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Irish Language Education

It has long been recognised that the early years
are the optimum time for language acquisition
and young children are well disposed to acquire
a new language. Language development in the
early years is also important for the subsequent
linguistic and holistic development of the child
in later life. This large volume of research
provides a base for the development of policy
and practice in the growing number of Naionrai
and Irish-medium primary schools.

Irish Language Education is one of the largest
themes within the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, consisting of 150 publications.
Following a process of thematic analysis, these
publications have been divided into seven
separate sub-themes, namely:

e Status of Irish Language Education [22]
* Legislation and Practice Guidelines [39]
e Language and Literacy Acquisition [42]
* |Immersion Education [15]

e Parents and Families [9]

e Curriculum and Assessment [9]

e Infant Classes of Primary Schools [14]

Status of Irish Language Education

A significant number of publications document
the Status of Irish Language Education in both
historical and contemporary contexts. Area
Development Management (2001) and
Muintearas (2000) document current policy and
practice in early years settings in the Gaeltacht
regions. A number of researchers provide an
insight into trends of Irish language learning and
acquisition in recent years (Hickey, 1991a; 1994;
1995; 1999¢; Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, 1994a; O
Gliasain, 1990; 1996; O Riagain and O Gliasain,
1994). Mhic Mhathuna (2002a; 2002b; 2002c¢)
offers guidance and advice on developing
language policy and practice in ECCE settings.
O’Connor (2002; 2004) has conducted an audit of
research relating to the Irish language in Ireland,
categorised under a number of significant themes.

Oideachas tri Ghaeilge

Aithniodh le fada an |4 gurb iad na blianta
luatha na blianta is fearr d'insealbhu teanga
agus go mbionn sé ar chumas leanai 6ga teanga
nua a insealbhu. Bionn forbairt na teanga sna
blianta luatha tabhachtach freisin d'fhorbairt
theangeolaioch agus iomlanaioch an linbh nios
déanai sa saol. Tugann an raidhse taighde seo
bonn ar fail d'fhorbairt beartais agus cleachtais
sa lion moér Naionrai agus Gaelscoileanna.

Téa Oideachas tri Ghaeilge ar cheann de na
téamai is mo sa Dara hEagran den Initchadh
Taighde, le 150 foilseachan san aireamh ann. |
ndiaidh anailise téamai, roinneadh na
foilseachain sin i seacht bhfo-théama, mar seo a
leanas:

e Stadas an Oideachais tri Ghaeilge [22]

e Treoirlinte Reachtaiochta agus Cleachtais [39]
* Insealbhu Teanga agus Litearthachta [42]

e Tumoideachas [15]

e Tuismitheoiri agus Teaghlaigh [9]

e Curaclam agus Measunacht [9]

* Ranganna Naionan i mBunscoileanna [14]

Stadas an Oideachais tri Ghaeilge

Déanann lion suntasach foilseachan cur sios ar
Stddas an Oideachais tri Ghaeilge i
gcomhthéacsanna stairitla agus comhaimseartha
araon. Déanann Area Development
Management (2001) agus Muintearas (2000) cur
sios ar bheartas agus cleachtas reatha i suimh na
luath-6ige i réigitin Ghaeltachta. Tugann roinnt
taighdeoiri léargas ar na treochtai maidir le
foghlaim agus insealbht na Gaeilge le blianta
beaga anuas (Hickey, 1991a; 1994; 1995; 1999¢;
Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, 1994a; O Gliasain, 1990;
1996; O Riagain agus O Gliasain, 1994). Tugann
Mhic Mhathuna (2002a; 2002b; 2002¢) treoir
agus comhairle faoi fhorbairt beartais agus
cleachtais teanga i suimh COLO. Rinne O'Connor
(2002;2004) iniuchadh ar thaighde a bhaineann
le Gaeilge in Eirinn, rangaithe faoi roinnt téamai
suntasacha.

An Comhchoiste Réamhscolaiochta Teo (1994). Tuarascdil Bhliantdil. Baile Atha Cliath: An Comhchoiste

Réamhscolaiochta Teo.

Area Development Management (2001). National Childcare Census Report — Gaeltacht Regions. Dublin:

Area Development Management.

Hickey, T. (1991a). Irish in Ireland (in) Edwards, V. and Alladina, S. (Eds.). Babel and Beyond:

Multilingualism in the British Isles. Harlow: Longman.



Hickey, T. (1994). Irish in Education in the Republic of Ireland (in) Asher, R. and Simpson, J. (Eds.).
Encyclopaedia of Language and Linguistics. Oxford: Pergamon Press.

Hickey, T. (1995). Léirbhreithniu ar Thorthai Taighde ar an Datheangachas (A Review of Research on
Bilingualism). Teangeolas, Volume 34, pp. 24-31.

Hickey, T. (1999¢). Irish in Education in the Republic of Ireland (in) Spolsky, B. (Ed.). Concise
Encyclopaedia of Educational Linguistics. Oxford: Pergamon Press, pp. 85-86.

Hickey, T. and Williams, J. (Eds.) (1996). Language, Education and Society in a Changing World.
Clevedon, Avon: Multilingual Matters and IRAAL.

Mac Aogain, E. (1995). An Ghaeilge (in) Ni Dheg, E., Ni Neachtain, M. agus o Dubhghaill, A. (Eag.). Na
Teangacha Neamhthorleathana agus Oiliuint Muinteoiri: Ag Dirit ar an nGné Eorapach. Luimneach:
Colaiste Mhuire gan Smal, pp. 8-25.

Mhic Mhathuna, M. (2002a). Straitéisi agus Pleanail Teanga don lonad Clram Leanai (in) Ui Ghradaigh,
D. (2002) (Eag.). Curam agus Oideachas Luathdige: Treoirleabhar. Gaillimh: Udaras na Gaeltachta, pp.
15-21.

Mhic Mhathuna, M. (2002b). Language, Culture and Diversity in Early Childhood Settings. Invited
speaker at Childcare Network Loch Garman Annual Conference, Wexford.

Mhic Mhathuna, M. (2002c). Language, Culture and Diversity in Kerry Childcare Settings. Keynote
speaker at Kerry County Childcare Committee Conference on Cultural Diversity and Equality, Killarney
and Tralee, Co. Kerry.

Muintearas (2000). Aspects of Education in the Gaeltacht — Policy Implications. Galway: Muintearas.
Na Naiscoileanna Gaelacha (1994). Bunreacht. Baile Atha Cliath: Cartlann Chonradh na Gaeilge.

Ni Neachtain, M. (2004). An Ghaeilge, Culra agus Cultur (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh:
Tacdbhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 47-48.

Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, M. (1994a). The Status of Irish as a Mother Tongue or Primary Language. Studies
in Education, Volume 10, No. 1, pp. 23-36.

Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, M. (2001). Ta Gaeilge Agam, Ach ni ag mo Chara: Irish Speaking Children (in)
Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001b). Understanding Children, Volume 2:
Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Dublin: Oak Tree Press, pp. 267-290.

O Conchuir, S. (1994). Muintreas na nOiledn. Preschool Component. Unpublished Report Submitted to
Bernard Van Leer Foundation and Udaras na Gaeltachta.

O’Connor, S. (2002). Innéacs Taighde. Baile Atha Cliath: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaiochta.

O’Connor, S. (2004). Innéacs Taighde. Baile Atha Cliath: An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaiochta.

O Gliasain, M. (1990). Language Shift Among Schoolchildren in Gaeltacht Areas: 1974-1984: An Analysis
of the Distribution of £10 Grant Qualifiers. Dublin: Institiid Teangeolaiochta Eireann.

O Gliasain, M. (1996). The Language Question in the Census of Population. Dublin: Institiud
Teangeolaiochta Eireann.

O Riagain, P. and O Gliasain, M. (1994). The National Surveys on Languages 1993: Preliminary Report.
Dublin: Institid Teangeolaiochta Eireann.
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Legislation and Practice Guidelines

Publications relating to Legislation and Practice
Guidelines for the Irish language are numerous
and offer practitioners and teachers guidance to
inform their practice. The introduction of the
Official Languages Act (Department of
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, 2003)
provides a legislative framework for the delivery
of services in the Irish language. The BCCN
(2000b) and Galway CCC (2003g) offer
information and resources to sessional service
providers and childminders respectively to
deliver services in the Irish language. Teacher
and Stidrthaoir (teacher in Naionrai) handbooks
to guide practice in Irish-medium settings have
been produced by a number of researchers,
including Mac Con lomaire (2004; 1998), Mac
Seanlaoich (1995) and Mhic Mhathuna et a/.
(2002a; 2002b). Ni Chinnéide (2001) and
Stiobhairt (2004b) have produced research on
the importance of the parental role in the home
in promoting the Irish language and of parental
partnership within Irish language settings. A
publication edited by Ui Ghradaigh (2004a)
contains a range of short articles to inform and
support practice in Irish-medium settings,
focusing on aspects such as management
(Mairtin, 2004b), computers in ECCE settings
(Mhic Ghabhann, 2004), child development
(Stiobhairt, 2004a), supporting children’s rights
(Ui Ainin, 2004a; 2004b), play (Ui Ghradaigh,
2004c), equality and diversity (Ui Ghradaigh,
2004e), evaluation (Ui Ghradaigh, 2004i) and
health and safety (Ui Leathleabhair, 2004).

Ta go leor foilseachan ann a bhaineann le
Treoirlinte Reachtaiochta agus Cleachtais don
Ghaeilge agus tugann siad treoir do chleachtoiri
agus muinteoiri chun cabhru leo i gcleachtas.
Cuireann seoladh Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiula
(An Roinn Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe agus
Gaeltachta, 2003) creatlach reachtaiochta ar fail
do sheachadadh seirbhisi tri mhean na Ghaeilge.
Tugann an BCCN (2000b) agus CCC na Gaillimhe
(2003g) faisnéis agus acmhainni do
sholathraithe seirbhisi seisiinacha agus
curamoiri leanai faoi seach chun cabhru leo
seirbhisi a sheachadadh tri Ghaeilge. Thairg
roinnt taighdeoiri, lena n-airitear Mac Con
lomaire (2004; 1998), Mac Seanlaoich (1995)
agus Mhic Mhathuna et a/ (2002a; 2002b),
[dmhleabhair do Mhuinteoiri agus do Stiurthdiri
(muinteoiri i Naionrai) chun treoir a thabhairt
do chleachtas i suimh tri mhean na Gaeilge.
Rinne Ni Chinnéide (2001) agus Stiobhairt
(2004b) taighde ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le
rél an tuismitheora sa bhaile maidir le Gaeilge a
chur chun cinn agus tabhacht na
comhphéirtiochta le tuismitheoiri i suimh
Ghaeilge. Ta ailt ghearra i bhfoilseachan
eagraithe ag Ui Ghradaigh (2004a) a thugann
treoir agus tacaiocht don chleachtas i suimh tri
mhedan na Gaeilge, le fécas ar ghnéithe cosuil le
bainistiocht (Mairtin, 2004b), riomhairi i suimh
COLO (Mhic Ghabhann, 2004), forbairt leanai
(Stiobhairt, 2004a), tacu le cearta leanai (Ui
Ainin, 2004a; 2004b), sugradh (Ui Ghradaigh,
2004c), comhionannas agus éagsulacht (Ui
Ghradaigh, 2004e), meastoéireacht (Ui
Ghradaigh, 2004i) agus slainte agus
sabhailteacht (Ui Leathleabhair, 2004).

An Roinn Sldinte agus Leanai (1999). Treoirlinte Naisiiinta do Chosaint agus Leas Leanai. Baile Atha

Cliath: Oifig an tSolathair.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000b). Pacdiste Eolas do Sholathraithe ar Sherbhisi Sheisitinacaha
Réamhscolaiochta arna chur in Eagar ag Lionra Ciram Leanai Chontaetha na Teorann Teo. Monaghan:

Border Counties Childcare Network.

De Faoite, G. (2003). Athbhreithniu Ar: Scéim na gCuntdiri Teanga,; Scéim na gCampai Samhraidh tri
Ghaeilge d’Aos Og na Gaeltachta; Scéim na bhFoghlaimediri Gaeilge agus Cuairtediri Baile — Na
Féidearthachtai. Gaillimh: An Roinn Gnéthai, Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta.

Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (2002). Official Languages Bill 2002. Dublin: The

Stationery Office.

Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (2003). Official Languages Act 2003. Dublin: The

Stationery Office.

Eagraiocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta (1998). Aighneacht chuig Foram Naisiunta um Luathoideachas.

Dun na nGall: Eagraiocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta.



Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2003g). Pacdiste Eolais ar Fheighli Linbh. Galway: Galway
City and County Childcare Committee.

Mac Con lomaire, M. (2004). Loinnir - Clér Oibre do Naionrai na Gaeltachta. Gaillimh: Udaras na
Gaeltachta agus Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teoranta.

Mac Con lomaire, P. (1998). Ciram agus Oideachas Luathdige - Treoirleabhar. Gaillimh: Udaréas na
Gaeltachta.

Mac Seanlaoich, M. (1995). Cdrsai Praiticiula — Lémhleabhar do Stitrthdiri Naionrai. Baile Atha Cliath:
An Comhchoiste Réamhscolaiochta Teo.

Mairtin, C. (2004a). An Chumarsaid (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai
0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 21-22.

Mairtin, C. (2004b). Teanga Bhainisteoireachta (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar
Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 81-82.

Mhic Ghabhann, M. (2004). An Riomhaire sa Naionra (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh:
Tacdbhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 105-106.

Mhic Mhathuna, M., Ni Raghallaigh, D., Ni Fhoghlu, C. agus Ni Néill, U. (2002a). Niamh agus Ruairi.
Lamhleabhar an Mhuinteora. Baile Atha Cliath, Carroll Heinemann.

Mhic Mhathuna, M., Ni Raghallaigh, D., Ni Fhoghlu, C. agus Ni Néill, U. (2002b). Niamh agus Ruairi.
Bosca Aiseanna. Baile Atha Cliath, Carroll Heinemann.

Ni Chinnéide, M. (2001). Ag Togdil Clainne le Gaeilge: Treoirleabhar do Thuismitheoiri. Baile Atha Cliath:
Comhluadar.

Nic Ghiolla Mhichil, M. (2004). Maoirseacht i gClram Leanai (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh:
Tacdbhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 119-122.

O Siail, P. (2004). Ag Cur Aithne ar an Saol — Cur Chuige Rudolf Steiner (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.)
(2004). Cunamh: Tacdbhar Ciram Leanai O - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 129-132.

Stiobhairt, D. (2004a). Forbairt an Phaiste (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam
Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 35-42.

Stiobhairt, D. (2004b). Dianbhreathnoireacht (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cinamh: Tacabhar
Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 43-44.

Stiobhairt, D. (2004c). Ag Obair le Tuismitheoiri (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar
Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 45-46.

Stiobhairt, D. (2004d). lompar an Phaiste (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cinamh: Tacabhar Curam
Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 99-100.

Ui Ainin, M. (2004a). Coinbhinsitin na Naisiun Aontaithe um Chearta an Linbh (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D.
(Eag.) (2004). Cinamh: Tacadbhar Ciram Leanai O - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 11-16.

Ui Ainin, M. (2004b). Cosaint Leanai san lonad Curam Leanai (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 29-34.

Ui Ainin, M. (2004c). Polasaithe agus Proisis (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar
Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 71-76.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2002). Curam agus Oideachas Luathdige — Treoirleabhar: Cursa Oiliuna i gCuram
Leanai le Gaeilge. Gaillimh: Udaras na Gaeltachta.
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Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004a). Cinamh — Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0-6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt

Naionrai Teo.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004b). Caram an Phaiste agus an Ghaeilge (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 7-10.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004c¢). Sugradh (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai
0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 17-20.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004d). Timpeallacht Forbartha agus Foghlama (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 77-80.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004e). Carsai Comhionannais agus Eagsulachta san lonad Ciram Leanai (in) Ui
Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 — 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai

Teo, pp. 83-86.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004f). An Dulra agus Cursai Eolaiochta (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh:
Tacdbhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 87-90.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004h). Caram an Phaiste larscoile (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh:
Tacdbhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 107-110.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004i). Féinmheastoireacht (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar
Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 115-118.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. (2004j). “Tagaigi — Mairmis i dTeanna ar bPaisti” - Friedrich Froebel 1782-1852 (in) Ui
Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 — 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai

Teo, pp. 123-126.

Ui Ghradaigh, D. agus O Buachalla, A. (2004). Foghlaim Ghniomhach (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 91-96.

Ui Leathleabhair, M. (2004). Slainteachas agus Sabhailteacht i gCiram Leanai (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D.
(Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacadbhar Ciram Leanai O - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 23-28.

Ui Lionaird, B. (2004). Ciram larscoile & Bhunu — Sampla Praiticitil (in) Ui Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004).
Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 - 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai Teo, pp. 111-114.

Ui Mhurchu, M., Ui Dhuill, J. agus Nic Guidhir, 1. (2004). Forbairt Mhothaioch, Sampla Praiticiuil (in) Ui
Ghradaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cunamh: Tacabhar Curam Leanai 0 — 6. Baile Atha Cliath: Forbairt Naionrai

Teo, pp. 97-98.

Language and Literacy Acquisition

A significant range of research focuses on
Language and Literacy Acquisition in the Irish
context. An analysis of the teaching of Irish
Reading forms a considerable body of this
research, largely informed by the work of Tina
Hickey (Hickey, 1991¢; 1991d; 1992a; 1992b;
2001a; 2001¢; 2006a; 2006b; Hickey and o)
Cainin, 2003a; 2003b; Kennedy and Hickey,
2005). Dwane (1998) and Mhic Mhathuna (1993;
1996; 1997a; 2001¢) have examined the
acquisition of Irish in Naionrai. Research has also
specifically focused on the differences for
children who are learning the Irish language as
a first language (Hickey, 1990¢; 1993a; 1993b;
2004a) and those experiencing it as a second

Dirionn lion maith taighde ar Insealbhu Teanga
agus Litearthachta i gcomhthéacs na hEireann.
Baineann a lan den taighde seo le hanailis ar
Léamh sa Ghaeilge, bunaithe den chuid is mé ar
obair Tina Hickey (Hickey, 1991¢; 1991d; 19923;
1992b; 2001a; 2001¢; 2006a; 2006b; Hickey agus
O Cainin, 2003a; 2003b; Kennedy agus Hickey,
2005). Rinne Dwane (1998) agus Mhic Mhathuna
(1993; 1996; 1997a; 2001c) scrudu ar insealbhu
Ghaeilge i Naionrai. Dhirigh roinnt taighde go
sonrach ar na difriochtai do leanai a bhionn ag
foghlaim na Gaeilge mar mhathairtheanga
(Hickey, 1990c; 1993a; 1993b; 2004a) agus leanai
a mbionn si mar dara teanga acu (Hickey, 1998c;
2001a; 2005a; Hickey agus O Cainin, 2003b; Mhic



language (Hickey, 1998c; 2001a; 2005a; Hickey Mhathuna, 1994; 1995; 2005b; Mhic Mhathuna

and O Cainin, 2003b; Mhic Mhathuna, 1994; agus Ui Chinnéide, 2000). Leag roinnt

1995; 2005b; Mhic Mhathuna and Ui Chinnéide, taighdeoiri béim ar ghnéithe sonracha na
2000). An emphasis on specific aspects of forbartha teanga, cosuil le féineolaiocht
language development is facilitated by a (Brennan, 2004), gramadach (Hickey, 1990a),
number of researchers, such as phonology forbairt ord na bhfocal (Hickey, 1990b) agus
(Brennan, 2004), grammar (Hickey, 1990a), word meastoéireacht (Hickey, 1990c¢). Rinne Mhic
order development (Hickey, 1990b) and Mhathuna staidéar ar Usaid na scéalaiochta mar
evaluation (Hickey, 1990c). Mhic Mhathuna has straitéis chun Gaeilge a fhoghlaim (Mhic
examined the use of storytelling as a strategy Mhathuna, 2001a; 2003a; 2003b; 2005a; 2005b;
for learning Irish (Mhic Mhathuna, 20013; 2005c¢; 2006b).

2003a; 2003b; 2005a; 2005b; 2005¢; 2006b).

Brennan, S. (2004). First Steps — Early Development of Irish as a Primary Language — Focus on
Phonology. Dublin: Comhdhail Naisiinta na Gaeilge and Western Health Board.

Dwane, C. (1998). A Study of the Linguistic and Cognitive Development of Children in Naionrai in Cork
City and County. M. Ed. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Hickey, T. (1990a). ILARSP: A Grammatical Profile of Irish. Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, Volume 4,
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Hickey, T. (1990b). The Acquisition of Irish: A Study of Word Order Development. Journal of Child
Language, Volume 17, pp. 17-41.

Hickey, T. (1990c). Ways of Testing First Language Acquisition. Teanga, Volume 10, pp. 78-93.

Hickey, T. (1991b). Mean Length of Utterance and the Acquisition of Irish. Journal of Child Language,
Volume 18, pp. 553-569.

Hickey, T. (1991c). Leisure Reading in a Second Language: An Experiment with Audio Tapes. Language,
Culture and Curriculum, Volume 4, No. 2, pp. 119-132.

Hickey, T. (1991d). Léamh na Gaeilge: Fadhbanna na bPaisti (Reading Irish: Children’s Problems). Oghma,
Volume 3, pp. 82-92.

Hickey, T. (1992a). Helping Young Readers of Irish. Teangeolas, Volume 29, pp. 11-15.

Hickey, T. (1992b). Teaching Irish Reading: What Can Research Tell Us? (in) Hickey, T. (Ed.). Mdineadh na
Gaeilge sa Bhunscoil: Moltai Praiticiulal Teaching Irish in the Primary School: Practical Approaches. Baile
Atha Cliath: Bord na Gaeilge agus Cumann Léitheoireachta na hEireann/ Reading Association of Ireland,
pp. 1-23.

Hickey, T. (1993a). The Acquisition of Irish as a First Language: What Do We Know? (in) O Baoill, D. (E.).
Insealbhui na Gaeilge mar Chéad Teangal The Acquisition of Irish. Baile Atha Cliath: IRAAL, pp. 1-25.
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The critical importance of Parents and Families
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of the Irish-medium setting to develop Irish
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their children through the medium of Irish. The
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Ghiolla Phadraig (1999). Ni Dhubhlainn (1998)
and O Domhnaill (1997) examined the factors
affecting parental choice to enrol their child in
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Baineann lion beag taighde faoin téama seo leis
an tabhacht ollmhér a bhaineann le
Tuismitheoiri agus Teaghlach i bhforbairt agus
leathnu forbartha teanga leanai sa Ghaeilge.
Rinne Hickey (1998b; 1999a) agus Stiobhairt
(2004c¢) scrudu ar rol rithabhachtach
tuismitheoiri maidir le tacu le hobair an tsuimh
tri mhean na Gaeilge chun liofacht sa Ghaeilge
a fhorbairt. Thairg an Lifestart Foundation
(1994) acmhainn do thuismitheoiri ag togail a
leanai tri mhean na Gaeilge. Rinne Ni Chathail
(2003) agus Nic Ghiolla Phadraig (1999) cur sios
ar thaithi tuismitheoiri a bhain Uséaid as Gaeilge
mar theanga chumarsaide sa bhaile. Scradaigh
Ni Dhubhlainn (1998) agus O Domhnaill (1997)
na fachtéiri a mbionn tionchar acu ar rogha
tuismitheoiri a leanai a chlaru i scoil tri mhean
na Gaeilge (Gaelscoil) né i ngnathscoil.
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Curriculum and Assessment

Curriculum and Assessment for children learning
Irish in the early years, whether as a first or
second language and across a range of settings,
has been researched by a number of
commentators. A specific focus on particular
curricular or philosophical approaches within
early years settings have been produced by Mhic
Ghearailt (2004) and Ni Shuilleabhain O Dulaing
and Ui Ghradaigh (2004). Mhic Mhathuna (2004a)
provides guidance regarding the preparation of
the curriculum in Naionrai, with a specific focus
on language development. The NCCA (2002) has
produced guidelines to inform the teaching of
Irish to pupils with mild general learning
disabilities in the infant classes of primary schools.
The Primary Languages Committee of the NCCA
has informed the development of a number of
publications (NCCA, 2006a; 2006b), which form
part of the data that will lead to the production
of guidelines relating to the teaching of Irish in
the infant classes in all school contexts. Stiobhairt
(2004b) provides guidance on observation within
Irish-medium settings, while Ui Ghradaigh (2004i)
documents strategies to facilitate self-evaluation
in early years settings.
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sonrach ar chuir chuige churaclaim né
fealsunachta airithe laistigh de shuimh na
mblianta luatha ag Mhic Ghearailt (2004) agus
Ni Shuilleabhain O Dulaing agus Ui Ghradaigh
(2004). Tugann Mhic Mhathuna (2004a) treoir
maidir le hullmhud an churaclaim i Naionrai, le
fécas ar leith ar fhorbairt teanga. Thairg an
NCCA (2002) treoirlinte chun cabhru le Gaeilge a
theagasc do dhaltai faoi mhichumas foghlama
gineardlta neamhdhairire i ranganna naionan
bunscoileanna. Chabhraigh Coiste Teangacha
Priomhula an NCCA le forbairt roinnt
foilseachan (NCCA, 2006a; 2006b) atd mar chuid
de na sonrai a Usaidfear chun treoirlinte a
thairgeadh i leith theagasc na Gaeilge sna
ranganna naionan sna comhthéacsanna scoile
uile. Tugann Stiobhairt (2004b) treoir faoi
bhreathnoéireacht laistigh de shuimh tri mhean
na Gaeilge agus déanann Ui Ghradaigh (2004i)
cur sios ar straitéisi chun féin-mheastoéireacht a
éascu i suimh na mblianta luatha.
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Infant Classes of Primary Schools

The teaching and learning of Irish in the Infant
Classes of Primary Schools forms the final sub-
theme under Irish Language Education.
Fitzpatrick (1990) examined the interactions of
bilingual children in junior infant classes, while
Horgan (1995) looked at the linguistic and
cognitive development of junior infant pupils in
Irish-medium primary schools. Reviews of
language achievement and trends in attainment
within primary schools have been documented
by a number of researchers, including Harris ez
al. (2006), Harris and Murtagh (1999), Mac
Aogain (1990) and O Laoire and Harris (2006).
Harris et a/. (1996) and lonad Oideachais Bhaile
Atha Cliath Thiar (1996) have produced and
disseminated resources and guidelines for
teachers to inform their teaching of Irish in
primary schools. Ni Bhaoill and O Duibhir (2004)
reviewed current policy and practice regarding
the introduction of reading in Gaeltacht schools
and Gaelscoileanna.

Is é an fo-théama deireanach faoi Oideachas tri
Ghaeilge é teagasc agus foghlaim na Gaeilge i
Ranganna Naionan Bunscoileanna. Scrudaigh
Fitzpatrick (1990) idirghniomhartha leanai
datheangacha i ranganna na naionan beag,
agus d'fhéach Horgan (1995) ar fhorbairt
theangeolaioch agus chognaioch dhaltai na
naionan beag i nGaelscoileanna. Rinne roinnt
taighdeoiri, Harris et a/. (2006), Harris agus
Murtagh (1999), Mac Aogain (1990) agus O
Laoire agus Harris (2006) ina measc,
athbhreithnithe ar ghnéthachtail teanga agus
treochtai gnéthachtala i mbunscoileanna..
Thairg agus scaip Harris et a/. (1996) agus lonad
Oideachais Bhaile Atha Cliath Thiar (1996)
acmhainni agus treoirlinte do mhuinteoiri chun
cabhru leo Gaeilge a mhuineadh i
mbunscoileanna. Rinne Ni Bhaoill agus O
Duibhir (2004) athbhreithniu ar bheartas agus
cleachtas reatha maidir le tabhairt isteach an
[éimh i scoileanna Ghaeltachta agus i
nGaelscoileanna.
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