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It is with great pleasure that we present this research audit to
the early childhood care and education sector. This
publication marks the culmination of close to a year’s work
for the Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education (CECDE) but more importantly, recognises in
excess of a decade’s hard work by the sector. It highlights
the wealth of research that has been conducted in Ireland,
particularly in recent years. In so doing, it reflects, and
indeed contributes to the sector’s growing professional
identity and the developing professional status of early years
practitioners.

We are confident that this audit will provide a valuable
resource for the early childhood care and education sector.
Undoubtedly, it has benefits at practice level. Practice in
early childhood care and education needs to be supported,
strengthened and enhanced by research findings to ensure
optimal experiences for young children in the here and now
and positive outcomes for them later on. This audit provides
early years practitioners with sources of research on a
number of relevant themes, for example, educational
disadvantage, children’s rights, special needs and cultural
diversity, and as such, it has the capacity to deepen
understanding and stimulate reflection. The audit will also be
beneficial for parents and families who have such a crucial
impact on the development of their children. It will act as a
reference point for accessing information and further reading
on a number of themes. Students preparing for a career in
the sector will be made aware of the existing amount of
research available to date in the Irish context. This
publication will assist them in focusing in a more in-depth
manner on one or more of the themes presented to conduct
further research.

This audit also has important implications for policy and
research developments in the sector. Policies in relation to
early childhood care and education need to be given shape
and direction by research that provides reliable and valid
information and that makes evidence based
recommendations if we are to achieve the best for children.
Researchers and academics can utilise the audit in order to
review what already exists in certain areas of research and to
monitor research trends over an extended period of time. It
may also act as a catalyst for further research helping to
identify gaps and areas for exploration. Policy-makers will
benefit from having access to an empirical base of
information that may facilitate them in effecting reliable and
valid change. Ultimately, however, we hope that the most
important beneficiary will be the child, as the research
documented herein is used and translated into more
apposite quality practice and policy.

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION IN CONTEXT:

The early childhood care and education sector has
developed greatly in the last decade. As Minister Michael
McDowell described at the launch of the Model Framework
on Education, Training and Professional Development in the
Early Childhood Care and Education Sector (DJELR, 2002b)
in September 2002;

Cuireann sé athas orainn an t-iniichadh taighde seo a chur i
lathair na hearnala chiram agus oideachas na Luath-Oige.
Leis an bhfoilseachan seo tagann crioch le hobair bhliana,
nach mér, ar son an Larionaid um Fhorbairt agus Oideachas
na Luath-Oige (CECDE) ach nios tabhachtai aris, tugtar
aitheantas d’obair ata ar bun ag an earndil le breis is deich
mbliana anuas. Léirionn sé an saibhreas taighde ata &
dhéanamh in Eirinn, go hairithe le blianta beaga anuas. Mar
gheall air sin, léirionn sé, agus cuireann sé, leoga, le
céannacht phroifisiinta na hearnala ata ag dul i méid agus
le stadas proifisitinta chleachtoiri Luath-Oige, stadas ata ag
forbairt.

Taimid muinineach go solathréidh an t-inidchadh seo
acmhainn luachmhar don earnail chiram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige. Gan aon amhras, ta tairbhe ag baint leis ar
leibhéal an chleachtais. Ni mor tacu le cleachtas i gciram
agus oideachas na Luath-Oige, é a neart agus cur leis tri na
torthai a aimsionn taighde, chun eispéiris bharrmhaitheasa a
chinntit do leanai 6ga anseo agus san am i lathair, chomh
maith le torthai dearfacha déibh amach anseo. Solathraionn
an t-initchadh seo foinsi do thaighde ar roinnt téamai
abhartha do chleacht6iri na Luath-Oige, mar shampla,
mibhuntaiste oideachasuil, cearta leanai, riachtanais
speisialta agus éagsulacht chultdrtha, agus mar sin is féidir
go gcothdfai tuiscint ni ba dhoimhne agus go spreagfai
daoine chun machnaimh. Beidh an t-iniGchadh tairbheach
do thuismitheoiri agus do theaghlaigh freisin a mbionn
tionchar den mhorthdbhacht acu ar fhorbhairt a gcuid
leanai. Beidh sé mar phointe tagartha chun teacht ar eolas
agus ar abhar léitheoireachta eile faoi roinnt téamai.
Cuirfear mic léinn ata ag ullmha chun sli bheatha a bhaint
amach san earndil ar an eolas maidir leis an méid taighde
até ar fail suas go dti seo sa chomhthéacs Eireannach.
Cuideoidh an foilseachan seo leo dirit ar bhealach nios
doimhne ar nios mé taighde a dhéanamh ar théama amhain
né ar nios moé de na téamai ata curtha i lathair.

T4 ciallachais thabhachtacha ag an initichadh seo maidir le
forbairti beartais agus taighde san earnail. Ni mor beartais
maidir le ciram agus oideachas Luath-Oige a mhanlu agus a
threoru tri thaighde a sholathraionn eolas iontaofa agus baili
agus a dhéanann moltai bunaithe ar fhianaise ma taimid leis
an leas is fearr a bhaint amach do leanai. Is féidir le lucht
taighde agus lucht acadula Usaid a bhaint as an inidchadh
chun athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar a bhfuil ann cheana féin
i réimsi airithe taighde agus chun monatoireacht a
dhéanamh ar threochtai taighde thar thréimhse sinithe ama.
Is féidir go mbeadh sé mar chatalaioch freisin do nios mo
taighde a chuideoidh chun bearnai agus réimsi scradaithe a
aithint. Bainfidh lucht déanta beartais tairbhe as fail a
bheith acu ar bhonn eolais turgnamhach a d’théadfadh a
mbealach a éascu chun athra iontaofa agus baili a chur i
bhfeidhm. Ar deireadh, afach, ta suil againn gurb iad na
leanai is mo a bhainfidh leas as seo de réir mar a bhaintear
Usaid as an taighde ata luaite anseo istigh agus go n-
aistritear € go cleachtas agus beartas céiliochta at4 nios
oiridnai.

Curam agus Oideachas na Luath-Oige a chur i
gComhthéacs:

T& forbairt mhér tagtha ar an earndil chiram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige le deich mbliana anuas. Mar a 1



"It was only a few short years ago that the words ad hoc
were used to describe, and describe aptly, the childcare
sector in Ireland, including childcare training and education.
Such a description is no longer appropriate. We have moved
on since then and find ourselves with an emerging and
increasingly coherent childcare sector which has an evolving
professional identity."

This development has been influenced and catalysed by
profound social, economic, demographic and cultural
changes in Ireland in the last decade. Increased
employment, particularly among women, has led to growing
demand for quality early childhood care and education
services. There is also increased awareness of the importance
and subsequent benefits of appropriate experiences in the
formative years. These demands, allied with considerable
government and European Union funding through the Equal
Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) 2000-2006, has
led to increased provision. The voluntary, community and
private sector have largely provided this.

The issue of early childhood care and education has been
placed on the political agenda and a number of initiatives
such as the National Forum on Early Childhood Education
(Coolahan, 1998), the White Paper on Early Childhood
Education (DES, 1999a) and the National Childcare Strategy
(DJELR, 1999c) have raised awareness of the needs of the
sector at policy level. International commitments, by virtue
of Ireland’s ratification of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child in 1992 and the insistence of child
advocacy groups, led to the publication of the National
Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a) and the establishment of
the National Children’s Office in 2000. This audit evidences
an abundance of research in the late 1990s coinciding with
these developments at a national level. The CECDE has been
established within this context and will harness this
momentum to contribute to the continued development of
the sector.

BACkGROUND TO THE CECDE:

In 2001 the Minister for Education and Science asked the
Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) and St. Patrick’s College,
Drumcondra to jointly establish the Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education. The Centre was
launched in October 2002 to develop and co-ordinate early
childhood care and education in pursuance of the objectives
of the White Paper 'Ready to Learn’ (DES, 1999a). The
Centre’s brief covers children from O to 6 years of age in a
wide variety of settings, including families, nurseries,
créches, playgroups, grapa naionrai, childminders,
preschools and the infant classes of primary schools. This
remit is comprehensive, focusing on all care and education
settings for children O to 6 years of age, bridging many of the
traditional divides between education and care and between
the early years settings and the formal education system.

Within this context, the functions of the Centre (CECDE,
2001) include:

o The development of early childhood care and
education quality standards in relation to all

aspects of early childhood care and education

including equipment and materials, staff

2 qualifications, staff training, learning objectives,

chuir an tAire Micheal Mac Dhubhghaill sios air ag seoladh
an Chreat Mhunla Oideachais, Oilitina agus Forbartha
Phroifisitinta san Earnail Chiram agus Oideachas Luath-Oige
(DJELR, 2002b) i mi Mhean Fémhair 2002;

"It was only a few short years ago that the words ad hoc
were used to describe aptly, the childcare sector in Ireland,
including childcare training and education. Such a
description is no longer appropriate. We have moved on
since then and find ourselves with an emerging and
increasingly coherent childcare sector which has an evolving
professional identity."

Té& an fhorbairt seo tagtha faoi thionchar athruithe doimhne
séisialacha, eacnamaiocha, déimeagrafacha agus cultdrtha
in Eirinn le deich mbliana anuas, athruithe ata mar
chatalaioch ar fhorbairt freisin. Mar gheall ar mhéadu
fostaiochta, go hairithe i measc na mban, t4 ag méadua ar an
éileamh do chiram Luath-Oige agus ar sheirbhisi oideachais
cailiochta. T4 feasacht nios mo ann freisin ar an tabhacht a
bhaineann le agus ar an leas a thagann as eispéiris
oiriinacha sna blianta munlaitheacha. Mar gheall ar na
héilimh sin, chomh maith le maoinit nach beag 6n Rialtas
agus 6n Aontas Eorpach trid an gClar um Chomhdheiseanna
Charam Leanai (EOCP) 2000-2006, ta solathar nios mé ann.
Is iad na grupai deonacha, pobail agus priobhaideacha is mé
ata & sholéathar sin.

T4 saincheist chiram agus oideachas na Luath-Oige curtha
ar an gclar oibre polaititil agus ta feasacht ar riachtanais na
hearnala ag leibhéal na mbeartas méadaithe mar gheall ar
thionscnaimh cosuil leis an bhFéram Naisiinta um
Oideachas Luath-Oige (Coolahan, 1998), an Paipéar Ban
faoi Oideachas Luath-Oige (DES, 1999a) agus an Straitéis
Naisianta Chuiram Leanai (DJELR, 1999c). Mar gheall ar
cheangaltais idirnaisitnta, de thairbhe gur dhaingnigh Eire
Coinbhinsitn Chearta Leanai na Naisiiin Aontaithe sa
bhliain 1992, agus mar gheall ar sheasmhacht ghrapai
cosanta leanali, foilsiodh an Straitéis Naisilinta Leanai (DHC,
2000a) agus bunaiodh an Oifig Naisiunta Leanai sa bhliain
2000. T4 an t-iniuchadh seo mar fhianaise go ndearnadh
cuid mhor taighde go mall sna 1990idi a chomhtharla leis
na forbairti sin ar leibhéal naisiinta. Ba sa chomhthéacs sin
a bunaiodh an Larionad um Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na
Luath-Oige agus bainfidh sé leas as an moiminteam chun
cur le forbairt leantnach na hearnéla.

CULRA AN LARIONAID UM FHORBAIRT AGUS OIDEACHAS NA LUATH-
OIGE:

Sa bhliain 2001 d’iarr an tAire Oideachais agus Eolaiochta
ar Institiuid Teicneolaiochta Atha Cliath agus ar Cholaiste
Phadraig, Droim Conrach an Larionad um Fhorbairt agus
Oideachas na Luath-Oige a chomhbhun(. Seoladh an
Larionad i mi Dheireadh Fémhair 2002 chun ciram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige a fhorbairt agus a chomhordd chun
cuspoiri an Phaipéir Bhain ‘Ready to Learn’ (DES, 1999a) a
chur i bhfeidhm. Cludaionn dualgais an Larionaid leanai ata
idir naid agus sé bliana d’aois i réimse leathan suiomh lena
n-airitear teaghlaigh, naionrai, créches, grapai sugartha,
grapai naionrai, feighlithe leanai, réamhscoileanna agus
ranganna na naionan i mbunscoileanna. Té an sainchlram
seo cuimsitheach agus dirionn sé ar gach suiomh caraim
agus oideachais do leanai idir naid agus sé bliana d’aois,
agus ceanglaionn sé cuid mhaith de na scoilteanna a bhionn
ann go traidisiunta idir oideachas agus ctram agus idir
suimh na luathbhlianta agus an coras oideachais foirmiuil.

Sa chomhthéacs sin, airitear le feidhmeanna an Larionaid



teaching methodologies, curriculum and related
areas;

o The development of a support framework to
encourage compliance with quality standards by
early childhood care and education providers;

« The co-ordination and enhancement of early
childhood care and education provision, including
parental involvement, with a particular focus on
disadvantaged and special needs groups;

« The conducting and/or commissioning of research
and development through which best practice in
curriculum, teaching methodology and parental
involvement may be implemented and evaluated.

« Providing advice to the Minister for Education and
Science on all issues relating to early childhood
care and education

o The preparation of the groundwork for the
establishment of an Early Childhood Education
Agency as envisaged by the White Paper (DES,
1999a).

Quiality early childhood care and education experiences
provide not just a foundation for lifelong learning, but are
valued as essential responses to children’s needs and rights
(DHC, 2000a). Childhood is a period of rapid physical,
cognitive, emotional and social development and early
experiences impact on future development and behaviour
(Kellaghan and Greaney, 1993). Intervention, or the absence
of an intervention, has a serious impact on the rate of
development and this is especially true for children affected
by educational disadvantage and those with special needs
(Coolahan, 1998; DES, 1999a). Such interventions are of
maximum benefit where they are of a high quality and
designed especially for the needs of the individual child
(DES, 1999a; INTO, 2000a).

ReseARCH AuDIT/ REVIEW OF NATIONAL RESEARCH:

In the context of our research and development function,
one of the Centre’s initial tasks was to undertake a review of
national research in the area of early childhood care and
education (CECDE, 2003). We prioritised this piece of
research as it was felt that it would provide a valuable
insight into current research in the field, as well as aiding
the identification of existing voids. There had been no
review of publications pertaining exclusively to the early
childhood care and education sector. A number of audits
such as the Disability Related Research in Ireland 1996-
2001 (NDA, 2002a), the Innéasc Taighde conducted by An
Combhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaiochta
(O’Connor, 2002) and the collation of theses by the Early
Years Research Centre (UCC, 1997) detailed certain aspects
of research in the early years but this is the first
comprehensive audit of early childhood care and education
research. This audit represents a co-production with the
sector and it is largely due to the overwhelming response
from individuals and organisations that this publication has
been realised.

SCOPE OF THE REVIEW:

This audit focuses on research carried out in the Republic of
Ireland since 1990. As the remit of the CECDE covers
children aged 0-6 years of age, research relating to the infant
classes of primary schools is also included. Hayes (1998)
notes that there has been a remarkable rise in relation to

(CECDE, 2001):

o Forbairt ar chaighdedin chailiochta chiram agus
oideachas Luath-Oige maidir le gach gné de
charam agus oideachas Luath-Oige, lena n-airitear
trealamh agus abhair, cailiochtai foirne, oilitint
foirne, cuspdéiri foghlama, modheolaiocht teagaisc,
curaclam agus réimsi dbhartha;

« Creatlach thacaiochta a fhorbairt chun solathraithe
charam agus oideachas Luath-Oige a spreagadh
chun caighdeain chailiochta a chomhlionadh;

« Solathar charam agus oideachas Luath-Oige a
chomhordud agus a mhéadu, lena n-airitear
pairtiocht tuismitheoiri, le fécas ar leith ar ghrapai
ata faoi mhibhuntéiste agus ar ghrapai a bhfuil
riachtanais speisialta acu;

« Taighde agus forbairt a dhéanamh agus/né a
choimisiuna trinar féidir an cleachtas is fearr
maidir le curaclam, modheolaiocht teagaisc agus
pairtiocht tuismitheoiri a chur i bhfeidhm agus a
mheastobireacht.

o Combhairle a sholathar don Aire Oideachais agus
Eolaiochta maidir le gach saincheist a bhaineann
le ciram agus oideachas Luath-Oige

o Bunobair a ullmhi( do bhuni Ghniomhaireachta
um Oideachas Luath-Oige mar a shamhlaitear sa
Phaipéar Ban (DES, 1999a).

Ni amhain go solathraionn eispéiris chailiochta ar chlram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige bunis d’fhoghlaim ar feadh an
tsaoil, ach meastar iad a bheith mar fhreagrai riachtanacha
ar riachtanais agus ar chearta leanai (DHC, 2000a). Bionn
an oige mar thréimhse d’fhorbairt ghasta fhisiceach,
chognaioch, mhaoithneach agus shéisialach agus bionn
tionchar ag eispéiris luatha ar fhorbairt agus ar iompar sa
todhchai (Kellaghan agus Greaney, 1993). Bionn tionchar
tromchuiseach ag idirghabhdil, né easpa idirghabhéla, ar an
rata forbartha agus ta sé seo fior go hairithe i gcas leanai ata
faoi mhibhuntaiste oideachasuil agus leanai a bhfuil
riachtanais speisialta acu (Coolahan, 1998; DES, 1999a).
Baintear an t-uasmhéid leasa as idirghabhéil den chineal sin
nuair is d’ardchéiliocht i agus nuair a bhionn sé deartha go
speisialta do riachtanais an linbh aonair (DES, 1999a; INTO,
2000a).

INIUCHADH TAIGHDE/ ATHBHREITHNIU AR THAIGHDE NAISIUNTA!

| gcomhthéacs ar bhfeidhme taighde agus forbartha, ba iad
ceann de na tascanna ba thuisce a bhi ag an Larionad na
dul i mbun athbhreithnithe ar thaighde naisianta i réimse
chdram agus oideachas na Luath-Oige (CECDE, 2003). Bhi
an piosa taighde sin mar phriomhchdram againn de thairbhe
gur measadh go solathrédh sé léargas luachmhar ar thaighde
reatha sa réimse, agus go gcuideodh sé na bearnai atd ann
faoi lathair a aithint. Ni raibh aon athbhreithnit go dti sin ar
fhoilseachéin a bhaineann go heisiach leis an earnail
charam agus oideachas Luath-Oige. Bhi mionsonrai maidir
le gnéithe airithe de thaighde sna blianta luatha i roinnt
initichta cosuil leis an Taighde um Mhichumas in Eirinn
1996-2001 (NDA, 2002a), an tinnéacs Taighde a rinne An
Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaiochta
(O’Connor, 2002) agus tiomsu trachtas a rinne Larionad
Taighde na Luathbhlianta ach t&4 sé seo ar an gcéad
inidchadh cuimsitheach ar thaighde ar chiram agus
oideachas na Luath-Oige. Ta an t-iniGichadh mar léirit ar
chomhthairgeadh leis an earndil agus is mar gheall ar an
bhfreagra treascrach 6 dhaoine aonair agus 0 eagraiochtai a
bhfuil an foilseachan seo curtha i gcrich.

ScoOIP AN ATHBHREITHNITHE: 3



early years research since 1990, both in relation to academic
research and postgraduate research in third level institutions.
The essence of research prior to 1990 has been distilled and
brought forward into subsequent research.

We are surprised and delighted at the wealth of research
available in the Irish context. Close to 1100 individual
pieces of research were collected, collated and analysed,
which is an impressive quantity for a country whose early
childhood care and education sector has remained under-
resourced and under-developed over the years. This research
is presented under 12 themes with categories and sub-
categories and is introduced in chronological order to
facilitate the observation of evolution within the research
1990-2003.

The parameters of research material for the purposes of this
project were broad, incorporating books, chapters, journal
articles, conference papers, policy papers, submissions,
position papers, postgraduate theses/research and
international comparative studies. This inclusive
interpretation of research was employed to ensure the
diverse array of research, conducted in a variety of settings
and contexts, was adequately reflected in the audit, thus
improving its usefulness as a reference resource. Despite
extensive research and care in the completion of the audit, it
is inevitable that there may be research papers that were
omitted or perhaps incorrectly categorised. In this instance,
please contact the Centre and such publications will be
entered into or corrected in any future editions of the
research audit. New publications and corrections will be
entered on an ongoing basis into a searchable online
database available on the Centre’s website (www.cecde.ie)
and so will always be a current resource for the sector.

CHAPTER SUMMARIES:

The Methodology outlines the way in which this research
audit was conducted. It profiles the numerous approaches
and methods used in the collection of the data. It also
explains the division of the publications into 12 themes,
outlines the dynamic nature of the categories of analysis and
defines the sub-categories of analysis.

Chapter 1 traces publications in relation to Childhood and
Society in Ireland. It is prefaced with a commentary on the
sociological, economic, cultural and historical influences on
the development of early childhood care and education
services. We present publications under the category
headings of (a) childhood in Ireland, (b) economic
perspectives, (c) government publications, (d) historical
perspectives, (e) international perspectives and (f)
sociological perspectives.

Chapter 2 relates to The Developing Child in the Irish
context. In the introduction, we outline the holistic nature of
children’s development and learning and highlight the
importance of experiences in the early years on children’s
subsequent growth and development. Publications are
grouped in the following categories: (a) child development,
(b) child welfare, (c) government publications and (d)
international perspectives.

4 In Chapter 3, research publications regarding Early

Dirionn an t-inidchadh seo ar thaighde a rinneadh i
bPoblacht na hEireann 6 1990. De thairbhe go gcludaionn
sainchdram an Larionaid um Fhorbairt agus Oideachas na
Luath-Oige leanai ata idir naid agus sé bliana d’aois, airitear
taighde a bhaineann le ranganna na naionan i
mbunscoileanna chomh maith. Tugann Hayes (1998) faoi
deara go bhfuil méadu suntasach ann maidir le taighde ar na
luathbhlianta 6 1990 i leith, taighde acaduil agus taighde
iarchéime in institididi tria leibhéil araon. T scagadh déanta
ar eisint an taighde a rinneadh roimh 1990 agus tugadh ar
aghaidh é isteach sa taighde a rinneadh ina dhiaidh sin.

Té& iontas agus lichair orainn maidir leis an saibhreas
taighde ata ar fail sa chomhthéacs Eireannach. Bailiodh,
tiomsaiodh agus rinneadh anailis ar beagnach 1100 piosa
taighde, méid suntasach i dtir ina raibh an earnail chlram
agus oideachas Luath-Oige fagtha le ganntanas acmhainni
agus easpa forbartha thar na blianta. Bhi freagra iontach én
earndil ar scéala an initchta agus bhi iontas ginearalta ann
maidir leis an meid taighde ata ar fail i lathair na huaire in
Eirinn.

Bhi na paraiméadair d’abhar taighde leathan chun criche an
tionscadail seo, agus airiodh leabhair, caibidli, ailt in
irisleabhair, paipéir bheartais, aighneachtai, paipéir staide,
trachtais iarchéime/taighde iarchéime agus staidéir
idirnaisitinta chomparaideacha. Baineadh Usaid as an
lIéirmhinit cuimsitheach seo ar thaighde chun cinntit go
léireofai go hoiriinach san iniachadh an éagsulacht mhor
taighde a rinneadh i suimh agus i gcomhthéacsanna éagsula,
agus ag éiri as sin go bhfeabhséfai a aisitlacht mar
acmhainn tagartha. D’ainneoin taighde fhairsing agus
clraim agus an t-iniachadh a chur i gerich, nil aon dul as go
mb’fhéidir go bhfuil paipéir thaighde a fagadh ar lar né
b’fhéidir gur cuireadh sa chatagdir mhicheart iad. Sa chas
sin, téigh i dteagmhail leis an Larionad agus cuirfear na
foilseachain sin isteach no ceartéfar iad in aon eagran eile
den initchadh taighde a dhéanfar amach anseo. Cuirfear
foilseachdin nua agus ceartichain isteach ar bhonn
leantnach i mbunachar sonrai inchuardaithe ar-line, a
bheidh ar fail ar laithrean lionra an Larionaid
(www.cecde.ie), agus mar sin beidh sé i gconai mar
acmbhainn reatha don earnail.

ACHOIMRE AR CHAIBIDLI:

Déanann an Mhodheolaiocht imline ar an mbealach a
rinneadh an t-iniachadh taighde seo. Déantar préifil ar an
méid mor cur chuige agus modhanna ar baineadh Gséaid astu
agus na sonrai & mbailid. Minitear freisin mar a roinneadh
na foilseachain de réir dha théama déag, déantar imline ar
nadudr dinimicidil na gcatagoiri anailise agus sainmhinitear
na fochatagoiri anailise.

Tagraionn Caibidil 1 d’fhoilseachéain a bhaineann leis An
Oige agus An tSochai in Eirinn. Ta réamhra ann, ar
trachtaireacht é, ar thionchair shocheolaiochta,
eacnamaiocha, chultlrtha agus staire ar fhorbairt sheirbhisi
chdram agus oideachas Luath-Oige. Cuirimid foilseachain i
lathair faoi na ceannteidil chatagdire seo a leanas (a) an éige
in Eirinn, (b) peirspictiochtai eacnamaiocha, (c) foilseachain
Rialtais, (d) peirspictiochtai staire, (e) peirspictiochtai
idirnaisiunta agus (f) peirspictiochtai socheolaiochta.

Baineann Caibidil 2 leis An Leanbh até ag Forbairt sa
chomhthéacs Eireannach. Sa réamhra, déanaimid imline ar
naddr iomlanaioch fhorbairt agus thoghlaim leanai agus
Iéirimid an tabhacht a bhaineann le heispéiris sna



Childhood Services are outlined. We begin by discussing the
development of services over the last decade and by looking
at the steps that have been taken to progress their delivery
and improve their quality. Publications are classified under
the category headings of (a) centre-based preschool services,
(b) family supports, (c) government publications, (d)
international perspectives, (e) non-centre-based services and
(f) school-based services.

Chapter 4 regards the Quality of provision and services in
the early childhood care and education sector. In our
introduction, we emphasise the importance of quality
services in the early years and highlight that quality is a
dynamic and evolutionary concept that must address both
the tangible and non-tangible aspects of service settings. The
categories used to group publications include (a)
government publications, (b) international perspectives, (c)
quality indicators and (d) quality of service provision.

In Chapter 5, Parents and Families, we begin by describing
the economic and social changes that have impacted on
family life in Ireland. We discuss the crucial role of parents
and families in early childhood care and education.
Publications here are categorised under the headings of (a)
family supports, (b) government publications, (c)
international perspectives, (d) parental education and
training, (e) parental involvement in infant classes and (f)
partnership and participation.

Chapter 6 relates to Educational Disadvantage in the early
years. The introduction highlights educational disadvantage
as a multidimensional problem and emphasises the benefits
of early intervention initiatives. We present publications
under the category headings of (a) government publications,
(b) integrated approaches, (c) international perspectives, (d)
local initiatives, (e) school-based programmes and (f) socio-
economic disadvantage.

Chapter 7 focuses on children with Special Needs. The
introduction emphasises the added importance of early years
experiences for these children and looks at the nature of the
interventions required. Publications are grouped under the
category headings of (a) educational intervention and
development, (b) general disability, (c) government
publications, (d) inclusion and integration, (e) intellectual
disabilities and (f) physical and sensory disabilities.

In Chapter 8, Curriculum and Methodology, the
introduction outlines the different frameworks or approaches
to care and education in the early years. We classify
publications in the categories of (a) assessment, (b)
curriculum development, (c) curriculum implementation, (d)
curriculum philosophies, (e) government publications, (f)
international perspectives and (g) methodologies.

Chapter 9 focuses on Staffing, Training and Qualifications in
the early years sector. The introduction stresses the need for
a high standard of education and training for staff working in
the early years sector and outlines the developments at
policy level to achieve this. The categories used to group
publications include (a) delivery mechanisms/methodologies,
(b) education and training, (c) government publications, (d)
human resource management and (e) international
perspectives.

luathbhlianta ar thas agus ar fhorbairt leanai ina dhiaidh sin.
Ta foilseachain curtha i ngrapai de réir na gcatagoiri seo a
leanas: (a) forbairt leanai, (b) leas leanai, (c) foilseachain
Rialtais agus (d) peirspictiochtai idirnaisiunta.

| gCaibidil 3, déantar imline ar fhoilseachain taighde a
bhaineann le Seirbhisi Luath-Oige. Tosaimid tri phlé a
dhéanamh ar sheirbhisi le deich mbliana anuas agus tri
bhreathna ar na céimeanna até glactha chun seachadadh na
seirbhisi sin a chur chun cinn agus chun cailiocht na
seirbhisi a fheabhsu. T4 foilseachain rangaithe de réir na
gceannteideal catagoire seo a leanas (a) seirbhisi
réamhscoile lonnaithe in ionaid, (b) tacaiocht teaghlaigh, (c)
foilseachain Rialtais, (d) peirspictiochtai idirnaisitnta, (e)
seirbhisi nach bhfuil lonnaithe in ionaid agus (f) seirbhisi
lonnaithe i scoileanna.

Baineann Caibidil 4 le Cailiocht an tsolathair agus na
seirbhisi san earnail chiram agus oideachas Luath-Oige. Sa
réamhré anseo againn, cuirimid béim ar an tdbhacht a
bhaineann le seirbhisi cailiochta sna luathbhlianta agus
Iéirimid gur coincheap dinimiciuil agus éabhlodideach is ea
cailiocht a chaithfidh aghaidh a thabhairt ar na gnéithe
inldimhsithe agus dolaimhsithe araon a bhaineann le suimh
seirbhisi. | measc na gcatagoiri a mbaintear Gsaid astu chun
foilseachain a ghrapail ta (a) foilseachain Rialtais, (b)
peirspictiochtai idirnaisitnta, (c) tascairi cailiochta agus (d)
céiliocht sholathar seirbhisi.

| gCaibidil 5, Tuismitheoiri agus Teaghlaigh, tosaimid tri chur
sios a dhéanamh ar na hathruithe eacnamaiocha agus
sOisialacha a imrionn tionchar ar an saol teaghlaigh in
Eirinn. Déanaimid plé ar an r6l mérthabhachtach a bhionn
ag tuismitheoiri agus teaghlaigh i gciram agus oideachas
Luath-Oige. Cuirtear foilseachain sa chas seo i gcatagoiri
faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas (a) tacaiochtai teaghlaigh,
(b) foilseachain Rialtais, (c) peirspictiochtai idirndisitnta, (d)
oideachas agus oilitint do thuismitheoiri, (e) pairtiocht
tuismitheoiri i ranganna naionan agus (f) comhphairtiocht
agus rannphairtiocht.

Baineann Caibidil 6 le Mibhuntéiste Oideachasuil snha
luathbhlianta. Léirionn an réamhra mibhuntaiste
oideachasuil a bheith mar thadhb ilghnéitheach agus
cuirtear béim ar an leas a bhaineann le tionscnaimh
idirghabhala luath. Cuirimid foilseachain i lathair faoi na
ceannteidil chatagdire seo a leanas (a) foilseachain Rialtais,
(b) cur chuige chomhthaite, (c) peirspictiochtai idirnaisianta,
(d) tionscnaimh logéanta, (e) clair lonnaithe i scoileanna agus
(f) mibhuntaiste socheacnamaioch.

Dirionn Caibidil 7 ar leanai a bhfuil Riachtanais Speisialta
acu. Cuireann an réamhra béim ar an tabhacht bhreise a
bhaineann le heispéiris luathbhlianta i gcas na leanai seo
agus breathnaionn sé ar nadur na hidirghabhdla a bhionn
riachtanach. T& grupail déanta ar fhoilseachain faoi na
ceannteidil chatagoire seo a leanas (a) idirghabhail agus
forbairt oideachasuil, (b) michumas ginearalta, (c)
foilseachain Rialtais, (d) uilechuimsitheacht agus
comhthathd, (e) michumais intleachtacha agus (f) michumais
fhisiceacha agus chéadfaiocha.

| gCaibidil 8, Curaclaim agus Modheolaiocht, déanann an
réamhré imline ar na creatlai né ar an gcur chuige éagsuil i
leith ctraim agus oideachais sna luathbhlianta. Rangaimid
foilseachain sna catagdiri seo a leanas (a) meastoireacht, (b)
forbairt churaclaim, (c) cur i bhfeidhm curaclaim, (d)
fealsunacht curaclaim, (e) foilseachain Rialtais, (f)



Chapter 10 details research in relation to Irish Language
Education in early childhood care and education services.
The introduction highlights the early years as an optimum
period for language development and looks at the use of
Irish as a first and second language in both preschool and
school settings. We present the publications here under the
category headings of (a) bilingualism, (b) first language
acquisition, (c) government publications, (d) language
structure, (e) language use, (f) literacy, (g) parents and
families, (h) preschool education and care, (i) school-based
issues and (j) second-language acquisition.

Chapter 11 pertains to Cultural Diversity in the early years.
It is prefaced with a discussion of the importance of
responding to the needs of the growing numbers of children
attending care and education services from diverse cultural
and ethnic backgrounds. It stresses the value of an
intercultural approach. We group the publications here
under the category headings of (a) anti-racism, rights and
welfare, (b) culture and ethnicity, (c) education, (d)
government publications, (e) international perspectives and
(f) language.

In Chapter 12, we focus on Children’s Rights in society. The
introduction outlines policy developments in this area and
emphasises the importance of giving children a voice as

active citizens in our society. Publications are grouped under

the category headings of (a) government publications, (b)
promoting children’s voices and (c) protecting children’s
rights.

The Conclusions and Recommendations summarise the
main findings and highlights some of the gaps emerging in
the research collected to date. It makes a number of
recommendations, for example, the need for further research
to fill the current gaps and the importance of using research
to inform policy and practice.

The audit is provided in both English and Irish. The names of
authors and publications are provided in the language and
format in which they were published. In addition to the
categorisation of each publication, a full bibliography as
well as an author index is provided for your convenience.
We hope that this audit will provide a valuable resource for
all stakeholders in the early childhood care and education
sector. We would welcome your feedback on this
publication and we look forward to continuing to work with
you over the coming months and years.

peirspictiochtai idirnaisianta agus (g) modheolaiocht.
Dirionn Caibidil 9 ar Fhoireann, Qilitint agus Cailiochtai in
earndil na luathbhlianta. Cuireann an réamhra béim ar an
riachtanas atd ann d’oideachas d’ardchaighdean agus
d’oilidint do chomhaltai foirne a oibrionn in earnéil na
luathbhlianta agus déanann sé imline ar na forbairti ag
leibhéal na mbeartas chun é sin a bhaint amach. | measc na
gcatagdiri a mbaintear Gséid astu chun foilseachéin a
ghruapéil t& (a) meicniochtai/modheolaiocht seachadta, (b)
oideachas agus oilitint, (c) foilseachain Rialtais, (d)
bainistiocht ar acmhainni daonna agus (e) peirspictiochtai
idirnaisiunta.

Tugtar mionsonrai i gCaibidil 10 maidir le taighde a
bhaineann le hOideachas Gaeilge i seirbhisi charam agus
oideachas Luath-Oige. Léirionn an réamhra gur tréimhse de
mhérthabhacht i na luathbhlianta maidir le forbairt teanga
agus breathnaitear ar Usaid na Gaeilge mar mhéathairtheanga
agus mar an dara teanga i suimh réamhscoile agus scoile
araon. Cuirimid na foilseachdin seo i lathair faoi na
ceannteidil chatagoire seo a leanas (a) datheangachas, (b)
glacadh na mathairtheanga, (c) foilseachain Rialtais, (d)
struchtdr teanga, (e) Usaid teanga, (f) litearthacht, (g)
tuismitheoiri agus teaghlaigh, (h) oideachas agus cdram
réamhscoile, (i) saincheisteanna a bhaineann le scoileanna
agus (j) sealbhu na dara teanga.

Baineann Caibidil 11 le hEagsulacht Chultdir sna
luathbhlianta. Ta réamhré ann ina bpléitear an tdbhacht a
bhaineann le freagairt do riachtanais na leanai a
fhreastalaionn ar sheirbhisi ciraim agus oideachais a bhfuil
culrai éagsula cultdir agus eitneacha acu, lion leanai ata ag
dul i méid. Cuireann sé béim ar an luach a bhaineann le
cur chuige idirchultartha. Cuirimid na foilseachdin sa chas
seo i ngrapai faoi na ceannteidil chatagdire seo a leanas (a)
frithchiniochas, cearta agus leas, (b) cultdr agus eitneachas,
(c) oideachas, (d) foilseachain Rialtais, (e) peirspictiochtai
idirnaisitnta agus (f) teanga.

| gCaibidil 12, dirimid ar Chearta Leanai sa tsochai.
Déanann an réamhré imline ar fhorbairti beartais sa réimse
seo agus cuireann sé béim ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le
guth a thabhairt do leanai mar shaoranaigh ghniomhacha
inér sochai. Déantar grapail ar na foilseachain faoi na
ceannteidil chatagoire seo a leanas (a) foilseachain Rialtais,
(b) guthanna leanai a chur chun cinn agus (c) cearta leanai a
chosaint.

Déantar achoimre ar na priomhthorthai i Conclaidi agus
Moltai agus léiritear cuid de na bearnai ata ag teacht chun
cinn sa taighde a bailiodh go dti seo. Déantar roinnt moltai,
mar shampla, an riachtanas ata le nios moé taighde chun na
bearnai atd ann faoi lathair a lionadh agus an tabhacht a
bhaineann le hdsaid a bhaint as taighde chun beartas agus
cleachtas a chur ar an eolas.

T& an t-inidchadh ar fail i mBéarla agus i nGaeilge araon.
Ta ainmneacha na n-Gdar agus na bhfoilseachan curtha ar
fail sa teanga agus san fhormaid inar foilsiodh iad. Chomh
maith le gach foilseachan a bheith curtha i gcatagoir, ta
leabharliosta iomlan agus innéacs Udar curtha ar fail do do
chaoithitlacht. Ta suil againn go solathréidh an t-initichadh
seo acmhainn luachmhar do gach duine a bhaineann leis an
earnail chiram agus oideachas Luath-Oige. Cuirfimid failte
roimh aischothu uait ar an bhfoilseachan seo agus taimid ag
suil le leanuint ar aghaidh le bheith ag comhoibria leat sna
mionna agus sna blianta atd romhainn.



