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Introduction

It is with great pleasure that the Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education (CECDE)
presents the Second Edition of the Audit of
Research on Early Childhood Care and Education
in Ireland, which spans the entire period 1990 to
2006. This update is warranted owing to the
efflorescence of research within early childhood
care and education (ECCE) in Ireland in recent
years, displaying the vibrancy of the developing
and evolving early years sector.' Moreover, the
Second Edition of the Audit is timely in order to
inform research priorities into the future, both
for the CECDE and the wider ECCE sector, to
ensure that policy and practice in the Irish
context is informed by current indigenous
research.

The Second Edition of the Audit of Research is
divided into three substantive sections. First of
all, the Introduction provides a background and
rationale for the Audit and is presented in the
following three divisions:

e Context for the development of the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research;

e A description of the initial Audit of
Research produced in 2003 (CECDE, 2003a);

e An overview of the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research, including the
methodology employed in its compilation,
an outline of the twenty-four themes and
their associated sub-themes, findings of
interest, research gaps identified and details
of the online searchable research database.

Secondly, the publications within the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research are organised
into twenty-four themes of research. Sixteen
relate to the Standards within Siolta, the
National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education (CECDE, 2006a), while there are an
additional eight more general themes.
Furthermore, the majority of these are further
broken down into a number of sub-themes in
order to make the Audit more accessible and
navigable. In general terms, themes that contain
in excess of forty references have been further
sub-divided. Each theme and sub-theme is
preceded by a short narrative, outlining the
main focus of the research contained therein
and analysing the key trends. The twenty-four
themes are presented in alphabetical order in
order to facilitate ease of use. Within each of
the themes and sub-themes, all publications are
also listed in alphabetical order.

' The ECCE sector in Ireland is comprised of all care and education
services provided to children aged birth to six years of age. This
includes the non-school sector and the infant classes of primary
schools, where approximately half of all four-year-olds and nearly
all five-year-olds are enrolled.

Réamhra

T4 an-luchair ar an Larionad um Fhorbairt agus
Oideachas na Luath-Oige (CECDE) an Dara
hEagran den Inidchadh ar Thaighde in Eirinn
maidir le Ciram agus Oideachas na Luath-Oige
a chur i lathair, a chliudaionn an tréimhse iomlan
idir 1990 agus 2006. Is fit an nuashonru seo a
dhéanamh mar thoradh ar an mborradh
ollmhér ata tagtha ar thaighde ar chdram agus
oideachas na luath-6ige (COLO) in Eirinn le
blianta beaga anuas, rud a léirionn
briomhaireacht earnail na mblianta luatha' até
ag fas agus ag forbairt. Ina theannta sin, ta an
Dara hEagran den Iniachadh in am is i dtrath
chun faisnéis a chur ar fail do thosaiochtai
taighde na todhchai, don CECDE agus don
earndil COLO nios leithne, chun a chinntit go
mbunofar beartas agus cleachtas i gcomhthéacs
na hEireann ar thaighde reatha duchasach.

T4 an Dara hEagran den Iniuchadh Taighde
deighilte i dtri chuid substainteacha. Ar dtus,
tugann an Réamhra culra agus réastnaiocht an
Initchta agus cuirtear i lathair sna tri chuid seo a
leanas é:

* An comhthéacs d'fhorbairt an Dara hEagran
den Initchadh Taighde;

e Cur sios ar an gcéad Inituchadh Taighde a
tairgeadh i 2003 (CECDE, 2003a);

* Forbhreathnu ar an Dara hEagran den
Initchadh Taighde, lena n-airitear an
mhodheolaiocht a Usdideadh chun é a
thiomsu, cur sios ar na ceithre théama is
fiche agus na fo-théamai lena mbaineann,
torthai suimitla, bearnai taighde a aithniodh
agus sonrai an bhunachair shonrai taighde
inchuardaithe ar line.

Anuas air sin, ta na foilseachain laistigh den
Dara hEagran den Iniuchadh Taighde eagraithe i
gceithre théama taighde is fiche. Baineann sé
cinn déag acu sin le Caighdeain Siolta, an
Chreatlach Naisiunta Chailiochta d'Oideachas na
Luath-Oige (CECDE, 2006a), agus ta ocht dtéama
ghinearalta sa bhreis ann freisin. Chomh maith
leis sin, ta formhor na dtéamai sin roinnte i
bhfo-théamai chun go mbeadh an tiniachadh
nios inrochtana agus go mbeadh sé nios éasca
teacht ar nithe ann. | dtéarmai ginearalta, fo-
roinneadh téamai a chuimsionn nios mé na
daichead tagairt. T4 miniu gearr roimh gach
téama agus fo-théama a dhéanann cur sios ar
phriomhfhécas an taighde dé dtagraitear ann
agus a dhéanann anailis ar na priomhthreochtai.
Cuirtear na ceithre théama is fiche i lathair in
ord aibitre chun go mbeadh sé éasca an t-

' Cuimsionn an earnail COLO in Eirinn na seirbhisi ciraim agus
oideachais uile a chuirtear ar fail do leanai 6 bhreith go haois sé
bliana. Airitear air sin an earnail neamhscoile agus ranganna
naionan bunscoileanna, ina bhfuil beagnach leath na leanai ceithre
bliana d'aois agus beagnach na leanai uile chuig bliana d'aois
claraithe.



Finally, the third section is comprised of an A-Z
author bibliography of the entire contents of
the Second Edition. This is preceded by an
Author Index to assist the location of specific
authors throughout the Audit.

Context for the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research

The update of the Research Audit is timely in
the Irish context. The initial Audit of Research
(CECDE, 2003a) has been widely welcomed by
the sector. However, since its publication in
2003, the policy, practice and research context
for ECCE in Ireland has evolved and developed
significantly. This section focuses on the nature
of these changes in recent years and analyses
their impact on the development of research
within the sector.

A number of landmark policy documents and
decisions in recent years have been informed by,
and indeed catalysed, Irish society’s view of
children. The recent CECDE publication, Insights
on Quality (CECDE, 2005a), is testimony to the
wealth of documentation that has been
generated in the Irish context since 1990. This
vibrancy is particularly evident in the years since
the millennium, reflecting the sector’s
endeavours to provide high quality services.
Some of the key markers on the landscape of
evolving attitudes and increasing provisions for
ECCE in Ireland in recent years include:

1990 - 2000

¢ Ireland’s ratification of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child in
1992 (United Nations, 1989).

e The Child Care Act (1991) (Department of
Health, 1991) and the associated Child Care
(Preschool) Regulations that apply to all
preschool settings (with the exception of
childminders caring for three or less
children, excluding their own in their own
home and Early Start) (Department of
Health and Children [DHC], 1997a).

e Appointment of a Minister of State for
Children in 1994.

e Introduction of the Early Start pilot project
in primary schools in 1994.

e The establishment of the Children’s Rights
Alliance in 1995.

* The Report of the Commission on the
Family, Strengthening Families for Life
(Department of Social, Community and
Family Affairs, 1998).

* The Report of the National Forum for Early
Childhood Education (Coolahan, 1998).

iniichadh a Usaid. Laistigh de na téamai agus na
fo-théamai uile, liostaitear na foilseachain uile
in ord aibitre freisin.

Ar deireadh, is éard até sa triu cuid na
leabharliosta A-Z de réir idair de na habhair
uile sa Dara hEagran. T4 Innéacs Udar roimh an
gcuid sin chun cabhru le teacht ar udair
shonracha trid an Inidchadh uile.

Comhthéacs an Dara hEagran den
Iniuchadh Taighde

Ta sé i dtrath an Iniuchta Taighde a nuashonru i
gcomhthéacs na hEireann. Chuir an earnail failte
fhorleathan roimh an gcéad Iniuchadh Taighde
(CECDE, 2003a). Mar sin féin, 6 foilsiodh é i
2003, ta fas agus forbairt shuntasach tagtha ar
chomhthéacs beartais, cleachtais agus taighde
COLO in Eirinn. Dirionn an chuid seo ar chineal
na n-athruithe sin le blianta beaga anuas agus
déanann sé anailis ar a dtionchar ar fhorbairt an
taighde laistigh den earnail.

Bunaiodh roinnt caipéisi agus cinnti beartais
tabhachtacha a rinneadh le blianta beaga anuas
ar dhearcadh shochai na hEireann faoi leanai,
agus d'fheidhmigh siad mar chatalaioch don
dearcadh sin freisin. Léirionn foilseachan a rinne
an CECDE le deireanas, Spléachadh ar an
Ardchaighdean (CECDE, 2005a) an raidhse
chaipéisi a tairgeadh i gcomhthéacs na hEireann
6 1990. T4 an bhriomhaireacht sin soiléir go
hairithe sna blianta 6n milaois, ag léirit na n-
iarrachtai déanta ag an earnail seirbhisi ar
chaighdean ard a sholathar. Is iad seo a leanas
roinnt de na priomh-thascairi de na dearcai faoi
COLO ata ag forbairt agus de na solathair COLO
ata ag dul i méid le blianta beaga anuas:

1990 - 2000

 Daingniu Eireann de Coinbhinsiun na Néisiin
Aontaithe ar Chearta an Linbh i 1992 (na
Naisitiin Aontaithe, 1989).

* An tAcht um Churam Leanai (1991) (An
Roinn Slainte, 1991) agus na Rialachdin
(Réamhscoile) um Churam Leanai bainteacha
a bhaineann leis na suimh réamhscoile uile
(seachas curamdiri leanai ag tabhairt ctiraim
do thridir leanbh nd nios 14, nach a leanai
féin iad ina mbailte féin agus Tus Luath) (An
Roinn Sldinte agus Leanai [DHC], 1997a).

* Ceapadh Aire Stait do Leanai i 1994.

e Tabhairt isteach an tionscadail phiol6ta Tus
Luath i mbunscoileanna i 1994.

° Bunu an Children’s Rights Alliance i 1995.

e Tuarascail an Choimisiuin ar an Teaghlach,
Strengthening Families for Life (An Roinn
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* The enshrining in legislation of the
Education Act (Department of Education
and Science [DES], 1998b) and the Education
(Welfare) Act (DES, 2000a), which underpins
all aspects of practice in primary schools.

* The White Paper on Early Childhood
Education, Ready to Learn (DES, 1999a).

* The introduction of the Revised Primary
School Curriculum in infant classes (DES,
1999b).

* The National Childcare Strategy
(Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform [DJELR], 1999c).

e The formulation of guidelines for the
protection and welfare of children in the
form of Children First (DHC, 1999a) and Our
Duty to Care (DHC, 2002¢).

2000

* The publication of the National Children’s
Strategy, Our Children, Their Lives (DHC,
2000a).

e The establishment of the National Children’s
Office in 2000.

e The inception of the Equal Opportunities
Childcare Programme (EOCP) (2000).

2001

e The enshrining in legislation of the Children
Act, 2001 (DJELR, 2001c).

* The creation of the National Qualifications
Authority of Ireland and its associated
awarding bodies, the Further Education and
Training Awards Council and the Higher
Education and Training Awards Council.

* The inception of the National Children’s
Advisory Council.

* The establishment of the National
Coordinating Childcare Committee and a
network of thirty-three City/ County
Childcare Committees (CCCs) in 2001-2002.

2002

* The publication of Quality Childcare and
Life Long Learning: Model Framework for
Education, Training and Professional
Development in the Early Childhood Care
and Education Sector (DJELR, 2002b).

e The establishment of the CECDE.

2003

e The appointment of an Ombudsman for
Children.

* The foundation of the Family Support
Agency.
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Gnéthai Séisialta, Pobail agus Teaghlaigh,
1998).

Report of the National Forum for Early
Childhood Education (Coolahan, 1998)

Glacadh leis an Acht Oideachais (An Roinn
Oideachas agus Eolaiochta [DES], 1998b)
agus an tAcht Oideachais (Leas) (DES, 2000a)
sa reachtaiocht, a thugann tacaiocht do
ghnéithe uile an chleachtais i
mbunscoileanna.

An Paipéar Ban ar Oideachas na Luath-Oige
Ready to Learn (DES, 1999).

Tabhairt isteach Curaclam Athbhreithnithe
na Bunscoile i ranganna naionan (DES,
1999b).

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Churam Leanai (An
Roinn Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchoirithe DIi (DJELR), 1999c¢).

Dearadh treoirlinte um chosaint agus leas
leanai i Children First (DHC, 1999a) agus Our
Duty to Care (DHC, 2002¢).

2000

Foilsiil na Straitéise Naisiunta Leanai, Our
Children, Their Lives (DHC, 2000a).

Bunu na hOifige Naisiunta Leanai in 2000.

Tus curtha leis an gClar Comhdheiseanna do
Churam Leanai (EOCP) (2000).

2001

Glacadh le hAcht na Leanai, 2001 (DJELR,
2001c¢) sa reachtaiocht.

Cruthu Udaras Naisiunta Cailiochtai na
hEireann agus na comhlachtai ddmhachtana
lena mbaineann, Comhairle na
nDamhachtaini Breisoideachais agus Oiliina
agus Comhairle na nDamhachtaini
Ardoideachais agus Oilitna.

Crutht Chomhairle Chomhairleach Naisiunta
na Leanai.

Bunu an Choiste Chomhordaithe Naisiuinta
um Charam Leanai agus lionra de thri is
triocha Coiste Curaim Leanai
Cathrach/Contae (CCCanna) i 2001-2002.

2002

Foilsiu Quality Childcare and Life Long
Learning: Model Framework for Education,
Training and Professional Development in
the Early Childhood Care and Education
Sector (DJELR, 2002b).

Bunu an CECDE.

2003

Ceapadh Ombudsman do Leanai.



2004

The publication by the National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) of
Towards a Framework for Early Learning
(NCCA, 2004a).

The inception of the Education for Persons
with Special Educational Needs Act (DES,
2004).

The Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD)
production of the Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in
Ireland (OECD, 2004a).

The launch of the National Play Policy for
Ireland, Ready, Steady, Play (National
Children’s Office, 2004a).

2005

The establishment of the National Council
for Special Education.

Launch of the Irish Childcare Policy Network.

Publication by the National Economic and
Social Forum (NESF) of the Early Childhood
Care and Education Report (NESF, 2005).

Submission of Ireland’s second report on the
implementation of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(National Children’s Office, 2005b).

Establishment of the Office of the Minister
for Children (OMC), which fulfils a
coordinating role for the ECCE sector.

Introduction of the Delivering Equality of
Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) strategy, with
a specific strand relating to ECCE provision
(DES, 2005¢).

2006

Establishment of the Early Years Education
Policy Unit, co-located in the DES and the
OMC.

Publication and dissemination of Siolta, the
National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education (CECDE, 2006a).

Introduction of the National Childcare
Investment Programme (NCIP) (2006-2010)
as a successor to the EOCP, providing €575
million over the lifetime of the programme.

Inception and commencement of a
longitudinal study on children, Growing up
in Ireland.

Publication of the revised regulations for
pre-school services (DHC, 2006).

2007 (until April 2007)

Establishment of the National Childcare
Training Strategy by the DES.

Bunu na Gniomhaireachta um Thacaiocht
Teaghlaigh.

2004

Foilsit Towards a Framework for Early
Learning (NCCA, 2004a) ag an gComhairle
Naisiunta Curaclaim agus Measunachta
(NCCA).

Tus curtha leis an Acht um Oideachas do
Dhaoine a bhfuil Riachtanais Speisialta
Oideachais Acu (DES, 2004).

Tairgeadh Thematic Review of Early
Childhood Education and Care Policy in
Ireland (OECD, 2004a) ag an Eagraiocht um
Chomhar agus Forbairt Eacnamaiochta
(OECD).

Seoladh an Bheartais Naisiinta Sugartha
d'Eirinn, Ready, Steady, Play (an Oifig
Naisiiinta Leanai, 2004a).

2005

Bunu na Comhairle Naisiinta um Oideachas
Speisialta.

Seoladh Lionra na hEireann um Beartas
Curaim Leanai.

Foilsiti an Early Childhood Care and
Education Report (NESF, 2005) ag an
bhFéram Naisitinta Eacnamaioch agus
Soisialta (NESF).

Seoladh isteach an dara tuarascail de chuid
Eireann faoi chur i bhfeidhm Choinbhinsitn
na Naisilin Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh
(an Oifig Naisiunta Leanai, 2005b).

Bunu Oifig an Aire Leanai (OMC) a bhfuil rél
comhordaithe aici san earnail COLO.
Tabhairt isteach na straitéise um Delivering
Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) le
snaithe ar leith a bhaineann le solathar
COLO (DES, 2005¢).

2006

Bunu an Aonaid Bheartais um Oideachas na
mBlianta Luatha, comhlonnaithe sa DES agus
OMC.

Foilsiti agus scaipeadh Siolta, an Chreatlach
Naéisiunta Chailiochta d’Oideachas na Luath-
Oige (CECDE, 2006a).

Tabhairt isteach an Chlair Naisiinta um
Infheistiocht i gCliram Leanai (NCIP) (2006-
2010) le teacht in ionad an EOCP, a chuirfidh
€575 millian ar fail thar thréimhse an chlair.

Dearadh agus tosu staidéar fadaimseartha ar
leanai, Growing up in Ireland.

Foilsill na rialachan athbhreithnithe do
sheirbhisi réamhscoile (DHC, 2006).
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* Planning undertaken for a Constitutional
Referendum on the Rights of the Child in
Ireland.

As is evident, these publications and initiatives
have grown exponentially in recent years. These
wider policy developments and activities have
had a positive impact on the range and nature
of research undertaken within the sector by
providing increased funding for research and
developing a cohort of researchers with specific
expertise in the field of ECCE. Furthermore, the
revival of the OMEP Ireland conference since
2002 and the expansion of similar fora for the
sharing and dissemination of information have
enhanced the utility and accessibility of such
information. Ireland’s hosting of the European
Early Childhood Educational Research
Association (EECERA) Conference in September
2005 is further evidence of the growing
prominence of the research context. The CECDE
hosted its first international conference on ECCE
in 2004 (CECDE, 2005d), followed by a second
international conference in February 2007. This
has coincided with increased opportunities for
postgraduate training and education in ECCE in
a number of third level colleges and universities,
increasing the pool of research expertise
available in Ireland. These developments have
undoubtedly impacted positively on the array
and quality of the research produced in recent
years.

Initial Audit of Research, 1990-2003

Since the launch of the CECDE in October 2002,
a significant programme of research,
consultation and development has been
undertaken in close collaboration with the DES
and a broad range of stakeholders within the
ECCE sector. In 2003, the CECDE conducted the
initial Audit, i.e., the collection and collation of
all research relating to ECCE in the Republic of
Ireland between 1990 and mid-2003 (CECDE,
2003a), to guide and inform its work in relation
to research priorities. This initial Audit not only
identified research priorities into the future but
also collected and organised, for the CECDE and
other stakeholders, a significant array of
research material. Since its publication, an
online database of research has been
maintained and updated on the CECDE website
(www.cecde.ie) and has proven a valuable
resource to those with an interest in ECCE
research.

As with the Second Edition of the Audit of
Research, a liberal interpretation of the term
‘research’ was utilised in 2003. The initial Audit

2007 (go dti mi Aibreain 2007)

e Bunu na Straitéise Naisiinta um Qilitiint faoi
Churam Leanai ag an DES.

* Pleanail déanta le haghaidh Reifrinn
Bhunreachtuil faoi Chearta an Linbh in
Eirinn.

Is 1éir go bhfuil fas easpénantuil tagtha ar na
foilseachain agus tionscnaimh seo le blianta
beaga anuas. Bhi tionchar dearfach ag na
forbairti agus gniomhaiochtai beartais nios
leithne seo ar raon agus cineal an taighde a
rinneadh san earnail mar chuir siad maoiniu
méadaithe ar fail don taighde, agus d'fhorbair
siad grupa taighdeoiri le saineolas ar leith faoi
COLO. Chomh maith leis sin, chuir athbheochan
chomhdhail OMEP na hEireann 6 2002 agus
leathnd na bhféram comhchosuil chun faisnéis a
roinnt agus a scaipeadh feabhas ar Usdideacht
agus inrochtaineacht faisnéise da leithéid.
Fianaise bhreise de thabhacht mhéadaitheach
an chomhthéacs taighde na go raibh Eire ina
hostach ar EECERA i mi Mhean Fémhair 2005.
Bhi an CECDE mar 6stach a céad chomhdhail
idirnaisiunta faoi COLO i 2004 (CECDE, 2005d),
agus ansin ar chomhdhdil idirnaisiunta eile i mi
Feabhra 2007. Tharla sé sin an trath céanna a
raibh deiseanna méadaithe ann d’oilitiint agus
oideachas iarchéime i COLO i roinnt coldisti agus
ollscoileanna triu leibhéal, ag méadu ar lion an
tsaineolais taighde ata ar fail in Eirinn. Gan
ambhras bhi tionchar dearfach ag na forbairti sin
ar lion agus ar chaighdean an taighde a
tadirgeadh le blianta beaga anuas.

An tiniuchadh Taighde tosaigh, 1990-2003

O seoladh an CECDE i 2002, rinneadh clar
suntasach taighde, comhairlitichain agus
forbartha i gcomhar leis an DES agus raon
leathan pairtithe leasmhara laistigh den earnail
COLO. | 2003, rinne an CECDE an tIniuchadh
tosaigh, i.e., bailit agus tiomsu an taighde uile a
bhain le COLO i bPoblacht na hEireann idir 1990
agus lar 2003 (CECDE, 2003a) chun treoir agus
faisnéis a sholathar i ndail lena chuid oibre ar
thosaiochtai taighde. Ni amhain gur aithin an
tIniuchadh tosaigh tosaiochtai taighde don
todhchai, ach bhailigh agus d'eagraigh sé go
leor dbhar taighde don CECDE agus do
phairtithe leasmhara eile. O foilsiodh &,
coinniodh agus nuashonraiodh bunachar sonrai
taighde ar laithrean gréasain an CECDE
(www.cecde.ie) a bhi mar acmhainn luachmhar
déibh siud le spéis i dtaighde COLO.

Mar aon leis an Dara hEagran den Inituchadh
Taighde, bhi tuiscint leathan ar an téarma
‘taighde’ i 2003. Chuimsigh an tInitichadh



included research on ECCE relating to the
Republic of Ireland, including books, chapters in
books, journal articles, conference presentations
and papers, unpublished reports, international
comparative reports that included Ireland,
submissions and postgraduate theses. As the
remit of the CECDE spans both formal and
informal ECCE provision, the initial Audit
focused on research relating to both preschool
provision as well as the infant classes of primary
schools. In total, this initial Audit, covering the
period 1990 to mid-2003, collected 1,082
individual pieces of research and categorised
them into twelve sections, as outlined in Table 1
below.

Table 1 - Themes and Number of References in
the Initial Audit of Research, 1990-2003

Theme Number of References

Children’s Rights 59

Curriculum and Methodology 89

Educational Disadvantage 128

Parents and Families 112

Special Needs 123

The Developing Child 117

Source: CECDE (2003a:10)

* The total number of publications is greater than the number of
individual pieces of research collected as a number of publications
related to two or more of the themes identified.

Each of these themes was further divided into a
number of sub-themes to assist the easy
identification of research materials. While this
range of research was impressive for a sector in
its embryonic stages of development, a number
of research gaps were identified, including
research that involved consulting children,
research on quality in the Irish context, research
on the inclusion of children with special needs
within mainstream settings and longitudinal
research on all aspects of ECCE.

Second Edition of the Audit of Research,
1990-2006

Owing to the rapid increase in the production
and dissemination of research since 2003, the
CECDE updated its online database of research
on an ongoing basis. In mid-2006, a formal
review and update of the initial Audit of
Research was initiated in order to collect

tosaigh taighde ar COLO a bhain le Poblacht na
hEirinn cosuil le leabhair, caibidli i leabhair, ailt in
irisi, laithreoireachtai agus paipéir chomhdhala,
tuarascalacha neamhfhoilsithe, tuarascalacha
comparéaideacha idirnaisitnta a raibh Eire san
aireamh iontu agus trachtais iarchéime. Toisc go
gcludaionn sainchiram an CECDE solathar COLO
foirmiuil agus neamhfhoirmiuil, bhi an
tiniuchadh tosaigh dirithe ar thaighde a bhain le
solathar réamhscoile agus le ranganna naionan
bunscoileanna araon. San iomlan, bhailigh an
tiniuchadh tosaigh sin, a bhain leis an tréimhse 6
1990 go lar 2003, 1,082 piosa taighde
indibhidiula agus chuir sé in dha chatagdir déag
iad, mar a léiritear i dTabla 1 thios.

Tabla 1 — Téamai agus Lion na dTagairti san
Iniuchadh Taighde Tosaigh, 1990-2003

Téama

Lion na dTagairti

An Oige agus an tSochai 84
Cearta Leanai 59
Eagsulacht Chultdir 119
Curaclam agus Modheolaiocht 89
Seirbhisi Luath-Oige 345
Mibhuntaiste Oideachasuil 128
Oideachas Gaeilge 132
Tuismitheoiri agus Teaghlaigh 112
Cailiocht 59
Riachtanais Speisialta 123
Foireann, Oilitiint agus Cailiochtai 77
An Leanbh Até ag Forbairt 117
lomlan 1,444*

Foinse: CECDE (2003a:10)

* Ta lion iomlan na bhfoilseachan nios mé na lion iomlan na bpiosai
taighde a bailiodh mar bhain roinnt foilseachan le dha théama no
nios mo.

Roinneadh gach téama i bhfo-théamai chun go
mbeadh sé nios éasca abhar taighde a aithint.
Cé gur iontach an raon taighde seo d'earnail a
bhi ag céim thosaigh a forbartha, aithniodh
roinnt bearnai taighde, lena n-airitear taighde a
raibh comhchomhairle le leanai mar chuid de,
taighde ar chailiocht i gcomhthéacs na hEireann,
taighde ar chuimsiu leanai le riachtanais
speisialta i suimh phriomhshrutha agus taighde
fadaimseartha ar ghnéithe uile COLO.

An Dara hEagran den Iniuchadh Taighde,
1990-2006

Mar thoradh ar an méadu gasta ar thairgeadh
agus scaipeadh an taighde 6 2003, thug an
CECDE a bhunachar sonrai taighde ar line suas
chun data ar bhonn leanunach. | lar 2006,
cuireadh tUs le hathbhreithniu agus nuashonru
foirmiuil na chéad Iniuchadh Taighde chun
taighde a tairgeadh idir [ar 2003 agus mi na
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research produced between mid-2003 and
December 2006, and to re-categorise all research
completed between 1990 and 2006.

Methodology

At the outset, the initial Audit of Research (1990-
2003) acted as a foundation document to inform
the development of the Second Edition. To this
was added any research that had come to our
attention in the interim relating to the period
1990 to mid-2003. A diverse range of strategies
was then employed to elicit relevant research
publications and reports for inclusion in the
Second Edition to ensure it was as representative
as possible of the range of research conducted in
Ireland since mid-2003. First of all, the extensive
databases of contacts developed by the CECDE
since 2002 were used to alert the ECCE research
community to the production of the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research. Individuals and
organisations were requested to submit any
research they had undertaken, or were aware of,
between mid-2003 and 2006 relating to the care
and education of young children aged birth to
six years. The scope of this request within the
sector was wide and included relevant
government departments, most notably the DES,
the DHC, the DJELR and the newly formed OMC.

In addition, a large number of non-governmental
organisations, voluntary childcare organisations,
CCGs, Area-based Partnerships, and academics and
researchers within third level institutions were also
contacted and requested to submit titles or
references for pertinent research they had
conducted. As copies of research reports and
publications submitted were incorporated into the
CECDE resource library, bibliographies within these
were reviewed to identify further relevant
research for the Second Edition. National and
international journals with a remit for ECCE were
examined and relevant articles were recorded for
inclusion. Online databases of research such as the
Educational Studies Association of Ireland (ESAI)
Register of Theses were also examined, as were
the library catalogues of third level colleges for
relevant postgraduate theses. General Internet
searches were also conducted using salient
keywords and search parameters, which also
resulted in the unearthing of a large volume of
research material and sources. The participation of
CECDE staff at a number of national and
international seminars and conferences also
proved valuable in the identification of conference
papers presented by individuals and organisations.

Research Findings

Although there was a level of awareness that
the capacity and productivity of the ECCE
research sector had developed significantly in

Nollag 2006 a bhailit, agus chun an taighde uile
a rinneadh idir 1990 agus 2006 a athrangu.

Modheolaiocht

Ag an tus, bhi an tinitchadh Taighde tosaigh (1990-
2003) mar chaipéis bhunusach a Usaideadh chun
treoir a thabhairt d'fhorbairt an Dara hEagran.
Cuireadh leis sin aon taighde a thugamar faoi deara
idir an da linn a bhain leis an tréimhse 1990 go dti
lar 2003. Baineadh Usaid ansin as raon straitéisi
éagsula chun foilseachain agus tuarascalacha
taighde abhartha a fhail ar fiu iad a chuimsiu sa
Dara hEagran chun a chinntit go ndéanfadh sé an
ionadaiocht is fearr is féidir ar raon an taighde
déanta in Eirinn 6 1ar 2003. Ar dtus, baineadh Usaid
as na bunachair shonrai mhéra de phointi
teagmhala forbartha ag an CECDE 6 2002 chun a
insint don phobal taighde COLO go raibh Dara
hEagran den Initichadh Taighde & thairgeadh.
larradh ar dhaoine agus ar eagraiochtai aon
taighde a rinne siad, n6 a raibh siad ar an eolas faoi,
a bhain le ciram agus oideachas leanai 6ga 6
bhreith go haois sé bliana agus leis an tréimhse idir
lar 2003 agus 2006, a sheoladh chugainn. Bhi scéip
leathan ag an iarratas seo laistigh den earnail agus
bhi ranna rialtais abhartha san aireamh air, go
hairithe an DES, an DHC, an DJELR agus an OMC
nuabhunaithe.

Le cois sin, rinneadh teagmhail le lion mér
eagraiochtai neambhrialtais, eagraiochtai ciraim
leanai deonacha, CCCanna, Comhphairtiochtai
Ceantar-Bhunaithe, agus acadéiri agus taighdeoiri
in institididi tria leibhéal, agus iarradh orthu teidil
noé tagairti de thaighde abhartha a bhi déanta acu
a sheoladh isteach. Toisc go raibh céipeanna na
dtuarascalacha agus na bhfoilseachan taighde a
seoladh isteach cuimsithe i leabharlann
acmhainne an CECDE, rinneadh athbhreithniu ar
leabharliostai na gcaipéisi sin chun taighde
abhartha breise a aithint don Dara hEagran.
Scrudaiodh irisi ndisiunta agus idirnaisiunta le
sainchiram COLO agus taifeadadh ailt abhartha
le bheith cuimsithe san eagran. Scridaiodh
bunachair shonrai taighde ar line cosuil le Clar
Trachtas Chumann um Staidéar Oideachais na
hEireann (ESAI) agus cataléga leabharlainne na
gcolaisti trit leibhéal freisin mar iarracht trachtais
iarchéime abhartha a fhail. Usaideadh cuardaigh
Idirlin ghinearalta le heochairfhocail agus
paraiméadair chuardaigh bhainteacha freisin,
agus mar sin fuarthas lion moér abhar agus foinsi
taighde. Bhi rannphairtiocht fhoireann an CECDE i
roinnt seiminedr agus comhdhalacha naisiunta
agus idirnaisiunta luachmhar freisin mar
chabhraigh sé le paipéir chromhdhala curtha i
lathair ag daoine agus ag eagraiochtai a aithint.

Torthai an Taighde
Cé go raibh feasacht ann go raibh forbairt



recent years, the CECDE was gratified at the
range and extent of research publications and
materials collected. The Second Edition of the
Audit of Research contains 1,820 individual
pieces of research that have been identified for
the period 1990 to 2006. This represents an
additional 7382 pieces of research relating to the
period mid-2003 to 2006, in addition to the
1,082 publications identified in the initial Audit
for the period 1990 to mid-2003.

The categorisation process for the Second Edition
of the Audit of Research has been informed by
the development of Siolta, the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education (CECDE,
2006a). This is the national quality assurance
programme containing sixteen national Standards
relating to the achievement of quality practice in
ECCE settings. In order to support and inform the
development and implementation of Siolta, the
research collected has been categorised under
these sixteen Standards, as well as eight
additional general themes. The scope of this
research is displayed in Table 2 below, listing first
of all in alphabetical order the Siolta themes,
followed by the eight general themes.

Table 2 - Themes and Number of References in the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research, 1990-2006

Theme Number of References

Communication 1

Consultation 50

Environments 21

Identity and Belonging 165

Legislation and Regulation 63

Parents and Families 170

Play 43

Rights of the Child 59

9002-0661 9310-ypenT eu seydeapi() snde wen?) o Jpiew uus] ul pySiey | Je ypeyoniu

General Themes

Child Development 105

Early Childhood Services 401

Quality 113

Special Needs 191

* The total number of pieces of research is greater than the number
of individual pieces collected, as a number of publications
necessitated inclusion in two or more themes.

2 A small number of these relate to pieces of research from the
period 1990 to mid-2003 that were inadvertently omitted from the
initial Audit.

shuntasach tagtha ar chumas agus tairgiulacht
na hearnala taighde COLO le blianta beaga
anuas, bhi an CECDE an-sasta le raon agus lion
na bhfoilseachan agus na n-abhar taighde a
bailiodh. Cuimsionn an Dara hEagran den
Iniuchadh Taighde 1,820 piosa taighde aonair a
aithniodh don tréimhse 1990 go 2006. Is ionann
é sin agus 7832 piosa taighde sa bhreis a
bhaineann leis an tréimhse 6 lar 2003 go dti
2006, le cois an 1,082 foilseachan aitheanta sa
chéad Iniuchadh don tréimhse 1990 go lar 2003.

Bhi proiseas catagoirithe an Dara hEagran den
Iniichadh Taighde bunaithe ar fhorbairt Siofta, an
Chreatlach Naisiunta Chailiochta d'Oideachas na
Luath-Oige (CECDE, 2006a). Is é sin an clar
deimhnithe céiliochta ndisiinta a chuimsionn sé
Chaighdean naisilinta déag a bhaineann le
cleachtas ar ardchaighdean a chur i bhfeidhm i
suimh COLO. Chun tacu le forbairt agus feidhmiu
Siolta agus chun treoir a thabhairt do, rangaiodh
an taighde a bailiodh i gcatagéiri a bhaineann leis
na sé Chaighdean déag sin, agus faoi ocht dtéama
ghinearalta eile. Léiritear scip an taighde seo i
dTabla 2 thios, ag liostu ar dtus téamai Siolta in ord
aibitre agus ansin na hocht dtéama ghinearalta.

Tabla 2 - Téamai agus Lion na dTagairti sa Dara
hEagran den Iniachadh Taighde, 1990-2006

Téama Lion na dTagairti

Cumarsaid 1

Combhairlitichan 50

Timpeallachtai 21

Féiniulacht agus Muintearas 165

Reachtaiocht agus Rialu 63

Tuismitheoiri agus Teaghlaigh 170

Sugradh 43

Cearta an Phaiste 59

Téamai Ginearalta

Forbairt an Linbh 105

Seirbhisi Luath-Oige 401

Cailiocht 113

Riachtanais Speisialta 191

* T4 lion iomlan na bpiosai taighde nios mé na lion iomlan na
bpiosai aonair a bailiodh, mar ba gha roinnt foilseachan a chuimsiu
faoi dha théama né6 nios moé.

2 Baineann lion beag doibh sin le piosai taighde 6n tréimhse 1990 go
dti [ar 2003 nar cuireadh san aireamh sa chéad Initchadh iad i ngan
fhios.
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Table 3 provides a more detailed breakdown of
the various sub-themes, detailing the number of
references contained in each theme as a whole
and within the individual sub-themes. Seven of
the themes contained an insufficient number of
references to warrant assigning sub-themes to
them.

Table 3 - Themes, Sub-themes and Number of
References in the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, 1990-2006

No. of
References

Sub-theme

No. of
References

Child Learning and
Development 105 Development 4

Cognitive Development 21
Linguistic Development 17
Social and Emotional

Development 26

Community
Involvement* 23 23

Curriculum* 207 Curriculum Philosophy 22

Curriculum Development 27

Curriculum
Implementation 142
Curriculum Evaluation 16

Early Childhood

Censuses and

Services 401 Evaluations of Services 102
Guidance for Parents
and ECCE Providers 24
National Policy and
Provision 90
Local and Regional
Policy and Provision 46

City/ County Childcare
Committee Strategic Plans 33

School-based Provision and

School-age ECCE 33
Childminding Provision 26
Men in ECCE 11

International Perspectives 36

Health and Child Health and

Welfare* 87 Well-being 36
Child Protection and
Welfare 51

Tugann Tabla 3 miondealu nios mionchruinne
de na fo-théamai éagsula, ag déanamh cur sios
ar lion na dtagairti cuimsithe i ngach téama
iomlan agus laistigh de gach fo-théama éagsuil.
Ni raibh a dhéthain tagairti ag seacht dtéama le
gur fia iad a roinnt i bhfo-théamai.

Tabla 3 — Téamai, Fo-Théamai agus Lion na
dTagairti sa Dara hEagran den Initchadh
Taighde, 1990-2006

Lion na
dTagairti

Fo-Théama

Lion na
dTagairti

Forbairt an Linbh 105 Foghlaim agus Forbairt 41
Forbairt Chognaioch 21
Forbairt Theangeolaioch 17
Forbairt Shéisialta agus

Mhothtchanach 26

Rannphairtiocht
an Phobail* 23 23

Curaclam* 207 Fealsinacht Curaclaim 22
Forbairt Curaclaim 27
Cur-i-nGniomh Curaclaim 142

Meastoéireacht ar Churaclam 16

Mérairimh agus
Meastoireachtai ar

Sheirbhisi 102
Treoir do Thuismitheoiri

agus Solathraithe COLO 24
Beartas agus Solathar
Naisitnta 90
Beartas agus Solathar

Aititil agus Réigiunach 46
Pleananna Straitéiseacha
Coisti Curaim Leanai
Cathrach/Contae 33
Solathar Scoilbhunaithe

agus COLO ag Aois Scoile 33
Solathar Feighliochta Leanai 26
Fir i COLO 11
Peirspictiochtai Idirndisiinta 36

Seirbhisi
Luath-Oige 401

Slainte agus
Leas* 87

Slainte agus Dea-Bhraistint
Leanai 36

Cosaint agus Leas Leanai 51




Interactions*

Legislation and
Regulation*

Parents and
Families*

Play*

Quality

Rights of the
Child*

Transitions*

No. of
References

7

63

170

43

113

59

No. of
References

Sub-theme

7

ECCE Legislation and
Regulation 35
Related Legislation and
Regulation 28

Partnership and

Participation 37
Parental and Family

Supports 80
Parental Guidance and
Training 39
Work-life Balance 14

43

Quiality — Developing Policy 37
Quality — Developing

Practice 16
Quiality Assurance/
Improvement Programmes 30

Defining Quality 6
Assessing Quality 15
Supporting Quality 9

Children’s Rights —

Policy and Practice 48
Children’s Voices and
Participation 11

* Themes marked with an asterix are the sixteen national Standards
of Siolta.

**QOnce again, the total number of pieces of research is greater than
the number of individual pieces collected, as a number of
publications necessitated inclusion in two or more themes.

Lion na
dTagairti

Fo-Théama

Lion na
dTagairti

Idirghniomhartha* 7 7

Reachtaiocht Reachtaiocht agus Rialu

agus Rialu* 63 CcOoLO 35
Reachtaiocht agus Rialu
Bainteach 28

Tuismitheoiri agus Comhphairtiocht agus

Teaghlaigh* 170 Rannphairteachas 37
Tacai Tuismitheora agus
Teaghlaigh 80
Treoir agus QOiliuint do
Thuismitheoiri 39

Cobhsaiocht Saoil-Oibre 14

Sugradh* 43 43

Cailiocht Cailiocht — Ag Forbairt
Beartais 37
Cailiocht — Ag Forbairt
Cleachtais 16
Clar Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe
Cailiochta 30
Cailiocht a Shainmhinia 6
Cailiocht a Mheas 15
Ag Tacu le Cailiocht 9

Cearta an Cearta Leanai — Beartas
Phaiste* 59 agus Cleachtas 48
Gloir agus

Rannphairteachas Leanai 11
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Table 4 provides a detailed break-down of the
year of publication of the 1,820 references
contained within this Second Edition of the
Audit of Research. As is evident from the table,
there has been a continuing increase in the
quantity of research conducted in Ireland
relating to ECCE in the last sixteen years. It is
immediately apparent that there was a
significant lack of publications until the late
1990s, with only 354 references relating to the
eight year period 1990 to 1997, or an average of
44 publications annually. The most recent eight
year period 1999-2006 has witnessed a huge
increase, represented by 1,358 publications or
an annual average of 170.

Table 4 - Year of Publication of the References
contained within the Second Edition of the
Audit of Research, 1990-2006

Year of Publication Number of References

1990 28

1992 31

1994 44

1996 63

1998 105

2000 179

2002 191

2004 186

2006 205

Total 1,820

Table 5 documents the nature of the research
conducted in Ireland over the past sixteen years.
All of these categories increased significantly in
recent years with the growth in research activity
in general. The largest category relates to
reports by non-government agencies, many of
which are funded by a range of government
departments. Increased activity in postgraduate
studies is evidenced by the large number of
theses produced, while the number of
conference presentations is increasing in
tandem with the number of fora for the
presentation and discussion of research material.
The miscellaneous category incorporates a
number of annual reports, resource packs,
videos and unpublished research material.

* The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was
published in 1989 and ratified by Ireland in 1992. It is included here
considering it was a seminal policy document and impacted greatly
on subsequent policy and practice in Ireland.

Lion na
dTagairti

Fo-Théama

Lion na
dTagairti

Aistrithe* 5 5

* s sé Chaighdean déag Siolta iad na téamai a bhfuil réiltin in aice
leo.

** Aris, ta lion iomlan na bpiosai taighde nios mé na lion iomlan na
bpiosai aonair a bailiodh, mar ba gha roinnt foilseachan a chuimsiu
faoi dha théama né nios mo.

Tugann Tabla 4 miondeald mionchruinn de
bhlianta foilsithe an 1,820 tagairt a chuimsitear
sa Dara hEagran den Iniuchadh Taighde. Mar is
|éir 6n tabla, td& méadu leanunach tagtha ar
mhéid an taighde maidir le COLO déanta in
Eirinn le sé bliana déag anuas. Is 1éir laithreach
go raibh easpa suntasach foilseachan ann go dti
deireadh na 1990i, le 354 tagairt san iomlan ag
baint leis an tréimhse ocht mbliana 6 1990 go
1997, né 44 foilseachan in aghaidh na bliana ar
an mean. Tharla méadu ollmhor le linn na
tréimhse ocht mbliana is déanai 6 1999-2006,
mar a léirionn an 1,358 foilseachan né 170
foilseachan in aghaidh na bliana ar an mean.

Tabla 4 - Bliain Foilsithe na dTagairti cuimsithe
sa Dara hEagran den Iniachadh Taighde, 1990-
2006

Bliain Foilsithe Lion na dTagairti
1990 28
1992 31
1994 44
1996 63

1998 105

2000 179

2002 191

2004 186

2006 205

lomlan 1,820

Déanann Tabla 5 cur sios ar chineal an taighde a
rinneadh in Eirinn le sé bliana déag anuas.
Thainig méadu suntasach sna catagoiri uile sin le
blianta beaga anuas leis an mborradh tagtha ar
ghniomhaiocht taighde ghinearalta. Baineann
an chatagoir is mo le tuarascalacha déanta ag

* Foilsiodh Coinbhinsiun na Naisiun Aontaithe ar Chearta an Linbh i
1989 agus dhaingnigh Eire é i 1992. Cuimsiodh anseo é toisc gur
chaipéis bheartais rithabhachtach é a raibh tionchar mér aige ar
bheartas agus cleachtas in Eirinn.



Table 5 — Nature of the Research Undertaken,
1990-2006

Nature of the Research Number of References

Chapters in Books 124

Government Publications 159

Papers in Conference Proceedings

Postgraduate Theses

Miscellaneous 51

Gaps Within the Existing Research and
Recommendations for the Future

Undoubtedly, the identification of research gaps
in the initial Audit in 2003 focused researchers
on previously under-researched themes and it is
envisaged that recommendations from this
Second Edition will have a similarly positive
effect. Based on an analysis of the findings of
the Second Edition, a number of trends are
evident:

e There has been a huge upsurge in the
undertaking and publication of research
pertaining to ECCE between mid-2003 and
2006. This is proven by the fact that while
the thirteen-and-a-half-year period from
1990 to mid-2003 yielded 1,082 pieces of
research, the three-and-a-half-year period
from mid-2003 to 2006 witnessed the
production of 738. This corresponds to an
average of 80 research publications per
annum between 1990 and mid-2003
compared with 211 per annum between
2003 and 2006.

e One of the main gaps in the research
identified in 2003 related to the theme of
quality in the Irish context. Great strides to
address this deficiency have been made in
the interim with 113 publications relating
specifically to this theme. Moreover, Siolta,
the National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education has been developed
and published (CECDE, 2006a) and is
informing policy and practice relating to
quality at a national level.

* Many of the themes that are immediately
comparable between the initial Audit (1990-
2003) and the Second Edition (1990-2006)
show a huge upsurge in the number of
publications in the past three years, as
illustrated in Table 6. It is also important to
keep in mind that many individual
publications in the initial Audit may have

gniomhaireachtai neamhrialtais, go leor acu
maoinithe ag raon rann rialtais. T4 an
ghniomhaiocht mhéadaithe i staidéar iarchéime
soiléir 6n lion moér trachtas a tairgeadh, agus ta
lion na laithreoireachtai comhdhala ag dul i
méid ar aon dul leis na féraim ar fail chun abhar
taighde a chur i lathair agus a phlé. Cuimsionn
an chatagoir ilghnéitheach roinnt tuarascalacha
bliantula, pacaisti acmhainne, fistéipeanna agus
abhair thaighde neamhfhoilsithe.

Tabla 5 - Cineal an Taighde a Rinneadh, 1990-
2006

Cineal an Taighde Lion na dTagairti

Leabhair 92
Caibidli i Leabhair 124
Laithreoireachtai Comhdhala 191
Foilseachain Rialtais 159
Tuarascalacha Gniomhaireachtai Neamhrialtais 743
Paipéir in Imeachtai Comhdhala 139
Ailt 6 Thréimhseachain 147
Trachtais larchéime 144
Aighnis 30
llghnéitheach 51
lomlan 1,820

Bearnai sa Taighde Reatha agus Moltai don
Todhchai

Gan amhras, tri mhean bearnai taighde a aithint
san Iniuchadh tosaigh i 2003, cuidiodh le
taighdeoiri dirit ar théamai nach raibh a
ndéthain taighde déanta orthu, agus tathar ag
suil go mbeidh tionchar chomh dearfach céanna
ag moltai an Dara hEagran seo. Bunaithe ar
anailis ar thorthai an Dara hEagran, ta roinnt
treochtai le feicedil:

e Thainig borradh ollmhér ar lion an taighde a
bhain le COLO a rinneadh agus a foilsiodh
idir [ar 2003 agus 2006. Is léir sin mar cé nach
raibh ach 1,082 piosa taighde déanta le linn
na tréimhse tri bliana déag go leith 6 1990
go dti lar 2003, tairgeadh 738 piosa taighde
le linn na tréimhse tri bliana go leith 6 lar
2003 go dti 2006. Is ionann é sin agus 80
foilseachan taighde in aghaidh na bliana ar
an mean idir 1990 agus lar 2003, i
gcomparaid le 211 in aghaidh na bliana idir
2003 agus 2006.

e Bhain ceann de na bearnai is mé sa taighde a
aithniodh i 2003 le téama na cailiochta i
gcomhthéacs na hEireann. Ta dul chun cinn
mor déanta idir an da linn chun aghaidh a
thabhairt ar an easpa sin, le 113 foilseachan
anois a bhaineann go sonrach leis an téama
sin. Chomh maith leis sin, forbraiodh agus
foilsiodh Siolta, an Chreatlach Naisitinta
Chailiochta d’Oideachas na Luath-Oige
(CECDE, 2006a) agus ta sé ag tabhairt
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Theme 1990-2003 1990-2006 2003-2006

been assigned new, more appropriate
themes, in the extended range of themes
used for classification in 2006.

Table 6 — Comparison of Themes from the
Initial Audit of Research (CECDE, 2003a) and
the Second Edition of the Audit of Research

Cultural Diversity* 119 165 46
Curriculum 89 207 118
Disadvantage 128 178 50
Early Childhood Services 345 401 56
Parents and Families 112 170 58
Quality 59 113 54
Special Needs 123 191 68
Staffing, Training and

Qualifications** 77 144 67

*

This has been renamed Identity and Belonging

** This has now been renamed Professional Practice.

The theme of Communication, one of the
national Standards in Siolta, is particularly
underrepresented with only one specific
reference. This is surprising considering the
essential nature of communication as a two-
way process in multiple contexts, including
between the home and the ECCE setting,
between staff and management and
between staff and children. While a number
of other publications contain some
information relating to communication,
further focused research on the way in
which information on children is gathered,
stored and shared within settings and in the
wider context would be of great benefit to

treorach do bheartas agus do chleachtas a
bhaineann le céiliocht ar leibhéal naisiunta.

| gcés go leor téamai ar féidir comparaid
éasca a dhéanamh ina leith idir an chéad
Initchadh (1990-2003) agus an Dara hEagran
(1990-2006), ta4 borradh mor tagtha ar lion
na bhfoilseachan lena mbaineann le tri

bliana anuas, mar a léiritear i dTabla 6.
B'fhiu a chuimhneamh freisin gur sannadh
téamai nua, nios cui, do go leor foilseachan
san Iniuchadh tosaigh faoin raon leathnaithe
téamai a Usaideadh do rangu i 2006.

Tabla 6 - Comparaid idir Téamai san Initichadh
Taighde Tosaigh (CECDE, 2003a) agus sa Dara
hEagran den Inituchadh Taighde

Téama 1990-2003 1990-2006 2003-2006
Eagsulacht Chultuir* 119 165 46
Curaclam 89 207 118
Mibhuntaiste 128 178 50
Seirbhisi Luath-Oige 345 401 56
Tuismitheoiri agus Teaghlaigh 112 170 58
Cailiocht 59 113 54
Riachtanais Speisialta 123 191 68
Foireann, Qilitint agus

Cailiochtai** 77 144 67

* Anois tugtar Féiniulacht agus Muintearas air seo.
** Anois tugtar Cleachtas Gairmiuil air seo.

* Nil a dhéthain ionadaiochta déanta ar
théama na Cumarsaide, ceann de
Chaighdeain Naisiunta Siolta mar nil ach
tagairt shonrach amhain dé. Is cuis iontais é
sin toisc nadur riachtanach na cumarsaide
mar phroiseas débhealaigh in iomai

the ECCE sector.

* A number of other themes within this
Second Edition contain a surprisingly low
number of publications, including

Community Involvement (23), Environments

(21), Interactions (7), Planning and
Evaluation (32) and Transitions (5). These
themes relate to a number of Standards
within Siolta and indigenous research is
necessary to inform the implementation of
these Standards in practice in Ireland. It is
important to remember that many other

research publications relate to these themes

in some way, without being the principal

focus of their work. However, it is necessary

to prioritise such themes in future research
strategies and plans within the sector
considering their critical importance in the
achievement of quality practice in ECCE
settings. The CECDE has recently published
Siolta Workshop Materials®, including

detailed Digests of Research on each of the

sixteen national Standards. In the main,
these draw on international literature.

* Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (2007).
Siolta Workshop Materials. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education.

comhthéacsanna, lena n-airitear idir an baile
agus an suiomh COLO, idir an fhoireann agus
an bhainistiocht agus idir an fhoireann agus
na leanai. Cé go bhfuil roinnt faisnéise faoin
gcumarsaid san aireamh i roinnt foilseachan
eile, bhainfeadh an earnail COLO tairbhe
mhor as taighde breise dirithe ar an
mbealach ina mbailitear, stérailtear agus
roinntear faisnéis faoi leanai laistigh de
shuimh agus sa chomhthéacs nios leithne.

Is cuis iontais freisin an lion iseal foilseachan i
roinnt téamai eile sa Dara hEagran, lena n-
airitear Rannphairtiocht an Phobail (23),
Timpeallachtai (21), Idirghniomhartha (7),
Pleanail agus Meastdireacht (32) agus
Aistrithe (5). Baineann na téamai sin le
roinnt Caighdedn laistigh de Siolta agus ni
mor taighde duchasach a dhéanamh chun
treoir a thabhairt do chur i ngniomh na
gCaighdean sin i gcleachtas in Eirinn. T4 sé
tdbhachtach cuimhneamh go mbaineann go
leor foilseachan taighde eile leis na téamai
sin ar bhealach éigin, gan na téamai sin a
bheith mar phriomhfhécas a gcuid saothair.



However, they do offer valuable insights for
the Irish research community considering
research under these themes.

e As identified in 2003, there is a distinct
absence of a critical mass of longitudinal
research relating to ECCE in Ireland. The
commencement of the national longitudinal
study on children, Growing Up in Ireland, is
a welcome development in this regard and
this must be complemented by additional
longitudinal research focusing on specific
aspects of ECCE provision in Ireland.

e Children’s rights, whilst attracting much
attention heretofore, has focused on
making the case for recognition and
respecting these rights. With national and
international legislation beginning to
influence practice, research into the nature
of the impact would be useful.

* The issue of Professional Practice in ECCE is
one which is beginning to attract national
policy attention and again would benefit
from research in the Irish context. In
particular, the issue of leadership is of
importance for the future development of
the sector in all its dimensions.

e Additional areas that merit specific
attention can be identified from the
thematic analysis contained in the Second
Edition of the Audit of Research. These
include researching:

— Children’s experiences and perceptions of
growing up in Ireland, especially children of
newcomer families and children with
disabilities;

— International comparative studies which
reflect on current policy and practice in
Ireland and in other jurisdictions would be
useful to update existing studies which in
the main pre-date 2000;

— Exploring the compatibility of policy and
practice in Northern Ireland, given the new
political developments, would also be
worthy of attention.

Despite the demonstrated and dramatic increase
in research activity in the ECCE sector in Ireland
in the period 2003 - 2006, it is important that
this dynamism is sustained and expanded in
order to support continued development of
EECE provision and practice in Ireland into the
future. We must continue to be committed to
developing an indigenous evidence base that is
embedded in the realities of Irish culture,
economy and society. We must encourage the
involvement of practitioners in research activity
and inspire funding agencies and policy
developers to invest substantially in research

Mar sin féin, ta sé riachtanach tosaiocht a
thabhairt do théamai da leithéid i straitéisi
agus pleananna taighde laistigh den earnail
don todhchai mar gheall ar an tdbhacht
ollmhér a bhaineann leo chun sar-chleachtas
a bhaint amach i suimh COLO. Le deireanas,
d'fhoilsigh an CECDE Abhair do Cheardlanna
Siolta*, a raibh Achoimri Taighde
mionchruinne faoi gach ceann de na sé
Chaighdean naisiunta déag san aireamh ann.
Den chuid is mo, baineann siad Usaid as
abhar idirnaisitinta. Mar sin féin, is léargais
luachmhara iad do bhaill phobal taighde na
hEireann ata ag machnamh faoi thaighde a
dhéanamh ar na téamai sin.

Mar a aithniodh i 2003, ta easpa soiléir maidir
le mais chriticiuil thaighde fadaimseartha faoi
COLO in Eirinn. Cuirtear failte, mar sin, leis an
tUs a cuireadh leis an staidéar naisiunta
fadaimseartha ar leanai, Growing Up in
Ireland, agus ni mér tacu leis tri thaighde
fadaimseartha eile a dhéanamh ar ghnéithe
sonracha an tsolathair COLO in Eirinn.

Cé gur tugadh aghaidh ar chearta leanai go
dti seo, bhain an obair le fianaise a thabhairt
chun a mhinida gur chéir na cearta sin a
aithint agus meas a thabhairt doibh. Agus
reachtaiocht ndisiunta agus idirndisitinta ag
dul i gcion ar an gcleachtas anois, bheadh
taighde ar chinedl an tionchair sin Gsaideach.

Ta an beartas naisiunta ag tabhairt aghaidhe
anois ar shaincheist an Chleachtais Ghairmiuil
i COLO, agus bhainfeadh tairbhe le taighde
déanta air i gcomhthéacs na hEireann. Go
hairithe, ta saincheist na ceannaireachta
tdbhachtach d'fhorbairt ghnéithe uile na
hearnala sa todhchai.

Féadtar réimsi eile ar fiu aird ar leith a
thabhairt orthu a aithint én anailis théamach
a chuimsitear sa Dara hEagran den Iniichadh
Taighde. Airitear orthu sin taighde a
dhéanamh ar na nithe seo a leanas:

— Taithi agus peirspictiochtai leanai ag fas
suas in Eirinn, go hairithe leanai teaghlach
nua-thagtha agus leanai faoi mhichumas;

— Bheadh staidéir chomparaideacha
idirnaisiinta a léirionn beartas agus
cleachtas reatha in Eirinn agus i ndlinsi eile
Usaideach chun staidéir reatha, a bhaineann
leis an tréimhse roimh 2000 den chuid is mé
de, a nuashonru;

— B'fhiu staidéar a dhéanamh freisin ar
chomhoiritnacht an bheartais agus an
chleachtais i dTuaisceart Eireann, i
bhfianaise na bhforbairti polaitiula nua.

In ainneoin an mhéadaithe dhramata léirithe ar
ghniomhaiocht taighde san earndil COLO in

4 An Larionad um Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na Luath-Oige (2007).
Abhair do Cheardlanna Siolta. Baile Atha Cliath: An Larionad um
Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na Luath-Oige.
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activity in the ECCE sector. The creation of a
vibrant, active research community is a necessary
prerequisite for the achievement of a strong
early childhood care and education sector that
can respond effectively to the demands of
children and families into the future.

Online Searchable Research Database

The online searchable research database on the
CECDE website, www.cecde.ie, has proven to be
very popular in recent years, most notably
among researchers, policymakers and students.
Each of the 1,820 publications is included in this
database and publications can be located based
on a number of search criteria, including author,
title or research theme. In this way, it will be
accessible to as wide a range of stakeholders as
possible. Many of the publications listed in the
Second Edition of the Audit of Research are
available within the CECDE Resource library (an
online catalogue of library holdings can also be
viewed on the CECDE website) and can be
consulted on request.

Conclusion

It is evident from the analysis of research
conducted in Ireland between 1990 and 2006
that the ECCE research community has much to
feel proud about, considering the context of a
fledgling sector that has been traditionally
under-funded and under-resourced. The impact
of increased investment in ECCE services in
Ireland is mirrored in the quality and quantity of
research that has been produced in recent years,
most notably since 2003. However, there is no
room for complacency as many research gaps
still exist in the Irish context and there is a
continuous need for ongoing current research
to inform policy and practice. Furthermore, the
dissemination and sharing of research is of
critical importance so that by impacting
positively on practice, it can ultimately benefit
our youngest children.

Eirinn le linn na tréimhse 2003 - 2006, ta sé
tabhachtach an dinimiceas sin a choinneail agus
a leathnu chun tacu le forbairt leanunach an
tsolathair agus an chleachtais COLO in Eirinn sa
todhchai. Ni mér duinn a bheith tiomanta do
bhonn fianaise baile a fhorbairt ata bunaithe ar
réaltachtai chultar, gheilleagar agus shochai na
hEireann. Ni mér duinn rannphairteachas
cleachtdiri i ngniomhaiocht taighde a spreagadh
agus gniomhaireachtai maoinithe agus forbraoiri
beartais a mholadh le hinfheistiocht
shubstainteach a dhéanamh i dtaighde san
earnail COLO. Ni moér pobal taighde briomhar
gniomhach a chruthu sular féidir earnail laidir
um chdram agus oideachas na luath-éige a chur
ar fail ar féidir léi freagairt go héifeachtuil
d'éilimh leanai agus teaghlach sa todhchai.

Bunachar Sonrai Taighde Inchuardaithe ar Line
Bhi an-téir ar an bunachar sonrai taighde
inchuardaithe ar line ar laithrean gréasain an
CECDE, www.cecde.ie, le blianta beaga anuas,
go hairithe 6 thaighdeoiri, déantaéiri beartais
agus mic léinn. T4 gach ceann den 1,820
foilseachan san aireamh sa bhunachar sonrai,
agus féadtar teacht ar fhoilseachain le cabhair
roinnt critéar cuardaithe, lena n-airitear an t-
Udar, an teideal né téama an taighde. Mar sin,
beidh an lion is mo pairtithe leasmhara is féidir
in ann leas a bhaint as. T4 a l[an de na
foilseachain a liostaitear sa Dara hEagran den
Iniuchadh Taighde ar fail laistigh de
Leabharlann Acmhainne an CECDE (féadtar
catalog ar line den stoc leabharlainne a fheiceail
ar laithrean gréasain an CECDE freisin) agus
féadtar dul i gcomhairle leo ar iarratas.

Concluid

Is léir 6n anailis ar thaighde a rinneadh in Eirinn
idir 1990 agus 2006 gur féidir leis an bpobal
taighde COLO a bheith an-bhréduil as féin, go
hairithe i gcomhthéacs earnala nua nar tugadh
go leor maoinithe na acmhainni di go
traidisiinta. Léirionn cailiocht agus cainniocht
an taighde a tairgeadh le blianta beaga anuas,
go hairithe 6 2003, tionchar na hinfheistiochta
méadaithe i seirbhisi COLO in Eirinn. Mar sin
féin, ni féidir a bheith bogasach mar ta go leor
bearnai taighde i gcomhthéacs na hEireann fés
agus ta ga leanunach le taighde reatha chun
treoir a thabhairt do bheartas agus cleachtas. Le
cois sin, ta sé rithabhachtach taighde a
scaipeadh agus a roinnt ionas go mbainfidh ar
leanai is 6ige tairbhe as an tionchar dearfach a
bheidh aige ar an gcleachtas.





