
Professional Practice

Cleachtas Gairmiúil

19
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19 Professional Practice

Research, both nationally and internationally, has
focused on the positive correlation between a
practitioner’s level of training and qualifications
and the quality of care and education provided
for young children. The work of the group
devising the National Childcare Training Strategy
will be of critical importance in guiding and
informing the way to improve the levels of
qualifications for all adults working in the early
years and provide opportunities for ongoing
professional development. 

As an integral Standard in Síolta, the National
Quality Framework for Early Childhood
Education, this theme is comprised of 144
publications Following a process of thematic
analysis, the following sub-themes emerged:

• Training and Education [44]

• Qualifications and Practice [47]

• Continuing Professional Development [20]

• Guidelines and Supports for Practitioners [23]

• International Perspectives [10]

Training and Education

Training and Education in the ECCE sector forms,
unsurprisingly, the largest sub-theme of this
section. The training and education of primary
teachers that work in the infant classes of
schools has formed the focus of a number of
researchers, including Byrne (1999), Coolahan
(2003), the DES (2002d; 2005a), the Gender
Equality Unit (2006), and the INTO (1993b;
1995b). A number of organisations have
completed or commissioned research in relation
to the training needs of its constituents or the
feasibility of establishing training and education
courses (Bernard, 1998a; BCCN, 2003a; Cavan
CCC, 2003c; Centre for Social and Educational
Research, 1998b; Gilsenan, 2006; Kane, 2005b;
Kavanagh and Healy-Magwa, 2005; 2006; Kelly,
1999a; Kildare CCC, 2006a; Unique Perspectives,
2004). Abbott (1999), Burns (2006), Dinneen
(2003; 2006), Donohoe (2003), Dunphy (1999),
Healy (1999), Horgan (2003), Horgan and
Douglas (2000), Kearns (2006), Kernan (1999)
and Ridgway (2004; 2006a) provide a variety of
approaches to conducting education and
training for early years practitioners. Issues of
diversity within the training and education of
early years professionals emerges in the research
of a number of commentators, including Cooke
(2001), Cooke et al. (2002), Murray (1995) and
Murray and O’Doherty (2001). 

Cleachtas Gairmiúil

Dhírigh taighde náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta ar an
nasc dearfach idir leibhéal oiliúna agus cáilíochtaí
cleachtóra agus caighdeán an chúraim agus an
oideachais a chuirtear ar fáil do leanaí óga. Beidh
obair an ghrúpa atá ag dearadh na Straitéise
Náisiúnta um Oiliúint faoi Chúram Leanaí
ríthábhachtach chun treoir agus faisnéis a
thabhairt faoi conas feabhas a chur ar leibhéil
cháilíochtaí na ndaoine fásta uile ag obair i
réimse na mblianta luatha agus conas deiseanna
a chur ar fáil d'fhorbairt ghairmiúil leanúnach. 

Mar Chaighdeán lárnach Síolta, an Chreatlach
Náisiúnta Cháilíochta d'Oideachas na Luath-
Óige, cuimsíonn an téama seo 144 foilseachán. I
ndiaidh anailíse téamaí, cruthaíodh na fo-
théamaí seo a leanas:

• Oiliúint agus Oideachas [44]

• Cáilíochtaí agus Cleachtas [47]

• Forbairt Ghairmiúil Leanúnach [20]

• Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do Chleachtóirí [23]

• Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta [10]

Oiliúint agus Oideachas

Ní aon ionadh go bhfuil Oiliúint agus Oideachas
san earnáil COLO mar an fo-théama is mó sa
chuid seo. Bhain fócas roinnt taighdeoirí, lena n-
áirítear Byrne (1999), Coolahan (2003), an DES
(2002d; 2005a), an tAonad um Chomhionannas
Inscne (2006), agus an INTO (1993b; 1995b) le
hoiliúint agus oideachas na múinteoirí bunscoile a
oibríonn i ranganna naíonán scoileanna.
Chríochnaigh nó choimisiúnaigh roinnt
eagraíochtaí taighde ar riachtanais oiliúna a mball
nó ar an bhféidearthacht cúrsaí oiliúna agus
oideachais a bhunú (Bernard, 1998a; BCCN, 2003a;
CCC an Chabháin, 2003c; an tIonad um Thaighde
Sóisialta agus Oideachais, 1998b; Gilsenan, 2006;
Kane, 2005b; Kavanagh agus Healy-Magwa, 2005;
2006; Kelly, 1999a; CCC Chill Dara, 2006a; Unique
Perspectives, 2004). Míníonn Abbott (1999), Burns
(2006), Dinneen (2003; 2006), Donohoe (2003),
Dunphy (1999), Healy (1999), Horgan (2003),
Horgan agus Douglas (2000), Kearns (2006),
Kernan (1999) agus Ridgway (2004; 2006a) roinnt
cur chuige maidir le hoideachas agus oiliúint a
chur ar fáil do chleachtóirí na mblianta luatha.
Tagann saincheisteanna maidir le héagsúlacht in
oiliúint agus oideachas dhaoine gairmiúla na
mblianta luatha chun cinn i dtaighde roinnt
tráchtairí, lena n-airítear Cooke (2001), Cooke et
al. (2002), Murray (1995) agus Murray agus
O’Doherty (2001). 
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19Abbott, L. (1999). Training to Work in the Early Years: Revisiting the Climbing Frame (in) Dublin Institute
of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice
and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Bernard, J. (1998a). Feasibility Study Towards the Establishment of a BA in Early Childhood Studies.
Galway: NUI Galway Adult and Open Learning Department.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2003a). School Age Childcare Training and Networking Report.
Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Burns, K. (2006). Service User as Educator? User Knowledges and Participation in Professional Education
and Training (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 90-103. 

Byrne, C. (1999). Education for Early Years Teachers (in) Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999).
Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and Policy in Early
Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Byrne, M. (2003a). Equality of Opportunity for Adult Learners: Transforming the Delivery of Training in
the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a).
Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference
2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 219-238.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003c). A Career in Childcare: Training Available. Cavan: Cavan
County Childcare Committee.

Centre for Social and Educational Research (1998b). Identification of Training Needs of the Childcare
Sector. Report undertaken on behalf of the Subgroup on Registration, Training and Qualifications of
the Expert Working Group on Childcare. (Unpublished).

Centre for Social and Educational Research (2001). Evaluation of the Part-time NCVA Level 2 Childcare
Course, Inchicore College of Further Education. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

Commission of the European Communities (1995). Teaching and Learning – Towards the Learning
Society. White Paper on Education and Training. Brussels: Commission of the European Communities.

Cooke, M. (2001). A Qualitative Study in a Third Level College in Dublin: Exploring the Training of Early
Year Education Professionals Dealing with Diversity. M. Phil. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

Cooke, M., Fitzpatrick, A. and Walsh, P. (2002). Diversity Education of Early Years Students in the Dublin
Institute of Technology (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century –
Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 253-268.

Coolahan, J. (2003). Attracting, Developing and Retaining Effective Teachers – Country Background
Report for Ireland. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Department of Education and Science (2002d). Preparing Teachers for the 21st Century. Report of the
Working Group on Primary Pre-service Teacher Education. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (2005a). Beginning to Teach – Newly Qualified Teachers in Irish
Primary Schools. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Dinneen, F. (2003). Work Based Learning (or Experiential Learning) as a Teaching Technique and a
Learning Strategy in Higher Education with Specific Reference to the Training of the Early Years
Practitioner (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 239-253.

6351_CECDE_Audit  27/08/2007  14:06  Page 201



A
n Audit of Research on E

arly C
hildhood C

are and E
ducation in Ireland 1990-2006

Iniúchadh ar T
haighde in É

irinn m
aidir le C

úram
 agus O

ideachas na Luath-Ó
ige 1990-2006

202

19 Dinneen, F. (2006). ‘How Professionalism Defines the Effective Educarer’: A Reflection on the Theme –
Training for a New Profession (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 130-
141. 

Donohoe, P. (2003). Gauging the Students Preferred Learning Modality as a Foundation for Future
Learning (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early
Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 110-127.

Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group (1993). Dublin Travellers Education and Training Group
File. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Dunphy, L. (1999). Pedagogy in Early Childhood Teacher Preparation. Paper presented at the Third
Warwick International Early Years Conference, April 1999.

Gender Equality Unit (2006). Males Into Primary Teaching – Report of the Primary Education Committee.
Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Gilsenan, J. (2006). Professional Development Report – Baseline Research Project to Support
Development of the Childcare Sector. Kilkenny: Kilkenny County Childcare Committee.

Gunning, I. (2006). Combined Practice and Theory in IPPA Early Childhood Care and Education Training.
Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood
Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Hayes, N. (2004e). Reconceptualising Care in Early Childhood Teacher Education in Ireland. Paper
presented at the EECERA Conference, Quality Curricula: The Influence of Research, Policy and Praxis,
Malta, September 2004.

Healy, C. (1999). Opening New Pathways to Training and Qualifications (in) Dublin Institute of
Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International Conference on Practice and
Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Horgan, M. (2003). Preparation for Practice: From Proselytised to Professional. Paper presented at the
OMEP (Ireland) Conference, Cork.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (2000). Educating the Educators - Proceedings of Conference on Teacher
Education: The Training of Early Years Educators in the Republic of Ireland. Dublin: Educational Studies
Association of Ireland.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1993b). The Professional Development of Teachers. Dublin: Irish
National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995b). Educating Teachers. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’
Organisation.

Kane, C. (2005b). Training to Teach and Care: A Study of the Training Needs of Childcare Providers in
County Mayo. Mayo: Mayo County Childcare Committee.

Kavanagh, R. and Healy-Magwa, N. (2005). Professional Development in the Childcare Sector in
Waterford City and County – A Discussion Paper. Waterford: Waterford City Childcare Committee.

Kavanagh, R. and Healy-Magwa, N. (2006). Professional Development in the Childcare Sector in
Waterford City and County: A Discussion Paper (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early
Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP
(Ireland), pp. 104-129.

Kearns, A. (2006). Effective Teaching Methods with Adult Learners. Paper presented at the Annual
EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September
2006.
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19Kelly, M. (1999a). A Review of Childcare Training in the Finglas Cabra Area 1996-1999. Dublin: Finglas
Cabra Partnership.

Kernan, M. (1999). Preparing to Work with Young Children; Two Models of Training Compared (in)
Dublin Institute of Technology (Ed.) (1999). Enhancing Quality in the Early Years - International
Conference on Practice and Policy in Early Childhood Care and Education. Dublin: Dublin Institute of
Technology.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2006a). Pathways to Training. Kildare: Kildare County Childcare
Committee.

Mac Aogáin, E. (1995). An Ghaeilge (in) Ní Dheá, E., Ní Neachtain, M. agus Ó Dubhghaill, A. (Eag.). Na
Teangacha Neamhfhorleathana agus Oiliúint Múinteoirí: Ag Díriú ar an nGné Eorapach. Luimneach:
Coláiste Mhuire gan Smál, pp. 8-25. 

Maunsell, C. (2005). Irish Student Teachers’ Understanding and Perceptions of Human Rights Education:
The Implications for Early Childhood Education. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young
Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Murray, C. (1995). Side by Side. A Child Care Course for Travellers. Dublin: Barnardos.

Murray, C. and O’Doherty, A. (2001). ‘Éist’ - Respecting Diversity in Early Childhood Care, Education and
Training. Dublin: Pavee Point.

Ní Mhaolain, N. (1995). Riachtanais Oiliúna na Gaelscolaíochta. Gaelscoileanna, Geimhreadh, Volume 20,
No. 1, pp. 13-15.

Ridgway, A. (2004). Students Experiences on Practice Placement During their B.A. Degree in Early
Childhood Studies in UCC (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village:
Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 93-103.

Ridgway, A. (2006a). Practice Placement: A Mentoring Approach (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.) (2006).
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 83-89.

Unique Perspectives (2004). Childcare Training Needs Assessment. Dublin: Unique Perspectives.

Qualifications and Practice

The sub-theme of Qualifications and Practice is
another large category under the theme of
Professional Practice. Area Development
Management (2002), Bernard (1997), Cox (2006),
Hearns (1998), Murphy (2006) and Rhodes and
Hennessy (2000) have focused on the
relationship between practitioner qualifications
and the quality of ECCE services provided. A
number of government departments and
agencies have produced policy guidelines and
legislative frameworks that inform the levels
and nature of qualifications necessary in the
early years, including Coolahan (2003), the
Department of Education (1994b), the DES
(1999h), the DJELR (1998b; 2002b), the National
Qualifications Authority of Ireland (2001) and
the Teaching Council (2006). Byrne (2006),
Glockai (1995), the INTO (2006b) and Walsh
(2006) have addressed, at practice level, the
issue of teacher and staff qualifications within

Cáilíochtaí agus Cleachtas

Is catagóir mhór eile faoin téama Cleachtas
Gairmiúil é an fo-théama Cáilíochtaí agus
Cleachtas. Dhírigh Area Development
Management (2002), Bernard (1997), Cox (2006),
Hearns (1998), Murphy (2006) agus Rhodes agus
Hennessy (2000) ar an gcaidreamh idir
cáilíochtaí cleachtóirí agus caighdeán na
seirbhísí COLO a chuirtear ar fáil. Tháirg roinnt
rann agus gníomhaireachtaí rialtais, lena n-
áirítear Coolahan (2003), an Roinn Oideachais
(1994b), an DES (1999h), an DJELR (1998b;
2002b), Údarás Náisiúnta Cáilíochtaí na hÉireann
(2001) agus an Chomhairle Teagaisc (2006),
treoirlínte beartais agus creatlaigh reachtaíochta
a thugann treoir faoi leibhéil agus cineálacha na
gcáilíochtaí ar gá leo sna blianta luatha.  Thug
Byrne (2006), Glockai (1995), an INTO (2006b)
agus Walsh (2006) aghaidh, ar leibhéal an
chleachtais, ar an tsaincheist maidir le cáilíochtaí
múinteoirí agus foirne i mbunscoileanna. Bhain
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19 primary schools. The challenge of providing
accreditation for prior learning has formed the
subject of a number of pieces of research,
including that of Kelly (1994) and OMNA
(2000e; 2002f; 2002g). The OMNA (2000a; 200b)
project was also instrumental in documenting
the core skills and knowledge essential to work
in the early years sector and potential strategies
to accommodate work-based training (OMNA,
2000c; 2000h; 2000k; 2000l, 2000m). Specific
aspects of qualifications and practice, such as
reflective practice (Banks, 2006), gender
differences (Russell, 2004) and accommodating
diversity (Willoughby, 2004) have also been
researched in the Irish context. 

Area Development Management (2002). Staffing, Quality and Childcare Provision: An Evaluation of the
Community Support Strand of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 1998-2000. Report
Commissioned from Goodbody Economic Consultants. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Banks, T. (2006). Mind the Gap – Reflective Practice in Childcare. Ireland: Trish Banks.

Bernard, J. (1997). Training – The Key to Quality: A Training Needs Analysis of Early Years Staff in the
Western Health Board Region. Mayo: The Council for the West.

Byrne, C. (2006). Challenges for the Teaching Profession (in) Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006).
Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative Conference on Education.
Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 115-125.

Coolahan, J. (2003). Attracting, Developing and Retaining Effective Teachers – Country Background
Report for Ireland. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Cox, W. (2006). Bringing the Learning Back with You – Outcomes of Childcare Training for Adult
Learners and for the Quality of Childcare Provision in the Canal Communities Area. Dublin: Canal
Communities Partnership.

Department of Education (1994b). Child Care Assistants Employed in Early Start Preschools (Pilot
Project). Qualifications and Conditions of Service. Dublin: The Stationery Office. 

Department of Education and Science (1999g). Qualifications (Education and Training) Bill. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Education and Science (1999h). Qualifications (Education and Training) Act. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (1998b). Employment Equality Act. Dublin: The
Stationery Office.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2002b). Quality Childcare and Life Long Learning:
Model Framework for Education, Training and Professional Development in the Early Childhood Care
and Education Sector. Dublin: The Stationery Office.

Glocklai (1995). Preschool Teachers and the Early Start Scheme. Glocklai, Volume 2, No. 374, November,
p. 28.

Granville, G. (2003). A Framework for Inclusion? Issues and Problems in Catering for Diversity within a
National Qualifications Framework. Paper presented at Educational Studies Association of Ireland
Annual Conference, April 2003.

roinnt píosaí taighde leis an dúshlán creidiúnú a
chur ar fáil do réamhfhoghlaim, lena n-áirítear
taighde Kelly (1994) agus OMNA (2000e; 2002f;
2002g). Chabhraigh an tionscadal OMNA (2000a;
200b) freisin le taifeadadh na scileanna lárnacha
agus an eolais riachtanaigh chun oibriú in
earnáil na mblianta luatha agus straitéisí
poitéinsiúla chun freastal ar oiliúint obair-
bhunaithe (OMNA, 2000c; 2000h; 2000k; 2000l,
2000m). Rinneadh taighde ar ghnéithe sonracha
cáilíochtaí agus cleachtais, cosúil le cleachtas
machnamhach (Banks, 2006), difríochtaí inscne
(Russell, 2004) agus freastal ar éagsúlacht
(Willoughby, 2004) i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann. 
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19Hearns, S. (1998). The Impact of Training on Workers in Early Childhood Education: An Evaluation of the
Foundation Course in Playgroup Practice. M. Litt. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006b). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of Nov ’05
Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kelly, M. (1994). Can You Credit it? Implications of Accreditation for Learners and Groups in the
Community Sector. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency with AONTAS and NOW Initiative Support Structure.

Madigan, I. (2003b). What do we want for Children? (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.) (2003a).
Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference
2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 210-218.

McCormack, M. (2004). Children of the Global Village: Playing the Way into Communities of Practice -
Part Two (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of
the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 207-217.

Murphy, E. (2006). Training – Transition – Transformation: Researching the Link between Training and
Practice in Early Years Education and Care (in) Murphy, R. (Ed.) (2006a). Exploring Children’s Lives – A
Handbook of Early Childhood Research. Cork: Early Childhood Research Unit and OMEP Ireland, pp. 61-
71.

Murphy, P. (2006). Training, Transition, Transformation in Early Years Education and Care (in) Hayes, N.
(Ed.) (2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 142-163. 

National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (2001). Towards a National Framework of Qualifications - A
Discussion Document. Dublin: National Qualifications Authority of Ireland.

Nic Ghiolla Mhichíl, M. (2004). Maoirseacht i gCúram Leanaí (in) Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2004). Cúnamh:
Tacábhar Cúram Leanaí 0 – 6. Baile Átha Cliath: Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, pp. 119-122.

Noonan Walsh, P. (2001). Professional Education and Enhancing the Direct Care Profession in Ireland,
North and South. Dublin: University College Dublin.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (1998). Accompaniment – A Milestone Towards Quality. OMNA - DIT/NOW Project
Group Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000a). Guide to Essential Skills and Knowledge for Early Childhood Care and
Education. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000b). Life is a Learning Curve. Essential Skills and Knowledge for Early Childhood
Care and Education: Criteria of Competence for Individual Learners. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000c). Life is a Learning Curve. What is WBT in Early Childhood Care and
Education? Work Based Training: Trainee Information Booklet. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational
Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000d). The Final Report of OMNA - DIT/NOW Early Childhood Project 1995. Life is a
Learning Curve. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000e). Life is a Learning Curve. What is APL in Early Childhood Care and Education:
Accreditation of Prior Learning - Candidate Information Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000f). Life is a Learning Curve. What is APL in Early Childhood Care and Education?
Accreditation of Prior Learning: Providers Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.
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19 OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000g). Life is a Learning Curve. Accreditation of Prior Learning: Mentor/ Assessor
Survival Kit. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000h). Life is a Learning Curve. Sample Forms for WBT (Work Based Training) and
APL (Accreditation of Prior Learning). Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000i). Life is a Learning Curve. Early Childhood Care and Education: Learner’s
Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000j). Life is a Learning Curve. General Information Booklet. Dublin: Centre for
Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000k). Life is a Learning Curve. Work Based Training, Mentor/ Assessor Survival Kit.
Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000l). Life is a Learning Curve. Portfolio Building Guide. Dublin: Centre for Social
and Educational Research.

OMNA - DIT/NOW (2000m). Life is a Learning Curve. Work Based Training, Providers Guide. Dublin:
Centre for Social and Educational Research.

O’Sullivan, M. (1998). Employment Potential within the Child Care Sector. Dublin: Barnardos and Area
Development Management.

Rhodes, S. and Hennessy, E. (2000). The Effects of Specialised Training on Caregivers and Children in
Early Years Settings: An Evaluation of the Foundation Course in Playgroup Practice. Early Childhood
Research Quarterly, Volume 15, No. 4, pp. 559-576.

Russell, C. (2004). Gender Differences in Behaviour and Behaviour Management. Paper presented at
Men in Childcare, Caring for the Future Conference, Kilkenny, June 2004.

Shiel, G. and Hogan, J. (1997). Teaching Beginning Reading: A Survey of Teachers of Pupils in First Class.
Irish Educational Studies, Volume 16, Spring, pp. 235-249.

Teaching Council (2006). Draft Codes of Professional Conduct for Teachers. Kildare: Teaching Council.

Urban, M. and Murray, C. (2006). Changing Habit(us). Perspectives on Change, Resistance and
Professional Development. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture
in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Waldron, F. (1992). Child Education and Liberating Pedagogy: An Exploration of the Relevance of
Freirean Pedagogy to Child Education. M. Eq.St. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Walsh, M. (2006). Leading Early Years Learning (in) Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2006). Leading
Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin:
Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 86-89.

Willoughby, M. (2004). Every Child Matters – Developing Anti-Discriminatory Practice in Early Childhood
Services. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Continuing Professional Development

The critical importance of Continuing Professional
Development for ECCE practitioners has formed
the basis of a number of research projects in the
Irish context. Barnardos and the INTO
Professional Development Unit (2006a; 2006b)
and Graham (2005) have reported on a specific
continuing professional development programme

Forbairt Ghairmiúil Leanúnach

Tá tábhacht na Forbartha Gairmiúla Leanúnaí
do chleachtóirí COLO mar bhunús roinnt
tionscadal taighde i gcomhthéacs na hÉireann.
Thug Barnardos agus Aonad Forbartha
Gairmiúla an INTO (2006a; 2006b) agus Graham
(2005) tuairisc faoi chlár sonrach um fhorbairt
ghairmiúil leanúnach d’fhoireann agus
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19for the staff and management of Traveller
Preschools. Brennan (2005; 2006a; 2006b)
addresses the importance of reflective practice
and mentoring to developing the skills and
knowledge of practitioners. Coolahan (2003),
Fallon (2006b) and the Leadership Development
for Schools (2003) project have examined
continuing professional development for teachers
and principals working in primary schools. An
evaluation of the impact of continuing
professional development on the quality of
practice has been documented by Duignan
(2005c), Marley (1996), Murphy (2004) and Smith
(2006). International perspectives and strategies
to deliver continuing professional development
programmes have been published by Hayes and
Vasconcelos (2005) and Hayes et al. (2006). 

Barnardos and INTO Professional Development Unit (2006a). In-Career Development Programme for Staff
and Management of Traveller Pre-Schools. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Barnardos and INTO Professional Development Unit (2006b). CECDE Research Series 2006 - In-Career
Development Programme for Staff and Management of Traveller Pre-Schools: Executive Summary.
Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.

Brennan, M. (2005). Mentoring as a Framework for Professional Development. Paper presented at the
EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/
September 2005.

Brennan, M. (2006a). Mentoring as a Framework for Professional Development (in) Hayes, N. (Ed.)
(2006). Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2005. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 72-82. 

Brennan, M. (2006b). Becoming a Reflective Practitioner. Paper presented at the 16th Annual EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Reykjavik, Iceland,
August–September 2006.

Coolahan, J. (2003). Attracting, Developing and Retaining Effective Teachers – Country Background
Report for Ireland. Dublin: Department of Education and Science.

Duignan, M. (2003). A Problem-based Learning Approach to Continuing Professional Education for Pre-
school Officers in the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector in Ireland: Rationale and Curriculum
Design. MA. Thesis. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

Duignan, M. (2005c). A Consideration of the Role and Nature of Continuing Professional Development
in the Achievement of Quality in Early Childhood Care and Education Services in Ireland. Paper
presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation,
Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Fallon, J. (2006b). The National Quality Framework in Early Childhood Education (in) Irish National
Teachers’ Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05
Consultative Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 100-104.

Graham, I. (2005). Training Staff in Traveller Preschools. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference,
Young Children as Citizens: Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

Hayes, N. and Vasconcelos, T. (2005). Practising Teachers Evaluate their Training Retrospectively –
Portuguese and Irish Teachers. Paper presented at the EECERA Conference, Young Children as Citizens:
Identity, Belonging, Participation, Dublin, August/ September 2005.

bainistíocht Réamhscoileanna an Luchta Siúil.
Tugann Brennan (2005; 2006a; 2006b) aghaidh
ar an tábhacht a bhaineann le cleachtas
machnamhach agus meantóireacht chun
scileanna agus eolas cleachtóirí a fhorbairt.
Rinne Coolahan (2003), Fallon (2006b) agus an
tionscadal um Fhorbairt Ceannaireachta do
Scoileanna (2003) scrúdú ar fhorbairt ghairmiúil
leanúnach do mhúinteoirí agus príomhoidí ag
obair i mbunscoileanna. Rinne Duignan (2005c),
Marley (1996), Murphy (2004) agus Smith (2006)
meastóireacht ar thionchar na forbartha
gairmiúla leanúnaí ar chaighdeán an
chleachtais. D’fhoilsigh Hayes agus Vasconcelos
(2005) agus Hayes et al. (2006) peirspictíochtaí
idirnáisiúnta agus straitéisí chun cláir um
fhorbairt ghairmiúil leanúnach a sheachadadh. 
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19 Hayes, N., Bae, B., Dunlop, A., Johansson, J., Karlsson-Lohmander, M., Pramling, I., Rhedding-Jones, J.,
Sollars, V. and Urban, M. (2006). Realising the European Heritages in Early Childhood Education and
Care through a Joint European Masters Programme. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA
Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Leadership Development for Schools (2003). Leadership Development for Schools – Evaluation of the
Misneach Programme. Clare: Clare Education Centre.

Logan, A. (1991). Pupil Opinion – A Contribution to Child-Centred Theory and to Curriculum and Staff
Development. D. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Marley, P. (1996). Changing Teachers Attitudes Towards Inclusive Education: The Effectiveness of a Short
In-service Programme. MA. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Murphy, E. (2004). Training Transition Transformation: The Study of an IPPA Quality Improvement
Programme in Cork City and County. M. Phil. Thesis. Cork: University College Cork.

Murphy, R. (2004). The Parent and Family Involvement Project: Skills for Early Years Educators (in)
Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2004a). Children of the Global Village: Proceedings of the OMEP
(Ireland) Conference 2004. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 104-115.

Murphy, V. (2006c). How to Assess and Improve your Work Practice. Paper presented at the OMEP
(Ireland) Annual Research Conference, In Celebration of Difference in the Early Years, University College
Cork, April 2006.

Roche, M. (2003). Setting the “What if” Free: Some Theoretical Perspectives on Talking and Thinking in
an Infant Classroom - An Investigation into one Teacher’s Practice (in) Hayes, N. and Kernan, M. (Eds.)
(2003a). Transformations: Theory and Practice in Early Education: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland)
Conference 2003. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp. 153-175.

Smith, A. (2006). How and Why Does On-site Support Work in Early Childhood Services? Paper
presented at the Annual EECERA Conference, Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education,
Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Guidelines and Supports for Practitioners

Guidelines and Supports for Practitioners to
promote their Professional Practice have been
published by a number of organisations and
individuals. Barnardos (2006a), Childminding
Ireland (2000b), Holt and Pugh (2004), the INTO
(1997a; 1997b), the OMC (2006a), South Dublin
CCC and Uí Ghrádaigh (2002) have produced
general practical guidelines for practitioners to
enhance their practice in ECCE settings.
Guidance for managers of settings in relation to
the recruitment and retention of staff has also
been published by Barnardos and Area
Development Management (1999) and Byrne
(2002). Training manuals and guidance for
specific aspects of practice have been published
by a number of organisations and individuals,
such as the Preschool Regulations (Canavan and
Gibbons, 1998), dealing with children with social
and emotional problems (INTO, 1995c) and
diversity education (INTO, 2002; National
Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism, 2001; OMC, 2006b; O’Reilly,
1993). Waterford CCC (2003b) and Doherty

Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do Chleachtóirí

D’fhoilsigh roinnt eagraíochtaí agus daoine
Treoirlínte agus Tacaí do Chleachtóirí chun
cabhrú leo ina gCleachtas Gairmiúil. D’eisigh
Barnardos (2006a), Feighlíocht Leanaí Éireann
(2000b), Holt agus Pugh (2004), an INTO (1997a;
1997b), OMC (2006a), CCC Bhaile Átha Cliath
Theas agus Uí Ghrádaigh (2002) treoirlínte
praiticiúla ginearálta do chleachtóirí chun
feabhas a chur ar a gcleachtas i suímh COLO.
D’fhoilsigh Barnardos agus Bainistíocht
Forbartha Ceantair (1999) agus Byrne (2002)
treoir do bhainisteoirí suíomh maidir le hearcú
agus coinneáil foirne. D’fhoilsigh roinnt
eagraíochtaí lámhleabhair agus treoir maidir le
gnéithe sonracha an chleachtais, cosúil leis na
Rialacháin Réamhscoile (Canavan agus Gibbons,
1998), déileáil le leanaí le fadhbanna sóisialta
agus mothúchánacha (INTO, 1995c) agus
oideachas ar éagsúlacht (INTO, 2002; an Coiste
Comhairleach Náisiúnta ar Chiníochas agus
Idirchultúrachas, 2001; OMC, 2006b; O’Reilly,
1993). Tháirg CCC Phort Láirge (2003b) agus
Doherty (2003) eolairí faoi na cúrsaí oiliúna agus
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19(2003) have produced directories of training and
education courses available, the former in the
Waterford region and the latter documenting
such provision nationwide.

Barnardos (2006a). Sharing Good Practice: Practical Guidance for Childcare Practitioners. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Barnardos and Area Development Management (1999). Staffing a Preschool/ Day Care Service –
Recruiting with Confidence. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Byrne, M. (2002). Personnel Practice in Early Years Services – A Guide. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1998). Child Care Act (1991) Part (V11) Supervision of Child Care Services:
A Training Manual. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Childminding Ireland (2000b). Guidelines for Good Practice for Childminders. Wicklow: Childminding
Ireland.

Doherty, S. (2003). National Directory of Childcare and Social Care Courses 2003/2004. Limerick:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Holt, S. and Pugh, E. (2004). After School+: A Practice Guide for Providers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National
Children’s Resource Centre.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1995c). Meeting the Needs of Children with Social and Emotional
Problems: Guidelines for Teachers. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1997a). Infant Education, Volume 1. A Manual for Tutors on
Infant Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation. 

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (1997b). Infant Education, Volume 2. A Manual for Tutors on
Infant Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (2002). Intercultural Guidelines for Schools: Valuing Difference,
Combating Racism, Promoting Inclusiveness and Equality. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.

Kelly, M. (2000). Good Practice Self-Assessment Manual – A Personal Resource Manual for Child Care
Providers. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (2001). Guidelines on Anti-Racism and
Intercultural Training. Dublin: National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism.

National Reading Initiative (2001). Training Video for the Early Years – Read it Again: Sharing Books
with Children. Dublin: Centre for Social and Educational Research.

O’Doherty, A. and O’Doherty, P. (2000). A Career in Child Care: Resource Pack for Schools and Centres.
Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006a). National Guidelines for Childminders. Dublin: Office of the
Minister for Children.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006b). Diversity and Equality Guidelines for Childcare Providers.
Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

O’Reilly, M. (1993). With Travellers – A Handbook for Teachers. Dublin: Blackrock Teachers Centre. 

Ruane, M. (2002). Growing Together: A Resource Manual for Facilitators of Parenting Groups. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

oideachais atá ar fáil, leis an gcéad eolaire ag
liostú an tsoláthair i réigiún Phort Láirge agus
an dara ceann ag liostú an tsoláthair ar fud na
tíre.
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19 Smith, J. (2004). To Do or Not To Do…Ethical Practice Guidelines. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries
Association.

South Dublin County Childcare Committee (2006a). Childcare Training Guide. Dublin: South Dublin
County Childcare Committee.

Uí Ghrádaigh, D. (Eag.) (2002). Cúram agus Oideachas Luathóige – Treoirleabhar: Cúrsa Oiliúna i
gCúram Leanaí le Gaeilge. Gaillimh: Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Waterford City and County Childcare Committees (2003). Guide to Training in Childcare and Social Care
in Waterford. Waterford: Waterford City and County Childcare Committees.

International Perspectives

A number of researchers have studied and
documented International Perspectives of
Professional Practice. Hogan (1998), Horgan and
Douglas (1995c), Jordan (2006) and Ryan (2002b)
have completed cross-national comparisons of
the situation in Ireland with international
jurisdictions. A particular focus on the
comparisons between policy and practice in
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland has
been facilitated by Kenny and McLaughlin
(2004) and Noonan Walsh (2001). Katz et al.
(2006) and Ridgway (2002b) have documented
assessment and evaluation practices
internationally, which is of value for developing
similar processes in the Irish context.

Hogan, F. (1998). A Comparative Study of Early Years Teacher Education in the European Union with
Special Emphasis on the Situation in Ireland. M. Ed. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (1995c). The Professional Development of Early Childhood Educators in
Ireland and Germany. International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 17, No. 1, pp. 19-27.

Jordan, R. (2006). Provision for the Early Years: Ireland and International (in) Irish National Teachers’
Organisation (2006). Leading Early Years Education – Proceedings of November ’05 Consultative
Conference on Education. Dublin: Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, pp. 71-74.

Katz, L., Bennett, T., Vasconcelos, T., Hayes, N., Sivropoulou, R., Evangelou, D., Dafermou, H. and Loizou,
E. (2006). Issues in Evaluating Teacher Training. Paper presented at the Annual EECERA Conference,
Democracy and Culture in Early Childhood Education, Iceland, August/ September 2006.

Kenny, M. and McLaughlin, H. (2004). Diversity in Early Years Education North and South - Implications
for Teacher Education. Armagh: The Centre for Cross Border Studies.

Noonan Walsh, P. (2001). Professional Education and Enhancing the Direct Care Profession in Ireland,
North and South. Dublin: University College Dublin.

Peeters, J. (2005). Promoting Diversity and Equality in Early Childhood Care, Education and Training –
Men in Childcare (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions
of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education,
pp. 152-161.

Ridgway, A. (2002b). Role of Assessment as an Integral Part of the Teaching/ Learning Continuum: Some
Experiences from the U.S. and Italy (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st
Century – Research, Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork:
OMEP (Ireland), pp. 215-233.

Peirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta

Rinne roinnt taighdeoirí staidéar agus cur síos ar
Pheirspictíochtaí Idirnáisiúnta ar Chleachtas
Gairmiúil. Rinne Hogan (1998), Horgan agus
Douglas (1995c), Jordan (2006) agus Ryan
(2002b) comparáidí trasnáisiúnta idir an staid in
Éirinn agus dlínsí idirnáisiúnta. Bhí fócas ar leith
ag Kenny agus McLaughlin (2004) agus Noonan
Walsh (2001) ar an gcomparáid idir beartas agus
cleachtas i dTuaisceart Éireann agus i bPoblacht
na hÉireann. Rinne Katz et al. (2006) agus
Ridgway (2002b) cur síos ar chleachtais
mheasúnachta agus mheastóireachta go
hidirnáisiúnta, atá luachmhar ó thaobh próisis
chomhchosúla a fhorbairt i gcomhthéacs na
hÉireann.
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19Ryan, N. (2002b). Insights into the École Maternelle in France – Implications for Practice in the Republic
of Ireland (in) Horgan, M. and Douglas, F. (Eds.) (2002). Lessons for the 21st Century – Research,
Reflection, Renewal: Proceedings of the OMEP (Ireland) Conference 2002. Cork: OMEP (Ireland), pp.
333-343.

Urban, M. (2005). Quality, Autonomy and the Profession (in) Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Education (Ed.) (2005d). ‘Questions of Quality’ - Conference Proceedings. Dublin: Centre for Early
Childhood Development and Education, pp. 30-45.
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