
Planning and 

Evaluation

Pleanáil agus

Meastóireacht17

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 189



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

190

17 Planning and Evaluation

This theme is of significant importance within
ECCE settings owing to the crucial nature of
planning to ensure the provision of quality
services. Ongoing evaluation and assessment of
the service provided and the practices engaged
in has a considerable impact on the nature of
ECCE provision. 

Planning and Evaluation is one of the sixteen
national Standards of Síolta and consists of 32
publications in the Second Edition of the Audit
of Research, 1990-2006.

Analyses and critiques of the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) and its use in
the Irish context has formed the basis of a
number of research projects (Clifford, 2005;
Douglas, 2005a; 2006f; Hennessy and Delaney,
1999). Specific guidance on planning and
evaluation within the primary school system has
been produced by a number of individuals and
agencies, including Collins (1997), the DES
(1999e; 2003d; 2003e; 2005f; 2006), Egan (1998),
Leadership Development for Schools (2003), the
NCCA (2004d; 2005b; 2005c) and Ridgway
(2002a). The European Commission (2002) and
Hayes and Claxton (2003) focus on the use of
quality indicators to assess and evaluate the
quality of ECCE services. The development and
implementation of the Centre of Excellence
quality assurance programme has been the
subject of a number of publications and
presentations by Hooper (2005; 2006) and the
NCNA (2000b; 2003c; 2006). An international
perspective on the theme of Planning and
Evaluation has been provided by the European
Commission (2002), the European Commission
Network on Childcare (1996a) and Ridgway
(2002b). Gunning (2003), Kelly (2000), Kilfeather
et al. (2005), Murphy (2006c) and Uí Ghrádaigh
(2004i) suggest strategies to promote planning
and assessment as an integral way of improving
the quality of ECCE services.

Clifford, R. (2005). Structure and Stability of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (in) Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference
Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 12-21.

Collins, B. (1997). A Case Study of the Effects of a Pilot Course on Teacher Attitudes to School Based
Review and Development in an Infant Primary School. M. St. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Department of Education and Science (1999e). School Planning: Developing a School Plan, Guidelines
for Primary Schools. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Pleanáil agus
Meastóireacht

Baineann tábhacht shuntasach leis an téama seo
i suímh COLO mar thoradh ar thábhacht na
pleanála chun a chinntiú go gcuirtear seirbhísí
ar ardchaighdeán ar fáil. Bíonn tionchar mór ag
meastóireacht agus measúnacht leanúnach na
seirbhíse a chuirtear ar fáil agus na gcleachtas a
úsáidtear ar chineál an tsoláthair COLO. 

Tá Pleanáil agus Meastóireacht ar cheann de na
sé Chaighdeán náisiúnta déag de Síolta agus
cuimsíonn sé 32 foilseachán sa Dara hEagrán
den Iniúchadh Taighde, 1990-2006. 

Bhí roinnt tionscadal taighde bunaithe ar
anailísí agus criticí ar an Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) agus a úsáid i
gcomhthéacs na hÉireann (Clifford, 2005;
Douglas, 2005a; 2006f; Hennessy agus Delaney,
1999). Tháirg roinnt daoine agus
gníomhaireachtaí, lena n-áirítear Collins (1997),
an DES (1999e; 2003d; 2003e; 2005f; 2006), Egan
(1998), Forbairt Ceannaireachta do Scoileanna
(2003), an NCCA (2004d; 2005b; 2005c) agus
Ridgway (2002a), treoir shonrach maidir le
pleanáil agus meastóireacht i gcóras na
mbunscoileanna. Díríonn an Coimisiún Eorpach
(2002) agus Hayes agus Claxton (2003) ar úsáid
táscairí cáilíochta chun measúnacht agus
meastóireacht a dhéanamh ar cháilíocht
seirbhísí COLO. Bhain roinnt foilseachán agus
láithreoireachtaí le Hooper (2005; 2006) agus an
NCNA (2000b; 2003c; 2006) le forbairt agus cur i
bhfeidhm chlár deimhnithe cáilíochta an Centre
of Excellence. Thug an European Commission
(2002), the European Commission Network on
Childcare (1996a) agus Ridgway (2002b)
peirspictíocht idirnáisiúnta ar théama na
Pleanála agus na Meastóireachta. Molann
Gunning (2003), Kelly (2000), Kilfeather et al.
(2005), Murphy (2006c) agus Uí Ghrádaigh
(2004i) straitéisí chun pleanáil agus
meastóireacht a chur chun cinn mar bhealach
lárnach chun feabhas a chur ar cháilíocht
seirbhísí COLO.
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17Department of Education and Science (2003d). Looking At Our School – An Aid to Self-evaluation in
Primary Schools. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Department of Education and Science (2003e). Fifty School Reports: What Inspectors Say – Quality of
Educational Provision in Primary Schools. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Department of Education and Science (2005f). An Evaluation of Curriculum Implementation in Primary
Schools – English, Mathematics and Visual Arts. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2006). An Evaluation of Planning in Thirty Primary Schools.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Douglas, F. (2005a). A Critique of ECERS as a Measure of Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care
(in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 183-195.

Douglas, F. (2006f). A Critique of ECERS as a Measure of Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care
(in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork:
Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 112-126.

Dunphy, E. (2006b). The Challenge of Assessing to Support Learning (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 16-31.

Egan, E. (1998). An Analysis of Key Issues in Planning a Strategy for the Implementation of the Revised
Primary Curriculum. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin. 

European Commission (2002). European Report on Quality Indicators of Lifelong Learning – Fifteen
Quality Indicators. Brussels: European Commission.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996a). Quality Targets in Services for Young Children.
Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile
Employment and Family Responsibilities.

Gunning, I. (2003). Learning Stories as an Assessment Tool. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference, Cork.

Hayes, N. and Claxton, J. (2003). New Process Quality Indicators from the IEA Preprimary Project
Observation Systems (in) Weikart, D., Olmsted, P. and Montie, J. (Eds.) with Hayes, N. and Ojala, M.
(2003). A World of Preschool Experience: Observations in 15 Countries. Michigan: High/Scope Press, pp.
227-240.

Hennessy, E. and Delaney, P. (1999). Using the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale in Ireland: Do
Parents and Service Providers Share its Values? Early Years: An International Journal of Research and
Development, Volume 19, No. 2, pp. 12-25.

Hooper, A. (2005). The National Children’s Nurseries Association Centre of Excellence Programme: A Tool
for Defining and Assessing Quality in the Irish Childcare System (in) Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (Ed.). (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin:
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 112-120.

Hooper, A. (2006). A Tool for Defining and Assessing Quality in the Irish Childcare System. Paper
presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early
Years, University College Cork, April 2006.

Kelly, M. (2000). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual – A Personal Resource Manual for Child Care
Providers. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Kilfeather, P., O’Leary, M. and Varley, J. (2005). Hands-on Science – Tasks to Support Assessment for
Learning and Teaching. Dublin: St. Patrick’s College.
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17 Leadership Development for Schools (2003). Leadership Development for Schools – Evaluation of the
Misneach Programme. Clare: Clare Education Centre.

Murphy, V. (2006c). How to Assess and Improve your Work Practice. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2000b). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual. Dublin:
National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003c). Centre of Excellence – Self Evaluation Profile. Dublin:
National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2006). All Ireland Centre of Excellence Award – Self Evaluation
Profile. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2004d). Assessment in Primary Schools – Draft. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005b). Primary Curriculum Review Phase 1: Final
Report. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2005c). Primary Curriculum Review Phase 1: Summary
of Findings and Recommendations. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

Ridgway, A. (2002a). Towards the Integration of Teaching, Learning and Assessment: A Study of Junior
Classes in Selected Cork City Schools. Ph.D Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Ridgway, A. (2002b). Role of Assessment as an Integral Part of the Teaching/ Learning Continuum: Some
Experiences from the U.S. and Italy (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st
Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork:
OMEP (Ireland), pp. 215-233.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (2004i). Féinmheastóireacht (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh: Tacábhar
Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 115-118.

Walsh, M. (2003). School Development Planning and Montessori Education in Ireland: An Investigative
Study. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 192




