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Disadvantage

Recent government publications relating to
ECCE have prioritised the provision of services to
children affected by educational disadvantage,
most notably the White Paper on Early
Education, Ready to Learn (DES, 1999a). The
most recent manifestation of this policy
commitment is DEIS, Delivering Equality of
Opportunity in Schools (DES, 2005e).

The theme on Disadvantage is comprised of 178
publications and following thematic analysis,
the following sub-themes emerged:

* Developing Public Policy [42]

* Addressing Disadvantage in the Early Years
[26]

* Local and Community Initiatives [17]

* School-based Programmes [62]

e Child Poverty [31]

Developing Public Policy

This sub-theme, Developing Public Policy on
disadvantage, documents policy developments
and public discourse on disadvantage in recent
years. A number of publications relate to the
devising and implementation of the National
Anti-poverty Strategy, which maintains a focus
on early intervention (Combat Poverty Agency,
2001; Department of Social Welfare, 1996a;
Department of Social, Community and Family
Affairs, 2001; 2002). The CECDE (2004i) and the
Combat Poverty Agency (1997; 1998a; 1998b)
have produced submissions relating to the
critical importance of quality ECCE provision to
address disadvantage in the early years. The
issue of identifying and analysing poverty and
disadvantage in the early years has been the
focus of many publications, including Archer
(2001), Connolly (2006), Cregan and Lodge
(2001), Hayes (1997), Nolan and Callan (1994)
and Pringle et a/. (1999). The role of ECCE in
combating and alleviating the effects of
disadvantage is documented by a number of
researchers, such as Area Development
Management (2000b) and the Combat Poverty
Agency (1998b).

Mibhuntaiste

Thug foilseachain dheireanacha an rialtais a
bhaineann le COLO, go hairithe an Paipéar Ban
ar Oideachas na Luath-Oige Ready to Learn
(DES, 1999a), tosaiocht do sheirbhisi a sholathar
do leanai faoi mhibhuntaiste oideachais, Is é an
|éiriu is déanai den tiomantas beartais sin DEIS,
Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools
(DES, 2005e).

Cuimsionn an téama Mibhuntaiste 178
foilseachan agus i ndiaidh anailise téamai,
rangaiodh faoi na fo-théamai seo a leanas iad:

e Beartas Poibli a Fhorbairt [42]

* Aghaidh a Thabhairt ar Mhibhuntaiste le linn
na mBlianta Luatha [26]

e Tionscnaimh Aitidla agus Phobail [17]
e Clair Scoilbhunaithe [62]
* Bochtaineacht Leanai [31]

Beartas Poibli a Fhorbairt

Cuimsionn an fo-théama seo, Beartas Poibli a
Fhorbairt chun déileail le mibhuntaiste, caipéisi
faoi fhorbairti beartais agus plé poibli a
rinneadh faoin mibhuntaiste le blianta beaga
anuas. Baineann roinnt foilseachan le dearadh
agus cur i ngniomh na Straitéise Naisiunta
Frithbhochtaineachta, a choinnionn fécas ar
idirghabhail luath (Combat Poverty Agency,
2001; An Roinn Gnoéthai Soisialta 1996a; An
Roinn Gnéthai Séisialta, Pobail agus Teaghlaigh,
2001; 2002). D’eisigh an CECDE (2004i) agus an
Combat Poverty Agency (1997; 1998a; 1998b)
aighnis maidir leis an tabhacht ollmhér a
bhaineann le COLO ar ardchaighdeéan a
sholathar chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar
mhibhuntaiste sna blianta luatha. Bhi an cheist
faoi conas bochtaineacht agus mibhuntaiste sna
blianta luatha a aithint agus a anailisia mar
fhoécas go leor foilseachan, lena n-airitear Archer
(2001), Connolly (2006), Cregan agus Lodge
(2001), Hayes (1997), Nolan agus Callan (1994)
agus Pringle et a/ (1999). Rinne roinnt
taighdeoiri, cosuil le Area Development
Management (2000b) agus an Combat Poverty
Agency (1998b), cur sios ar rél COLO maidir le
dul i ngleic le tionchar an mhibhuntaiste agus
an tionchar sin a ioslaghdu.
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Addressing Disadvantage in the Early
Years

A large number of publications within the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research relate
specifically to Addressing Disadvantage in the
Early Years. A number of these focus on the
importance of early intervention strategies to
combat disadvantage, such as Fallon (2004a3;
2004b; 2005a), Hanlon and Hayes (2005; 2006a;
2006b) and O’Flaherty (1995). The importance of
curriculum and pedagogy in alleviating
disadvantage is documented by Donnelly (2001),
O’Flaherty (1995) and Sammon (1997).

Baineann lion mér foilseachan sa Dara hEagran
den Iniuchadh Taighde go sonrach le hAghaidh
a Thabhairt ar Mhibhuntaiste le linn na
mBlianta Luatha. Dirionn roinnt acu sin ar
thabhacht na straitéisi idirghabhala luaithe chun
dul i ngleic le mibhuntaiste, cosuil le Fallon
(20044a; 2004b; 2005a), Hanlon agus Hayes (2005;
2006a; 2006b) agus O’Flaherty (1995). Déanann
Donnelly (2001), O’Flaherty (1995) agus Sammon
(1997) cur sios ar thabhacht an churaclaim agus
na hoideolaiochta chun mibhuntéiste a mhaolu.

McKeown (1999; 2000; 2002b), McKeown and
Galvin (2001), McKeown et al. (2000; 2001) and
Molloy (2002) highlight the importance of
addressing disadvantage in the early years in
the context of the family unit.

Leagann McKeown (1999; 2000; 2002b),
McKeown agus Galvin (2001), McKeown et al.
(2000; 2001) agus Molloy (2002) béim ar an
tabhacht aghaidh a thabhairt ar mhibhuntaiste
sna blianta luatha i gcomhthéacs aonad an
teaghlaigh.
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Local and Community Initiatives

Recent years have witnessed the establishment Le blianta beaga anuas, bunaiodh raon

of a range of Local and Community Initiatives to Tionscnamh Aititil agus Pobail chun dul i ngleic
combat disadvantage in the early years. Many of le mibhuntaiste sna blianta luatha. Dirionn go
these focus on the critical importance of leor foilseachan ar an tdbhacht ollmhér aghaidh
addressing disadvantage in the context of wider a thabhairt ar mhibhuntaiste i gcomhthéacs
community development strategies (Barnardos, straitéisi forbartha pobail nios leithne

1998a; Brown, 2003; Combat Poverty Agency, (Barnardos, 1998a; Brown, 2003; Combat
2000d; 2000e; Community Workers Cooperative, Poverty Agency, 2000d; 2000e; Community
1999; 2002; Rourke, 1999; Walsh et a/, 1998). Workers Cooperative, 1999; 2002; Rourke, 1999;
Other publications evaluate the effectiveness of Walsh et a/, 1998). Déanann foilseachain eile
local initiatives within communities in alleviating meastodireacht ar cé chomh héifeachtuil agus a
disadvantage in the early years (Douglas and bhionn tionscnaimh aitidla laistigh de phobail i
Sammon, 2000; Integrated Services Initiative, leith mibhuntaiste sna blianta luatha a mhaolu
1997). (Douglas agus Sammon, 2000; Integrated

Services Initiative, 1997).
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School-based Programmes

The largest sub-theme relates to the
development of School-based Programmes to
tackle educational disadvantage. A number of
reviews overview and evaluate initiatives in
operation within the education system,
including Archer and Weir (2004), Boldt (1999),
Cregan and Lodge (2000), DES (2003a), INTO
(1994a; 2000b), Kellaghan et a/. (1995) and
Walsh (2001). The DES has initiated a number of
schemes since the early 1990s to specifically
address the needs of disadvantaged pupils. One
such scheme is the Home School Community
Liaison scheme to promote greater partnership
and communication between the home and
school and a significant amount of research on
its operation has been conducted (Archer and
Shortt, 2003; Conaty, 2000; Department of
Education, 1992b; Ryan, 1994; 1999). Early Start
was introduced as an early intervention pilot
scheme in 1994 for children prior to enrolling in
the infant classes and its implementation to
date has been documented and evaluated by
Delaney (1997), Department of Education
(1994b), DES (2002¢), the In-career Development
Team (1998), Lewis and Archer (2002; 2003;
2005) and Murphy (1998). Other initiatives that
have been the focus of research include the
Breaking the Cycle scheme (Byrne, 1999;
Department of Education, 1997; Grant, 1998;
Weir, 1999; Weir and Eivers, 1998a; 1998b; Weir
and Ryan, 2000a; 2000b; Weir et a/,, 2002a;
2002b) and Giving Children an Even Break (DES,
2001; INTO, 2004; Weir, 2004). The inception of
the Educational Disadvantage Committee has
resulted in a number of submissions to inform
policy development (CECDE, 2003c¢) and
publications following the deliberations of the
Committee (Educational Disadvantage
Committee, 2003a; 2003b; 2005). More recently,
the DES has conducted a number of reviews of
progress relating to literacy and numeracy in
disadvantaged schools (DES, 2005b; Eivers et a/,
2005) and has introduced a new scheme to
promote educational inclusion (DES, 2005¢).

Baineann an fo-théama is mo le forbairt Clar
Scoilbhunaithe chun dul i ngleic le mibhuntaiste
oideachais. Tugann roinnt athbhreithnithe
forbhreathnu agus déanann siad meastoéireacht ar
thionscnaimh até ag feidhmiu laistigh den choéras
oideachais, lena n-airitear Archer agus Weir
(2004), Boldt (1999), Cregan agus Lodge (2000),
DES (2003a), INTO (1994a; 2000b), Kellaghan et a/.
(1995) agus Walsh (2001). Chuir an DES tus le
roinnt scéimeanna 6 thus na 1990i chun aghaidh
a thabhairt ar riachtanais shonracha na ndaltai
faoi mhibhuntaiste. Scéim amhain da leithéid na
an Scéim Theagmhala Baile, Scoile agus an
Phobail chun comhphairtiocht agus cumarsaid
nios mé a chothu idir an baile agus an scoil, agus
rinneadh cuid mhaith taighde ar chur i ngniomh
na scéime sin (Archer agus Shortt, 2003; Conaty,
2000; an Roinn Oideachais, 1992b; Ryan, 1994;
1999). Cuireadh tus le Tus Luath i 1994 mar scéim
phioléta d'idirghabhail luath do leanai sular
chlaraigh siad sna ranganna naionan, agus rinne
Delaney (1997), an Roinn Oideachais (1994b), DES
(2002¢), an Fhoireann Forbartha longhairme
(1998), Lewis agus Archer (2002; 2003; 2005) agus
Murphy (1998) cur sios agus meastoéireacht ar chur
i ngniomh na scéime go dti seo. Tionscnaimh eile
ar diriodh taighde orthu na an scéim Breaking the
Cycle (Byrne, 1999; an Roinn Oideachais, 1997;
Grant, 1998; Weir, 1999; Weir agus Eivers, 1998a;
1998b; Weir agus Ryan, 2000a; 2000b; Weir et a/,
2002a; 2002b) agus Giving Children an Even Break
(DES, 2001; INTO, 2004; Weir, 2004). Mar thoradh
ar bhunu an Choiste um Mibhuntaiste Oideachais,
rinneadh roinnt aighneas chun treoir a thabhairt
d'fhorbairt beartais (CECDE, 2003c) agus roinnt
foilseachan bunaithe ar phlé an Choiste (an Coiste
um Mibhuntaiste Oideachais, 2003a; 2003b; 2005).
Le déanai, rinne an DES roinnt athbhreithnithe ar
dhul chun cinn maidir le litearthacht agus
uimhearthacht i scoileanna faoi mhibhuntaiste
(DES, 2005b; Eivers et a/, 2005) agus ta scéim nua
curtha i bhfeidhm aici chun cuimsitheacht
oideachais a chur chun cinn (DES, 2005e).
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Child Poverty
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Coalition, 2003; 2004; 2005; Kerrins, 2003;
Kerrins and Dooley, 2004). Barnardos (2003;
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1999b; 2000a; 2000b; 2000c; 2001; 2004) have
also been active in highlighting the detrimental
individual and societal effects of child poverty. A
number of publications document and
enumerate the extent of child poverty in Ireland
(Economic and Social Research Institute, 2002;
Farrell, 1990; Harding and Corbett, 2002; Nolan,
1993; 2000; 2001; Nolan and Farrell, 1990). The
Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative
(2000a) has recorded and published the direct
experiences of children affected by poverty in
Ireland.

Baineann an fo-théama deireanach faoin teideal
Mibhuntaiste le Bochtaineacht Leanai in Eirinn.
Té go leor diospdireachta agus
feannadodireachta déanta faoi chomhréir ard na
leanai in Eirinn a chénaionn faoin
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2003; Kerrins agus Dooley, 2004). D'oibrigh
Barnardos (2003; 2005) agus an Combat Poverty
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ar mhéid na bochtaineachta leanai in Eirinn
(Economic and Social Research Institute, 2002;
Farrell, 1990; Harding agus Corbett, 2002; Nolan,
1993; 2000; 2001; Nolan agus Farrell, 1990).
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Child Poverty Initiative (2000a) taithi direach
leanai faoi thionchar na bochtaineachta in
Eirinn.
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