


Consultation

As one of the core national Standards within
Siolta, it is evident that Consultation is
becoming an increasingly important facet of
practice in ECCE settings, most notably in recent
years. This relates to all aspects and levels of
activity within settings, ensuring that all
stakeholders, including children, have the ability
to contribute to policies and processes that
affect them, and that this voice is adequately
represented within all decisions made.
Furthermore, the social partnership model in
operation at a national level in Ireland has
ensured a high degree of consultation with the
ECCE sector, the process of which has been
documented by a number of researchers.

A total of 50 pieces of research on the theme of
Consultation have been identified relating to
the period 1990 to 2006. Following thematic
analysis, these publications were further
categorised into the following sub-themes:

e Consultation with the ECCE Sector [11]
e Consultation with Children [39]

Consultation with the ECCE Sector

A number of publications that document
Consultation with the ECCE Sector have been
identified. The CECDE (20044a; 2004b) and
Duignan (2004b; 2004c; 2005b) report on a
series of nationwide seminars undertaken in
2003 relating to all aspects of defining, assessing
and supporting quality in the Irish context.
Fingleton (1998) consulted parents and families
and the results of this process informed the
development of the National Childcare Strategy
(DJELR, 1999¢). Extensive consultation has been
undertaken by the NCCA in the development of
the curricular framework, Towards a Framework
for Early Learning, aspects of which were
documented by De Paor (2004b) and Forster
(2004c¢).

Mar cheann de na priomh-Chaighdeain naisitinta
i Siolta, is léir go bhfuil an Comhairliuchan ag éiri
nios tdbhachtai i gcleachtas i suimh COLO, go
hairithe le blianta beaga anuas. Baineann sé sin
le gnéithe agus leibhéil ghniomhaiochta uile
laistigh de shuimh, ag cinntit go mbionn sé ar
chumas na bpairtithe leasmhara uile, leanai san
aireamh, dul i gcion ar bheartais agus proisis a
mbionn tionchar acu orthu, agus go mbionn a
ndearcai curtha san aireamh agus na cinnti uile a
ndéanambh. Le cois sin, chinntigh samhail na
comhphairtiochta soisialta ata ag feidhmiu ar
leibhéal naisitnta in Eirinn go ndearnadh go leor
comhairlitchdin leis an earnail COLO, agus
thaifead roinnt taighdeoiri an proiseas sin.

Aithniodh 50 piosa taighde ar théama an
Chombhairlitchain a bhaineann leis an tréimhse
6 1990 go dti 2006. | ndiaidh anailise téamai,
rangaiodh na foilseachdin sin sna fo-théamai
seo a leanas:

Comhairlitichan leis an Earnail COLO [11]

Combhairlitchan le Leanai [39]

Aithniodh roinnt foilseachan a dhéanann cur sios
ar Chomhairliuchan leis an Earnail COLO. Tugann
an CECDE (2004a; 2004b) agus Duignan (2004b;
2004c; 2005b) tuairisc faoi shraith seiminear a
rinneadh ar fud na tire i 2003 a bhain leis na
gnéithe uile maidir le cailiocht a shainmhiniu, a
mheas agus tacu léi i gcomhthéacs na hEireann.
Chuaigh Fingleton (1998) i gcomhairle le
tuismitheoiri agus teaghlaigh agus thug torthai
an phraisis sin treoir d'fhorbairt an National
Childcare Strategy (DJELR, 1999¢). Rinne an
NCCA comhairliuchan leathan chun an
chreatlach churaclaim Towards a Framework for
Early Learning a fhorbairt, agus rinne De Paor
(2004b) agus Forster (2004c) cur sios ar roinnt
gnéithe den chomhairlitichan sin.
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Consultation with Children

Recent years have been characterised by a focus
on directly consulting children on matters that
affect them, a direction supported by policies
such as the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (United Nations, 1989) and
the National Children’s Strategy, Our Children,
Their Lives (DHC, 2000a). Many publications in
the sub-theme of Consultation with Children
offer advice relating to ethical issues and
propose a range of methodologies when
engaged in consulting young children (Dunphy,
2005a; Green and Hogan, 2005; Hart, 2005;
Hennessy and Heary, 2005; McAuley and
Brattman, 2002; 2003; O'Doherty et a/, 2002).
Much of the research provides accounts and
feedback on consultative processes undertaken
with young children in a diverse range of
settings and contexts (Carty, 2006; Dunphy,
2003a; 2005b; Fingleton, 1998; Murray, 2004).
The specific research undertaken with children
as part of the consultative process underpinning
the development of the NCCA curricular
framework is reported on by Fitzpatrick and
Forster (2005) and Forster et al. (2006).

Le blianta beaga anuas, ta focas ar
chombhairliichan direach a dhéanamh le leanai
faoi na cursai a mbionn tionchar acu orthu, cur
chuige ata tacaithe ag beartais cosuil le
Coinbhinsiun na Naisiun Aontaithe ar Chearta
an Linbh (Na Naisitin Aontaithe, 1989) agus an
National Children’s Strategy Our Children, Their
Lives (DHC, 2000a). Tugann go leor foilseachan
faoin bhfo-théama Comhairlitichan le Leanai
comhairle faoi shaincheisteanna eiticiala agus
molann siad raon modheolaiochtai le husaid
agus comhairlidchan & dhéanamh le leanai 6ga
(Dunphy, 2005a; Green agus Hogan, 2005; Hart,
2005; Hennessy agus Heary, 2005; McAuley agus
Brattman, 2002; 2003; O'Doherty et al., 2002).
Tugann a lan taighde cuntais agus aiseolas faoi
phréisis chomhairliichain a rinneadh le leanai
6ga i raon leathan suiomh agus
comhthéacsanna (Carty, 2006; Dunphy, 2003a;
2005b; Fingleton, 1998; Murray, 2004). Tugann
Fitzpatrick agus Forster (2005) agus Forster et al.
(2006) tuairisc faoin taighde sonrach a rinneadh
le leanai mar chuid den phréiseas
comhairlitichdin a thacaigh le forbairt chreatlach
curaclaim an NCCA.
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