CHAPTER 3 - EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES
CAIBIDIL 3 - SEIRBHIiSI LUATH-OIGE

The importance of early childhood care and
education has come to the fore in Ireland in the last
decade. There are many reports and initiatives dating
from the 1980’s but the greatest developments
occurred in the 1990s. This may be largely attributed
to:

1.  The changing demographic, economic and
social context of Ireland, including the
increased demands for early childhood care and
education services as female participation in the
workforce grew at an unprecedented rate
(DJELR, 1999c). This led to difficulties in the
provision of quality, affordable early childhood
care and education places and the
reconciliation of work and family life
(Humphries, Fleming and O’Donnell, 2000).

2. The growing recognition and acceptance of the
benefits of quality education and care in the
formative years with a view to primarily
improving the life of the child and also for the
social cohesion and economic prosperity of the
nation (Coolahan, 1998; DES, 1999a; DHC,
2000a). Increased research had enhanced our
understanding of child development and the
needs and rights of children to quality care and
education.

3.  The pivotal role of early childhood care and
education in addressing socio-economic
disadvantage and assisting children with special
needs. Intervention at this early age has proven
to be much more effective and cost-efficient
than later attempts to mediate (Hayes, 1995;
Coolahan, 1998; DES, 1999a).

The Report of the Commission on the Family (DSFCA,
1998) emphasises the fact that the demand for
childcare places will grow by up to 50% between
1998 and 2011 and early indicators are proving this
prediction true. The early childhood care and
education sector is characterised by diversity, with
voluntary, community and private involvement
(Coolahan, 1998; DJELR, 1999c; 2002b). Childcare
provisions incorporate sessional services (preschools,
playgroups, naionrai, Montessori), full day-care
services (creches, nurseries) and a range of
childminding, after-school care and drop-in centres.

Government intervention has very much been reactive
as opposed to proactive in this area, largely confined
to funding for specialised groups and the inspection of
the system by virtue of the Child Care Act 1991
(DJELR, 1999c). This neglect over a protracted period
culminated in an early childhood care and education
crisis in the 1990s, with the unavailability of
affordable quality early childhood care and education
places. A number of factors caused constrictions in
services in certain areas during this period, including;

T4 an tdbhacht a bhaineann le ciram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige tagtha chun cinn in Eirinn le deich
mbliana anuas. Ta cuid mhor tuairisci ann 6 na
1980idi ach tharla na forbairti is m6 sna 1990idi. Is
mar gheall ar na rudai seo a leanas den chuid is mé a
tharla sé sin:

1.  Ant-athra ar chomhthéacs déimeagrafach,
eacnamaioch agus soisialach na hEireann, lena
n-airitear an méadu ar €ilimh do sheirbhisi
chdram agus oideachas Luath-Oige de réir mar
a thainig méadu gan réamhshampla ar
rannphairtiocht na mban sa lion lucht oibre
(DIELR, 1999c). Ag éiri as sin bhi deacrachtai
ann maidir le solathar aiteanna chdram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige de chailiocht a raibh s¢ ar
acmhainn ag daoine ioc astu, agus an réiteach
idir an saol oibre agus an saol teaghlaigh
(Humphries, Fleming agus O’Donnell, 2000).

2. An méadu a thainig ar an aitheantas a tugadh
do agus mar ar glacadh leis an leas a bhaineann
le hoideachas agus curam cailiochta sna blianta
munlaitheacha, chun criche saol na leanai a
fheabhsu go priomha, agus chun criche
comhthéth séisialta agus rathinas
eacnamaioch an nadisiuin freisin (Coolahan,
1998; DES, 1999a; DHC, 2000a). Chuir an
méadu ar thaighde lenar dtuiscint ar chdrsai
fhorbairt leanai agus ar na riachtanais agus na
cearta ata ag leanai i leith chdraim agus
oideachais de chéiliocht.

3. Anrdl larnach atd ag cdram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige maidir le haghaidh a thabhairt ar
mhibhuntaiste socheolaioch agus cuidiu le
leanai a bhfuil riachtanais speisialta acu.
Cruthaiodh go mbionn i bhfad nios mo
éifeachta le hidirghabhail ag an aois 6g seo agus
go mbionn costais nios saoire ann i gcomparaid
le hiarrachtai ar fheabhst nios déanai (Hayes,
1995; Coolahan, 1998; DES, 1999a).

Cuireann Tuairisc an Choimisitin Teaghlaigh (DSFCA,
1998) béim ar an méadu 50% a thiocfaidh ar éileamh
d’aiteanna chiram leanai idir 1998 agus 2011 agus
cruthaionn tascairi luatha go bhfuil firinne leis an tuar
sin. T& éagsulacht agus pairtiocht dheonach, phobail
agus phriobhaideach mar ghnéithe den earnail
charam agus oideachas Luath-Oige (Coolahan, 1998;
DIELR, 1999c; 2002b). Airitear le solathairti seirbhisi
seisitin (réamhscoileanna, grapai sugartha, naionrai,
Montessori), seirbhisi ciraim lae iomlain (créches,
naiscoileanna) agus réimse d’ionaid fheighliochta
leanai, caram iarscoile agus buail-isteach.

Bhi idirghabhail an Rialtais ar bhonn freagartha
seachas ar bhonn gniomhach sa réimse seo, agus i
cloite den chuid is mé le maoinit do ghripai
speisialtoireachta agus cigireachta ar an gcéras mar
gheall ar an Acht um Chiram Leanai 1991 (DJELR,
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1. Childminders opting for employment in the
buoyant formal economy.

2. The impact of the Child Care (Preschool
Services) Regulations 1996 (DoH, 1996a) and
the Review of Child Care (Preschool Services)
Regulations 1997 (DHC, 1997a)

3. The difficulty in recruiting and retaining
qualified early childhood care and education
personnel in a competitive labour market.

Many important steps have since been undertaken to
progress the delivery and improve the quality of early
childhood care and education services. These include;

« The convening of the National Forum on Early
Childhood Education by the Department of
Education and Science in 1998 (Coolahan, 1998).
The Forum brought together for the first time a
diverse range of professionals, providers and
practitioners and aided mutual understanding and
the sharing of common goals.

o The Report of the Commission on the Family
(DSCFA, 1998) made many recommendations for
the state’s role in assisting early childhood care
and education as part of the support to family
services.

« The Expert Working Group on Childcare published
the National Childcare Strategy (DJELR, 1999c).
This report analysed the problem of early
childhood care and education supply, affordability,
regulations and standards and the challenge of
urban and rural disadvantage. It also advocated the
indivisible nature of education and care and laid
the foundations for the National Children’s
Strategy.

« The White Paper on Early Childhood Education,
Ready to Learn, (DES, 1999a) outlined government
policy regarding early childhood development. It
reiterated the seamless nature of the provision of
early childhood care and education services and
the vital role of early childhood care and
education in the learning continuum of life.

o The Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform has taken increased responsibility in the
area by its administration of the Equal
Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP). The
EOCP provides £437 million in the period 2000-
2006 for the development of early childhood care
and education services and the enhanced
coordination of services to facilitate parental re-
entry to the workforce.

o The National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a)
provided a summary of current issues regarding
early childhood care and education and issued
proposals to develop the early childhood care and
education sector.

« The Programme for Government (Department of
An Taoiseach, 2002b), as well as past Programmes
for Government, contains a number of
commitments to early childhood care and
education.

o The establishment of the CECDE in 2002 will play
a crucial role in the co-ordination and
development of services for children aged 0-6

1999c). Mar thoradh ar an bhfailli sin thar thréimhse
fhada bhi géarchéim chdram agus oideachas Luath-
Oige sna 1990idi, agus ganntanas aiteanna chiram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige cailiochta a raibh sé ar
acmhainn ag daoine ioc as. Chothaigh roinnt fachtairi
cunguithe i seirbhisi i réimsi airithe le linn na
tréimhse sin, lena n-airitear;

1.  Feighlithe leanai ag roghnu fostaiochta sa
gheilleagar foirmidil briomhar.

2. Tionchar na Rialachan Charam Leanai (Seirbhisi
Réamhscoile) 1996 (DoH, 1996a) agus an
Athbhreithnithe ar Rialachdin Chdram Leanai
(Seirbhisi Réamhscoile) 1997 (DHC, 1997a)

3.  Andeacracht a bhaineann le pearsanra chdram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige cailithe a earct agus
a choinnedil i margadh oibre iomaioch.

Ta cuid mhér céimeanna tabhachtacha tégtha 6 shin
chun seachadadh seirbhisi chiram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige a chur chun cinn agus chun caighdean na
seirbhisi sin a fheabhst. Airitear leo;

« Tiondl an Fhoraim Naisiinta um Oideachas Luath-
Oige ag an Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaiochta sa
bhliain 1998 (Coolahan, 1998). Thég an Féram le
chéile don chéad uair réimse leathan daoine
gairmiula, solathraithe agus cleachtoiri agus chuir
sé le comhthuiscint agus le roinnt chomhspriocanna.

o Rinne Tuairisc an Choimisidin Teaghlaigh cuid
mhaith moltai (DSCFA, 1998) faoi rél an Stait
maidir le cinamh a thabhairt do chdram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige mar chuid den tacaiocht do
sheirbhisi teaghlaigh.

« D’fhoilsigh an Grapa Oibre Sainitil um Chiram
Leanai an Straitéis Naisiinta Chiram Leanai
(DJELR, 1999c¢). Rinne an tuairisc sin anailis ar
fhadhbanna maidir le solathar chdram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige, é a bheith ar acmhainn
daoine ioc as, rialachain agus caighdeain agus an
dushlan a bhaineann le mibhuntaiste uirbeach
agus tuaithe. Mhol sé freisin nadar doroinnte
oideachais agus curaim agus leag sé bunus sios
don Straitéis Naisitnta Leanai.

« Rinne an Paipéar Ban faoi Oideachas Luath-Oige,
Ullamh le Foghlaim, (DES, 1999a) cur sios ar
bheartas an Rialtais maidir le forbairt Luath-Oige.
Luaigh sé aris naddr doroinnte sholathar seirbhisi
curam agus oideachas Luath-Oige agus an rol
rithdbhachtach ata ag ciram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige i line leantinach fhoghlama an tsaoil.

» T4 freagracht nios mo glactha ag an Roinn DIi
agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus Athchairithe Dli sa
réimse trid an riarachan a dhéanann si ar an gClar
um Chomhdheiseanna Chiram Leanai (EOCP).
Solathréidh an EOCP €437 milliun sa tréimhse
2000-2006 le haghaidh forbairt sheirbhisi chdram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige agus le haghaidh
chomhordd méadaithe na seirbhisi chun ath-
iontrail tuismitheoiri sa lion lucht oibre a éascu.

« Sholéathair an Straitéis Naisitnta Leanai (DHC,
2000a) achoimre ar shaincheisteanna reatha a
bhaineann le ctiram agus oideachas Luath-Oige
agus d’eisigh si moltai chun an earnéil um chdram



years of age. The remit of the Centre crosses many
of the traditional divides in relation to the age
cohort catered for and the view of the holistic
development of the child, thus placing equal
emphasis on education and care.

This increased state involvement and commitment to
early childhood care and education since the late
1990s has led to advancements in the provision of
services. The growing acknowledgment of the
inseparability and complementary nature of education
and care in the early years is leading to greater co-
operation between government department and
agencies;

"Care and education are inextricably linked elements
in a child’s holistic development — this reality must be
reflected in the ethos and programme of all services."
(DJELR, 1999c: 45)

There have been attempts at greater synchronisation
among government departments in relation to policy
and provision in recent years, for example the
Interdepartmental Synergies Group. The National
Development Plan Community Support Framework
Evaluation Unit (2003) has called for the
reconstitution of this group to ensure greater
coordination within the sector. The involvement of
multiple state departments in the role of early
childhood care and education, 11 in total, cited by
the National Childcare Strategy (DJELR, 1999b), often
led to duplication or voids in services. This leads to
inefficiency and wastage of resources and there is
little co-ordination or dissemination of good practice
(DES, 1999a). The CECDE will play a pivotal role in
this regard as part of its brief to enhance coordination
of services in the sector.

Other factors affecting provision and delivery include
geographical remoteness, affordability, training and
qualifications issues and demographical trends (DES,
1999a; DIJELR, 1999c). The publication of the Model
Framework for Education Training and Professional
Development in the Early Childhood Care and
Education Sector (DJELR, 2002b) is an important step
in recognising the importance and centrality of
education and training within the sector and will be a
valuable resource for the National Qualifications
Authority of Ireland in its work. Advances in child
development theory have led to enhanced cognisance
of the importance of early childhood care and
education services and allows the adaptation and
evolution of services to meet the individual needs of
children.

Within early childhood services, the following
categories emerged following thematic analysis:

Centre-based Preschool Services
Family Supports

Government publications
International Perspectives
Non-Centre-based Services
School-based Services
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agus oideachas Luath-Oige a fhorbairt.

o Taroinnt gealltanas maidir le ciram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige sa Chlar Rialtais (Roinn an
Taoisigh, 2002b), agus in iar-Chlair Rialtais freisin.

o Beidh rél de mhoérthabhacht ag bund an Larionaid
um Charam agus Oideachas na Luath-Oige sa
bhliain 2002 maidir le comhordud agus forbairt
seirbhisi do leanai idir ndid agus sé bliana d’aois.
Trasnaionn sainchdram an lonaid cuid mhaith de
na scoilteanna traidisiiinta maidir leis an gcohort
aoise a bhfuiltear ag freastal air, agus an dearcadh
maidir le forbairt iomlanaioch leanai, agus mar sin
cuirtear béim chothrom ar oideachas agus ar
charam araon.

Mar gheall ar an méadu seo ar phairtiocht agus ar
ghealltanais an Stait i leith chdram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige 6 na 1990idi déanacha, ta dul chun cinn
déanta maidir le solathar seirbhisi. Mar thoradh ar
mhéadu ar an aitheantas atathar & thabhairt do
dhoroinnteacht agus naddr comhlantach oideachais
agus curaim sna luathbhlianta, td comhoibrit nios mé
ann idir ranna agus gniomhaireacht Rialtais;

"Care and education are inextricably linked elements
in a child’s holistic development — this reality must be
reflected in the ethos and programme of all services."
(DIELR, 1999c: 45)

Ta iarrachtai déanta le blianta beaga anuas chun
sioncrénl nios maé a chothd idir ranna Rialtais maidir
le beartais agus solathar, mar shampla an Grupa Idir-
Ranna Sineirgiochta. T4 éileamh déanta ag Aonad
Luachala Chreatlach Thacaiocht Phobail an Phlean
Forbartha Naisiunta (2003) d’athbhunu an ghrdpa sin
chun comhordu nios fearr san earnail a chinntid. Mar
thoradh ar an iliomad ranna Stait a bheith péirteach i
rél charam agus oideachas Luath-Oige, aon cheann
déag san iomlan, mar ata luaite ag an Straitéis
Naisitinta Chdram Leanai (DJELR, 1999b), go minic
bhiodh dublail né bearnai i seirbhisi. Ag éiri as sin,
bionn neamhéifeachtacht agus cur amd acmhainni
agus is beag comhordaithe né scaipeadh dea-
chleachtais a bhionn ann (DES, 1999a). Beidh rdl
larnach ag an Larionad um Charam agus Oideachas
na Luath-Oige maidir leis sin mar chuid da
shainchiram cur le comhordu seirbhisi san earnail.

| measc na bhfachtoiri eile a théann i bhfeidhm ar
sholathar agus seachadadh seirbhisi ta iargultacht
thireolaiochta, acmhainn daoine ioc astu,
saincheisteanna oiliina agus céiliochtai agus treochtai
déimeagrafacha (DES, 1999a; DJELR, 1999c). Is céim
thabhachtach i foilsitl an Chreatlach Mhunlaitheach
d’Oideachas, Qilitint agus Forbairt Phroifisitinta san
Earnail Charam agus Oideachas Luath-Oige (DJELR,
2002b) maidir leis an tabhacht agus an larnacht a
bhaineann le hoideachas agus oilitint san earnéil a
aithint, agus beidh sé mar acmhainn luachmhar
d’obair Udaras Naisitnta Céiliochtai na hEireann.
Mar thoradh ar dhul chun cinn i dteoirici fhorbairt
leanai tA méadu ar an bhfeasacht maidir leis an
tabhacht a bhaineann le seirbhisi charaim agus
oideachais agus ceadaionn sé sin leasu agus éabhléid
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Each of these categories is examined using the
aforementioned sub-categories as before:

o Description/Analysis
o Evaluation

e Guidelines

o Policy

na seirbhisi chun freastal ar riachtanais indibhiditdla
leanai.

Taobh istigh de sheirbhisi Luath-Oige, d’eascair na
catagoiri seo a leanas i ndiaidh anailise téamacha:

Seirbhisi Réamhscoile lonad-bhunaithe
Tacaiocht Teaghlaigh

Foilseachain Rialtais

Peirspictiochtai Idirnaisiunta

Seirbhisi nach bhfuil lonad-bhunaithe
Seirbhisi Scoilbhunaithe

OO WN

3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.

Ta scrida déanta ar na catagoiri seo ag baint Usaide
as na fochatagoiri ata thuasluaite, mar a rinneadh
cheana:

o Tuairiscidil/Anailisitil
« Meastoéireacht

o Treoirlinte

o Beartas

3.1 CENTRE-BASED PRESCHOOL
SERVICES

Much of the early childhood care and education
service provision takes place in centres such as
créches, nurseries, gripai naionra, Steiner and
Montessori groups, involving both private and
community operators. Hayes, O’Flaherty and Kernan
(1997a) provide an insight into early childhood care
and education services in Ireland as part of the IEA
Pre-primary Project. A number of commentators
investigate services in localised areas, including Healy
(1995), Tallaght Partnership (1995), Craig, Ennis and
Walsh (1998b), Craig and Hayes (1998), Dare and
Fitzgerald (1999), Lenihan (2000) and McGlone
(2003). ADM (2000a) conducted childcare census
reports for each county and one for the Gaeltacht
regions (ADM, 2001). This data has been compiled as
a National Childcare Census Report (ADM,
2003).There are numerous sets of guidelines for the
design and establishing of an early childhood care
and education setting, including O’Sullivan and
Gibbons (1997), BCCN (2002a) and the NCNA
(2002a). There are also guidelines for the
interpretation of the Child Care (Preschool Services)
Regulations 1996 by the South Eastern Health Board
(1997b), Dowd (2000b) and the East Coast Area
Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and
Northern Area Health Board (2001b). The vast
majority of County Childcare Committees have now
produced and published their strategic plans 2001-
2006.

3.1.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisitil:

3.1  SEIRBHISI REAMHSCOILE IONAD-
BHUNAITHE

Tarlaionn an-chuid de sholathar sheirbhisi chdram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige in ionaid cosuil le
créches, naiscoileanna, grapai naionrai, grapai Steiner
agus Montessori, ina mbionn idir oibreoiri
priobhaideacha agus pobail. Solathraionn Hayes,
O’Flaherty agus Kernan (1997a) léargas ar sheirbhisi
chdram agus oideachas Luath-Oige in Eirinn mar
chuid de Thionscadal Réamh-Bhunscolaiochta an
Chumann Idirnaisiinta um Meastdireacht Eachta
Oideachastil (IEA). Fiosraionn roinnt trachtairi
seirbhisi i réimsi taobh istigh de cheantair, Healy
(1995), Pairtiocht Tamhlachta (1995), Craig, Ennis
agus Walsh (1998b), Craig agus Hayes (1998), Dare
agus Fitzgerald (1999), Lenihan (2000) agus McGlone
(2003) san &ireamh. Rinne Bainistiocht Forbairt
Limistéar (ADM) (2000a) tuairisci daonairimh chdram
leanai do gach contae agus ceann do na réigidin
Ghaeltachta (ADM, 2001). Ta an-chuid tacar
treoirlinte ann do dhearadh agus do bhuna suiomh
chdram agus oideachas Luath-Oige, lena n-airitear
O’Sullivan agus Gibbons (1997), Gréasan Chiram
Leanai na gContaetha ar an Teorainn (BCCN) (2002a)
agus Cumann Naisitnta Naiscoileanna Leanai
(2002a). Ta treoirlinte ann freisin le haghaidh
Iéirmhinithe ar na Rialachain Chdram Leanai
(Seirbhisi Réamhscoile) 1996 déanta ag Bord Slainte
an Oirdheiscirt (1997b), Dowd (2000b) agus Bord
Slainte Limistéar an Chosta Thoir, Bord Slainte
Limistéar an lardheiscirt agus Bord Slainte Limistéar
Thuaidh (2001b). Ta a bpleananna straitéiseacha
2001-2006 tairgthe agus foilsithe anois ag formhor
mor na gCoisti Contae um Chdram Leanai.
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of the Higher Education Equality Unit Childcare Survey 1998. Cork: Higher Education Equality Unit.

Lenihan, M. (2000). A Study of the Development of Community Childcare in Limerick City. Limerick: PAUL
Partnership.
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National Children’s Nurseries Association (2000b). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual. Dublin: National
Children’s Nurseries Association.

Neylon, G.and Loftus, A. (2000). Block Building: Early Years Childcare. Clarecare Preschool Advisory Service.
Ennis: Clarecare.

Rynne, A., Kiernan, P. and Neylon, G. (2000). West Clare Strategy: Report of a Two-day Seminar in Kilkee, Co.
Clare. Ennis: Clarecare.

Zeece, P. (2000). Tending the Treasures of the Emerald Isle. Childcare Information Exchange, No. 135, pp. 91-
94.

Hayes, N. (2001a). Early Childhood Education in Ireland: Policy, Provision and Practice. Administration,
Volume 49, No. 3, Autumn, pp. 43-67.

Purcell, B. (2001). For Our Own Good: Childcare Issues in Ireland. Cork: Collins Press.

Florence, D. (2002). The Concept of Educare in Public Day Facilities in Ireland and in the Irish Psyche at the
Start of the Third Millennium. Ph.D. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Irish Congress of Trade Unions (2002). Identifying Member’s Childcare Needs. Dublin: Irish Congress of Trade
Unions.

Mhic Mhathuna, M. (2002a). "Straitéisi agus Pleanail Teanga don lonad Cdram Leanai.” pp. 15-21. (in) Ui
Ghréadaigh, D. (2002) (Eag.). Caram agus Oideachas Luathdige: Treoirleabhar. Gaillimh: Udaras na
Gaeltachta,.

Place, M. (2002). Ballymun Childcare Task Force: A Report on Member’s Experiences of Participating in the
Process, Their Thoughts on the Plan and the Proposals they made to Move the Plan on. Dublin: Ballymun
Partnership.

Daly, M. (2003). The Community Playgroup Initiative. Paper presented at the OMEP (Ireland) Conference,
Cork.

McGlone, R. (2003). Childcare Needs Analysis in the South West Sligo District. Sligo: Sligo County Childcare
Committee.

Tudge, J., Odero, D., Hogan, D. and Etz, K. (2003). Relations between the Everyday Activities of Preschoolers
and their Teachers’ Perceptions of their Competence in the First Years of School. Early Childhood Research
Quarterly, Volume 18, No. 1, pp. 42-64.

3.1.2 Evaluation / Meastoéireacht:

South Eastern Health Board (1993). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Kilkenny: South
Eastern Health Board.

Murphy, P. (1994). Child Care for the North East Inner City. A Feasibility Study on Behalf of Dublin Inner City
Partnership (ICON) Women’s Working Group. Dublin: Barnardos/ ICON.

Tallaght Partnership (1995). Childcare for Tallaght — An Evaluation Report. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Craig, S., Ennis, P. and Walsh, R. (1998b). Childcare Services in the Wexford Area Partnership Area. Final
Report and Feasibility Study to the Partnership’s Childcare Working Group. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Craig, S. and Hayes, N. (1998). Childcare Facilities in Crumlin and Drimnagh. A Report to the Kimmage,
Walkinstown/Greenhills, Crumlin, Drimnagh Area Partnership. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational
Research.

O’Driscoll, S. and Scallan, E. (1998). A Review of Child Care Services in the Ballymun Area. Dublin:
Ballymun Partnership.

Area Development Management (1999). Evaluation of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme — Report
Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants in association with Pat Collier and Associates. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Dare, C. and Fitzgerald, A. (1999). Feasibility Study on Setting up a Childcare Service at Killorglin. South Kerry
Development Partnership Limited.

European Social Fund Programme Evaluation Unit (1999). Preliminary Evaluation of the Equal Opportunities
Childcare Programme. Dublin: European Social Fund Programme Evaluation Unit.



IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (1999). The IPPA Border Counties High/Scope Project 1997-1999.
Dublin: IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

Mid-Western Health Board (1999). Review of Preschool Inspection and Information Services 1997-1999.
Childcare and Family Support Services. Limerick: Mid-Western Health Board.

Area Development Management (2000a)3. National Childcare Census Report — Carlow. Dublin: Area

Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Dublin: Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

National Childcare Census Report — Cavan. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Clare. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Cork City. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Cork County. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Donegal. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Dublin City. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Dublin Fingal. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Dublin South. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown.

National Childcare Census Report — Galway City. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Galway County. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Kerry. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Kildare. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Kilkenny. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Laois. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Leitrim. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Limerick City. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Limerick County. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Longford. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Louth. Dublin: Area

3 Please note that for the 34 Area Development Management Childcare Census Reports (ADM, 2000a) and the Report for
the Gaeltacht Regions (ADM, 2001), there are also executive summaries available.
Tabhair ar aird le do thoil go bhfuil achoimri feidhmidla ar fail do na 34 Tuairisci Daonairimh Chdram Leanai a rinne
Bainistiocht Forbairt Limistéar (ADM, 2000a) agus an Tuairisc do na Réigilin Ghaeltachta (ADM, 2001).
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Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Mayo. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Meath. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Monaghan. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Offaly. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Roscommon. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Sligo. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Tipperary North. Dublin; Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Tipperary South. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Waterford City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Waterford County. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Westmeath. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Wexford. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Wicklow. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Barnardos (2000d). An Evaluation of Barnardos Early Years Services. Report Commissioned from the Centre for
Social and Educational Research. Unpublished.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000a). The Benefits of Preschool — Parent’s Survey. Monaghan: Border
Counties Childcare Network.

Cogan, E. (2000). A Research Study on the Market for Childcare Services in Cork and Dublin. M.Sc. Thesis.
Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

County Wexford Partnership (2000). Evaluation of the County Wexford Partnership Childcare Programme
1996-1999: Recommendations for a County Childcare Strategy. Wexford: County Wexford Partnership.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (2000). Think Rural Child: Rural Community in Rural Development. A
Report on the Process and Outcomes of the Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project 1997-2000. Enniskillen:
Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Mentor Economic Developments Ltd. (2000). Childcare Review. Dublin: Finglas Cabra Partnership.

Area Development Management (2001). National Childcare Census Report — Gaeltacht Regions. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Chambers of Commerce of Ireland (2001). Labour Force 2001 — Childcare. Dublin: Chambers of Commerce of
Ireland.

Get Tallaght Working (2001). Investigation into the Developmental Potential for Childcare in West Tallaght.
Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Area Development Management (2002). Staffing, Quality and Childcare Provision: An Evaluation of the
Community Support Strand of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 1998-2000 - Report
Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Childcare Network Loch Garman (2002). Evaluation Report. Wexford: Childcare Network Loch Garman.



National Children’s Nurseries Association (2002b). National Children’s Nurseries Association Member’s Survey.
Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

O’Kane, M. and Kernan, M. (2002). "The Impact of the Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations (1996) on
the Quality of Early Childhood Services in Ireland: The IEA Pre-Primary Project Revisited.” pp. 354-357. (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century — Research, Reflection, Renewal:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference.

Tallaght Partnership (2002). Tallaght Childcare Network Feasibility Study. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Area Development Management (2003). National Childcare Census Baseline Data 1999-2000. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

National Development Plan Community Support Framework Evaluation Unit (2003). Evaluation of the Equal

Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006. Dublin: National Development Plan Community Support
Framework Evaluation Unit.

3.1.3 Guidelines / Treoirlinte:
Clarke, M. and Hayes, N. (1991). Childcare in Ireland: A Parent’s Guide. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.
South Eastern Health Board (1992). The Child Care Act 1991. Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Border Counties Childcare Network (1997). Border Counties Childcare Network Information Pack for
Preschool Service Providers. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Day Care Service: An Information Pack. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

O’ Sullivan, M. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Childcare Enterprise: An Information Pack for Enterprise
Officers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

South Eastern Health Board (1997b). Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations 1996: Explanatory Guide to
Requirements and Procedures for Notification and Inspection. Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1998). Child Care Act (1991) Part (V11) Supervision of Child Care Services: A
Training Manual. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Doyle, J. and O’Connor, C. (1998). The Irish Preschool Guide. Dublin: Computer Publications Group.

Barnardos (1999). Choosing the Best for Your Child: A Parent’s Guide to Childminders, Nurseries/ Créches and
Babysitters. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Dowd, M. (2000b). Check it Out: A Parent’s Guide to the Preschool Regulations. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

East Coast Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board (2001b).
Thinking of Setting up a Preschool Service? Guidelines on the Interpretation of the Child Care (Preschool
Services) Regulations 1996. Dublin: East Coast Area Health Board, South Western area Health Board and
Northern Area Health Board.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2002a). Video: Premises Design Features in Childcare Services.
Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2002b). Out Door Play: Design and Benefits. Monaghan: Border Counties
Childcare Network.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (2002b). Guidelines on Policies for Preschool Services. Dublin: IPPA,
The Early Childhood Organisation.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2002a). We Like This Place: Guidelines for Best Practice in the
Design of Child Care Facilities. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board (2002a). A
Guide for Parents of Preschool Children. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health
Board and East Coast Area Health Board.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board (2002b). A
Guide for Preschool Service Providers. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board
and East Coast Area Health Board.

Sligo County Childcare Committee and Sligo County Enterprise Board (2002). Managing a Childcare Business
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in County Sligo. Sligo: Sligo County Childcare Committee and Sligo County Enterprise Board.
Western Health Board (2002). Choosing Childcare — A Parent’s Guide (Video). Galway: Western Health Board.

St. Nicholas Montessori Association of Ireland (n.d.). Guidelines for Montessori Schools. Dublin: St. Nicholas
Montessori Association of Ireland.

3.1.4 Policy / Beartas:
McKenna, A. (1990). Childcare in Ireland: Challenge and Opportunity. Dublin: Employment Equality Agency.

Gilligan, R. (1991). Irish Childcare Services: Policy, Practice and Provisions. Dublin: Institute of Public
Administration.

Hayes, N., (1995). The Case for a National Policy on Early Education. Combat Poverty Agency Discussion
Paper No. 2. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Williams, J. and Collins, C. (1997). Childcare in Ireland. A Report to the Commission on the Family. Dublin:
Economic and Social Research Institute.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (1998). Needs Led Planning for Quality Early Years Service in Rural
Areas. Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

ISIS Research Group, Trinity College Dublin (1998). Caring for all our Futures: Policy Recommendations for
Establishing a National Childcare Strategy based on Successful NOW-funded Models. A Study conducted on
behalf of the National Women’s Council of Ireland.

Area Development Management (2000b). Progressing Equality Through Childcare. Dublin: Area Development
Management.

Barnardos (2000b). Review of Early Years Services. Internal Report, January 2000. (Unpublished).

Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly (2000). Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational
Programme 2000-2006. Roscommon: Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly.

Meath County Childcare Strategy Group (2000). Childcare Needs Survey — North and South Meath. Meath:
Trim Initiative for Development and Enterprise and North Meath Communities Development Association.

Planet Policy Document (2000). Childcare and Social Inclusion: Policy Measures for the Development and
Provision of Inclusive Quality Early Childhood Care and Education Services. Wexford: Planet Policy
Document.

Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly (2001). Southern and Eastern Regional Operational Programme
2000-2006. Waterford: Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly.

Ballymun Partnership (2002). Ballymun Childcare Task Force Action Plan 2001-2004. Dublin; Ballymun
Partnership.

Clare County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Clare:
Clare County Childcare Committee.

Cork City Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cork: Cork
City Childcare Committee.

Cork County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cork: Cork
County Childcare Committee.

Donegal County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Dublin/ Fingal County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Dublin: Dublin/ Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Duan Laoighaire/ Rathdown County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan
2001-2006. Dun Laoighaire/ Rathdown: Dun Laoighaire/ Rathdown County Childcare Committee.

Galway County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Galway:
Galway County Childcare Committee.

Limerick City Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Limerick:
Limerick City Childcare Committee.



Louth County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Louth:
Louth County Childcare Committee.

Midlands Health Board (2002). Midlands Health Board Childcare Strategy 2002-2004: Together We Can —
Action for Change. Tullamore: Midlands Health Board.

Monaghan County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Monaghan: Monaghan County Childcare Committee.

Sligo County Childcare Committee (2002a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Sligo:
Sligo County Childcare Committee.

Tipperary North County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.

Tipperary: Tipperary North County Childcare Committee.

Waterford County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Carlow County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Carlow:

Carlow County Childcare Committee.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cavan:
Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Dublin City Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Dublin:
Dublin City Childcare Committee.

Dublin South County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Dublin: Dublin South County Childcare Committee.

Kerry County Childcare Committee (2003a). Promoting Quality, Accessible and Inclusive Childcare —
Executive Summary. Kerry: Kerry County Childcare Committee.

Kerry County Childcare Committee (2003b). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Kerry:
Kerry County Childcare Committee.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Kildare:

Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Kilkenny County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Kilkenny: Kilkenny County Childcare Committee.

Laois County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Laois:
Laois County Childcare Committee.

Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Leitrim:
Leitrim County Childcare Committee.

Limerick County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Limerick: Limerick County Childcare Committee.

Meath County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Meath:
Meath County Childcare Committee.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Roscommon: Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

Tipperary South County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.

Tipperary: Tipperary South County Childcare Committee.

Waterford City Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Wexford County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Wexford: Wexford County Childcare Committee.

Wicklow County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Wicklow: Wicklow County Childcare Committee.
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3.2  FAMILY SUPPORTS

There are a number of publications in this theme that
assist parents and families in their role. Lifestart
Donegal (2002a; 2002b) have produced a funding
proposal for their initiative to visit parents in their
homes and provide advice and support in relation to
child development. Many of the Health Boards have
produced evaluations of their childcare and family
support services. Holt, Manners and Gilligan (2002)
have evaluated the Naas child and family project.

3.2 TACAIOCHT TEAGHLAIGH

Té& roinnt foilseaché&n sa téama seo a chuidionn le
tuismitheoiri agus le teaghlaigh ina rél. Ta moladh
maoinithe tairgthe ag Tus Saoil Dhin na nGall
(Lifestart Donegal) (2002a; 2002b) da dtionscnamh
maidir le cuairt a thabhairt ar thuismitheoiri sa bhaile
agus comhairle agus tacaiocht a sholathar maidir le
forbairt leanai. Ta luachalacha déanta ag cuid mhaith
de na Boird Slainte ar a seirbhisi chiram leanai agus
thacaiocht teaghlaigh. T4 meastdireacht déanta ag

Holt, Manners agus Gilligan (2002) ar thionscadal
leanai agus teaghlaigh An Nais.

3.2.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

Jeree, P. (Ed.) (1991). Management of the Growth of Programs for Infants and Toddlers and their Families. Zero
to Three, Volume 11, No. 4.

Lifestart Foundation (1994). Ag Togéil Péiste. Oilidint Baile, Phase 1. Galway: Lifestart Foundation.

Barnardos (2002a). Child and Family Directory. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.
Barnardos (2002e). A Guide for Parents/ Carers. Dublin: Barnardos.

Lifestart Donegal (2002a). Funding Proposal 2002-2005. Donegal: Lifestart Donegal.

Lifestart Donegal (2002b). Funding Proposal 2002-2005 — Executive Summary. Donegal: Lifestart Donegal.
3.2.2  Evaluation / Meastoireacht:

Eastern Health Board (1994). Report on Childcare and Family Support Services. Dublin: Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1994). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1994. Kilkenny:
South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1996a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1996.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Eastern Health Board (1997). Review of Adequacy of Childcare and Family Support Services in 1996. Dublin:
Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1997a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1997.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1998). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1998. Kilkenny:
South Eastern Health Board.

McKeown, K. (1999). Springboard Evaluation System. Department of Health and Children. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Midlands Health Board (1999). Review of Childcare and Family Support Services. Tullamore: Midlands Health
Board.

East Coast Area Health Board (2000). Review of Adequacy of Children and Family Services. Dublin: East Coast
Area Health Board.

North Eastern Health Board (2001a). Review of Childcare and Family Support Services. Cavan: North Eastern
Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2001a). First Steps Pilot Programme — An Evaluation. Kilkenny: South Eastern
Health Board.

Holt, S., Manners, P. and Gilligan, R. (2002). Family Support in Practice: An Evaluation of the Naas Child and
Family Project. A Springboard Initiative. Dublin: Irish Youth Work Press.

South Eastern Health Board (2002a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1999.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002b). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2000.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.



3.3 GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 3.3  FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS

There have been a great number of government Ta lion mor foilseachan Rialtais a bhaineann le

publications relating to early childhood care and seirbhisi chiram agus oideachas Luath-Oige. Thig -
education services. We can see an increased linn flairse mhéadaithe ar fhoilseachain den chineal - =
abundance of such publications in the late 1990s sin a fheicedil sna 1990idi déanacha mar gheall ar =
owing to increased demands for early childhood éilimh mhéadaithe ar sheirbhisi Luath-Oige, mar g O
services, as a result of our changing economic, thoradh ar ar suiomh eacnamaioch, cultirtha agus % E
cultural and demographic situation. The Child Care déimeagrafach, suiomh ata ag athrd. Bhi tionchar — g
Regulations (DoH, 1991) and the Child Care mor ag na Rialachain Chdram Leanai (DoH, 1991) § 9
(Preschool) Regulations (DoH, 1996a) impacted agus ag na Rialachain Chdram Leanai (Réamhscoil) T 8
greatly on service provision. Coolahan (1998) (DoH, 19964a) ar sholathar seirbhisi. Solathraionn 'o 2
provides an account of the proceedings of the Coolahan (1998) tuairisc ar nésanna imeachta an 5 Z
National Forum on Early Childhood Education. Fhéraim Naisitinta um Oideachas Luath-Oige. Chuir ™ B
Organisations such as the INTO (1998a), IPPA (1998) eagraiochtai costil le Cumann Muinteoiri Eireann b
and the Combat Poverty Agency (1998a) forwarded (1998a), Cumann Réamhscoile agus Ghripai Stgartha

submissions to the National Forum. A number of na hEireann (1998) agus an Ghniomhaireacht do

pivotal documents followed this forum, including the Chomhrac na Bochtaine (1998a) aighneachtai ar

White Paper on Early Childhood Education (DES, aghaidh chuig an bhFéram Naisiunta. D’eascair

1999a), the National Childcare Strategy (DJELR, roinnt caipéisi larnacha as an bhféram sin, lena n-

1999c) and a report on childcare funding in Ireland airitear an Paipéar Ban faoi Oideachas na Luath-Oige

(DJELR, 2000a). The forthcoming thematic review of (DES, 1999a), an Straitéis Naisiunta Chdram Leanai

early childhood education and care (DES, 2002f) (DJELR, 1999c) agus tuairisc ar mhaoinia chiram

provides a current snapshot of provisions in Ireland. leanai in Eirinn. (DJELR, 2000a). Solathraionn an t-

athbhreithnit téamach seo a leanas ar oideachas agus
curam Luath-Oige léargas reatha ar sholathairti in
Eirinn.

3.3.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

Conference of Major Religious Superiors (1992b). Study Guide to the Green Paper on Education: Education for
a Changing World. Dublin: Conference of Major Religious Superiors.

Coolahan, J. (Ed.) (1994). Report of the National Education Convention Secretariat. Dublin: National Education
Convention Secretariat.

Ward, P. (1997). The Child Care Act (1991). Dublin: Round Hall Sweet and Maxwell.

Combat Poverty Agency (1998d). Submission on the White Paper on Rural Development. Dublin: Combat
Poverty Agency.

Coolahan, J. (Ed.) (1998). Report on the National Forum for Early Childhood Education. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

3.3.2 Evaluation / Meastéireacht:

Department of Education (1992b). Home School Community Liaison Scheme: Interim Report 1. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (1994). Making their Mark: The Experiences of Childcare
Projects within the NOW Programmes in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office / Council for Status of Women.

3.3.3 Guidelines / Treoirlinte:

Department of Health (1996a). Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations and Explanatory Guide to
Requirements and Procedures for Notification and Inspection.. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1997a). Child Care (Preschool Services) Regulations 1996 and Child Care
(Preschool Services) (Amended) Regulations 1997 and Explanatory Guide to Requirements and Procedures for
Notification and Inspection. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000c). Equal Opportunity Childcare Programme 2000-2006.
Information Pack and Application Forms. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of the Environment and Local Government (2001). Childcare Facilities -Guidelines for Planning
Authorities. Dublin: The Stationery Office.




o
kel
=
&
ke
&
=
Q
Q
I
o
=
=
&
=
o
<
(WE]

-

SEIRBHIiSi LUATH-OIGE

3.3.4 Policy / Beartas:
Department of Education (1990). Report of the Primary Education Review Body. Dublin: The Stationery Office.
Department of Health (1991). Child Care Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education (1992a). Green Paper on Education — Education for a Changing World. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education (1993). Report of the Special Education Review Committee. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Government of Ireland (1993b). Programme for a Partnership Government. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1993a). Among School Children. The INTO Response to the Green
Paper: Education for a Changing World. A Policy Statement. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Department of Education (1994b). Child Care Assistants Employed in Early Start Preschools (Pilot Project).
Quialifications and Conditions of Service. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (1994). Making their Mark: The Experiences of Childcare
Projects within the NOW Programmes in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery Office / Council of Status of Women.

Department of Equality and Law Reform (1994). Report of the Working Group on Childcare Facilities for
Working Parents. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (1994). Programme for Competitiveness and Work. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education (1995). White Paper on Education — Charting Our Educational Future. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (1996). Delivering Better Government. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Social Welfare (1996b). Commission on the Family - Interim Report. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Government of Ireland (1996). Partnership 2000 for Inclusion, Employment and Competitiveness. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (1997). An Action Plan for the Millennium. Dublin: The Stationery Office.
Department of Education (1997). Breaking the Cycle - Information Leaflet. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (1997d). Report on the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme Review Group.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Combat Poverty Agency (1998c). Position Paper for the National Forum on Early Childhood Education. Dublin:
Combat Poverty Agency.

Department of Education and Science (1998b). Education Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1998a). Study of the Economics of Childcare in Ireland.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs (1998). Strengthening Families for Life: Final Report of
the Commission on the Family to the Minister for Social, Community and Family Affairs. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation (1998). Position Paper, National Forum on Early Childhood Education.
Dublin: IPPA, The Early Childhood Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1998a). A Perspective on Early Childhood Education: A Submission to
the National Forum for Early Childhood Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Department of Education and Science (1999a). Ready to Learn - A White Paper on Early Childhood Education.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999b). Primary School Curriculum. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999c). Primary School Curriculum —Your Child’s Learning -



Guidelines for Parents. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999d). The New Deal — A Plan for Educational Opportunity. Dublin:
The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999f). Education Welfare Bill. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1999c). National Childcare Strategy. Report of the Partnership
2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Government of Ireland (1999). Programme for Prosperity and Fairness. Dublin: The Stationery Office.
Department of Education and Science (2000a). Education Welfare Act. Dublin: The Stationery Office.
Department of Education and Science (2000b). Learning Support Guidelines. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Finance (2000). National Development Plan - Ireland 2000-2006. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000a). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000b). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives:
Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000c). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report of the Public Consultation. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000d). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report of the Public Consultation: Executive Summary. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000e). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives.
Report to Children on the Public Consultation. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000f). The National Children’s Strategy. Our Children-Their Lives:
Children’s Version. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Health and Children (2000g). The Health of our Children — Annual Report of the Chief Medical
Officer. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000a). Childcare Funding in Ireland. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

Department of Education and Science (2001). Giving Children an Even Break by Tackling Disadvantage.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001a). Statement of Strategy 2001-2004. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001b). County Childcare Committee Handbook.
(Unpublished)

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001c). The Children Act 2001. Dublin: The Stationery
Office.

McGough, A. (2001). Educational Provision for Preschool Children: A Response to the White Paper. Reach,
Volume 15, pp. 2-13.

Pinkerton, J. (2001). Ireland’s National Children’s Strategy — An Inside Outsider’s View: Policy Review. Children
and Society, Volume 15, No. 2, pp. 118-121.

Department of An Taoiseach (2002a). Programme for Prosperity and Fairness. Eight Year Progress Report.
Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of An Taoiseach (2002b). An Agreed Programme for Government Between Fianna Fail and the
Progressive Democrats. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2002f). Thematic Review of Early Childhood Education and
Care:Background Report - Ireland. (Unpublished).
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3.4 INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES

This theme contains one of the largest volumes of
publications in relation to international perspectives.
Hayes and Hennessy (1995) situate preschool
education in Ireland in the international context. A
comparison of child development in Ireland and
Finland is provided by Ojala (1997). Olmsted and
Montie (2001) provide an overview of early childhood
care and education settings in countries participating
in the IEA Pre-primary Project. A study into childcare
choice in Ireland and Japan is presented by Hennessy
and Flaherty (2001). The European Commission
Network on Childcare (1990; 1996b) provides a
European perspective on childcare services and
service providers.

3.4.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

3.4  PEIRSPICTIOCHTAI IDIRNAISIUNTA

T4 an téama seo comhdhéanta de cheann de na
himleabhair is mé d’fhoilseachéin maidir le
peirspictiochtai idirndisiiinta. Lonnaionn Hayes agus
Hennessy (1995) oideachas réamhscoile in Eirinn sa
chomhthéacs idirnaisianta. Solathraionn Ojala (1997)
comparaid idir forbairt leanai in Eirinn agus san
Fhionlainn. Cuireann Olmsted agus Montie (2001) ar
fail forbhreathna ar shuimh chiram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige i dtiortha ata rannphairteach i dTionscadal
Réamh-Bhunscolaiochta an Chumainn Idirnaisidnta
um Meastdireacht Eachta Oideachastil. Cuireann
Hennessy agus Flaherty (2001) staidéar i lathair ar
roghanna chdram leanai in Eirinn agus sa tSeapain.
Solathraionn Gréasan an Choimisidin Eorpaigh um
Chuaram Leanai (1990; 1996b) peirspictiocht ar
sheirbhisi charam leanai agus ar sholathraithe
seirbhisi.

Dumon, W. (1990). Family Policies in the EEC Countries. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on
Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1990). Men as Carers of Children. Brussels: European

Commission.

McKenna, A. (1992). Early Childhood Services and the European Commission. Paper presented at the NCB/
OMEP/ NES Arnold Conference, Investing in our Future: Quality Early Childhood Care and Education in the

1990s, Dublin.

De Cléir, S. (1993). Childcare in Linguistic Minorities: Reflections from an Irish Perspective. NOW - The Letter,

Volume 2, Autumn, pp. 3-4.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1994). Leave Arrangements for Workers with Children: A
Review of Leave Arrangements in the Member States of the European Union and Austria, Finland, Norway and
Sweden. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile

Employment and Family Responsibilities.

European Commission Directorate General for Education, Training and Youth (1995). Preschool Education in
the European Union: Current Thinking and Provision. Luxembourg: European Commission Directorate General

for Education, Training and Youth.

Hayes, N. and Hennessy, E. (1995). Preschool Education: The International Perspective. Paper presented to the

Early Start Monitoring Committee, September, 1995.

Karlsson, M. (1995). Family Daycare in Europe. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare
and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities

Sylva, K. (1995). The International Experience of Early Education: Relevance to Ireland. Public Lecture at
Launch of Hayes, N., The Case for a National Policy on Early Education, Dublin.

European Commission (1996). Work and Childcare: Implementing the Council Recommendations on
Childcare. A Guide to Good Practice. Brussels: Social Europe Supplement.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996b). A Review of Services for Young Children in the
European Union 1990-1995 on Child Care and other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family
Responsibilities. Luxembourg: European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile

Employment and Family Responsibilities.

European Commission Network on Childcare (1996c¢). 1986-1996: A Decade of Achievement. Luxembourg:
European Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family

Responsibilities.

Hanrahan, M. and Prinsen, B. (Ed.) (1996). Community Health, Community Care, Community Support:
Proceedings of the Invitational Conference on Innovative Childhood Care and Development Support
Programme. Utrecht: Netherlands Institute of Care and Welfare.



Hayes, N. (1996c¢). "Early Education in Ireland — Towards Collision or Collaboration." (in) Childhood
Education: International Perspectives. Oulu (Finland): Finland Association for Childhood Education
International.

Hujala, E. (Ed.) (1996). Childhood Education: International Perspectives. Oulu (Finland): Finland Association
for Childhood Education International.

Meijvogel, R. and Petrie, P. (1996). School-age Childcare in the European Union. Luxembourg: European
Commission Network on Childcare and Other Measures to Reconcile Employment and Family Responsibilities

Ojala, M. (1997). How Ireland and Finland Support the Development and Learning of Young Children
Between Ages 4 and 7. A Report for the EU Commission under the 1996/1997 Training Mobility Research
Programme.

Lindon, J. (2000). Early Years Care and Education in Europe. UK: Hodder and Stoughton.

Hennessy, E. and Flaherty, M. (2001). Priorities in Childcare Choice: Ireland and Japan Compared. Paper
presented at the Biennial Meeting of the SRCD, Minnesota.

Olmsted, P. and Montie, J. (Ed.) (2001). Early Childhood Settings in 15 Countries: What are their Structural
Characteristics? The IEA Pre-primary Project, Phase 2. Michigan: High/Scope Press.

Ryan, N. (2002b). "Insights into the Ecole Maternelle in France — Implications for Practice in the Republic of
Ireland."” pp. 333-343. (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century — Research,
Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference.

3.4.2 Evaluation / Meastoireacht:

Moss, P. (1994). The Early Childhood League in Europe: Problems and Possibilities in Cross-National
Comparisons of Levels of Provision. European Early Childhood Educational Research Journal, Volume 21, No.
2, pp. 5-7.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1999). Education Policy Analysis 1999 — Early
Childhood Education and Care. Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

3.4.3 Policy / Beartas:

Pugh, G. (1999). Towards a Policy for Early Childhood: A View from the UK (Paper). New Opportunities for
Women with the Centre for Social and Educational Research. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

3.5 NON-CENTRE-BASED SERVICES 3.5  SEIRBHISI NACH BHFUIL IONAD-

BHUNAITHE
A considerable amount of early childhood care and
education services are carried out in non-centre-based T4 roinnt mhaith seirbhisi chtiram agus oideachas

settings, such as childminders and after-school care. Luath-Oige ar fail i suimh nach bhfuil ionad-

This category also includes research in relation to bhunaithe, mar ata feighlithe leanai agus ctram iar-
outdoor play facilities (Webb, 1997; 1999). Pugh scoile. Airitear sa chatagéir seo taighde maidir le
(1999), Hennessy (2000; 2001) and the NCNA haiseanna stigartha faoin aer (Webb, 1997; 1999).
(2000a) examine the provision of after-school care in Scradaionn Pugh (1999), Hennessy (2000; 2001) agus
Ireland. Guidelines for childminders have been Cumann Naisitinta Naiscoileanna Leanai (2000a)
produced by Childminding Ireland (2000a), Murray solathar chdram iar-scoile in Eirinn. T4 treoirlinte
(2001a) and the Lagan Family Daycare Network d’fheighlithe leanaf tairgthe ag Feighleoireacht Leanaf
(2003). An integral part of the Strategic Plan 2001- Eireann (Childminding Ireland) (2000a), Murray
2006 of the COUnty Childcare Committees pertains to (2001a) agus ag Lionra Chlram Lae Theagh|a|gh an
childminding and non-centre-based services. Lagain (Lagan Family Daycare Network) (2003).

Baineann cuid riachtanach de Phlean Straitéiseach
2001-2006 na gCoisti Contae um Charam Leanai le
feighleoireacht leanai agus seirbhisi nach bhfuil
ionad-bhunaithe.

3.5.1 Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisidil:
Webb, M. (1997). Grounds for Play. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Bernard, J., Dolan, P., Power, J., Murphy, P. and McGrourty, J. (1998). Working Together for Children. A Guide
Towards Integration and Co-ordination of Services for Children and Young People between the Statutory,
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Voluntary and Community Sector. Castlebar: Working Together for Children Group.

Centre for Social and Educational Research (1998a). Study of Family Day Care (Childminding) Provision: An
Overview. Unpublished Report to the Subgroup on Resourcing and Sustaining Childcare within Urban
Disadvantaged Areas.

DHR for Ballymun Regeneration Ltd. (1998). Children’s Play. Questionnaire Analysis: ‘Where | Play’. Dublin:
Ballymun Regeneration Limited.
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Pugh, E. (1999). What Happens After School? A Study of After School Care. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Cross-Border Women'’s Network and Border Counties Childcare Network (2000). Cross-Border Women'’s
Network and Border Counties Childcare Network — Out of School Provision. Monaghan: Cross-Border
Women’s Network and Border Counties Childcare Network.
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Hennessy, E. (2000). What Happens in After-school Care? A Comparison of Childminders, Relatives and
Creches. Paper presented at the British Psychological Society Developmental Section Annual Conference,
Bristol.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2000a). After Schools — The Way Forward. Dublin: National
Children’s Nurseries Association.

3.5.2 Evaluation / Meastoireacht:
Craig, S. and Kernan, M. (1998). Family Day Care Provision (Childminding): An Overview. A Report to the
Expert Working Group on Childcare: Sub-Group on Resourcing and Sustaining Childcare within Urban

Disadvantaged Areas. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Craig, S., Ennis, P. and Walsh, R. (1998a). Family Day Care in Ireland: An Overview. Report Prepared for the
Expert Working Group on Childcare. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Webb, R. (1999). Public Policy on Children’s Play in Ireland. An Examination on Central and Local
Government Policies on Children’s Play in Public Areas. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research
and The Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin.

Hennessy, E. (2001). "Children’s Experiences in After-school Care." pp. 99-118. (in) Cleary, A., Nic Ghiolla
Phadraig, M. and Quin, S. Understanding Children, Volume 2: Changing Experiences and Family Forms. Cork:
Oak Tree Press.

3.5.3 Guidelines / Treoirlinte:

Childminding Ireland (2000a). Choosing your Childminder. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland.

Childminding Ireland (2000b). Guidelines for Good Practice for Childminders. Wicklow: Childminding
Ireland.

East Coast Area Health Board, South Western area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board (2001a).
Guidelines on Outdoor Play Facilities for Preschool Services. Dublin: East Coast Area Health Board, South
Western Area Health Board and Northern Area Health Board.

Murray, P. (Ed.) (2001a). The Childminding Handbook. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland and the Department for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Murray, P. (Ed.) (2001b). Lamhleabhar Cdram Leanai. Wicklow: Childminding Ireland and the Department for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Lagan Family Daycare Network (2003). Best Practice Guidelines for Childminders. Donegal: Lagan Family
Daycare Network.

3.5.4 Policy / Beartas:
McKenna, A. (1990). Childcare in Ireland: Challenge and Opportunity. Dublin: Employment Equality Agency.

Gilligan, R. (1991). Irish Childcare Services: Policy, Practice and Provisions. Dublin: Institute of Public




Administration.

Hayes, N., (1995). The Case for a National Policy on Early Education. Combat Poverty Agency Discussion
Paper No. 2. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Williams, J. and Collins, C. (1997). Childcare in Ireland. A Report to the Commission on the Family. Dublin:
Economic and Social Research Institute.

Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project (1998). Needs Led Planning for Quality Early Years Service in Rural
Areas. Enniskillen: Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

ISIS Research Group, Trinity College Dublin (1998). Caring for all our Futures: Policy Recommendations for
Establishing a National Childcare Strategy based on Successful NOW-funded Models. A Study conducted on
behalf of the National Women’s Council of Ireland.

Area Development Management (2000b). Progressing Equality Through Childcare. Dublin: Area Development
Management.

Barnardos (2000b). Review of Early Years Services. Internal Report, January 2000. (Unpublished).

Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly (2000). Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational
Programme 2000-2006. Roscommon: Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly.

Meath County Childcare Strategy Group (2000). Childcare Needs Survey — North and South Meath. Meath:
Trim Initiative for Development and Enterprise and North Meath Communities Development Association.

Planet Policy Document (2000). Childcare and Social Inclusion: Policy Measures for the Development and
Provision of Inclusive Quality Early Childhood Care and Education Services. Wexford: Planet Policy
Document.

Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly (2001). Southern and Eastern Regional Operational Programme
2000-2006. Waterford: Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly.

Ballymun Partnership (2002). Ballymun Childcare Task Force Action Plan 2001-2004. Dublin: Ballymun
Partnership.

Clare County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Clare:
Clare County Childcare Committee.

Cork City Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cork: Cork
City Childcare Committee.

Cork County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cork: Cork
County Childcare Committee.

Donegal County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Dublin/ Fingal County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Dublin: Dublin/ Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Dun Laoighaire/ Rathdown County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan
2001-2006. DUn Laoighaire/ Rathdown: Dun Laoighaire/ Rathdown County Childcare Committee.

Galway County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Galway:
Galway County Childcare Committee.

Limerick City Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Limerick:
Limerick City Childcare Committee.

Louth County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Louth:
Louth County Childcare Committee.

Midlands Health Board (2002). Midlands Health Board Childcare Strategy 2002-2004: Together We Can —
Action for Change. Tullamore: Midlands Health Board.
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Monaghan County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Monaghan: Monaghan County Childcare Committee.

Sligo County Childcare Committee (2002a). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Sligo:
Sligo County Childcare Committee.

Tipperary North County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Tipperary: Tipperary North County Childcare Committee.

Waterford County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Carlow County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Carlow:
Carlow County Childcare Committee.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Cavan:
Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Dublin City Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Dublin:
Dublin City Childcare Committee.

Kerry County Childcare Committee (2003b). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Kerry:
Kerry County Childcare Committee.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Kildare:
Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Kilkenny County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Kilkenny: Kilkenny County Childcare Committee.

Laois County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Laois:
Laois County Childcare Committee.

Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Leitrim:
Leitrim County Childcare Committee.

Limerick County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Limerick: Limerick County Childcare Committee.

Meath County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006. Meath:
Meath County Childcare Committee.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Roscommon: Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

Dublin South County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Dublin: Dublin South County Childcare Committee.

Tipperary South County Childcare Committee (2002). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Tipperary: Tipperary South County Childcare Committee.

Waterford City Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Wexford County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Wexford: Wexford County Childcare Committee.

Wicklow County Childcare Committee (2003). County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2001-2006.
Wicklow: Wicklow County Childcare Committee.



3.6 SCHOOL BASED SERVICES

A number of commentators focus on early childhood
care and education services in the formal school
system. Horgan (1995b) examines early childhood
education in a junior infant classroom. An overview of
early education in Ireland for children aged 7 years of
age, based on the IEA Pre-primary Project (Hayes,
O’Flaherty and Kernan, 1997a), is provided by Hayes
and Kernan (2001). The INTO (2000a) have issued the
proceedings of their early childhood conference,
convened in conjunction with St Patrick’s College,
Drumcondra, covering issues in relation to early
education in the infant classes of the primary school.
Butler (2002) examines the effects of integrated and
segregated learning environments on social
development.

3.6.1  Description/Analysis - Tuairiscitil/Anailisiuil:

3.6  SEIRBHISI SCOILBHUNAITHE

Dirionn roinnt trachtairi ar sheirbhisi charam agus

oideachas Luath-Oige sa chéras foirmiuil scolaiochta.

Scrudajonn Horgan (1995b) oideachas Luath-Oige i
seomrai ranga naionan soéisearach. Solathraionn
Hayes agus Kernan (2001) forbhreathnu ar luath-
oideachas in Eirinn do leanai ata seacht mbliana
d’aois, bunaithe ar Thionscadal Réamh-
Bhunscolaiochta an Chumainn Idirndisianta um
Meastbireacht Eachta Oideachasuil (IEA) (Hayes,
O’Flaherty agus Kernan, 1997a). T4 ndsanna
imeachta a chomhdhala Luath-Oige eisithe ag
Cumann Mdinteoiri Eireann (2000a) a tionoladh i
gcomhar le Colaiste Phadraig, Droim Conrach, agus
clidaitear saincheisteanna a bhaineann le luath-
oideachas i ranganna naionan na mbunscoileanna.
Scradaionn Butler (2002) na héifeachtai a bhionn ag
timpeallacht foghlama comhthaite agus deighilte ar
fhorbairt shéisialach.

Horgan, M. (1995a). The Implementation of Change: A Case study of a Convent Primary School in the West of

Ireland. Compare, Volume 25, No. 1, pp. 85-95.

Horgan, M. (1995b). Early Years Education in Ireland — A Case Study of One Junior Infant Class. Education

Today, Volume 3, No. 3, Autumn, pp. 6-9.

Hayes, N., O’Flaherty, J. with Kernan, M. (1997a). A Window on Early Education in Ireland. The First National
Report of the IEA Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Hayes, N., O’Flaherty, J. with Kernan, M. (1997b). A Window on Early Education in Ireland. Summary Report
of the IEA Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

O’Flaherty, J. and Hayes, N. (1997). The IEA Pre-primary Project in Ireland. International Journal of Early Years

Education, Volume 5, No. 1, March 1997, pp. 47-56.

Kernan, M. and Hayes, N. (1998). Teacher Expectations and the Learning Experiences of Four-Year-Olds in
Preschools and Primary School Settings. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 17, pp. 222-240.

Kernan, M. and Hayes, N. (1999). Parent and Teacher Expectations of 4-Year-Olds in Ireland. Early Years: An
International Journal of Research and Development, Volume 19, No. 2, pp. 26-37.

Kernan, M. (2000). Early Education in Ireland: Emerging Policy. Irish Educational Studies. Volume 19, pp. 175-

188.

Callard, M. and Holliday, B. (2001). Is School Always the Best Way to Start? Journal of Early Years Educators,

Volume 2, No. 9.

Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (2001). Seven Years Old: School Experience in Ireland. National Report of the IEA
Pre-Primary Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Butler, J. (2002). "The Differences in the Social Competency of Children who Attend Integrated Junior Infant
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