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Quality

The quality of ECCE services has come to the
fore of Irish policy and practice in recent years.
Recent developments, for example the EOCP
(2000-2006), and the establishment of the CCCs
and the CECDE, has provided a renewed
impetus for the development of quality in the
Irish context. Research is of critical importance
to ensure that the development of the sector in
quantitative terms is accompanied by a
concomitant emphasis on the quality of the
experiences we provide for our youngest
children in ECCE settings.

The theme of Quality within ECCE services is
comprised of research that is generic in nature
rather than specific to any of the sixteen
national Standards of Siolta. It consists of 113
publications, which have been divided into the
following sub-themes following a process of
thematic analysis:

* Quality — Developing Policy [37]
* Quality — Developing Practice [16]

* Quality Assurance/ Improvement
Programmes [30]

e Defining Quality [6]
e Assessing Quality [15]
e Supporting Quality [9]

Quality — Developing Policy

Owing to the participatory and consultative way
in which policy has been developed in recent
years, a large number of documents and
publications are contained within the sub-
theme, Quality — Developing Policy. Area
Development Management (2002) and the
National Development Plan Community Support
Framework Evaluation Unit (2003) produced
evaluations of aspects of the EOCP that
impacted on the further development of the
quality strand within the programme. Overviews
of the level of quality in ECCE services in Ireland
have been provided by a number of researchers,
including Bernard (2002a), Carswell (2002),
Hayes (1992b; 1996b; 2002b), Horgan and
Douglas (2001) and the IPPA (2001; 2002a). The
development of Siolta, the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood Education, by
the CECDE has generated a large volume of
research to underpin and inform its content and
processes. Most particularly, it is supported by
"four pillars of research’, three of which look at
quality in the Irish context (CECDE, 20043;

Cailiocht

Thug beartas agus cleachtas na hEireann le
blianta beaga anuas aghaidh ar chailiocht na
seirbhisi COLO. Spreag forbairti a tharla le
déanai, mar shampla an EOCP (2000-2006) agus
bunu na CCCanna agus an CECDE forbairt na
cailiochta i gcomhthéacs na hEireann aris.
Baineann tabhacht shuntasach le taighde chun a
chinntit mar a fhorbraitear an earnail i
dtéarmai cainniochtula, leagtar béim ag an am
céanna ar chailiocht an taithi a chuirimid ar fail
dar leanai is 6ige i suimh COLO.

Cuimsionn an téama Cailiocht laistigh de
sheirbhisi COLO taighde ginearalta in ait
taighde a bhaineann go sonrach le haon cheann
de na sé Chaighdean naisiinta déag de Siolta.
Cuimsionn sé 113 foilseachan, a roinneadh sna
fo-théamai seo a leanas i ndiaidh anailise
téamai:

e Cailiocht — Ag Forbairt Beartais [37]

e Cailiocht - Ag Forbairt Cleachtais [16]

e Clair Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe Cailiochta [30]
e Cailiocht a Shainmhiniu [6]

e Cailiocht a Mheas [15]

° Ag Tacu le Céiliocht [9]

Cailiocht — Ag Forbairt Beartais

Mar thoradh ar an mbealach rannphairteach
agus comhchomhairleach inar forbraiodh an
beartas le blianta beaga anuas, cuimsionn an fo-
théama Cailiocht — Ag Forbairt Beartais lion mér
caipéisi agus foilseachan. Thairg Bainistiocht
Forbartha Ceantair (2002) agus Aonad
Meastoéireachta Chreatlach Thacaiochta Phobail
an Phlean Forbartha Naisiinta meastéireachtai
ar ghnéithe an EOCP a raibh tionchar acu ar
fhorbairt bhreise an tsnaithe chailiochta laistigh
den chlar. Thug roinnt taighdeoiri, lena n-
airitear Bernard (2002a), Carswell (2002), Hayes
(1992b; 1996b; 2002b), Horgan agus Douglas
(2001) agus an IPPA (2001; 2002a) forbhreathnu
ar leibhéal na cailiochta i seirbhisi COLO in
Eirinn. Ghin forbairt Siolta, an Chreatlach
Naisiunta Chailiochta d'Oideachas na Luath-
Oige, ag an CECDE lion mér taighde chun a
abhar agus a phroiseas a thacu agus a threoru.
Tugann ‘ceithre philéar taighde’ tacaiocht
shonrach d¢, le tri cinn acu ag féachaint ar
chéiliocht i gcomhthéacs na hEireann (CECDE
2004a; 2004b; 2005a; 2005¢) agus an ceathru
ceann ag tabhairt comparaid trasnaisitnta idir
cailiocht i sé dhlinse idirnaisiunta (CECDE,



2004b; 2005a; 2005¢) and a fourth that provides
a cross-national comparison of quality in six
international jurisdictions (CECDE, 2005b).
Individual presentations and articles on the
development of Siolta have also been
documented by CECDE staff, including Duignan
(20043a; 2004b; 2004c; 2005a; 2005b; 2006b),
Kiernan (2003b), Schonfeld (2004b; 2004e),
Schonfeld and Kiernan (2003) and Walsh (2005a;
2006b). Proceedings of the international
conference hosted by the CECDE in 2004 have
been published (CECDE, 2005d), while a number
of individual contributions to these are also
contained in this sub-theme (De Valera, 2005;
Duignan, 2005a; Hayes, 2005b; Schonfeld, 2005;
Urban, 2005; Walsh, 2005a).

2005b). Rinne foireann an CECDE cur sios ar
ldithreoireachtai agus ailt aonair ar fhorbairt
Siolta freisin, lena n-airitear Duignan (2004a;
2004b; 2004c; 2005a; 2005b; 2006b), Kiernan
(2003b), Schonfeld (2004b; 2004e), Schonfeld
agus Kiernan (2003) agus Walsh (2005a; 2006b).
Foilsiodh imeachtai na comhdhéla naisiinta a
raibh an Larionad mar 6stach uirthi (CECDE,
2005d) agus cuimsitear roinnt aighneas aonair
on gcomhdhail sin san fho-théama seo freisin
(De Valera, 2005; Duignan, 2005a; Hayes, 2005b;
Schonfeld, 2005; Urban, 2005; Walsh, 2005a).
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Duignan, M. (2004a). The Best for Children — Developing Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education
in Ireland. Paper presented at Diversity in Early Years Education: A North/ South Project, Newry, April
2004.

Duignan, M. (2004b). Talking About Quality: Report of a Consultation Process on Quality in Early
Childhood Care and Education (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global
Village: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 32-55.

Duignan, M. (2004c). A Report of a National Consultation towards the Development of a National
Quality Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education. Paper presented at EECERA Conference,
Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis, Malta, September 2004.

Duignan, M. (2005a). Reflections on a National Review of Policy, Research and Practice in Ireland (in)
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ -
Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education, pp. 70-79.

Duignan, M. (2005b). Talking About Quality: Report of a Consultation Process on Quality in Early
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Duignan, M. (2006b). Parents’ Perspective on Quality in EC Care and Education. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University
College Cork, April 2006.

Hayes, N. (1992b). Good Quality Early Childhood Care and Education: Issues and Trends. Paper presented
at Quality Early Childhood Care and Education in the 1990s. Dublin: OMEP Ireland.

Hayes, N. (1996b). Quality in Early Education. Irish Educational Studies, Volume 15, Spring, pp. 1-13.

Hayes, N. (2002b). Quality in Early Childhood Education. Presentation to the National Children’s
Nurseries Association Annual Conference, Dublin Castle.
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Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (2001). Some Aspects of Quality in Early Childhood Education (in) Cleary, A.,
Nic Ghiolla Phadraig, M. and Quin, S. (Eds.) (2001a). Understanding Children, Volume 1 — State,
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Kiernan, G. (2003b). Developing Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland. Paper
presented at Towards Quality Childcare Provision in Carlow, November 2003.

Langford, S. (2003). Striving for Quality Childcare. Paper presented at the National Children’s Nurseries
Association Annual Conference, Dublin Castle.

Leitrim County Partnership Company (2000). Towards Universal Quality Childcare Provision — A Seven
Year Plan. Leitrim: Leitrim County Partnership Company.

National Development Plan Community Support Framework Evaluation Unit (2003). Evaluation of the
Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006. Dublin: National Development Plan Community
Support Framework Evaluation Unit.



Office of the Minister for Children (2006a). National Guidelines for Childminders. Dublin: Office of the
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Schonfeld, H. (2004b). Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland: The Role of the CECDE. Paper
presented at Sligo Family Support Limited Annual Conference, Sligo, April 2004.

Schonfeld, H. (2004€). Best Practice in Early Childhood Care and Education. Paper presented at Best
Practice in Children’s Services Conference, Doing our Best for Children and Young People, Kilkenny,
October 2004.

Schonfeld, H. (2005). Foreword (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.)
(2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood
Development and Education, pp. 6-7.

Schonfeld, H. and Kiernan. G. (2003). The Best for Children — Building a Quality Early Childhood Care
and Education System in Ireland: The Story so Far. Paper presented at Equality: Quality in Early
Childhood Education Conference, Prague, October 2003.

Urban, M. (2005). Quality, Autonomy and the Profession (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 30-45.

Walsh, T. (2005a). Quality; A Global Issue? An International Review of Quality in Early Childhood Care
and Education 1990-2004 (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d).
‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Education, pp. 162-177.

Walsh, T. (2006b). Insights on Quality: A National Review of Policy, Practice and Research Relating to

Quiality in Early Childhood Care and Education in Ireland 1990-2004 (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)

Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 184-192.

Quality - Developing Practice

Quality — Developing Practice has also been the
subject of a number of pieces of research.
Guidance and support for the development and
improvement of quality within settings has been
produced by Canavan (2000), Daly (2003) and
the Western Health Board (2000). A specific
focus on quality ECCE services in rural areas has
been documented by the Cross-border Rural
Childcare Project (1998) and Hayes and Moore
(1998). Childminding Ireland (2000b), the Lagan
Family Daycare Network (2003), McGeeney
(2004), McGrath (2004) and Murray (2004) focus
on the development of quality experiences for
young children in childminding settings, while
Westmeath CCC (2006) provide guidance on
establishing and operating quality school-age
childcare. The NCNA (1990; 1998; 2003b) have
produced and updated guidance to ensure
quality experiences for children attending
nurseries in Ireland.

Bhain roinnt piosai taighde le Céiliocht — Ag
Forbairt Cleachtais freisin. Thairg Canavan
(2000), Daly (2003) agus Bord Slainte an larthair
(2000) treoir agus tacaiocht d'fhorbairt agus
feabhsu céiliochta laistigh de shuimh. Bhi focas
ar leith ag an Tionscadal CUraim Leanai Tuaithe
Trasteorann (1998) agus Hayes agus Moore
(1998) ar sheirbhisi COLO ar chaighdean ard i
limistéir tuaithe. Dirionn Feighliocht Leanai
Eireann (2000b), Lionra Curaim Lae Teaghlach
an Lagain (2003), McGeeney (2004), McGrath
(2004) agus Murray (2004) ar fhorbairt eispéireas
ar ardchaighdean do leanai 6éga i suimh chdraim
leanai agus tugann CCC na hlarmhi (2006) treoir
faoi conas ciram lae ar chaighdeéan ard a bhunu
agus a fheidhmiu do leanai ag aois scoile.
D’eisigh agus nuashonraigh an NCNA (1990;
1998; 2003b) treoir chun a chinntid go mbionn
taithi ar ardchaighdedan ag leanai a
fhreastalaionn ar naiolanna in Eirinn.

Canavan, A. (2000). Quality Childcare in the Workplace — A Step-by-Step Guide for Employers. Dublin:
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Executive Summary. Kerry: Kerry County Childcare Committee.
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Daycare Network.

McGeeney, L. (2004). Standards for Childminding in Ireland. Paper presented at Quality and Standards
in Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

McGrath, D. (2004). Quality Assurance in Childminding. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

Murray, P. (2004). A Child’s Experience of Quality. Paper presented at Quality and Standards in
Childminding Conference, Mullingar, June 2004.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (1990). Quality Nursery Care for Your Child. Dublin: National
Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (1998). Towards Quality Daycare. Dublin: National Children’s
Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003b). Towards Quality Daycare — Minimum Quality
Standards in a Nursery. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Western Health Board (2000). A Guide to Quality Practice in Pre-school Services. Galway: Western
Health Board.

Westmeath County Childcare Committee (2006). A Guide to Developing a Quality School Age Childcare
Programme. Westmeath: Westmeath County Childcare Committee.

Quality Assurance/ Improvement

Programmes

Mar thoradh ar fhorbairt agus tabhairt isteach
The development and introduction of a range raon Clar Deimhnithe/Feabhsaithe Cailiochta,
of Quality Assurance/ Improvement Programmes gineadh go leor taighde faoina gcur i bhfeidhm
has led to the generation of a significant range agus a meastoéireacht. D'fhoilsigh an BCCN
of research on their implementation and (2004; 2005) sonrai a gclair deimhnithe
evaluation. The BCCN (2004; 2005) have cailiochta agus na meicniochtai meastinachta
published details of their quality assurance lena mbaineann. Rinne Brennan agus Joyce
programme and its accompanying assessment (2006), an IPPA (2002c; 2003) agus Murphy
mechanisms. The IPPA Quality Improvement (2004) cur sios ar Chlar Feabhsaithe Cailiochta an
Programme has been documented by Brennan IPPA. Bhain go leor laithreoireachtai agus alt le
and Joyce (2006), the IPPA (2002c; 2003) and foireann an CECDE le foilsiu Siolta, an



Murphy (2004). The publication of Siolta, the
National Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education (CECDE, 2006a), has been the subject
of many presentations and articles by CECDE
staff, including Duignan (2005d; 2006a),
Duignan and Walsh (2006), Duignan et a/.
(2006), Fallon (2005b; 2005¢; 2006a; 2006b),
Fallon and Walsh (2006), Kiernan (2003a),
Schonfeld (2004d) and Walsh (2005d; 2006c¢).
Corbett (2003), Hooper (2005; 2006) and the
NCNA (2003c; 2006) have documented the
development and implementation of the NCNA
Centre of Excellence Award. Research has also
been published on the Childminding Ireland
quality awareness programme (Hayes Murray,
2003), the High/Scope quality assurance
programme (High/Scope Ireland, 2003; Madigan,
2005) and the Montessori certification process
(St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland
(2003a; 2003b).

Chreatlach Naisiinta Chailiochta d'Oideachas na
Luath-Oige (CECDE, 2006a), Duignan (2005d;
2006a), Duignan agus Walsh (2006), Duignan et
al. (2006), Fallon (2005b; 2005¢; 2006a; 2006b),
Fallon agus Walsh (2006), Kiernan (2003a),
Schonfeld (2004d) agus Walsh (2005d; 2006c¢) ina
measc. Rinne Corbett (2003), Hooper (2005;
2006) agus an NCNA (2003c; 2006) cur sios ar
fhorbairt agus cur i ngniomh Gradam lonaid
Feabhais an NCNA. Foilsiodh taighde freisin ar
chlar um fheasacht ar chailiocht Fheighliocht
Leanai Eireann (Hayes Murray, 2003), clar
deimhnithe cailiochta High/Scope (High/Scope
Ireland, 2003; Madigan, 2005) agus proiseas
creidiunaithe Montessori (St. Nicholas
Montessori Society of Ireland, 2003a; 2003b).
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Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 166-173.
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Defining Quality

Research relating to Defining Quality in the Irish
context has also increased significantly in recent
years. David (2005) documented the impact of
research on how quality is defined in ECCE
services. The Centre for Social and Educational
Research has produced a report on the multiple
perspectives on quality that exist in Ireland from
a range of stakeholders, including children
(Mahony and Hayes, 2005; 2006a; 2006b; 2006c).

Le blianta beaga anuas, ta méadu suntasach
tagtha ar thaighde ar Chailiocht a Shainmhiniu i
gcomhthéacs na hEireann. Rinne David (2005)
cur sios ar thionchar an taighde ar conas a
shainmhinitear an chailiocht i seirbhisi COLO.
Thairg an tlonad um Thaighde Séisialta agus
Oideachais tuairisc faoi na peirspictiochtai
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Supporting Quality

In tandem with defining and assessing quality,
the important issue of Supporting Quality in the
Irish context has formed the subject of a number
of pieces of research. Brennan (2005a), Duignan
(2005c¢), Joyce (2006a; 2006b) and Joyce and
Leyden (2005) suggest mechanisms to support
quality in ECCE and school-age childcare settings,
including play, the professional development of
practitioners and action research. French (2000b;
2003) produced comprehensive guidelines for
early years settings to support best practice. The
role of the EOCP in supporting the quality of
services has been documented by Moreau (2005),
while Pobal (2006a) has published a report on the
contribution of the CCCs and the National
Voluntary Childcare Organisations to advancing
the quality agenda.

Le cois cdiliocht a shainmhinii agus a mheas, bhain
roinnt piosai taighde leis an tsaincheist
thabhachtach maidir le Tacu le Cailiocht i
gcomhthéacs na hEireann. Molann Brennan
(2005a), Duignan (2005c), Joyce (2006a; 2006b)
agus Joyce agus Leyden (2005) meicniochtai chun
tacu le cailiocht i suimh COLO agus i suimh
churaim leanai do leanai ag aois scoile, lena n-
airitear sugradh, forbairt ghairmiuil cleachtoiri
agus taighde feidhmeach. D’eisigh French (2000b;
2003) treoirlinte cuimsitheacha do shuimh na
mblianta luatha chun tacu le dea-chleachtas. Rinne
Moreau (2005) cur sios ar rol an EOCP maidir le
tacu le cailiocht seirbhisi, agus d'fhoilsigh Pobal
(2006a) tuairisc faoi conas a chabhraigh CCCanna
agus Eagraiochtai Deonacha Naisiunta Clraim
Leanai le cur chun cinn an chlair oibre cailiochta.
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