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Child Development

The learning and development of the young

child is a key element to ECCE services in Ireland.

While the sub-themes listed above look at
individual aspects of learning and development,
there is increasing recognition of the need to
provide for the holistic development of the
child, focusing in a complementary way on all
the domains of development. This is an integral
feature of recent policy documents, such as the
National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a) and
Siolta (CECDE, 2006a), which are underpinned
by a ‘whole-child perspective’.

The theme of Child Development consists of 105
publications, which following thematic analysis,
were further separated into four sub-themes:

* Learning and Development [41]

e Cognitive Development [21]

e Linguistic Development [17]

e Social and Emotional Development [26]

Learning and Development

The sub-theme, Learning and Development, is
diverse in its contents and contains publications
that do not exclusively refer to any specific
domain of development. The CECDE has
produced a number of publications distilling the
essence of national and international literature
on the nature of child learning and
development (CECDE, 2005¢; 2006b; Fallon,
2005b; Schonfeld, 2004d). A number of
researchers have also focused on the learning
and development evidenced by young children’s
drawing (Gallagher, 2003; 2005; Newman, 1996;
Ni Mhurchu, 2003). Donnelly (2001) and
Kellaghan and Greaney (1993) examine the
impact of the learning environment and
approaches on the child’s learning and
development. Providing for the child’s learning
and development through philosophy is
examined by Donnelly (2001; 2003a; 2003b;
2004; 2005a; 2005c¢). Publications also offer
guidance and support to parents and
practitioners to foster and nurture development
and learning in young children (Conway, 2005a;
2005b; Sharry, 1999; South Western Health
Board et a/, 2000).

Forbairt an Linbh

Is priomhghné de sheirbhisi COLO in Eirinn i
foghlaim agus forbairt an linbh 6ig. Cé go
mbaineann na fo-théamai liostaithe thuas le
gnéithe indibhidiula na foghlama agus na
forbartha, de réir a chéile tuigtear go bhfuil ga
ann freastal ar fhorbairt iomlanaioch an linbh,
ag diriu ar réimsi uile na forbartha ar bhealach
comhlantach. Is gné larnach é sin de chaipéisi
beartais a rinneadh le deireanas cosuil leis an
National Children’s Strategy (DHC, 2000a) agus
Siolta (CECDE, 2006a), ata tacaithe ag
‘peirspictiocht an linbh iomlain’.

Cuimsionn an téama Forbairt an Linbh 105
foilseachan, a roinneadh sna ceithre fho-théama
seo a leanas i ndiaidh anailise téamai:

* Foghlaim agus Forbairt [41]

* Forbairt Chognaioch [21]

* Forbairt Theangeolaioch [17]

* Forbairt Shoisialta agus Mhothuchanach [26]

Foghlaim agus Forbairt

Cuimsionn an fo-théama Foghlaim agus Forbairt
go leor dbhar éagsuil, agus ta foilseachdin san
adireamh ann nach ndéanann tagairt dhireach
d’aon réimse forbartha sonrach. Thairg an
CECDE roinnt foilseachan a rinne achoimre ar
phointi larnacha na litriochta naisiiinta agus
idirnaisianta ar fhoghlaim agus fhorbairt an
linbh (CECDE, 2005¢; 2006b; Fallon, 2005b;
Schonfeld, 2004d). Dhirigh roinnt taighdeoiri ar
an bhfoghlaim agus ar an bhforbairt a léiritear
sna léaraidi tarraingthe ag leanai 6ga
(Gallagher, 2003; 2005; Newman, 1996; Ni
Mhurchu, 2003). Déanann Donnelly (2001) agus
Kellaghan agus Greaney (1993) scrudu ar
thionchar na timpeallachta agus na gcur chuige
foghlama ar fhoghlaim agus forbairt an linbh.
Déanann Donnelly (2001; 2003a; 2003b; 2004;
2005a; 2005¢) scrudu ar conas freastal ar
fhoghlaim agus forbairt an linbh tri mhean na
fealsunachta. Tugann foilseachain treoir agus
tacaiocht do thuismitheoiri agus cleachtéiri
freisin chun cabhru leo forbairt agus foghlaim a
chothu i leanai 6ga (Conway, 2005a; 2005b;
Sharry, 1999; Bord Slainte an lardheiscirt et al.,
2000).
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Cognitive Development

Publications relating to the Cognitive
Development of young children are included in
this section. A number of these focus specifically
on the development of number concept in the
early years (Dunphy, 2003; 2005¢; 2006a; Kelly
and Kellaghan, 1999). Dunphy (2003a; 2004;
2005; 2006; 2006c) documents children’s
perceptions of learning about number in the
early years. Researchers, including Donnelly
(2001), Kerr et a/. (2000), O'Sullivan (1999) and
Ridgway (2003), examine alternative approaches
and methods to fostering cognitive
development in the early years.

Cuimsitear foilseachdin a bhaineann le Forbairt
Chognaioch leanai 6ga sa chuid seo. Dirionn
roinnt diobh go sonrach ar fhorbairt choincheap
na n-uimhreacha sna blianta luatha (Dunphy,
2003; 2005¢; 2006a; Kelly agus Kellaghan, 1999).
Taifeadann Dunphy (2003a; 2004; 2005; 2006;
2006¢) aireachtail leanai ar fhoghlaim faoi
uimhreacha sna blianta luatha. Déanann
taighdeoiri lena n-airitear Donnelly (2001), Kerr
et al. (2000), O'Sullivan (1999) agus Ridgway
(2003), scrudu ar chuir chuige agus modhanna
éagsula chun forbairt chognaioch a chotht sna
blianta luatha.
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Linguistic Development

The Linguistic Development of the child has
received much attention from researchers in the
Irish context. A number of publications focus on
the relationship between language acquisition
and educational disadvantage in the early years
(Kelly and Kellaghan, 1999; McDonald, 1998),
while others prioritise an analysis of linguistic
development in special needs children (O'Toole,
2005). Dwane (1998), Horgan (1995) and
O’Sullivan (2003) concentrate on language
acquisition for children in bilingual contexts,
specifically in Naionrai® and Gaelscoileanna.

* A Naionra a preschool that operates through the medium of Irish.

Thug go leor taighdeoiri i gcomhthéacs na
hEireann aghaidh ar Fhorbairt Theangeolaioch
an linbh. Ta focas roinnt foilseachan ar an
gcaidreamh idir insealbht teanga agus
mibhuntaiste oideachais sna blianta luatha
(Kelly agus Kellaghan, 1999; McDonald, 1998),
agus baineann tosaiocht foilseachan eile le
hanailis ar fhorbairt theangeolaioch i leanai le
riachtanais speisialta (O'Toole, 2005). Dirionn
Dwane (1998), Horgan (1995) agus O'Sullivan
(2003) ar insealbhu teanga do leanai i
gcomhthéacsanna datheangacha, go sonrach i
Naionrai® agus i nGaelscoileanna.

* Is réamhscoil é Naionra a fheidhmionn tri mhean na Gaeilge.
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Social and Emotional Development

Social and Emotional Development is a
substantial sub-theme that includes a wide
range of publications relating to the social,
emotional, spiritual and moral development of
the young child. A number of publications focus
on the relationship between the development
of the child and the future impact on self-
esteem (Daly, 2002b; Douglas, 2003; Humphries,
2004) and behavioural characteristics (Guidera,
1997; Irish National Teachers’ Organisation
[INTO], 1995c; Mulrooney et a/, 1999; Quinn et
al, 2002; Ryan, 1998). Spirituality in young
children features prominently within recent
research (Daly, 2004; Douglas, 2002).

Is fo-théama substainteach é Forbairt Shoisialta
agus Mhothuchanach a chuimsionn raon
leathan foilseachan a bhaineann le forbairt
shoisialta, mhothuchanach, spioradalta agus
mhoralta an linbh 6ig. Baineann fécas roinnt
foilseachan ar an gcaidreamh idir forbairt an
linbh agus an tionchar atéa aige ar fhéinmheas sa
todhchai (Daly, 2002b; Douglas, 2003;
Humphries, 2004) agus ar thréithe iompair
(Guidera, 1997; Cumann Muinteoiri Eireann
[INTO], 1995¢; Mulrooney et a/, 1999; Quinn et
al, 2002; Ryan, 1998). T4 béim leagtha ar
spioradaltacht leanai 6ga i dtaighde a rinneadh
le deireanas (Daly, 2004; Douglas, 2002).
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