CHAPTER 8- CURRICULUM AND METHODOLOGY
CaiBIDIL 8 - CURACLAM AGUS MODHEOLAIOCHT

The National Forum Report on Early Childhood
Education held in 1998 defined curriculum as;

"...the creation of a flexible, informal, planned
learning environment where young children are
actively, safely and happily involved in a range of
formative and learning experiences and where the
role of the adult is that of supporting, guiding and
mediating the environment" (Coolahan, 1998: 47).

There is no overarching curriculum in operation in the
early years sector for children aged birth to 6. We
understand curriculum to be a framework or approach
to education and care in the early years, not
exclusively a prescriptive or formal approach. Play is
an integral part of such a curriculum and
methodology to facilitate learning and development in
the early years. Various service providers and

umbrella organisations have employed particular
approaches for use within early years settings under
their remit, including High/Scope, Montessori and
Steiner. The Early Start curriculum (In-career
Development Team, 1998) has been developed for
use within Early Start settings. The Primary School
Curriculum (DES, 1999b) caters for the majority of
children in the 4 to 6 year old category in the formal
system.

The Department of Education and Science provides a
number of interventions for children affected by
educational disadvantage. The Rutland Street Project
was initiated in 1969 in a deprived area of Dublin
inner city. The aim of the intervention programme is to
ease the transition from home to formal schooling. A
curriculum was developed for the project, specifically
for the context of early intervention and there is great
emphasis placed on parental involvement and
support. The curriculum focuses on cognitive and
linguistic development while there is also a particular
emphasis on social and emotional development.

The Early Start pilot programme aims to tackle
educational disadvantage by targeting children in the
year preceding entry to the primary school. It builds
on the experience of the Rutland Street Project and
follows the curriculum devised by the In-career
Development Team (1998). This places an emphasis
on cognitive, linguistic, personal and social
development while there is a commitment to
promoting active parental involvement. Although the
Department of Education and Science largely fund the
Traveller Preschools, it does not prescribe a
curriculum for these settings.

The infant classes in the formal education system
follow the Primary School Curriculum (DES, 1999b).
This curriculum builds on the 1971 Primary School
Curriculum and was devised following a wide
consultative process. It contains information on the

Rinne an National Forum Report on Early Childhood
Education, a reachtaladh i 1998, an sainmhinit seo a
leanas ar churaclam:

"...the creation of a flexible, informal, planned
learning environment where young children are
actively, safely and happily involved in a range of
formative and learning experiences and where the
role of the adult is that of supporting, guiding and
mediating the environment" (Coolahan, 1998: 47).

Nil aon churaclam forghabhalach i bhfeidhm in
earnail na mblianta luatha i gcas leanai 6 aois breithe
go 6. Tuigimid le curaclam gur creat n6 cur chuige le
haghaidh oideachais agus curaim sna blianta luatha
ata ann, ni cur chuige saintreorach né foirmiuil ata
ann. Ta an spraoi ina larchuid den churaclam agus
den mhodheolaiocht sin chun an fhoghlaim agus an
fhorbairt a éascu sna blianta luatha. Bhain solathraithe
agus eagraiochtai forghabhalacha airithe Usaid as cuir
chuige shonracha le hisaid i dtimpeallachtai blianta
luatha até faoina gcoimirce, lena n-airitear
High/Scope, Montessori agus Steiner. Forbraiodh an
curaclam Early Start (In-career Development Team,
1998) le huséid i dtimpeallachtai Early Start.
Freastalaionn Curaclam na Bunscoile (DES, 1999b) ar
fhormhor na leanai atd sa chatagdir aoise 4 go 6 sa
chdras foirmiuil.

Solathraionn an Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaiochta
roinnt idirghabhalacha do leanai a fhulaingionn
mibhuntaiste oideachasuil. Cuireadh tds leis an
Rutland Street Project i 1969 i gceantar diothach i lar
chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath. Is é aidhm an chlair
idirghabhdla na an t-aistrii 6n mbaile go dti an
scolaiocht thoirmiuil a éascu. Forbraiodh an curaclam
don tionscadal, go sonrach do chomhthéacs na
hidirghabhala luaithe agus leagtar béim mhor ar
rannphairtiocht agus tacaiocht tuismitheoiri. Dirionn
an curaclam ar fhorbairt chognaioch agus
theangeolaioch cé go ndiritear freisin ar an bhforbairt
shadisialta agus mhothichanach.

Dirionn an cléar piolota Early Start ar dhul i ngleic le
mibhuntaiste oideachasuil tri dhiriG ar leanai sa
bhliain roimh ddibh dul isteach sa bhunscoil. Tégann
sé ar eispeireas an Rutland Street Project agus leanann
sé an curaclam a chuir an In-career Development
Team (1998) le chéile. Leagann sé sin béim ar an
bhforbairt chognaioch, theangeolaioch, phearsanta
agus shaisialta agus tathar tiomanta do
rannphéirtiocht ghniomhach tuismitheoiri a chothu.
Cé gurb i an Roinn Qideachais agus Eolaiochta den
chuid is mé a mhaoinionn Réamhscoileanna na
dTaistealaithe, ni mholann si curaclam ar leith do na
suimh sin.

Leanann ranganna na naionan sa chéras foirmiail
oideachais Curaclam na Bunscoile (DES, 1999b).
Tégann an curaclam sin ar Churaclam na Bunscoile,
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content and methodologies followed in the infant
classes. These classes comprise a large percentage of
the 4-6-age cohort as approximately 50% of all 4 year
olds; virtually all 5 year olds and all 6 year olds are
attending infant classes (DES, Forthcoming)®. This
curriculum is designed to be delivered by trained
primary teachers who are in the process of receiving
in-career development on all aspects of the Primary
Curriculum 1999.

The Primary School Curriculum (DES, 1999b)
espouses the uniqueness of each child and the
curriculum is designed to nurture all aspects of the
child’s development. Although the curriculum is
structured and elaborate, it affords the flexibility to be
adapted and actively involves the child as an agent in
his/her own learning. This allows the child to engage
in a wide range of learning experiences and to
encourage children to respond to teaching
methodologies and content. A fundamental principle
of this is to start from and build on the existing
knowledge of the child to enable him or her to;

"...move from the known to the unknown, from the
simple to the more complex, from the concrete to the
abstract..." (DES, 1999b: 14 - Introduction).

While great strides have been made in tailoring the
Primary School Curriculum to the needs of young
children, there are a number of concerns regarding its
implementation. Coolahan (1998), prior to the
introduction of the Revised Curriculum (DES, 1999b),
and the White Paper on early Childhood Education,
Ready to Learn (DES, 1999a) expressed concern
regarding early childhood care and education in the
formal system. These reports cited problems such as
the physical environment, equipment and resources,
methodologies and teacher training and qualifications;

"The methodologies and skills required for an early
childhood education specialist differ from those
required in formal primary education “(DES, 1999a:
31).

Both of these reports call for reform and renewal
within the colleges of education regarding early
childhood care and education to ensure that teachers
are abreast of the most recent research and
developments in relation to child development and
the education of young children. They also expressed
their concern regarding the academic orientation of
the infant classes and the direct instruction
methodology in use. Recent developments regarding
enhanced resources and reduced pupil-teacher ratios
in the infant classes have been designed to address
some of these concerns.

As is evident, there is a broad spectrum in service
provision. This diversity has positively benefitted the
early childhood care and education sector by
developing a range of expertise in different
approaches and in offering choice of provision for

1971, agus cuireadh le chéile é tar éis préisis leathain
chomhchomhairle. San aireamh ann ta faisnéis faoin
inneachar agus faoi na modheolaiochtai a leanann
ranganna na naionan. Airitear ar na rangana sin
céataddn mor den chohort aoise 4-6 de bhri go bhfuil
thart ar 50% de gach leanbh 4 bliana d’aois; formhér
gach leanbh 5 bliana d’aois agus gach leanbh 6
bliana d’aois ag freastal ar ranganna naionan (DES, Le
foilsit)6. T4 an curaclam sin deartha le seachadadh ag
muinteoiri oilte bunscoile ata ag fail forbartha
inghairme faoi gach gné de Churaclam na Bunscoile
1999.

Maionn Curaclam na Bunscoile (DES, 1999b)
uathalacht gach linbh agus ta an curaclam deartha
chun gach gné d’fhorbairt an linbh a chothud. Cé go
bhfuil an curaclam struchtdrtha agus ilchasta, t4 sé
solubtha sa chaoi is gur féidir é a oiriiinu agus
déanann sé an leanbh gniomhach ina c(h)uid
foghlama féin. Tugann sé sin deis don leanbh tabhairt
faoi réimse leathan eispéireas foghlama agus
spreagann sé leanai freagairt do mhodheolaiocht agus
d’inneachar teagaisc. Bunphrionsabal de sin is ea tosu
le heolas reatha an linbh agus t6gail air sin le cur ar a
c(h)umas:

"...move from the known to the unknown, from the
simple to the more complex, from the concrete to the
abstract..." (DES, 1999b: 14 — Réamhrd).

Cé go ndearnadh go leor oibre maidir le Curaclam na
Bunscoile a chur in oiritiint do riachtanais leanai 6ga,
ta roinnt imni ann faoi chur-i-ngniomh an churaclaim.
Léirigh Coolahan (1998), roimh thabhairt isteach an
Churaclaim Athbhreithnithe (DES, 1999b), agus an
Paipéar Ban faoi Oideachas Lauthdige, Ready to Learn
(DES, 1999a) imni faoi chdram agus oideachas Luath-
Oige sa chéras foirmiuil. Luaigh na tuarascéalacha sin
fadhbanna cosdil leis an timpeallacht fhisiceach,
trealamh agus acmhainni, modheolaiocht agus oilitint
agus cailiochtai muinteoirt;

"The methodologies and skills required for an early
childhood education specialist differ from those
required in formal primary education” (DES, 1999a:
31).

Eilionn an da thuarascéil sin athchoirit agus
athnuachan laistigh de na colaisti oideachais maidir le
caram agus oideachas Luath-Oige le cinntit go
mbionn muinteoiri cothrom le data faoin taighde agus
faoi na forbairti is déanai a bhaineann le forbairt
leanai agus le hoideachas leanai 6ga. Léirigh siad
imni freisin faoi threochlaonadh acaduil ranganna
naionan agus faoin modheolaiocht dhireach teagaisc
a Usaidtear. T4 forbairti a rinneadh le déanai maidir le
hacmhainni feabhsaithe agus cGimheasa laghdaithe
daltai-muinteoiri i ranganna naionan deartha chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar roinnt den imni sin.

Faoi mar is léir, ta speictream leathan ann maidir le
solathar seirbhise. T4 an éagsulacht sin tar éis dul
chun sochair don earndil cdraim agus oideachais

6 Department of Education and Science (Forthcoming). Eurydice Dossier . Unpublished Overview of Education System.
Dublin: Department of Education and Science International Section.



families. This diversity in service provision should be
recognised and supported. It is imperative that a
curriculum is dynamic and flexible to meet the
changing developmental needs of children in this age
cohort (DES, 1999a).

However, the absence of a curricular framework for
the early years has contributed to the fact that early
childhood care and education services are of variable
quality. Evaluation of the educational content of
services is difficult to implement for parents, providers
and regulatory authorities, in the absence of
recommended curricula and methodologies.

The aims of establishing curriculum standards are to
ensure that early childhood care and education is
structured, developmental, of high quality and creates
in young children an appetite for further education
(DES, 1999a). To this end, the White Paper proposes
curricular guidelines as opposed to prescribing a
particular curriculum so that individual providers can
design their own curriculum within the parameters of
the guidelines;

"Thus, curricular guidelines, rather than prescribing
specific curricular details, will outline the broad
principles with which curricula should comply.
Individual providers will have discretion to design and
modify their particular curriculum within these
guidelines.” (DES, 1999a: 56)

The guidelines must take cognisance of the wide
range of learning experiences and contexts in the
holistic development of the child, including the
cognitive, physical, emotional, sensory, linguistic,
moral and social aspects. A curriculum must be
accompanied by apposite methodologies if it is to be
implemented to its maximum potential (DES, 1999a).
The rate of development and the pace of learning in
these years are unparalleled by any other time in the
child’s life. A curriculum must therefore meet the
rapidly changing learning and developmental needs in
this period.

In addition to these guidelines, the White Paper
proposes the drafting of a more detailed "Specimen
Curriculum™ for parents or providers who may have
difficulty following or adapting the curriculum
guidelines or devising their own curriculum. At
present, the National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment are in the process of designing curricular
guidelines for use in the diverse range of early
childhood settings catering for children aged 0-6 years
of age.

The transition from the early years setting to the
formal school setting is significant. It is imperative to
create a learning continuum to effect this smooth
transition and minimise any disruption between the
two learning contexts;

"There is need for a continuing process whereby the
child’s experience in the infant classes interacts with
the developmental experience of home and family."

Luath-Oige tri réimse saineolais a fhorbairt i gcuir
chuige éagsula agus tri rogha solathair a thabhairt do
theaghlaigh. Ba chéir an éagsulacht sin i solathar
seirbhisi a aithint agus ba chaoir tacaiocht a thabhairt
di. T4 sé rithabhachtach go mbionn curaclam
dinimiciuil agus soltbtha chun freastal ar riachtanais
athraitheacha forbartha leanai sa chohért aoise sin
(DES, 1999a).

De bhri, afach, nach ann do chreat curaclaim do na
blianta luatha baineann caighdeain éagsula leis na
seirbhisi oideachais agus caraim Luath-Oige. T4 sé
deacair ar thuismitheoiri, ar sholathraithe agus ar
Udarais rialachain meastdireacht ar sheirbhisi
inneachair oideachais a chur-i-ngniomh in éagmais
curaclam agus modheolaiocht mholta.

Is iad na haidhmeanna a bhaineann le caighdeain
churaclaim a bhunt né a chinntid go mbionn caram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige struchtlrtha, forbartha,
agus ar ardchaighdeéan agus go gcothaionn siad fonn i
measc leanai 6ga tabhairt faoi bhreisoideachais (DES,
1999a). Chuige sin, molann an Paipéar Ban
treoirlinte curaclaim seachas curaclam sonrach a
fhorordu sa chaoi is gur féidir le solathraithe aonair a
gcuraclam féin a dhearadh laistigh de pharaiméadair
na dtreoirlinte;

"Thus, curricular guidelines, rather than prescribing
specific curricular details, will outline the broad
principles with which curricula should comply.
Individual providers will have discretion to design and
modify their particular curriculum within these
guidelines." (DES, 1999a: 56)

Ni mér do na treoirlinte féachaint don réimse leathan
eispéireas agus comhthéacsanna i bhforbairt
iomlanaioch an linbh, lena n-airitear gnéithe
cognaiocha, fisiceacha, mothlichanacha, céadfacha,
teangeolaiocha, moralta agus séisialta. Ni mér go
mbeadh modheolaiocht oiritnach mar chuid de
churaclam ma tathar lena chur i bhfeidhm chun a
phoitéinseal is fearr a bhaint amach (DES, 1999a). Ni
tharlaionn an rata céanna forbartha agus foghlama ag
aois ar bith eile i saol an linbh agus a tharlaionn sna
blianta luatha. Ni mér don churaclam, da bhri sin,
freastal ar na riachtanais forbartha agus foghlama a
bhionn ag athra go tapa sa tréimhse sin.

| dteannta na dteoirlinte sin, molann an Paipéar Ban
Specimen Curriculum nios mionsonraithe a chur le
chéile do thuismitheoiri né do sholathraithe a mbeadh
deacrachtai acu na treoirlinte curaclaim a leanudint né
a oiridnd no a geuraclam féin a chur le chéile. Faoi
lathair, t& an NCCA i mbun treoirlinte curaclaim a
dhearadh le husaid sa réimse éagsuil timpeallachtai
Luath-Oige a fhreastalaionn ar leanai idir 0-6 bliana
d’aois.

T4 an t-aistrid 6 thimpeallacht na mblianta luatha go
dti an timpeallacht thoirmitil scoile suntasach. Ta sé
rithabhachtach leanuntas foghlama a chrutht chun an
t-aistrid gan tuisle sin a dhéanamh agus chun aon
chur isteach ar an da chomhthéacs foghlama a
ioslaghdu;
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(DES, 1999b: 30 - Introduction).

An appropriate curriculum for children with special or
additional needs is particularly important. This
grouping is diverse so a responsive, flexible and
dynamic curriculum is essential to meet the range of
needs. The NCCA (2002) has produced a series of
curriculum guidelines for teachers of children with
mild, moderate and profound disabilities.

Following thematic analysis, the following categories
emerged:

8.1  Assessment

8.2  Curriculum Development
8.3  Curriculum Implementation
8.4  Curriculum Philosophies
8.5 Government Publications
8.6 International Perspectives
8.7  Methodologies

These categories are further analysed under the
following sub-categories:

« Description/Analysis
o Guidelines

o Evaluation

« Policy

"There is need for a continuing process whereby the
child’s experience in the infant classes interacts with
the developmental experience of home and family."
(DES, 1999b: 30).

Ta curaclam oiridnach do leanai ag a bhfuil
riachtanas speisialta n6 breise thar a bheith
tdbhachtach. T4 an ghrapail sin éagsuil agus da bhri
sin éilitear curaclam freagrach, solibtha agus
dinimicidil chun freastal ar an réimse riachtanas. Ta
sraith treoirlinte curaclaim do mhuinteoiri leanai ata
faoi mhichumais éatroma, mheanacha agus throma
curtha le chéile ag an NCCA (2002).

Tar éis anailis théamach a dhéanamh, thainig na
catagoiri seo a leanas chun cinn:

8.1 Meastdireacht

8.2  Forbairt Curaclaim

8.3  Cur-i-nGniomh Curaclaim
8.4  Fealsuinachtai Curaclaim
8.5  Foilseachain Rialtais

8.6  Peirspictiochtai Idirnaisiunta
8.7 Modheolaiocht

Déantar iad sin a anailisiu faoi na fochatagoiri a
luadh roimhe seo:

o Tuairiscitil/Anailisitil
« Meastéireacht

o Treoirlinte

o Beartas

8.1  ASSESSMENT

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and
learning cycle (Ridgeway, 2003). In the absence of
statutory guidelines, it has been difficult to assess the
educational components of early years settings.
Donohoe (2003) and Gunning (2003) have examined
different assessment tools for use in early years
settings.

8.1.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

8.1  MEASTOIREACHT

Is cuid larnach den timthriall foghlama agus teagaisc i
an mheastoireacht (Ridgeway, 2003). In éagmais
treoirlinte reachtula, ta sé deacair meastdireacht a
dhéanamh ar chomhchodanna oideachasula na
dtimpeallachtai luathbhlianta. T4 scradu déanta ag
Donohoe (2003) agus Gunning (2003) ar uirlisi
éagsula meastoireachta le hisaid i dtimpeallachtai
luathbhlianta.

Ridgeway, A. (2002). "Role of Assessment as an Integral Part of the Teaching/Learning Continuum: Some
Experiences from the U.S. and Italy." pp. 215-233. (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for
the 21st Century — Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference.

Donohoe, P. (2003). Gauging the Student’s Preferred Learning Modality as a Foundation for Future Learning.

Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Conference, Cork.

Gunning, I. (2003). Learning Stories as an Assessment Tool. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Conference,

Cork.



8.2 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

There has been a large amount of work completed by
various organisations and institutions in recent years
in developing a curriculum for the early years. Hayes
(1999b) focuses on the importance of collaboration
and consultation in curriculum development with all
stakeholders. Project E.Y.E. has produced of a number
of booklets outlining the different aspects of
development in the early years (Douglas, Horgan and
O’Brien, 2000). The NCCA (2002) have devised a
number of draft curriculum guidelines for the
education of children with mild, moderate and severe
learning disabilities within the formal system.

8.2.1  Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

8.2 FORBAIRT CURACLAIM

Thug eagraiochtai agus forais éagsula an-chuid oibre
chun criche le blianta beaga anuas maidir le curaclam
a fhorbairt do na luathbhlianta. Dirionn Hayes
(1999b) ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le comhoibrit
agus comhchomhairle le gach lucht leasa maidir le
forbairt curaclaim. Faoi thionscadal E.Y.E. cuireadh
roinnt leabhran le chéile a thugann cuntas ar ghnéithe
éagsula na forbartha sna luathbhlianta (Douglas,
Horgan and O’Brien, 2000). Ta roinnt dréacht-
treoirlinte curaclaim curtha le chéile ag an NCCA
(2002) maidir le hoideachas a chur ar leanai ata faoi
mhichumais éatroma, mheéanacha agus throma laistigh
den chéras foirmidil.

Hayes, N. (1999b). Partnership in Curriculum Development. Paper presented at the Enhancing Quality in the
Early Years International Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education, Dublin.

Donnelly, P. (2003). Wondering, the World and the Universe: Philosophy in the Early Years Classroom.
Inaugural Eriugena Lecture, St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.

Morgan, M. (2003). 'Too much knowledge ...Too much Fear.’ (in) Dunne, J. and Kelly, J. (Eds.) (2003).
Childhood and its Discontents — The First Seamus Heaney Lectures. Dublin: Liffey Press.

8.2.2  Evaluation / Measto6ireacht:

Douglas, F. and Sammon, M. (2000). The Evaluation of the Moyross Intervention Education Pilot Project —
Evaluation of Curriculum Change. Limerick: Curriculum Development Unit, Mary Immaculate College.

8.2.3 Guidelines / Treoirlinte:

Douglas, F., Horgan, M and O’Brien, C. (Eds.) (2000). Project E.Y.E. An Irish Curriculum for the Three to Four-

Year-Old Child. Cork: University College Cork.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities - Drama. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities — English: Communication and Language. Dublin: National Council

for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities — Gaeilge: Teanga agus Cultar. Dublin: National Council for

Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities - Mathematics. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and

Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities - Music. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities — Physical Education. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and

Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities — Social, Personal, Health Education. Dublin: National Council for

Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
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with Mild General Learning Disabilities — Social, Environmental, Scientific Education. Dublin: National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Mild General Learning Disabilities — Visual Arts. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Moderate General Learning Disabilities. Volume 1: Teacher Guidelines. Dublin: National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Moderate General Learning Disabilities. Volume 2: Communication and Language, Mathematics, SESE.
Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Moderate General Learning Disabilities. Volume 3: Arts Education, Physical Education and SPHE. Dublin:
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Severe and Profound General Learning Disabilities. Volume 1: Teacher Guidelines. Dublin: National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Severe and Profound General Learning Disabilities. Volume 2: Communication and Language,
Mathematics, SESE. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2002). Draft Curriculum Guidelines for Teachers of Students
with Severe and Profound General Learning Disabilities. Volume 3: Arts Education, Physical Education and
SPHE. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

8.2.4 Policy / Beartas:

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (1999). Special Educational Needs — Curricular Needs:
Discussion Paper. Dublin: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2000a). Early Years Learning. Proceedings of Early Childhood
Conference. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

8.3 CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION 8.3 CUR-I-NGNIOMH CURACLAIM

A number of commentators have considered the Ta roinnt trachtairi tar éis féachaint ar chur-i-ngniomh
question of curriculum implementation in early years curaclaim i dtimpeallachtai luathbhlianta. Dhirigh
settings. Kelleher (1991) focused on the treatment of Kelleher (1991) ar an gcaoi ar dhéileail Curaclam na
infant education in the 1971 Primary School Bunscoile 1971 le hoideachas naionan. Rinne
Curriculum. Horgan, M., (1995c) analysed the Horgan, M. (1995c) anailis ar na deacrachtai idir
differences between planning and practice regarding pleandil agus cleachtas maidir leis an gcuraclam sna
the curriculum in junior infants. King (2000; 2002) naionain bheaga. Scrudaigh King (2000; 2003) cur-i-
examined the implementation of the mathematics ngniomh an churaclaim matamaitice i dtimpeallachtai

curriculum in early years settings. The implementation  luathbhlianta. Rinne roinnt taighdeoiri, lena n-airitear
of early literacy programmes has been analysed by a Loughrey (2001); Boyne (2002); McCormack (2002);
number of researchers, including Loughrey (2001); Mehigan (2002) agus Murphy, B. (2002a) anailis ar
Boyne (2002); McCormack (2002); Mehigan (2002) chur-i-ngniomh clar luathlitearthachta.

and Murphy, B. (2002a).

8.3.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:
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8.3.3 Policy / Beartas:

Swan, D. (1990). Play, Practicality and Policy in Irish Education. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 9, No. 1,
pp. 278-288.

8.4 CURRICULUM PHILOSOPHIES 8.4  FEALSUNACHTAI CURACLAIM

The philosophies underpinning certain curricula have  Scrudaiodh freisin na fealsinachtai ata taobh thiar de

also been examined. Waldron (1992) examines the
influence of Freire on child education. Horgan (2002)
traces the evolution of curriculum in recent years and
its effect on the participation of the child in his/her
own learning. Conway (2003) examines the impact of
the Sesame Street programme on children’s learning.

8.4.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisivil:

churaclaim airithe. Scradaionn Waldron (1992)
tionchar Freire ar oideachas leanai. Féachann Horgan
(2002) ar thoras curaclaim le blianta beaga anuas
agus an tionchar a imrionn sé sin ar rannphairtiocht
an linbh ina c(h)uid foghlama féin. Féachann Conway
ar thionchar chlar Sesame Street ar fhoghlaim leanai.

Waldron, F. (1992). Child Education and Liberating Pedagogy: An Exploration of the Relevance of Freirean
Pedagogy to Child Education. M.A. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.
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(in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century — Research, Reflection, Renewal:

Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference.
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presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Conference, Cork.
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(Ireland) Conference, Cork.



8.5 GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

In the absence of a curricular framework for early
years learning, the government has produced certain
reports and policy documents that impact on early
years curricula. Coolahan (1994; 1998) provides an
overview of the opinions and concerns of
stakeholders in education regarding curriculum
development and implementation. The White Paper
on Early Childhood Education (DES, 1999a) outlines
the strengths and weaknesses of the current system
and advocates a more co-ordinated approach to
curriculum development. The Education Act (DES,
1998b) endows the National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment with responsibility for all aspects of
curriculum development, including that in the early
years. The Primary School Curriculum (DES, 1999b)
caters for children aged 4-6 who are attending the
formal education system.

8.5.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

8.5  FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS

In éagmais creata curaclaim d’fhoglaim luathbhlianta,
ta roinnt tuarascalacha agus caipéisi beartais foilsithe
ag an rialtas a imrionn tionchar ar churaclaim
luathbhlianta. Tugann Coolahan (1994; 1998)
forléargas ar dhearcai agus imni lucht leasa an
oideachais maidir le forbairt agus cur-i-ngniomh
curaclaim. Tugann an Paipéar Ban faoi Oideachas
Luath-Oige cuntas ar laidreachtai agus ar laigi an
chorais reatha agus éilionn sé cur chuige nios
comhordaithe maidir le forbairt curaclaim. Tugann an
tAcht Oideachais (DES, 1998b) an fhreagracht don
NCCA as gach gné d’fhorbairt curaclaim, lena n-
airitear curaclam luathbhlianta. Freastalaionn
Curaclam na Bunscoile (DES, 1999b) ar leanai idir
aoiseanna 4-6 ata ag freastal ar an gcéras foirmiuil
oideachais.

Coolahan, . (Ed.) (1994). Report of the National Education Convention Secretariat. Dublin: National Education

Convention Secretariat.
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Office.
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8.6  INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES

Relatively few commentators have carried out
comparisons of curriculum development and
implementation in the early years between Ireland
and other jurisdictions. Horgan and Douglas (1995a)
examined Irish and German curriculum provision and
implementation. The role of assessment in the USA
and ltaly in the early years is examined by Ridgeway
(2003).

8.6.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisidil:

8.6  PEIRSPICTIOCHTAI IDIRNAISIUNTA

Is beag trachtaire a rinne comparaid idir Eirinn agus
dlinsi eile maidir le forbairt agus cur-i-ngniomh
curaclaim sna blianta luatha. Scradaigh Horgan agus
Douglas (1995a) solathar agus cur-i-ngniomh
curaclaim in Eirinn agus sa Ghearmain. Scradaionn
Ridgeway (2003) rél na meastéireachta i SAM agus
san lodail sna blianta luatha.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (1995a). Early Childhood Education in Germany and Ireland — A Study of
Provision and Curricular Implementation in Two Unique Environments. International Journal of Early Years

Education, Volume 3, No. 3, pp. 51-67.

Ridgeway, A. (2002). "Role of Assessment as an Integral Part of the Teaching/Learning Continuum: Some
Experiences from the U.S. and ltaly." pp. 215-233. (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for
the 21st Century — Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference.

Shiel, G. (2002). Kindergarten Children’s Involvement in Early Literacy Activities: Perspectives from Europe.

Reading Teacher, Volume 56, No. 3, pp. 282-284.

8.7 METHODOLOGIES

There are a number of curriculum methodologies or
approaches in use in the Irish context in the absence
of a national curriculum framework. Dunlea (1990)
and Hurley (1997) provide an overview of Montessori
education in Ireland. The High/Scope curriculum is
examined by O’Flaherty (1995) while Cogan (2003)
and Madigan (2003) outline the effects of the
High/Scope curriculum on children. The In-career
Development Team (1998) produced curricular
guidelines for the Early Start intervention programme.
A work programme for Naionrai settings in Gaeltacht
settings was devised by Mac Con lomaire (2001).

8.7.1  Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

8.7 MODHEOLAIOCHT

Ta roinnt cur chuige né modheolaiocht curaclaim & n-
Gsaid i gcomhthéacs na hEireann in éagmais creata
curaclaim naisitnta. Tugann Dunlea (1990) agus
Hurley (1997) forléargas ar an oideachas Montessori
in Eirinn. Scradaionn O’Flaherty (1995) an curaclam
High/Scope agus tugann Cogan (2003) agus Madigan
(2003) cuntas ar thionchair an churalcaim High/Scope
ar leanai. D’fhoilsigh an In-career Developmet Team
(1998) treoirlinte curaclaim don chlér idirghabhéla
Early Start. Chuir Mac Con lomaire an clar oibre do
thimpeallachtai Naionrai i gceantair Ghaeltachta le
chéile (2001).

Dunlea, C. (1990). The Relevance of Montessori Education: A Study of Children in Montessori Schools in the
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