


30

Childhood and Society

The wider societal context in which policy is
developed and services operate has a major
impact on the development of ECCE policy in
Ireland. This theme helps to locate the policy,
practice and research contexts for ECCE in
Ireland within the wider national and
international arena.

The theme Childhood and Society contains 114
publications between the period 1990 and 2006.
Following a process of thematic analysis, these
publications have been further divided into five
sub-themes, namely:

e Historical Perspectives [22]

* Government Policy and Reports [25]
* Sociological Perspectives [59]

e Economic Perspectives [5]

e International Perspectives [3]

Historical Perspectives

Historical Perspectives provide an insight into the
evolution and development of policy and
practice in Ireland, allowing an understanding of
the various traditions and philosophies that
underpin ECCE in Ireland in contemporary times.
The CECDE (2005¢; 2006b) produced a thematic
review of child development and learning in
Ireland, from both a historical and contemporary
perspective. The publications included reflect the
traditional historical divides of care and
education that have characterised the sector in
Ireland, focusing on both formal (Coolahan,
2006; Harris et a/,, 2006; Kelleher, 1991; Morgan,
2002; O’Connor, 2004; 2005; 2006; Sugrue, 1990;
Walsh, 2005¢; 2006a) and informal provision
(Kiernan and Walsh, 2004). Other publications
provide specific insights into the evolving nature
of the conceptualisation of childhood in Ireland,
which has had a definite impact on the way in
which we care for and educate our youngest
children (Dunne and Kelly, 2002; Walsh, 2004;
2005b). Kenny (2001) focused on the historical
evolution of Traveller childhood in Ireland, while
Matthews (1996) and McCormack (1997)
documented the experiences of children with
special needs.

Bionn tionchar mér ag comhthéacs nios leithne na
sochai ina bhforbraitear beartas agus ina
bhfeidhmionn seirbhisi ar fhorbairt bheartas COLO
in Eirinn. Le cabhair an téama seo, féadtar na
comhthéacsanna beartais, cleachtais agus taighde do
COLO in Eirinn a aithint laistigh den chomhthéacs
nios leithne naisiiinta agus idirnisiunta.

Cuimsionn an téama Leanbaiocht agus an tSochai
114 foilseachan sa tréimhse 6 1990 go 2006. |
ndiaidh anailise téamai, roinneadh na foilseachain
sin i gcuig fho-théama, mar seo a leanas:

Peirspictiochtai Stairiula [22]

Beartas agus Tuarascalacha Rialtais [25]
Peirspictiochtai Socheolaiocha [59]
Peirspictiochtai Eachnamaiocha [5]
Peirspictiochtai Idirnaisianta [3]

Tugann Peirspictiochtai Stairiula léargas ar
éabhloid agus forbairt beartais agus cleachtais in
Eirinn, rud a chabhraionn le tuiscint a fhail ar na
traidisiuin agus fealsunachtai a thacaionn le COLO
in Eirinn chomhaimseartha. Thairg an CECDE
(2005c; 2006b) athbhreithniu téamach ar fhorbairt
agus foghlaim leanai in Eirinn 6 pheirspictiocht
stairidil agus chomhaimseartha araon. Léirionn na
foilseachain a cuimsiodh na deighilti traidisiunta
stairiula idir cram agus oideachas ata mar ghné
na hearnéla in Eirinn, le fécas ar sholathar
foirmiuil (Coolahan, 2006; Harris et a/, 2006;
Kelleher, 1991; Morgan, 2002; O’Connor, 2004;
2005; 2006; Sugrue, 1990; Walsh, 2005¢; 2006a)
agus neamhfhoirmiuil (Kiernan agus Walsh, 2004)
araon. Tugann foilseachdin eile léargais shonracha
ar nadur forbarthach choincheap na leanbaiochta
in Eirinn, a raibh tionchar aige, gan amhras, ar an
mbealach ar a dtugaimid ciram agus ar a
gcuirimid oideachas ar ar leanai is 6ige (Dunne
agus Kelly, 2002; Walsh, 2004; 2005b). Dhirigh
Kenny (2001) ar éabhloid stairitil leanbaiocht an
Luchta Siuil in Eirinn, agus rinne Matthews (1996)
agus McCormack (1997) cur sios ar thaithi leanai le
riachtanais speisialta.
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Government Policy and Reports

At a national level, a large number of
Government Policy and Reports has been
produced relating to ECCE in Ireland since 1990.
The reports of two national conventions and
fora on education (Coolahan, 1994; 1998) have
been instrumental in informing policy
development at a national level. The
Department of Education publications (1990;
1992a; 1995) provide insights into policy and
provision in the early 1990s and marked a new
era of policy development in Irish education. A
number of government publications relate
directly to ECCE provision (DES, 1999a; DJELR,
1999¢; OECD, 2004a; 2004b), while others
provide an analysis of the wider societal context
in which early years services operate (Central
Statistics Office, 1999; 2002; Department of
Finance, 2000). It is heartening to note that
education, and specifically ECCE, has formed an
integral part of all national partnership
agreements (Department of An Taoiseach, 1996;
1997; 2002a; 2002b; Government of Ireland,
1993b; 1994; 1996; 1999) and this has remained
a focus within the most recent, Towards 2016
(Department of An Taoiseach, 2006). The recent
publication, State of the Nation’s Children (OMC
and DHC, 2006), provides an overview of
childhood in Ireland in contemporary times and
will act as an important repository of
knowledge into the future.

Ag leibhéal naisitnta, tairgeadh lion mér
Beartais agus Tuarascalacha Rialtais a bhaineann
le COLO in Eirinn 6 1990. Chabhraigh
tuarascalacha 6 dha choinbhinsiiin naisiinta
agus féraim faoi oideachas (Coolahan,
1994;1998) le treoir a thabhairt d'fhorbairt an
bheartais ar leibhéal naisiunta. Tugann
foilseachain na Roinne Oideachais (1990; 1992a;
1995) léargais ar bheartas agus solathar sna
1990i luatha agus is comhartha iad de ré nua
d'fhorbairt beartais in oideachas na hEireann.
Baineann roinnt foilseachan rialtais go sonrach
le solathar COLO (DES, 1999a; DJELR, 1999c;
OECD, 2004a; 2004b) agus tugann roinnt eile
anailis ar chomhthéacs nios leithne na sochai ina
bhfeidhmionn seirbhisi na mblianta luatha (An
Phriomh-Oifig Staidrimh, 1999; 2002; An Roinn
Airgeadais, 2000). Is cuis athais a fheiceail go
raibh an t-oideachas, agus COLO go sonrach,
mar chuid larnach de na comhaontuithe
comhphdirtiochta naisitnta uile (Roinn an
Taoisigh, 1996; 1997; 2002a; 2002b; Rialtas na
hEireann, 1993b; 1994; 1996; 1999) agus bhi sé
mar fhécas sa chomhaontu is déanai, | dTreo
2016 (Roinn an Taoisigh, 2006) freisin. Tugann
an foilseachan a rinneadh le deireanas, State of
the Nation’s Children (OMC agus DHC, 2006)
forbhreathnu ar leanbaiocht chomhaimseartha
in Eirinn agus beidh sé mar stér tabhachtach
eolais don todhchai.
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Sociological Perspectives

The sub-theme of Sociological Perspectives
contains a large number of publications relating
to the wider sociological context for ECCE policy
and provision in Ireland. Clancy (1995; 1996)
focuses in particular on provision for education
within the formal school system. Many of the
publications in this sub-theme provide insights
into the nature of childhood in contemporary
Ireland (Cleary et a/, 2001a; 2001b; Dunne and
Kelly, 2002; Greene, 1994; Greene and Moane,
2000; Hayes, 2001b; Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, 1991;
Richardson, 1999), while others focus on aspects
such as children with special needs (Cleary, 2001)
and family formation patterns (Colgan

Cuimsionn an fo-théama Peirspictiochtai
Socheolaiocha lion mér foilseachan a bhaineann
leis an gcomhthéacs socheolaioch nios leithne do
bheartas agus solathar COLO in Eirinn. Dirionn
Clancy (1995; 1996) ar an solathar a dhéantar
d'oideachas laistigh den chéras foirmiuil scoile.
Tugann go leor de na foilseachain san fho-
théama seo léargais ar nadur na leanbaiochta in
Eirinn chomhaimseartha (Cleary et al., 2001a;
2001b; Dunne agus Kelly, 2002; Greene, 1994;
Greene agus Moane, 2000; Hayes, 2001b; Nic
Ghiolla Phadraig, 1991; Richardson, 1999), agus
baineann fécas foilseachan eile le gnéithe cosuil
le leanai le riachtanais speisialta (Cleary, 2001)
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McCarthy, 1995; Fahey, 1995; Fahey and Russell,
2001; Flanagan, 1996; 2001; Kennedy, 2001;
Whelan and Fahey, 1994). A number also
delineate the evolving understanding of the
spirituality of the young child (Douglas, 20043;
2006d; Horgan and Douglas, 1998; O'Farrell,
2003). Government provision for children in a
social policy context is examined by Hayes (1995;
1996a; 2001a; 2001b) and Richardson (1999),
among others. Doran (2005; 2006) and O’Brien
(2005; 2006) examine the role and impact of
fairy tale literature and cinema on children in
the early years. A textbook for students and
researchers, covering a multiplicity of aspects
relating to ECCE, was prepared and revised by
Hayes (1993a; 1999a; 2005a). Hayes (2006a),
Hayes and Kernan (2003a), Horgan and Douglas
(2002; 2004a) have edited the proceedings from
the annual OMEP conference, which provide a
rich range of articles on all aspects of ECCE in
Ireland.

agus patruin um fhoirmiu teaghlaigh (Colgan
McCarthy, 1995; Fahey, 1995; Fahey agus Russell,
2001; Flanagan, 1996; 2001; Kennedy, 2001;
Whelan agus Fahey, 1994). Déilealann roinnt eile
leis an tuiscint ata ag teacht chun cinn ar
spioradaltacht an linbh 6ig (Douglas, 2004a;
2006d; Horgan agus Douglas, 1998; O’Farrell,
2003). Déanann Hayes (1995; 1996a; 2001a;
2001b) agus Richardson (1999), i measc eile,
staidéar ar sholathar an Rialtais do leanai i
gcomhthéacs an bheartais shéisialta. Déanann
Doran (2005; 2006) agus O'Brien (2005; 2006)
scradu ar rél agus tionchar litriocht na siscéalta
agus na pictidrlainne ar leanai sna blianta
luatha. D'ullmhaigh agus d'athbhreithnigh Hayes
(19934a; 1999a; 2005a) téacsleabhar do mhic léinn
agus taighdeoiri a chlidaigh go leor gnéithe de
COLO. Rinne Hayes (2006a), Hayes agus Kernan
(2003a), Horgan agus Douglas (2002; 2004a) na
himeachtai 6 chomhdhail bhlianttil OMEP a
eagru, a chuir raon luachmhar alt ar fail faoi
gach gné de COLO in Eirinn.
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