


Community
Involvement

Active participation and engagement between
the ECCE setting and the wider community is a
key constituent of quality. Information sharing
with stakeholders on the facilities and
amenities in the immediate environs of the
setting, as well as proactively using these
resources, has mutual benefits for all involved.
This relates not only to immediate advantages
for the children attending the ECCE service, but
serves as a model for promoting active
citizenship into the future.

Community Involvement is one of the sixteen
national Standards of Siolta and is supported
here by 23 publications.

The publications within this theme provide
guidance to settings to develop their level of
engagement with the local community. The
Community Mothers Programme (2000),
Fitzpatrick et a/ (1997) and Hanrahan et a/.
(2002) concentrate on community initiatives that
prioritise the needs of parents. A number focus
directly on the development of the Home School
Community Liaison scheme, which has been in
operation in designated disadvantaged primary
schools since the 1990s (Archer and Shortt, 2003;
Conaty, 2000; 2002; Department of Education,
1992b; Ryan, 1994; 1999). Various models and
strategies for engaging voluntary support and
promoting community involvement are
advanced by Brown (2003), the Community
Workers Co-operative (1996; 1999; 2002), the
Department of Social, Community and Family
Affairs (2000) and Faughnan and Donavan
(2002).

Is gné larnach den chailiocht é rannphairteachas
agus idirghniomhaiocht ghniomhach idir an
suiomh COLO agus an pobal nios leithne.
Baineann sochair fhrithphairteacha do chach le
faisnéis a roinnt le pairtithe leasmhara faoi
diseanna agus taitneamhachtai mérthimpeall ar
an suiomh agus le husaid fhorghniomhach a
bhaint as na hacmhainni sin. Ni amhain go
mbaineann buntaisti laithreacha leis do leanai a
fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis COLO, ach
cruthaionn sé samhail chun saoranacht
ghniomhach a chotht don todhchai.

Ta Rannphairtiocht an Phobail ar cheann de na
sé Chaighdean naisilinta déag de Siolta agus
tacaionn 23 foilseachan leis anseo.

Tugann na foilseachdin laistigh den téama seo
treoir do shuimh faoi conas leibhéal na
hidirghniomhaiochta leis an bpobal aitiuil a
fhorbairt. Dirionn Community Mothers
Programme (2000), Fitzpatrick et al. (1997) agus
Hanrahan et al. (2002) ar thionscnaimh phobail
a thugann tosaiocht do riachtanais tuismitheoiri.
Baineann roinnt foilseachan go direach le
forbairt na scéime Teagmhala Baile, Scoile agus
an Phobail, ata i bhfeidhm i mbunscoileanna
ainmnithe mar scoileanna faoi mhibhuntaiste 6
na 1990i (Archer agus Shortt, 2003; Conaty,
2000; 2002; An Roinn Oideachais, 1992b; Ryan,
1994; 1999). Déanann Brown (2003),
Comharchumann na nOibrithe Pobail (1996;
1999; 2002), An Roinn Gnoéthai Soisialta, Pobail
agus Teaghlaigh (2000) agus Faughnan agus
Donavan (2002) cur sios ar shamhlacha agus
straitéisi éagsula chun tacaiocht dheonach a
fhail agus chun rannphairteachas an phobail a
spreagadh.
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