


Research

Research is a generic category that covers a
range of publications relating to research
methods, focusing in particular on researching
with children. This has become a major area of
growth in recent years as it is now more
generally accepted that children should be
consulted and should have a say in matters that
affect them.

The theme of Research contains 47 publications
in the period 1990 to 2006. Following a process
of thematic analysis, the following sub-themes
emerged:

e Research Methodologies [15]
* Researching with Children [17]
e Research Resources [15]

Research Methodologies

The first sub-theme of Research Methodologies
is comprised of a number of publications that
describe and enumerate a myriad of methods
used in research within the early years. The
methodology employed by the National
Children’s Office in developing the Child Well-
being indicators is documented by Brooks and
Hanafin (2005a) and Hanafin and Brooks (2005a;
2005b). Joyce and Leyden (2005) and Mahony
and Hayes (2006¢) also provide insights in
relation to conducting research in support of
quality in early years settings. Exploring
Children’s Lives — A Handbook of Early
Childhood Research (Murphy, 2006a) contains a
large number of practical articles that assist
students or researchers to conduct research
relating to ECCE (Daly, 2006a; Douglas, 2006€;
Murphy, 2006b; 2006d; 2006e; 2006f; 20069).

Is catagdir ghinearalta i Taighde a chuimsionn
raon foilseachan a bhaineann le modhanna
taighde, ag dirid go hairithe ar thaighde a
dhéanambh le leanai. T4 borradh mér tagtha ar
thaighde da leithéid le blianta beaga anuas,
mar anois glactar go forleathan gur choir dul i
gcomhairle le leanai agus gur chéir go mbeidis
in ann a dtuairimi a thabhairt faoi abhair a
théann i gcion orthu.

Cuimsionn an téama Taighde 47 foilseachan don
tréimhse 6 1990 go 2006. | ndiaidh anailise
téamai, thainig na fo-théamai seo a leanas chun
cinn:

Modheolaiochtai Taighde [15]
Taighde a Dhéanamh le Leanai [17]
Acmhainni Taighde [15]

Cuimsionn an chéad fho-théama de
Mhodheolaiochtai Taighde roinnt foilseachan a
dhéanann cur sios agus a liostaionn go leor
modhanna a Usdidtear i dtaighde laistigh de na
blianta luatha. Déanann Brooks agus Hanafin
(2005a) agus Hanafin agus Brooks (2005a;
2005b) cur sios ar an modheolaiocht a d'usaid
an Oifig Naisiunta Leanai chun na tascairi Dea-
Bhraistinte Leanai a fhorbairt. Tugann Joyce
agus Leyden (2005) agus Mahony agus Hayes
(2006¢) léargais faoi thaighde a dhéanamh chun
tacu le cailiocht i suimh na mblianta luatha.
Cuimsionn Exploring Children’s Lives — A
Handbook of Early Childhood Research (Murphy,
2006a) lion mér alt praiticiuil a chabhraionn le
mic léinn n6 taighdeoiri taighde a dhéanamh i
leith COLO (Daly, 2006a; Douglas, 2006€;
Murphy, 2006b; 2006d; 2006e; 2006f; 20069).
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Researching with Children

Researching with Children has become
increasingly prevalent in Ireland and a number
of publications consider matters such as research
methodologies and ethical research strategies
when engaging with young children. A range of
methods are documented by researchers to
engage children in research in order to ensure
their voice is heard (Dunphy, 2004; 2005a; Glynn,
2001; Greene and Hill, 2005; Greene and Hogan,
2005; Hennessy and Heary, 2005; Hogan, 1998;
2005; Hogan et a/, 1999; Lalor, 1998; Tudge and
Hogan, 2005; Veale, 2005). Fingleton (1998) and
Maunswell (1998) have reported the results of
research with children on a variety of issues.
Researchers have also focused on ethical issues
that must be considered and addressed when

Ta i bhfad nios moé Taighde & dhéanamh le
Leanai in Eirinn anois, agus measann roinnt
foilseachan rudai cosuil le modheolaiochtai
taighde agus straitéisi taighde eiticitla nuair
atathar ag déileail le leanai 6ga. Déanann
taighdeoiri cur sios ar raon modhanna chun
cabhair leanai a fhail sa taighde chun a chinntiu
go n-éistear lena gcuid tuairimi (Dunphy, 2004;
2005a; Glynn, 2001; Greene agus Hill, 2005;
Greene agus Hogan, 2005; Hennessy agus Heary,
2005; Hogan, 1998; 2005; Hogan et a/,, 1999;
Lalor, 1998; Tudge agus Hogan, 2005; Veale,
2005). Rinne Fingleton (1998) agus Maunswell
(1998) tuairisc faoi thorthai taighde le leanai ar
shaincheisteanna éagsula. Dhirigh taighdeoiri,
lena n-airitear Dunphy (2004; 2005a) agus
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consulting young children, including Dunphy Whyte (2003; 2005a; 2005b), ar cheisteanna

(2004; 2005a) and Whyte (2003; 2005a; 2005b). eiticitla ar choir iad a mheas agus a chur san
aireamh nuair atathar ag dul i gcomhairle le
leanai 6ga.
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Research Resources

A range of publications also serve as Research
Resources for the ECCE sector. The initial Audit
of Research (CECDE, 2003a), and its
accompanying online searchable database,
allows all those with an interest in research to
locate existing Irish research in their area of
interest. It was also instrumental in informing
the CECDE Research Strategy (CECDE, 2003b).
The DES (2002e) has collated research projects
supported directly by the Department between
1994 and 2000. Overviews of research in
particular areas within the sector have been
documented by researchers such as Hayes
(1998), Hennessy and Hogan (2000) and Watson
(1996). Organisations such as the Combat
Poverty Agency (Murphy-Lawless, 1990), the
National Disability Authority (2002a) and An
Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaiochta (O’Connor, 2002; 2004) have
produced publications collecting the research
produced in their respective areas of interest.

Ta raon foilseachan mar Acmhainni Taighde don
earndil COLO. Cuireann an chéad Initchadh
Taighde (CECDE, 2003a) agus an bunachar sonrai
ar line inchuardaithe a cuireadh ar fail leis, ar
chumas daoine le suim sa taighde teacht ar
thaighde Eireannach a rinneadh cheana ar a
réimse spéise. Chabhraigh sé freisin le Straitéis
Taighde an CECDE a threoru (CECDE, 2003b).
Chomhordaigh an DES (2002e) tionscadail
taighde ar thug an Roinn tacaiocht direach
déibh idir 1994 agus 2000. Thug taighdeoiri
cosuil le Hayes (1998), Hennessy agus Hogan
(2000) agus Watson (1996) forbhreathnu ar
thaighde ar réimsi sonracha laistigh den earnail.
D’fhoilsigh eagraiochtai cosuil leis an Combat
Poverty Agency (Murphy-Lawless, 1990), an
tUdaras Naisiunta Michumais (2002a) agus an
Chombhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaiochta (O'Connor, 2002; 2004)
foilseachain a bhailigh an taighde tairgthe ina
réimse spéise faoi seach.
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