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The provision of quality early childhood experiences cecde
requires cooperation, communication and mutual respect. The National Quality Framework Contre or Early Childhood
for Early Childhood Education Development & Education

There is an old saying that it takes a village to raise a
child. This idea of teamwork is central to quality in early
childhood care and education. In order to ensure this
quality, shared knowledge and understanding needs to be
communicated clearly among the team within the setting,
among other professionals involved with the child and
with the parents. This kind of communication should
also ensure respectful working relationships among all
adults involved in supporting the well-being, learning and
development of your child.

Pedagogy in early childhood is expressed by curricula or
programmes of activities which take a holistic approach

to the development and learning of the child and reflect
the inseparable nature of care and education.

Pedagogy refers to the wide range of strategies, techniques
and approaches that support your child’s development
throughout their care and education. It takes into
consideration the variety of relationships and experiences
that shape your child’s development and recognises the
connection between them. It also supports the active role
of each child within her/his own development, and so
looks at the learning potential of the ‘whole child’.

Play is central to the well-being, development and
learning of the young child.

Children interact, explore and make sense of the word
around them through play. Your child’s interactions with,
for example, other children, adults, materials, events and
ideas, are central to her/his well-being, development and
learning. As well as being a source of joy and achievement
for your child, play should also be a primary focus in
quality early childhood settings.
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About the CECDE

In 2001 the Minister for Education and
Science asked the Dublin Institute of
Technology and St. Patrick’s College,
Drumcondra to jointly set up, and
manage, the Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education (CECDE).

About Siolta

One of the main objectives of the
CECDE was to develop a set of national
standards for early childhood education
and this has since become known as
Siolta, the National Quality Framework
for Early Childhood Education.

Siolta and You

We hope that, as a parent, you find
Siolta useful in deciding which early
childhood setting will ensure the best
experiences for your child. For example,
Siolta has 16 Standards which — put
together — tell you how quality is
achieved in practice. So this document
could support you in making informed
choices for your child.

How can you use Siolta?

Ask questions

If you have a child who’s already in
an early childhood setting, or if you
are considering a setting, use the
following statements from Siolta to
think about the level of quality this
setting provides:

A poster which lists the 12 Principles of Siolta, broad
statements on which the Framework is based. These
Principles are listed and explained overleaf. There are two
versions of the poster — one has an English cover with
Irish text on the back, and the other has an Irish cover
with English text on the back. The idea is that these can
be hung up together in whichever of the two languages
you prefer.

A leaflet which lists the Principles and Explanatory
Notes in both English and Irish. The whole Framework
is based on these so it was felt that it was important to
have them separate.

The Handbook contains all the background information
on Siolta — how we developed it, its characteristics, a
useful glossary and other material.

4 Manuals — one for each of the four categories of early
childhood settings that Siolta is aimed at. These are
Full and Part-time Daycare, Childminding, Infant
Classes in Primary Schools and Sessional Services
(services that offer up to 3.5 hours in each session, e.g.
playgroups). Each one contains the same introduction
and resources section.

Each Manual contains the 12 Principles on which

Siolta is based; 16 Standards which, along with the
Components, translate the Principles into more practice-
based guidelines. There are then Signposts for Reflection
which are made up of questions followed by bullet-points
called Think-Abouts. These are discussion points to help
the practitioner (teacher/childminder/childcare worker
and so forth) reflect on their work. They have been
divided up into three age categories where appropriate

— birth to 18 months, 12 — 36 months and 2% to 6 years.
The Think-Abouts are also edited to be appropriate

for each of the four settings — so for example, the
Childminding Manual won’t refer to classroom situations
and so on.

Sample Standard, Components,
Signpost and Think-Abouts:
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Where can I find Siolta?

The various elements of Siolta — poster, leaflet, Handbook
(including the CD ROM) and 4 Manuals aimed at Full and
Part-time Daycare, Sessional Services, Infant Classes and
Childminding, are all available from the CECDE directly.

These are free but there is a postage charge where necessary.

We can be contacted at:

Gate Lodge,

St. Patrick’s College,
Drumcondra,
Dublin 9

Tel: 018842110

Fax: 01 8842111

Email:  early.childhood@spd.dcu.ie
Website: www.cecde.ie

They can also be found on the Siolta website
at www.siolta.ie.

Siolta is a quality assurance programme that
relies on a number of people to enhance the
quality of early childhood experiences for
children aged from birth to six years. As a
parent, you have a key role in this process, as
nobody knows your child, their abilities and
their needs, better than you do.

We hope that this Parents’ Guide provides you
with the information that you need when it
comes to making informed decisions about

the kind of care and education settings that
you choose for your child. It may, for example,
be useful when you try to decide whether the
setting is of high quality, as it provides you
with principles that should guide such quality.
Likewise, it may provide you with enough
information to feel confident asking questions
about particular aspects of your child’s care
and education. The important thing is that it
supports and informs you in whatever decisions
you make around your child’s early experiences.

www.siolta.ie www.cecde.ie

UNDP | " “
'\ vy
NATION EVELOPMENT PLAN pa—

arboppasrmmm Aq ubissp




