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Rights of the Child

Children’s Rights have come to the fore of Irish
policy development in recent years, most
particularly since Ireland ratified the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) (UN, 1989) and developed a response
to its implementation in the form of the
National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a). The
establishment of the Children’s Rights Alliance
has also ensured that this important topic
remains high on the policy and practice agenda
for ECCE.

Rights of the Child is one of the national
Standards of Siolta and is represented within
the Second Edition of the Audit of Research by
59 publications. These have been listed within
the following two sub-themes:

e Children’s Rights — Policy and Practice [48]
e Children’s Voices and Participation [11]

Children’s Rights — Policy and Practice

The larger sub-theme relates to Children’s Rights
— Policy and Practice. Barnardos (2002b) and the
DHC (2001b) documented the proceedings of
the World Forum for Children in 2001 from an
Irish perspective. Brennan and McCormack
(2004), the Council for Social Welfare (1991), the
Department of Foreign Affairs (1996), the
National Children’s Office (2005b), Ui Ainin
(2004a) and the United Nations (1998) have
produced commentary and reports relating to
Ireland’s commitments and actions under the
UNCRC (UN, 1989). The Children’s Rights Alliance
have produced a number of submissions and
reports relating directly to Ireland’s
implementation of the provisions of the UNCRC
(Children’s Rights Alliance, 1997; 1998; 2000;
2006b) and to campaign for increased funding
for children at a national level (Children’s Rights
Alliance, 2002; 2005). It has also been
instrumental in informing policy at a national
level through a number of submissions
(Children’s Rights Alliance, 2003a; 2003b). The
publication of the National Children’s Strategy
(DHC, 2000a; 2000b; 2000c; 2000d; 2000e; 2000f)
has proved a major milestone in the promotion
of the rights of the child in Ireland, and this
document has been analysed by Pinkerton
(2001). The establishment of the office of the
Ombudsman for Children (Butler Scally, 2004;
DHC, 2002c; 2002d) also represents another step
forward in advancing children’s rights in Ireland,
and Martin (2004) has examined the operation

Cearta an Phaiste

Tugadh tosaiocht do Chearta an Phaiste i
bhforbairt beartais na hEireann le blianta beaga
anuas, go hairithe 6 dhaingnigh Eire
Coinbhinsiun na Naisiun Aontaigh ar Chearta an
Linbh (UNCRC) (UN, 1989) agus d'fhreagair siad
da chur i bhfeidhm leis an Straitéis Naisiunta
Leanai (DHC, 2000a). Le bunld an Chomhaontais
um Chearta Leanai, rinneadh cinnte go mbionn
an t-dbhar tabhachtach seo i gcdnai chun
tosaigh ar an gclar oibre beartais agus cleachtais
do COLO.

Ta Cearta an Phaiste ar cheann de na sé
Chaighdean naisiunta déag de Siolta agus ta 59
foilseachan ina leith sa Dara hEagran den
Iniuchadh Taighde. Liostaiodh iad faoin dha fho-
théama seo a leanas:

* Cearta Leanai — Beartas agus Cleachtas [48]
* Gloir agus Rannphéirteachas Leanai [11]

Cearta Leanai — Beartas agus Cleachtas

Baineann an fo-théama nios moé le Cearta
Leanai — Beartas agus Cleachtas. Thaifead
Barnardos (2002b) agus an DHC (2001b)
imeachtai an Fhéraim Dhomhanda do Leanai i
2001 6 pheirspictiocht na hEireann. D’eisigh
Brennan agus McCormack (2004), an Chomhairle
Leasa Shaisialaigh (1991), an Roinn Gnoéthai
Eachtracha (1996), an Oifig Naisiunta Leanai
(2005b), Ui Ainin (2004a) agus na Naisiuin
Aontaithe (1998) trachtaireacht agus tuairisci a
bhaineann le tiomantais agus gniomhartha
Eireann faoi UNCRC (UN, 1989). Thairg an
Comhaontas um Chearta an Linbh roinnt
aighneas agus tuairisci a bhaineann go direach
le cur i bhfeidhm fhoralacha UNCRC in Eirinn
(an Comhaontas um Chearta an Linbh, 1997;
1998; 2000; 2006b) agus chun iarratas a
dhéanamh ar mhaoiniu breise do leanai ag
leibhéal naisiinta (an Comhaontas um Chearta
an Linbh, 2002; 2005). Chabhraigh roinnt
aighneas a rinne an Comhaontas le beartas ag
leibhéal naisitinta a threoru freisin (an
Comhaontas um Chearta an Linbh, 2003a;
2003b). Bhi foilsiti na Straitéise Naisiinta Leanai
(DHC, 2000a; 2000b; 2000c; 2000d; 2000e; 2000f)
mar chéim mhér chun tosaigh i gcur chun cinn
chearta an linbh in Eirinn, agus rinne Pinkerton
(2001) anailis ar an gcaipéis seo. Léirionn bunu
oifig an Ombudsman do Leanai (Butler Scally,
2004; DHC, 2002c; 2002d) céim mhor eile chun
tosaigh maidir le cearta leanai a chur chun cinn
in Eirinn, agus scradaigh Martin (2004) feidhmiu



of this important role. Overviews of the legal
status of the child in Ireland have been detailed
by a number of commentators, including Hayes
(2001b; 2002a), Kilkelly (2006), Lynch (1998),
Martin (2000; 2006), Richardson (2001) and
Shannon (1999; 2000; 2001). A specific focus on
the rights of refugee and asylum seeker children
(Stapleton and Fanning, 2002) and children in
care (Western Health Board, 2001) has also been
researched in the Irish context.

an réil thabhachtaigh sin. Thug roinnt
trachtairi, lena n-airitear Hayes (2001b; 2002a),
Kilkelly (2006), Lynch (1998), Martin (2000;
2006), Richardson (2001) agus Shannon (1999;
2000; 2001) forbhreathnu ar stadas dlithidil an
linbh in Eirinn. Rinneadh taighde le fécas
sonrach ar chearta leanai teifeach agus an
luchta iarrtha tearmainn (Stapleton agus
Fanning, 2002) agus leanai faoi chiram (Bord
Slainte an larthair, 2001) i gcomhthéacs na
hEireann freisin.
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Children’s Voices and Participation

Documenting the impact of Children’s Voices
and Participation in Irish society has formed the
subject of a small but growing nucleus of
research. Donnelly (2006) and Kilkelly and
Donnelly (2006) documented the right and
strategies for the voice of the child to be heard

Ta lion beag taighde a dhéanann cur sios ar
thionchar Gloéir agus Rannphairteachas Leanai ar
shochai na hEireann ach ta lion an taighde sin
ag dul i méid. Rinne Donnelly (2006) agus
Kilkelly agus Donnelly (2006) cur sios ar cheart
an linbh a dtuairimi a chur in iul agus straitéisi
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in various contexts. The Guardian Ad Litem
Group (2001) make the case for the
independent representation of children to
ensure their voice is heard in society. Insights
into children’s participation in the policymaking
process in Ireland have been provided by Hayes
(2004b) and Kilkelly (1997). The Irish Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1997b;
1997¢) published samples of campaigns and
models they employed to promote the voices of
young children in Ireland. Whyte (2005a)
examined the ethical and other issues for
children participating in research and the
development of policy in Ireland.

chun tuairimi an linbh a chur san direamh i
gcomhthéacsanna éagsula. Molann an Guardian
Ad Litem Group (2001) ionadaiocht
neamhspleach a dhéanamh ar leanai chun a
chinntit go n-éisteann an tsochai leo. Tugann
Hayes (2004b) agus Kilkelly (1997) léargais faoi
rannphairteachas leanai sa phréiseas déanta
beartais in Eirinn. Foilsionn Cumann na hEireann
um Chosaint Leanai (1997b; 1997c¢) eiseamlairi
feachtas agus samhaltacha a d'Usaid siad chun
gloir leanai 6ga a chur chun cinn in Eirinn. Rinne
Whyte (2005a) scradu ar shaincheisteanna
eiticiula agus eile do leanai a ghlacann pairt sa
taighde agus i bhforbairt beartais in Eirinn.
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