar
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23Disability Authority Research Unit and Research
and Evaluation Services (2001) have produced a
number of reports on conferences and seminars
held in Ireland relating to intervention for
children with special needs and on attitudes to
disability in Ireland.

Association for Welfare of Children in Hospital (1993). Play Facilities for Child Patients in Irish Hospitals.
Dublin: Association for Welfare of Children in Hospital.

Bannon, O. (2002). Play in Hospitals: Pre- and Post- Platt (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002).
Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 316-332.

Carpenter, B. (1999). Supporting Families: The Case for Early Intervention. Reach, Volume 12, No. 2, pp.
75-84.

Cederman, K. (2006a). Synergy – An Exploration of High Quality Early Intervention for Children with
Special Needs in Diverse Early Childhood Care and Education Settings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education.

Cederman, K. (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - Synergy – An Exploration of High Quality Early
Intervention for Children with Special Needs in Diverse Early Childhood Care and Education Settings:
Executive Summary. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Children in Hospital Ireland (2000). Guidelines for the Care of Children with Special Needs in Hospital.
Dublin: Children in Hospital Ireland.

Children in Hospital Ireland (2002a). Update on Play Facilities Report. Dublin: Children in Hospital Ireland.

Children in Hospital Ireland (2002b). An Outline Guide for the Care of Children in Hospital. Dublin:
Children in Hospital Ireland.

Children in Hospital Ireland (2002c). The EACH Charter for Children in Hospital and Annotations 2002.
Dublin: European Association for Children in Hospital.

Children in Hospital Ireland and the Irish Association for Hospital Play Specialists (2000). The Hospital
Playlink. Dublin: Children in Hospital Ireland.

Cleary, A. (2001). The Child, the Family and Disability (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phádraig, M. and Quin,
S. (Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin:
Oak Tree Press, pp. 145-166. 

Cullen, B. (1998a). Special Education Project: St. Vincent’s Trust Evaluation Review. Dublin: The
Children’s Research Centre, Special Education Project and St. Vincent’s Trust.

Dennis, R. (1993). Quality of Life as Context for Planning and Evaluation of Services for People with
Disabilities. Dublin: Enable Ireland.

Department of Health and Children (2002f). What do I do Now? The Parents Future Planning Group. A
Book to Assist Parents upon Hearing that their Child has Special Needs. Dublin: Health Promotion Unit.

Dineen, M. (2004). Providing Quality Experience for Children with Special Needs (in) Horgan, M. and
Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference
2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 85-92.

Dineen, M. (2005). Programme Quality in Early Special Education. M. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University
College Cork.

idirghabháil luath.  Tá roinnt tuairiscí faoi
chomhdhálacha agus seimineáir tionólta in
Éirinn a bhaineann le hidirghabháil do leanaí le
riachtanais speisialta agus dearcaí faoin
míchumas in Éirinn eisithe ag an Údarás
Náisiúnta Míchumas (2002a; 2005a; 2005b) agus
Aonad Taighde agus Seirbhísí Meastóireachta an
Údaráis Náisiúnta Míchumais (2001).  
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23 Dolan, J. (2002). Children…with Disabilities (in) Schonfeld, H. (Ed.) (2002). Diversity in Early Childhood: A
Collection of Essays. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre, pp. 82-89.

Dublin City Childcare Focus Group (2004). Accessible Childcare for All – A Study into Access to Early
Years Service for Children and Parents with Additional Needs in Dublin North West Area. Dublin: Dublin
City Childcare Focus Group.

Duignan, M. (2004d). Early Childhood Provision. Paper presented at National Disability Authority
Conference, Student Journeys: The Special Education Routes, Dublin, December 2004.

Fallon, J. and Walsh, T. (2004). Introduction to the Centre for Early Childhood and Development and
Education. Paper presented at National Disability Authority Conference, Living, Learning and Working
with Special Needs, Dublin, July 2004.

Flanagan, O. and Ó Nualláin, S. (2001). A Study Looking at the Effectiveness of Developmental
Screening in Identifying Learning Disabilities in Early Childhood. Irish Medical Journal, Volume 94, No. 5,
pp. 148-150.

Glennane, R., Morrison. T., Oswell, J. and Timothy, A. (2005). Interdisciplinary Team Assessment: CRC
Style (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 320-327.

Harris, P. (1995). Who am I? Concepts of Disability and Their Implications for People with Learning
Difficulties. Disability and Society, Volume 10, No. 3, pp. 341-351.

Hayes, N. (1997). Social Exclusion and Irish Policy Regarding Early Interventions. Paper presented at the
28th Psychological Society of Ireland Conference, Ennis.

IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation (2004d). Children with Additional Needs in Early Childhood
Services. Dublin: IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation.

Kelleher, E., McGough, A. and Ware, J. (2006a). Early Years Provision for Children from Birth to Six Years
with Special Needs in Two Geographical Areas in Ireland. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education.

Kelleher, E., McGough, A. and Ware, J. (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - Early Years Provision for
Children from Birth to Six Years with Special Needs in Two Geographical Areas in Ireland: Executive
Summary. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

McCausland, D. (2005). International Experience in the Provision of Individual Education Plans for
Children with Disabilities. Dublin: National Disability Authority.

McCormack, B. (1997). Analysis of Development of Disability Services in Ireland. The Local Support
Service. Dublin: St. Michael’s House.

McDonnell, A. (2005). Supporting Quality through Targeted Research on Special Needs and
Disadvantage (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of
Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp.
343-351.

McGough, A. (2005). Early Years Provision from Birth to Six Years with Special Needs in Two
Geographical Areas in Ireland. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Mulrooney, M., Harrold, M., Rogers, Y. and Van Den Berg, D. (1999). A Survey of Challenging Behaviour
in Special National Schools. Reach: Journal of Special Needs Education, Volume 12, No. 2, pp. 119-126. 

National Disability Authority (2002a). Disability Related Research in Ireland 1996-2001. Dublin: National
Disability Authority.
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23National Disability Authority (2005a). Student Journeys – The Special Education Routes: Summary of
Proceedings. Dublin: National Disability Authority.

National Disability Authority (2005b). Educating for a Better Future – Summary of Proceedings of the
2004 Seminar Series ‘Living, Learning and Working with Special Educational Needs’. Dublin: National
Disability Authority.

National Disability Authority Research Unit and Research and Evaluation Services (2001). Attitudes to
Disability: Preliminary Findings of a Survey Commissioned by the National Disability Authority. Dublin:
National Disability Authority.

North Eastern Health Board (2000). Foundations for Diversity – Report of the Pilot Project. Early
Intervention Services for Children with Developmental Delay and their Families. Meath: Meath
Community Services.

Northern Area Health Board (2003). A Consultation Report on Access to Care and Education Services for
Pre-School Age Children with a Disability in North County Dublin. Dublin: Northern Area Health Board.

Rush, M. (2003a). Including Children: Childcare Audit 2003 – Diversity, Disability and Additional Needs.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

Soriano, V. (Ed.) (1998). Early Intervention in Europe: Organisation of Services and Supports for Children
and their Families, Trends in 17 European Countries. Denmark: European Agency for Development and
Special Needs Education.

South Eastern Health Board (1996b). Needs Assessment of Children with Special Needs – Waterford.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1999). Children with Special Needs. Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Sullivan, M., Knutson, J., Scanlon, J. and Cork, P. (1997). Maltreatment of Children with Disabilities:
Family Risk Factors and Prevention Implications. Journal of Child Centred Practice, Volume 4, No. 1, pp.
33-46.

Tallaght Partnership (2001). I Don’t Know How You Do It – A Small Insight into the Lives and Concerns
of Parents of Children with Disabilities. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

WESTBIC (2001). Research Report into the Needs of People with Disabilities. Roscommon: Roscommon
Partnership Company.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2004b). Directory of Services for Children with Special Needs
in Westmeath. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Whyte, J., Daly, F. and Daly, A. (2006). Preschool Children with Special Educational Needs in Co.
Roscommon. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of
Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

School-based Initiatives

As a significant element of service provision for
children with special needs, School-based
Initiatives are the subject of a number of
research projects. Children with autistic
spectrum disorders have formed the subject of
research for Balfe (2003) and Mannion (2001).
Comparisons of provision for children with
special needs in integrated or inclusive settings
as opposed to segregated settings have been
documented by Butler (2002; 2003). Gash (1997),

Tionscnaimh Scoilbhunaithe

Toisc go mbíonn Tionscnaimh Scoilbhunaithe
mar ghné shuntasach den soláthar seirbhíse do
leanaí le riachtanais speisialta, baineann roinnt
tionscadal taighde leo. Bhain taighde Balfe
(2003) agus Mannion (2001) le leanaí le
neamhoird ar an speictream uathachais.  Rinne
Butler (2002; 2003) comparáid idir soláthar do
leanaí le riachtanais speisialta i suímh
chomhtháite agus chuimsitheacha agus an
soláthar dóibh i suímh leithscartha. Dhírigh
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23 Hand (2001), Marley (1996) and McCarthy and
Kenny (2006) have focused their research on the
attitudes of pupils and teachers to children with
special needs and the educational provision
made for them. The INTO (1993c; 1994b; 1996a;
2000c; 2003b; 2003c; 2003d) have produced a
number of policy documents regarding the
provision of education in primary schools for
children with special educational needs. The
production of Individual Education Plans, which
will become more prevalent following the
enactment of legislation, has been addressed by
Keady (2003), the National Council for Special
Education (2006), O’Brien et al. (2006) and
O’Sullivan (2002). The work of Resource teachers
in primary schools has been investigated by
Keady (2003) and McCarthy (2001). Martin and
Hickey (1992) and O’Malley (1998) enumerated
the prevalence of special needs pupils in primary
schools and the provision made by schools to
meet these needs. The NCCA (1999; 2002) have
provided curricular guidance for teachers in
relation to all aspects of the curriculum for
pupils with mild general learning disabilities,
moderate general learning disabilities and
severe and profound general learning
disabilities. 

Balfe, T. (2003). Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders: How They Think and Learn. REACH, Journal
of Special Education Needs in Ireland, Volume 16. No. 2, pp. 118-126.

Butler, J. (2002). The Differences in the Social Competency of Children who Attend Integrated Junior
Infant Classes and Children who Attend Segregated Learning Environments (in) Horgan, M. and
Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 295-307.

Butler, J. (2003). The Differences in the Social Competence of Children who Attend Integrated Junior
Infant Classes and Children who Attend Segregated Learning Environments. Ph.D Thesis. Cork:
University College Cork.

Gash, H. (1997). Changes in Children’s Attitude to Handicap Following Classroom Experience. Frontline,
Volume 29, pp. 10-14.

Hand, B. (2001). Best Practice in Inclusion: Primary Teacher’s Perspectives. Dublin: MA. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1993c). Accommodating Difference – An INTO Policy Document on
the Integration of Children with Disabilities into Mainstream National Schools. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1994b). Remedial Education – A Review. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1996a). Providing Education for Pupils with Severe and Profound
Handicap. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2000c). Inclusion – Proceedings of Special Education Conference.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

taighde Gash (1997), Hand (2001), Marley (1996)
agus McCarthy agus Kenny (2006) ar dhearcaí
daltaí agus múinteoirí faoi leanaí le riachtanais
speisialta agus an soláthar oideachais déanta
dóibh. Tháirg an INTO (1993c; 1994b; 1996a;
2000c; 2003b; 2003c; 2003d) roinnt cáipéisí
beartais i ndáil le soláthar an oideachais i
mbunscoileanna do leanaí le riachtanais
oideachais speisialta. Thug Keady (2003), an
Chomhairle Náisiúnta um Oideachas Speisialta
(2006), O’Brien et al. (2006) agus O’Sullivan
(2002) aghaidh ar tháirgeadh Pleananna
Oideachais Aonair, a bheidh níos comónta i
ndiaidh achtú na reachtaíochta. Rinne Keady
(2003) agus McCarthy (2001) scrúdú ar obair
mhúinteoirí Acmhainne i mbunscoileanna.
D’áirigh Martin agus Hickey (1992) agus
O’Malley (1998) líon na ndaltaí le riachtanais
speisialta i mbunscoileanna agus an soláthar
déanta ag scoileanna chun freastal ar na
riachtanais sin. Chuir an NCCA (1999;2002) treoir
churaclaim ar fáil do mhúinteoirí maidir le
gnéithe uile an churaclaim do dhaltaí faoi
mhíchumas foghlama ginearálta éadrom,
míchumas foghlama ginearálta meánach agus
míchumas foghlama ginearálta trom agus
domhain. 
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23Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2003b). Let the Children Speak: A Report on the Support Services
Available to Primary School Children with Speech and Language Difficulties. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2003c). Supporting Special Education in the Mainstream School.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2003d). INTO Submission to the Joint Committee on Education
and Science on the Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill September 2003. Dublin: Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation.

Keady, F. (2003). An Examination of the Process of Development and Application of Individual Education
Plans by Resource Teachers for Children with Special Educational Needs in Selected Mainstream Irish
Primary Schools. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Mannion, E. (2001). Autism and the Mainstream Primary School: A Case Study. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

Marley, P. (1996). Changing Teachers Attitudes Towards Inclusive Education: The Effectiveness of a Short
In-service Programme. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Martin, M. and Hickey, B. (1992). A Study of the Prevalence of Pupils with Disabilities and Special Needs
in Ordinary Classes in Primary Schools (in) Department of Education (1993). Report of the Special
Education Review Committee. Dublin: The Stationery Office, pp. 243-289. 

McCarthy, M. (2001). An Investigation into the Role of the Resource Teacher for Children with Special
Needs in Irish Primary Schools. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

McCarthy, O. and Kenny, M. (2006). Special Schools in Transition – Concerns and Hopes Among Teachers
in the Sector. Dublin: Irish Association of Teachers in Special Education.

Morgan, M., Shiel, G. and Larney, R. (1998). Study of Remedial Education in Irish Primary Schools –
Summary Report. Dublin: Educational Research Centre.

National Association for Deaf People (2002). School Report – Need for Improvement: Improving the
Education System for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People. Dublin: National Association for Deaf People.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (1999). Special Educational Needs – Curricular Needs:
Discussion Paper. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities - Drama. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – English: Communication and Language. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – Gaeilge: Teanga agus Cultúr. Dublin: National Council
for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities - Mathematics. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities - Music. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment.
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23 National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – Physical Education. Dublin: National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – Social, Personal, Health Education. Dublin: National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – Social, Environmental, Scientific Education. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Mild General Learning Disabilities – Visual Arts. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Moderate General Learning Disabilities. Volume 1: Teacher Guidelines. Dublin: National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Moderate General Learning Disabilities. Volume 2: Communication and Language,
Mathematics, SESE. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Moderate General Learning Disabilities. Volume 3: Arts Education, Physical Education and
SPHE. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Severe and Profound General Learning Disabilities. Volume 1: Teacher Guidelines. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Severe and Profound General Learning Disabilities. Volume 2: Communication and
Language, Mathematics, SESE. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of
Students with Severe and Profound General Learning Disabilities. Volume 3: Arts Education, Physical
Education and SPHE. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Special Education (2006). Guidelines on the Individual Education Plan Process.
Meath: National Council for Special Education.

O’Brien, P., Kenny, M. and Mahony, K. (2006). Resources Required for Preparing and Implementing
Individual Education Plans under the EPSEN Act. Report prepared for the National Council for Special
Education. (Unpublished).

O’Malley, G. (1998). Educational Provision for Pupils with Special Needs in Primary Schools in Co. Offaly.
Dublin: M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

O’Sullivan, S. (2002). Individualised Education Plans in a Mandatory Environment: Perceptions of
Teachers in Irish Primary Schools. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.

Rowlette, M. (2003). An Investigation of Montessori Teachers Working in Special National Schools in
Ireland. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Ward, P. (2001). Accessing Elementary Mathematics Skills: Developing a Process Suitable for People with
Disabilities. M. Ed. Thesis. Limerick: University of Limerick.
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23Physical and Sensory Disability

Children with Physical and Sensory Disability in
the early years have formed the focus of a
number of pieces of research. Dempsey (2002;
2003; 2004), Greaney and Reason (1999) and
O’Keeffe (1997) have studied the provision for
young children who are visually impaired. The
Health Research Board has been responsible for
producing an annual report, enumerating the
number of children with physical and sensory
disabilities in Ireland (Doyle et al., 2006;
Gallagher, 2001; Galligan and Mulvany, 2004;
Galligan et al., 2005; National Physical and
Sensory Disability Database Committee, 2005).
The provision of education for children who are
deaf and hard of hearing has been documented
by Matthews (1996), McGrattan (1998), the
National Association for Deaf People (2002), the
National Rehabilitation Board (1996) and Ó
Baoill and Matthews (2000). Mullin et al. (1995),
Perrin and Prenderville (1996) and Tubridy
(1996) focused on the ECCE provision for
children with physical disabilities. 

Dempsey, R. (2002). An Introduction to Visual Impairment in Preschool Children (in) Horgan, M. and
Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 308-315.

Dempsey, R. (2003). A Study of Pre-school Children with Visual Impairments in the Munster Area. M. Phil.
Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Dempsey, R. (2004). A Study of Preschool Children with Visual Impairment in Ireland: Findings and
Recommendations (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 164-173.

Doyle, A., Galligan, K., Barron, S. and Mulvany F. (2006). National Physical and Sensory Disability
Database Committee Annual Report 2005. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Gallagher, P. (2001). Report of the National Physical and Sensory Disability Database Development
Committee. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Galligan, K. and Mulvany, F. (2004). National Physical and Sensory Disabilty Database: A Preliminary
Analysis - June 2004. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Galligan, K., Doyle, A. and Mulvany F. (2005). National Sensory and Physical Disability Database
Committee Report 2004. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Greaney, J. and Reason, R. (1999). Phonological Processing and Learning to Read in Braille. Dyslexia: An
International Journal of Theory and Practice, Volume 5, pp. 215-226.

Kelly, R. (1995). Changes in Early Intervention Services between 1991 and 1995 for Children with
Cerebral Palsy living in Co. Clare. Clare: Cerebral Palsy Ireland.

Matthews, P. (1996). The Irish Deaf Community, Volume 1: History of Education, Language and Culture.
Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

McGrattan, M. (1998). An Evaluation of the Impact of a Music Programme on the Social, Emotional and
Cultural Development of Deaf Children. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Míchumas Fisiciúil agus Céadfach

Bhain fócas roinnt píosaí taighde le leanaí sna
blianta luatha faoi Mhíchumas Fisiciúil agus
Céadfach. Rinne Dempsey (2002; 2003; 2004),
Greaney agus Reason (1999) agus O’Keeffe
(1997) staidéar ar an soláthar do leanaí óga
lagamhairc. Bhí an Bord um Thaighde Sláinte
freagrach as tuarascáil bhliantúil a tháirgeadh
ag liostú líon na leanaí faoi mhíchumas fisiciúil
agus céadfach in Éirinn (Doyle et al., 2006;
Gallagher, 2001; Galligan agus Mulvany, 2004;
Galligan et al., 2005; Coiste an Bhunachair
Shonraí Náisiúnta um Míchumas Fisiciúil agus
Céadfach, 2005). Rinne Matthews (1996),
McGrattan (1998), Cumann Náisiúnta na
mBodhar (2002), an Bord Athshlánaithe
Náisiúnta (1996) agus Ó Baoill agus Matthews
(2000) cur síos ar sholáthar an oideachais do
leanaí bodhra agus faoi lagú éisteachta. Bhain
fócas Mullin et al. (1995), Perrin agus
Prenderville (1996) agus Tubridy (1996) leis an
soláthar COLO do leanaí faoi mhíchumas
fisiciúil. 
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23 Mullin, E., Oulton, K. and James, T. (1995). Skills Training with Parents of Physically Disabled Persons.
International Journal of Rehabilitation Research, Volume 18, pp. 142-145.

National Association for Deaf People (2002). School Report – Need for Improvement: Improving the
Education System for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People. Dublin: National Association for Deaf People.

National Physical and Sensory Disability Database Committee (2005) Evaluation of the National Physical
and Sensory Disability Database. Dublin: Health Research Board.

National Rehabilitation Board (1996). The Epidemiology of Childhood Hearing Impairment in Southeast
Ireland: Implications for Service Providers. Dublin: National Rehabilitation Board.

Ó Baoill, D. and Matthews, P. (2000). The Irish Deaf Community, Volume 2: The Structure of Irish Sign
Language. Dublin: Institiúd Teangeolaíochta Éireann.

O’Keeffe, M. (1997). Charting Developments in Educational Provision for Visually Impaired Students in
Ireland (1990-1997). M. Ed. Thesis. Maynooth: National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Perrin, H. and Prendiville, A. (1996). Integrated Education for Students with a Physical Disability: A
Survey of the Provisions Being Made. Dublin: Muscular Dystrophy Ireland.

Senior, J. (2001). Educational, Medical and Advisory Provision for Children with Epilepsy in the Republic
of Ireland. Ph.D Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Tubridy, J. (1996). Pegged Down – Experiences of People in Ireland with Significant Physical Disabilities.
Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

Intellectual Disability

Intellectual Disability forms the final sub-theme
of Special Needs. The Health Research Board has
maintained a database of children with
intellectual disability in Ireland (Barron and
Kelly, 2006; Barron and Mulvany, 2004a; 2004b;
2005; Mulvany, 2000; 2001; 2003; Mulvany and
Barron, 2003; National Intellectual Disability
Database Committee, 1997). A number of other
organisations and individuals have also
enumerated the number of children with
intellectual disabilities and the services provided
to meet these needs (DHC, 1997b; Gash, 1996;
McCormack and O’Driscoll, 1998; the National
Association for the Mentally Handicapped of
Ireland, 1999; O’Connell, 1995; Task Force on
Autism, 2001). Devitt (1995) and Mannion (2001)
examine provision for children with intellectual
disabilities in mainstream settings. The
development of literacy and numeracy skills
among children with an intellectual disability
has been documented by Garvey-Cecchetti
(1992), Geaney (2000), Leeson (2001), McEvoy
and McConkey (1990; 1991), McGinty-Hastings
(1997) and Ward (2001). Greene (1992)
produced a video guide for parents of children
with Down Syndrome, while McLoughlin (1996)
and O’Toole (2005) focused on educational
provision for children with Down Syndrome.
Children with Autism formed the subject of
research by Kinsella (2000) and O’Connell (1995). 

Míchumas Intleachtúil

Is é Míchumas Intleachtúil an fo-théama
deireanach faoi Riachtanais Speisialta. Choinnigh
an Bord um Thaighde Sláinte bunachar sonraí de
leanaí faoi mhíchumas intleachtúil in Éirinn
(Barron agus Kelly, 2006; Barron agus Mulvany,
2004a; 2004b; 2005; Mulvany, 2000; 2001; 2003;
Mulvany agus Barron, 2003; Coiste an
Bhunachair Shonraí Náisiúnta um Míchumas
Fisiciúil agus Céadfach, 1997). Liostaigh roinnt
eagraíochtaí agus daoine eile líon na leanaí faoi
mhíchumas intleachtúil agus na seirbhísí a
chuirtear ar fáil chun freastal ar na riachtanais
sin  (DHC, 1997b; Gash, 1996; McCormack agus
O’Driscoll, 1998; Cumann Meabhairéislinne
Éireann, 1999; O’Connell, 1995; an Tascfhórsa um
Uathachas, 2001). Déanann Devitt (1995) agus
Mannion (2001) scrúdú ar an soláthar do leanaí
faoi mhíchumas intleachtúil i suímh
phríomhshrutha. Rinne Garvey-Cecchetti (1992),
Geaney (2000), Leeson (2001), McEvoy agus
McConkey (1990; 1991), McGinty-Hastings (1997)
agus Ward (2001) cur síos ar fhorbairt scileanna
litearthachta agus uimhearthachta i measc leanaí
faoi mhíchumas intleachtúil. Chruthaigh Greene
(1992) treoir fístéipe do thuismitheoirí leanaí le
Siondróm Down, agus dhírigh McLoughlin (1996)
agus O’Toole (2005) ar an soláthar oideachais do
leanaí le Siondróm Down. Bhain taighde Kinsella
(2000) agus O’Connell (1995) le leanaí le
hUathachas. 
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23Barron, S. and Kelly, C. (2006). National Intellectual Disability Database Committee Annual Report 2006.
Dublin: Health Research Board.

Barron, S. and Mulvany, F. (2004a). Annual Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database
Committee 2003. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Barron, S. and Mulvany, F. (2004b). Annual Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database
Committee 2004. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Barron, S. and Mulvany F. (2005). National Intellectual Disability Database Committee Annual Report
2005. Dublin: Health Research Board.

Department of Health (1990). Needs and Abilities – A Policy of the Intellectually Disabled: Report of a
Review Group on Mental Handicap Services. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1997b). Services to Persons with a Mental Handicap/ Intellectual
Disability. Assessment of Need 1997-2001. Dublin: Department of Health.

Devitt, S. (1995). Inclusion of Children with Intellectual Disabilities into Mainstream Settings. Dublin: St.
John of God.

Garvey-Cecchetti, B. (1992). Mayo Screening Test for Early Language Development. Testing a Test.
Health Service News, Volume 3, No. 1, p. 2.

Gash, H. (1996). Educational Services for Students with Intellectual Disabilities in Rural and Urban Areas
of Republic of Ireland. Rural Special Education Quarterly, Volume 15, No. 3, pp. 20-24.

Geaney, F. (2000). Special Learning Difficulties/ Dyslexia and the Effects of Parental Separation – A Case
Study Involving Two Boys. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Gray, C. (2003). Learning and Automaticity: An Early Years Perspective (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M.
(Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 128-139.

Greene, K. (1992). Brian and Deirdre: A Guide for Parents who have a Preschool Child with Down’s
Syndrome: Video 1, 2 and 3. Ireland: St. Michael’s House.

Kinsella, W. (2000). A Comparative Analysis of Educational Provision for Pupils with Autism in Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. Dublin: MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Leahy, M. (1995). Disorders of Communication: The Science of Intervention. 2nd Edition. London: Whurr
Publishers Ltd.

Leeson, L. (2001). Aspects of Verbal Valency in Irish Sign Language. Ph.D Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College
Dublin.

Mannion, E. (2001). Autism and the Mainstream Primary School: A Case Study. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin:
University College Dublin.

McCormack, B. and O’Driscoll, D. (1998). Evaluation of the Department of Education Funded Service to
Children with Severe and Profound Learning Difficulty within St. Michael’s House. Dublin: St. Michael’s House.

McEvoy, J. and McConkey, R. (1990). Correspondence Errors in Counting Objects by Children with a
Mental Handicap. Irish Journal of Psychology, Volume 11, pp. 249-260.

McEvoy, J. and McConkey, R. (1991). The Performance of Children with a Moderate Mental Handicap on
Simple Counting Tasks. Journal of Mental Deficiency Research, Volume 35, pp. 446-458.

McGinty-Hastings, C. (1997). An Investigation into Aspects of the Mayo Early Language Screening Test.
Galway: Western Health Board.
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23 McLoughlin, W. (1996). Issues of Principle in Educational Provision for Children with Disabilities with
Particular Reference to Children with Down’s Syndrome. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Mulvany, F. (2000). Annual Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database Committee 1998-1999.
Dublin: Health Research Board.

Mulvany, F. (2001). Annual Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database Committee 2000.
Dublin: Health Research Board.

Mulvany, F. (2003). Annual Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database Committee 2001.
Dublin: Health Research Board.

Mulvany, F. and Barron, S. (2003). Annual Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database
Committee 2002. Dublin: Health Research Board.

National Association for the Mentally Handicapped of Ireland (1999). Directory of Services: The National
Association for the Mentally Handicapped of Ireland. Dublin: National Association for the Mentally
Handicapped of Ireland.

National Intellectual Disability Database Committee (1997). Annual Report 1996. Dublin: Health
Research Board.

O’Connell, P. (1995). An Evaluation of Educational Provision of Children with Autism in the Republic of
Ireland. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

O’Halloran, S. (1996). Care Provision for People with Mental Handicap. An Bord Altranais News, Volume
8, No. 3, pp. 4-7.

O’Toole. C. (2005). The Relationship between Preverbal Behaviours and Language Development:
Investigating Symbolic Play and Language Development in Children with Down Syndrome (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 241-253.

Task Force on Autism (2001). Educational Provision and Support for Persons with Autistic Spectrum
Disorders. Dublin: Task Force on Autism.

Toomey, S. (1996). Partnership in Early Intervention for Children with Learning Disabilities. Limerick:
Mid-Western Health Board.

Ward, P. (2001). Accessing Elementary Mathematics Skills: Developing a Process Suitable for People with
Disabilities. M. Ed. Thesis. Limerick: University of Limerick.
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24 Transitions

Young children experience a number of
transitions in their daily lives, including from
home to an ECCE setting, transitions in activities
and locations within that setting, and ultimately
a transition to the infant classes of primary
schools. It is imperative that such transitions are
facilitated as positively as possible to provide a
continuity of care and education for the young
child.

Transitions is one of the sixteen national
Standards in Síolta, the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education, and
is represented within the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research by five publications.

In the Irish context, it is surprising that there is
such a dearth of research relating to the
multiple transitions a child experiences before
she/he reaches six years of age. Longford CCC
(2005) documented the transition experience
from preschool to primary school from the
primary school teachers’ perspective. O’Kane is
at an advanced stage of completing a doctoral
thesis on the transition from preschool to school
in Ireland, incorporating a national survey of
practice as well as more qualitative case studies
of the personal experiences of children. A
number of papers and presentations by O’Kane
(2005c; 2006) and O’Kane and Hayes (2006a;
2006b) provide insights into the results from this
study from the perspectives of a range of
stakeholders.

Longford County Childcare Committee (2005). Preparing for Primary – Results of Longford County
Childcare Committee Research Questionnaire with Junior Infant Teachers in Co. Longford Primary
Schools. Longford: Longford County Childcare Committee.

O’Kane, M. (2005c). Building Bridges: The Transition from Preschool to School for Children in Ireland.
Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging,
Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

O’Kane, M. (2006). The Transition from Preschool to Primary School for Children in Ireland. Paper
presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early
Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

O’Kane, M. and Hayes, N. (2006a). The Transition from Preschool to School for Children in Ireland:
Teachers' Views. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of
Difference in the Early Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

O'Kane, M. and Hayes, N. (2006b). The Transition to School in Ireland: Views of Preschool and Primary
School Teachers. International Journal of Transitions in Childhood, Volume 2, pp. 4-16.

Aistrithe

Tarlaíonn roinnt aistrithe i saolta laethúla leanaí
óga, lena n-áirítear an t-aistriú ón mbaile go dtí
suíomh COLO, aistrithe ó ghníomhaíocht go
gníomhaíocht agus ó láthair go láthair laistigh
den suíomh sin, agus ar deireadh aistriú chuig
ranganna naíonán bunscoileanna. Tá sé
riachtanach go n-éascaítear aistrithe dá leithéid
ar an mbealach is dearfaí is féidir chun cúram
agus oideachas leanúnach a chur ar fáil don
leanbh óg.

Tá Aistrithe ar cheann de na sé Chaighdeán
náisiúnta déag de Síolta, an Chreatlach
Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d’Oideachas na Luath-
Óige, agus tá cúig fhoilseachán ina leith san
áireamh sa Dara hEagrán den Iniúchadh
Taighde.

I gcomhthéacs na hÉireann is aisteach go bhfuil
easpa chomh mór taighde ar na haistrithe
éagsúla a tharlaíonn i saol linbh sula sroicheann
sé/sí sé bliana d’aois. Rinne CCC Longfoirt (2005)
cur síos ar an taithí ar aistriú ón réamhscoil go
dtí an bhunscoil ó dhearcadh an mhúinteora
bhunscoile. Tá tráchtas dochtúireachta
beagnach tugtha chun críche ag O’Kane faoin
aistriú ón réamhscoil go dtí an bhunscoil in
Éirinn, ag cuimsiú suirbhé náisiúnta ar
chleachtas i dteannta cás-staidéar níos
cáilíochtúla ar thaithí pearsanta leanaí. Tugann
roinnt páipéar agus láithreoireachtaí le O’Kane
(2005c; 2006) agus O’Kane agus Hayes (2006a;
2006b) léargais ar thorthaí an staidéir sin ó
pheirspictíochtaí bhaill éagsúla an luchta
leasmhair.
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