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Early Childhood Services

Early Childhood Services is the largest theme
within the Second Edition of the Audit of
Research, consisting of 401 publications. It
contains nine sub-themes to ensure that
publications are easily accessed within it. These
sub-themes are:

e Censuses and Evaluations of Services [102]

e Guidance for Parents and ECCE Providers
[24]

* National Policy and Provision [90]
* Local and Regional Policy and Provision [46]

e City/ County Childcare Committee Strategic
Plans [33]

e School-based Provision and School-age ECCE
(33]

e Childminding Provision [26]
e Men in ECCE [11]
e International Perspectives [36]

The theme contains a large number of
publications relating to general evaluations of
ECCE provision and delivery in Ireland over the
past sixteen years. The range of publications is
evidence of the general upsurge in investment
in ECCE in recent years, which has had a
subsequent positive impact on the quantity of
research being produced.

Censuses and Evaluations of Services

A large number of publications relate to
enumerating services through Censuses and
Evaluations of Services. The largest category
within this emanates from Area Development
Management [now Pobal] (2000a; 2001; 2003),
which carried out a census of provision in all
counties. Many existing ECCE service providers
and services have evaluated their own
effectiveness (Barnardos, 2000b; 2000c; 2000d;
Bradley, 2005; Canavan, 2002; County Wexford
Partnership, 2000; Craig and Hayes, 1998; Craig
et al, 1998b; McGlone, 2003; Tallaght
Partnership, 1995) and sustainability (ANMAR
Consultants and R&D Consultants, 2004; Canal
Communities Partnership, 2004; Morris, 1997;
Murphy, 1994; Partas et a/., 2004; Tallaght
Partnership, 2002) in recent years. Consultation
with service users, such as parents and children,
has also been a feature of a number of
publications (Carlow CCC, 2005a; Gallo, 2004a;
2004b; Hanlon, 2006; Kane, 2005a). The South
Eastern Health Board (1993; 1994; 1996a;
1997a; 1998) has also conducted a number of

Seirbhisi Luath-Oige

Is & Seirbhisi Luath-Oige an téama is mé sa Dara
hEagran den Iniachadh Taighde, le 401
foilseachan san aireamh ann. Cuimsionn sé naoi
bhfo-théama chun a chinntid go mbeidh sé
éasca teacht ar na foilseachain sa téama seo. Is
iad seo a leanas na fo-théamai:

e Moérairimh agus Meastoéireachtai ar Sheirbhisi
[102]

e Treoir do Thuismitheoiri agus Solathraithe
COLO [24]

* Beartas agus Solathar Naisiunta [90]

 Beartas agus Solathar Aitiuil agus Réigitinach
[46]

* Pleananna Straitéiseacha Coisti Caraim
Leanai Cathrach/Contae [33]

e Solathar Scoilbhunaithe agus COLO ag Aois
Scoile [33]

e Solathar Feighliochta Leanai [26]
e Firi COLO [11]
e Peirspictiochtai Idirnaisitnta [36]

Cuimsionn an téama seo lion moér foilseachan a
bhaineann le meastéireachtai ginearalta ar
sholathar agus seachadadh COLO in Eirinn le sé
bliana déag anuas. Léirionn raon na bhfoilseachan
an borradh ginearalta ata tagtha ar infheistiocht i
COLO le blianta beaga anuas, a raibh tionchar
dearfach aige ar mhéid an taighde a tairgeadh.

Moérairimh agus Meastoéireachtai ar
Sheirbhisi

Baineann lion moér foilseachan le seirbhisi a
chomhaireamh tri mhedn Méraireamh agus
Meastoireachtai ar Sheirbhisi. Is i Area
Development Management [ar a dtugtar Pobal
anois] a thairg an chatagoir is mé laistigh de sin
(2000a; 2001; 2003), mar rinne si moraireamh ar
an solathar sna contaetha uile. Rinne a lan
solathraithe seirbhise agus seirbhisi COLO
meastoireacht ar a n-éifeachtulacht (Barnardos,
2000b; 2000c¢; 2000d; Bradley, 2005; Canavan,
2002; Comhphairtiocht Chontae Loch Garman,
2000; Craig agus Hayes, 1998; Craig et a/., 1998b;
McGlone, 2003; Comhphairtiocht Thamhlachta,
1995) agus a n-inmharthanacht féin (ANMAR
Consultants agus R&D Consultants, 2004;
Comhphairtiocht Phobail na Canélach, 2004;
Morris, 1997; Murphy, 1994; Partas et a/., 2004;
Comhphairtiocht Thamhlachta, 2002) le blianta
beaga anuas. Bhi comhairlitichan le hasaideoiri
seirbhise, cosuil le tuismitheoiri agus leanai, mar
ghné roinnt foilseachan (CCC Cheatharlach,



reviews of its Child Care and Family Support 2005a; Gallo, 2004a; 2004b; Hanlon, 2006; Kane,

services within its region. 2005a). Rinne Bord Slainte an Oirdheiscirt (1993;
1994; 1996a; 1997a; 1998) roinnt athbhreithnithe
ar a sheirbhisi Cdraim Leanai agus Tacaiochta
Teaghlaigh laistigh da réigiun.

ANMAR Consultants and R&D Consultants (2004). A Price Worth Paying — A Report on the Sustainability
of Childcare Services in the Canal Communities Partnership Area. Dublin: Canal Communities
Partnership.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Carlow. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Cavan. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Clare. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Cork City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Cork County. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Donegal. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Dublin City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Dublin Fingal. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Dublin South. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Dun Laoghaire/
Rathdown. Dublin: Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Galway City. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Galway County. Dublin:
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Kerry. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Kildare. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Kilkenny. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Laois. Dublin: Area
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a). National Childcare Census Report — Leitrim. Dublin: Area
Development Management.
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Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

Area Development Management (2000a).
Development Management.

National Childcare Census Report — Limerick City. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Limerick County. Dublin:

National Childcare Census Report — Longford. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Louth. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Mayo. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Meath. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Monaghan. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Offaly. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Roscommon. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Sligo. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Tipperary North. Dublin:

National Childcare Census Report — Tipperary South. Dublin:

National Childcare Census Report — Waterford City. Dublin:

National Childcare Census Report — Waterford County. Dublin:

National Childcare Census Report — Westmeath. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Wexford. Dublin: Area

National Childcare Census Report — Wicklow. Dublin: Area

Area Development Management (2001). National Childcare Census Report — Gaeltacht Regions. Dublin:

Area Development Management.

Area Development Management (2003). National Childcare Census Baseline Data 1999-2000. Dublin:

Area Development Management.

Barnardos (2000b). Review of Early Years Services. Internal Report, January 2000. (Unpublished).

Barnardos (2000c). Evaluation of Work and Services in Dun Laoghaire and Loughlinstown/ Ballybrack
1989-1999. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.



Barnardos (2000d). An Evaluation of Barnardos Early Years Services. Report Commissioned from the
Centre for Social and Educational Research. (Unpublished).

Canal Communities Partnership (2004). A Price Worth Paying — A Report on the Sustainability of
Childcare in the Canal Partnership Area. Dublin: Canal Communities Partnership.

Canavan, A. (2002). Childcare Audit. Dublin: Canal Communities Partnership.

Carlow County Childcare Committee (2005a). Giving Parents a Voice — A Survey of Affordable and
Accessible Childcare in Carlow. Carlow: Carlow County Childcare Committee.

Carroll, A. (2005). A Place for Children — Tallaght West: A Living Document. Dublin: Childhood
Development Initiative.

Childcare Network Loch Garman (2002). Evaluation Report. Wexford: Childcare Network Loch Garman.

Cogan, E. (2000). A Research Study on the Market for Childcare Services in Cork and Dublin. M. Sc.
Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.

Coleman, J. (1992). Childcare Provision in Residential Areas of Dublin: Towards a Planning Policy.
M.R.U.P. Thesis. Dublin: University College Dublin.

County Wexford Partnership (2000). Evaluation of the County Wexford Partnership Childcare Programme
1996-1999: Recommendations for a County Childcare Strategy. Wexford: County Wexford Partnership.

Craig, S. and Hayes, N. (1998). Childcare Facilities in Crumlin and Drimnagh. A Report to the Kimmage,
Walkinstown / Greenhills, Crumlin, Drimnagh Area Partnership. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Craig, S., Ennis, P. and Walsh, R. (1998b). Childcare Services in the Wexford Area Partnership Area. Final
Report and Feasibility Study to the Partnership’s Childcare Working Group. Dublin: Centre for Social and
Educational Research.

Dare, C. and Fitzgerald, A. (1999). Feasibility Study on Setting up a Childcare Service at Killorglin. South
Kerry Development Partnership Limited.

Delaney, P. (1997). A Study of the Effects of the Implementation of the Early Start Programmes on
Community Playgroups in the Greater Dublin Area. Dublin: Combat Poverty Agency.

Dublin Northside Partnership (1999). Childcare on the Northside: Supporting Parents and Children.
Progress Report and Plans for the Future of the Northside Partnership’s Childcare Bureau. Dublin:
Northside Partnership.

Fingal County Childcare Committee (2005a). Census and Assessment of Childcare Facilities and Services
in Fingal County. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Fingal County Childcare Committee (2005b). Census and Assessment of Childcare Facilities and Services
in Fingal County — Executive Summary. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Gallo, M. (2004a). Empowering Parents, Enriching Children: Parents’ Needs and Preferences for
Childcare in County Donegal. Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Gallo, M. (2004b). Empowering Parents, Enriching Children: Parents’ Needs and Preferences for
Childcare in County Donegal — Summary Report. Donegal: Donegal County Childcare Committee.

Get Tallaght Working (2001). Investigation into the Developmental Potential for Childcare in West
Tallaght. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Gilligan, R. (1993). Health Board Supported Playgroup Provision in the Western Health Board Region: A Brief
Analysis of Availability of Grant-Aided Places and Levels of Grant Aid based on Board’s 1992 Data with
Recommendations. Galway: Western Health Board/ Trinity College Dublin Child Care Act Evaluation Project.
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Hanlon, L. (2006). Assessment of Parents’ Childcare Needs. Dublin: Fingal County Childcare Committee.

Hannon, F. (2004). Towards Accessible and Inclusive Childcare in County Leitrim — A Summary Report.
Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare Committee.

Haran, N. (2005). CDI Audit of Services in Tallaght West. Dublin: Childhood Development Initiative.

Hayes, N. and Moore, N. (1998). Quality in Services for Young Children in Rural Areas. Unpublished
Report to the Cross-Border Rural Childcare Project.

Healy, G. (1995). Childcare for Tallaght. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.
Holmes-Smith, N. (2000). Valentia Island Resource Childcare Centre Evaluation. (Unpublished).

Kane, C. (2005a). Careers and Our Children - A Study of the Childcare Needs of Working Parents in
County Mayo. Mayo: Mayo County Childcare Committee.

Kerrins, L. (2001). DIT Kilkenny Educare Project - Feasibility Study Final Report. Dublin: Centre for Social
and Educational Research.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2006b). Improving Childcare, Improving Lives: Assessing Specific
Needs. Kildare: Kildare County Childcare Committee.

Lenihan, M. (2000). A Study of the Development of Community Childcare in Limerick City. Limerick:
PAUL Partnership.

McGlone, R. (2003). Childcare Needs Analysis in the South West Sligo District. Sligo: Sligo County
Childcare Committee.

Meath County Childcare Strategy Group (2000). Childcare Needs Survey — North and South Meath. Meath:
Trim Initiative for Development and Enterprise and North Meath Communities Development Association.

Mentor Economic Developments Ltd. (2000). Childcare Review. Dublin: Finglas Cabra Partnership.

Midlands Health Board (1999). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Tullamore: Midlands
Health Board.

Morris, M. (1997). Childcare for the Canal Communities Partnership: A Feasibility Study. Dublin:
Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Murphy-Lawless, J. and Redmond, P. (1992). Evaluation of the Blanchardstown Home-Start. Dublin:
Home-Start Blanchardstown and Department of Health.

Murphy, P. (1994). Child Care for the North East Inner City. A Feasibility Study on Behalf of Dublin Inner
City Partnership (ICON) Women’s Working Group. Dublin: Barnardos/ ICON.

Neylon, G. and Loftus, A. (2000). Block Building: Early Years Childcare. Clarecare Preschool Advisory
Service. Ennis: Clarecare.

North Eastern Health Board (2001a). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Cavan: North
Eastern Health Board.

North Eastern Health Board (2002). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2001. Meath:
North Eastern Health Board.

O'Brien, C. (2003). A Study of Community Playgroups in Dublin City. Dublin: Community Playgroups Together.

O’Driscoll, S. and Scallan, E. (1998). A Review of Child Care Services in the Ballymun Area. Dublin:
Ballymun Partnership.



O’Flaherty, J., Fitzpatrick, A., Hayes, N. and McCarthy, B. (1994). Evaluation of St. Audeon’s Parent
Preschool Health Promotion Project. Dublin: Dublin Institute of Technology.

O'Riordan, J. (1999). Who Cares in the Campus? Childcare in Higher Education Institutions in Ireland.
Report of the Higher Education Equality Unit Childcare Survey 1998. Cork: Higher Education Equality Unit.

Partas, Tallaght Partnership and Tallaght Welfare Society (2004). An Unsuitable Fit — Sustainability of
Community Childcare Centres in Disadvantaged Urban Areas. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Planet Childcare Policy Group (2004). Community Childcare Services in Disadvantaged Areas — Current
Review and Future Recommendations. Wexford: Planet Publications.

Redmond, S. (2002). Brighter Future. Knocknaheeny Children’s Learning and Development Project.
Project Summary. Dublin: Barnardos.

Rourke, S. (2003). Children First and Foremost — An Education Investment Plan for the Canal
Communities. Dublin Canal Communities Partnership.

Rush, M. (2003a). Including Children: Childcare Audit 2003 — Diversity, Disability and Additional Needs.
Waterford: Waterford County Childcare Committee.

South Eastern Health Board (1993). Review of Child Care and Family Support Services. Kilkenny: South
Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1994). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1994.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1996a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1996.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1997a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1997.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (1998). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1998.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2001a). First Steps Pilot Programme — An Evaluation. Kilkenny: South
Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002a). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 1999.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

South Eastern Health Board (2002b). Annual Review of Child Care and Family Support Services 2000.
Kilkenny: South Eastern Health Board.

Southside Partnership (2005). Community Childcare Research Project — Towards a Model of Best Practice.

Dublin: Southside Partnership.

St. Munchin’s Childcare Working Group (2003). Childcare Needs in St. Munchin’s Parish Limerick.
Limerick: St. Munchin’s Childcare Working Group.

Tallaght Partnership (1995). Childcare for Tallaght — An Evaluation Report. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.
Tallaght Partnership (2002). Tallaght Childcare Network Feasibility Study. Dublin: Tallaght Partnership.

Tipperary North County Childcare Committee (2002). Information Gathering Exercise. Tipperary:
Tipperary North County Childcare Committee.

Whelan, V. (2004). Why is There a Shortage of Pre-School Childcare Facilities in Ireland? An Analysis of
Childcare Policy, 1992-2004. M. Sc. Thesis. Dublin: Trinity College Dublin.
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Guidance for Parents and ECCE Providers

Considerable attention has been given to
providing Guidance for Parents and ECCE
Providers, reflecting the ongoing demand for
support. Many of these publications have been
produced to support settings and practitioners
in the running and organisation of their setting
(Border Counties Childcare Network [BCCN],
1997; 2000b; Cavan CCC, 2001; Kildare CCC,
2003c; Leitrim CCC, 2005a; Northern Area Health
Board et a/, 2002b; O'Sullivan and Gibbons,
1997). Barnardos (1999), the National Children’s
Nurseries Association (NCNA) (2003a), the
Northern Area Health Board e a/ (2002a) and
the Western Health Board (2002) have published
guidance for parents on choosing quality
childcare settings. Other publications offer more
specific guidance to settings, relating to issues
such as developing policies and procedures
(Limerick CCC et a/, 2003) and ensuring diversity
and equality are inherent characteristics of
practice within settings (OMC, 2006b; Pobal,
2006b).

Rinneadh go leor oibre chun Treoir a sholathar
do Thuismitheoiri agus Solathraithe COLO, rud a
[éirionn an t-éileamh leantnach ar thacaiocht.
Tairgeadh a lan de na foilseachain seo chun tacu
le suimh agus le cleachtéiri agus na suimh sin a
reachtail agus & n-eagru acu (Lionra Clraim
Leanai Chontaetha na Teorann [BCCN], 1997;
2000b; CCC an Chabhain, 2001; CCC Chill Dara,
2003c¢; CCC Liatroma, 2005a; Bord Slainte
Cheantar an Tuaiscirt et a/, 2002b; O'Sullivan
agus Gibbons, 1997). D'fhoilsigh Barnardos
(1999), NCNA (2003a), Bord Slainte Cheantar an
Tuaiscirt et a/. (2002a) agus Bord Slainte an
larthair (2002) treoir do thuismitheoiri faoi
conas suimh chdraim leanai ar ardchaighdean a
roghnu. Cuireann foilseachdin eile treoir nios
sonrai ar fail do shuimh, faoi shaincheisteanna
cosuil le beartais agus nésanna imeachta a
fhorbairt (CCC Luimnigh et a/, 2003) agus conas
a chinntit go mbionn éagsulacht agus
comhionannas mar ghnéithe bunusacha an
chleachtais laistigh de shuimh (OMC, 2006b;
Pobal, 2006b).

Barnardos (1999). Choosing the Best for Your Child: A Parent’s Guide to Childminders, Nurseries/ Créches
and Babysitters. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Border Counties Childcare Network (1997). Border Counties Childcare Network Information Pack for
Preschool Service Providers. Monaghan: Border Counties Childcare Network.

Border Counties Childcare Network (2000b). Pacdiste Eolas do Sholathraithe ar Sherbhisi Sheisiunacaha
Réamhscolaiochta arna chur in Eagar ag Lionra Curam Leanai Chontaetha na Teorann Teo. Monaghan:

Border Counties Childcare Network.

Canavan, A. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Day Care Service: An Information Pack. Dublin:

Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2001). Brief Guide to Establishing a Childcare Facility in Cavan.

Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Cavan County Childcare Committee (2003b). Funding and Support Options for Childcare Providers in Co.

Cavan. Cavan: Cavan County Childcare Committee.

Clarke, M. and Hayes, N. (1991). Childcare in Ireland: A Parent’s Guide. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2001b). County Childcare Committee Handbook.

(Unpublished).

Doyle, J. and O’Connor, C. (1998). The Irish Preschool Guide. Dublin: Computer Publications Group.

Galway City and County Childcare Committee (2004). Caring Together — Multilingual Information Pack
about Childcare Services in Galway. Galway: Galway City and County Childcare Committee.

Hayes Murray, P. (1993). Choosing Childcare - Solving our Childcare Problems. Dublin: Attic Press.

Kildare County Childcare Committee (2003c). Information Pack for Childcare Providers: A Step-by-Step

Guide. Kildare: Kildare County Childcare Committee.



Leitrim County Childcare Committee (2005a). A Step by Step Information Manual to Assist in the
Development of a Childcare Service within your Community. Leitrim: Leitrim County Childcare

Committee.

Limerick County Childcare Committee, North Tipperary County Childcare Committee, Mid-western
Health Board, Limerick City Childcare Committee and Clare County Childcare Committee (2003). A
Guide to Developing Policies and Procedures in an Early Years Setting. Limerick: Limerick County
Childcare Committee, North Tipperary County Childcare Committee, Mid-western Health Board,
Limerick City Childcare Committee and Clare County Childcare Committee.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003a). 7 Steps to Choosing a Nursery — A Parent’s Guide.

Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

National Children’s Nurseries Association (2003b). Towards Quality Daycare — Minimum Quality
Standards in a Nursery. Dublin: National Children’s Nurseries Association.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board
(2002a). A Guide for Parents of Preschool Children. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South Western

Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board.

Northern Area Health Board, South Western Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board
(2002b). A Guide for Preschool Service Providers. Kildare: Northern Area Health Board, South Western

Area Health Board and East Coast Area Health Board.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006b). Diversity and Equality Guidelines for Childcare Providers.

Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006¢). National Childcare Strategy 2006-2010 — A Guide for

Providers. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

Office of the Minister for Children (2006d). National Childcare Strategy 2006-2010 — A Guide for

Parents. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children.

O’Sullivan, M. and Gibbons, N. (1997). Establishing a Childcare Enterprise: An Information Pack for
Enterprise Officers. Dublin: Barnardos’ National Children’s Resource Centre.

Pobal (2006b). Creating Solutions from Diversity - The Journey and Practice of City/ County Childcare
Committees: A Guide for Board Members. Dublin: Pobal.

Western Health Board (2002). Choosing Childcare — A Parent’s Guide (Video). Galway: Western Health

Board.

National Policy and Provision

As detailed in the Introduction, there has been
an upsurge in the amount of National Policy
and Provision in Ireland in recent years. A
number of government departments and
agencies have produced a range of policy
documents relating to ECCE in recent years,
including Area Development Management
(1999; 2000b; 2002; 2005), the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment (1994), the
Department of Equality and Law Reform (1994),
the DJELR (1998a; 1999c¢; 2000a; 2000c; 2001a;
2004a) and Pobal (2006a; 2006¢). National policy
has also been informed by the preparation of a
number of position papers (IPPA, 1998) and

Mar a mhinitear sa Réamhra, ta borradh mér
tagtha ar lion an Bheartais agus an tSolathair
Naisiunta in Eirinn le blianta beaga anuas.
Thairg roinnt rann agus gniomhaireachtai
rialtais raon cdipéisi beartais a bhaineann le
COLO le blianta beaga anuas, lena n-airitear
Area Development Management (1999; 2000b;
2002; 2005), an Roinn Fiontar, Tradala agus
Fostaiochta (1994), an Roinn Comhionannais
agus Athchdirithe DIi (1994), an DJELR (1998a;
1999¢; 2000a; 2000¢; 2001a; 2004a) agus Pobal
(20064a; 2006c¢). Thug ullmhu roinnt paipéar
seasaimh (IPPA, 1998) agus roinnt aighneas (CCC
Fhine Gall, 2005¢) ag raon eagraiochtai agus

99



100

submissions (Fingal CCC, 2005¢) from a range of
organisations and agencies. The sub-theme also
includes the initial national Preschool
Regulations (Department of Health, 1996a; DHC,
1997a) and the revised regulations published in
2006 (DHC, 2006). Both national (Aontas, 2003;
Irish Business and Employers Confederation,
1998; Irish Congress of Trade Unions, 2002; NESF,
1997; 2005; National Women'’s Council of
Ireland, 2005) and international organisations
(European Social Fund Programme Evaluation
Unit, 1999; OECD, 2004a; 2004b) have provided
reviews of policy and practice relating to ECCE
in Ireland. Policy and provision from an
economic perspective has formed the focus of a
number of publications (Chevalier et a/, 2006;
Fitzgerald et a/, 1999; Hyland, 1998; Newman,
2005). A range of national voluntary childcare
organisations have contributed to the policy and
practice debate by publishing documents from
their perspective, including the IPPA (1997;
1998) and the NCNA (1990; 1998; 2002b; 2003c;
2006). Research from the DES (2006b), Douglas
(1994), Gaynor (1997), Gilligan (1991), Hanrahan
(2002), Hennessy and Hayes (1997), Kernan
(2000) and McKenna (1990; 1994) provides an
insight into the policy and practice development
processes in Ireland in recent years.

gniomhaireachtai treoir don bheartas naisitnta
freisin. Cuimsionn an fo-théama seo na
Rialachain Réamhscoile naisiinta tosaigh (an
Roinn Slainte, 1996a; DHC, 1997a) agus na
rialachain leasaithe a foilsiodh i 2006 (DHC,
2006). Rinne eagraiochtai naisiinta (Aontas,
2003; Irish Business and Employers
Confederation, 1998; Irish Congress of Trade
Unions, 2002; NESF, 1997; 2005; National
Women'’s Council of Ireland, 2005) agus
idirnaisiunta (European Social Fund Programme
Evaluation Unit, 1999; OECD, 2004a; 2004b)
araon athbhreithnithe ar bheartas agus
cleachtas COLO in Eirinn. Bhi beartas agus
solathar 6 pheirspictiocht eacnamaioch mar
fhocas roinnt foilseachan (Chevalier et a/, 2006;
Fitzgerald et a/, 1999; Hyland, 1998; Newman,
2005). Chuir raon eagraiochtai craim leanai
deonacha leis an diospdireacht bheartais agus
chleachtais tri chaipéisi 6na ndearcai féin a
fhoilsiy, lena n-airitear an IPPA (1997; 1998)
agus an NCNA (1990; 1998; 2002b; 2003c; 2006).
Tugann taighde 6n DES (2006b), Douglas (1994),
Gaynor (1997), Gilligan (1991), Hanrahan (2002),
Hennessy agus Hayes (1997), Kernan (2000) agus
McKenna (1990; 1994) léargas ar na praisis a
usaideadh chun beartais agus cleachtais in Eirinn
a fhorbairt le blianta beaga anuas.

Aontas (2003). Childcare and Adult Education — A Discussion Document. Dublin: Aontas.
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Local and Regional Policy and Provision
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development. The development and support of
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part of this section, with organisations and
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Community Playgroup Initiative (2003),
Community Playgroups Together (2003), Daly
(2003), French (2005; 2006b), French and Daly
(2005), the Katherine Howard Foundation
(2005), Spring et a/. (2005) and Whyte et a/.
(20064a; 2006b) focusing on this aspect of service
provision. Other research focuses on the
challenge of providing integrated and
coordinated services at a local level for parents,
including Bernard (1998b), Bernard et a/. (1998),
Community Consultants Ltd. (2006) and the
Working Together Group (1998). The Cross-
Border Rural Childcare Project (1996; 1998; 2000)
and Walmsley and Fitzpatrick (2003) have
produced much research on the provision of
quality childcare in rural areas. Other
researchers have focused more particularly on
the needs of specific groups in local areas, such
as drug users (Ballymun Partnership Childcare
Funders Quality Assurance Group, 2005), those
affected by disadvantage (McKeown and
Fitzgerald, 1997) and those seeking after-school
provision (Cross-Border Women'’s Network and
BCCN, 2000).

D'fhorbair solathar COLO in Eirinn den chuid is
m& mar fhreagra ar riachtanas aitiuil, agus ta an
bonneagar ata ann chun forbairt a chur chun
cinn bunaithe go réigiunach. Mar sin, ta go leor
caipéisi foilsithe a bhaineann le Beartas agus
Solathar Aititil agus Réigitnach. Is piosai
taighde 6 eagraiochtai réigiunacha agus aititla
iad cuid mhaith de na foilseachain, a
coimisitinaiodh chun treoir a thabhairt
d'fhorbairt beartais agus cleachtais. Baineann a
lan piosai taighde sa chuid seo le forbairt agus
tacaiocht Grupai Sugartha Pobail in Eirinn, le
heagraiochtai agus udair cosuil le Brennan
(2003), Community Playgroup Initiative (2003),
Community Playgroups Together (2003), Daly
(2003), French (2005; 2006b), French agus Daly
(2005), Katherine Howard Foundation (2005),
Spring et a/. (2005) agus Whyte et a/. (20063;
2006b) ag dirit ar an ngné seo den solathar
seirbhise. Dirionn taighde eile, lena n-airitear
Bernard (1998b), Bernard et a/. (1998),
Community Consultants Teo. (2006) agus an
Working Together Group (1998), ar an dushlan a
bhaineann le seirbhisi comhthaite agus
comhordaithe a sholathar do thuismitheoiri ar
leibhéal aitiuil. Thairg an Cross-Border Rural
Childcare Project (1996; 1998; 2000) agus
Walmsley agus Fitzpatrick (2003) a lan taighde
faoi churam leanai ar ardchaighdean a sholathar
i gceantair tuaithe. Dhirigh taighdeoiri eile ar
riachtanais ghrupai sonracha i limistéir aitiula,
cosuil le husaideoiri drugai (Ballymun
Partnership Childcare Funders Quality Assurance
Group, 2005), daoine faoi mhibhuntaiste
(McKeown agus Fitzgerald, 1997) agus daoine
ag lorg solathar i ndiaidh na scoile (Cross-Border
Women's Network agus BCCN, 2000).
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School-based Provision and School-age
ECCE

Large numbers of four-year-olds and virtually all
five-year-olds are attending the infant classes in
primary schools and increasing numbers are
accessing after-school services. School-based
Provision and School-age ECCE is a significant
factor in ECCE and has attracted considerable
attention. Griffin et a/ (2005) and Hayes and
Kernan (2001) provide an insight into policy and
practice within the infant classes. The Early Start
initiative within schools is also the subject of a
number of publications (DES, 2002c; Educational
Research Centre, 1998). The INTO (1995d; 2000a;
2003a) has published a number of policy
documents relating to provision with primary
schools. The provision of school-age childcare
has also become the focus of a large amount of
research, enhanced by a report from the DJELR
on the issue (Childcare Directorate, 2005). The
BCCN (2003b), the County Childcare Committees
Support and Development Workers Network
(2005), Holt and Pugh (2004), Moloney (2005;
20064a; 2006b) and the NCNA (2000a) provide
guidance on the establishment and running of
after-school services. A number of publications
detail the nature of provision within after-
school services (Hennessy, 2000; Kildare CCC,
2006¢; Pugh, 1999), some reporting on children’s
perceptions in this regard (Hennessy, 2001;
Hennessy and Donnelly, 2005). McCormack has
documented a number of models in Ireland for
providing after-school care (McCormack, 2006a;
2006b; 2006c).

T4 lion moér leanai ceithre bliana d’aois agus
beagnach na leanai uile cuig bliana d’aois ag
freastal ar na ranganna naionan i
mbunscoileanna agus ta nios mé agus nios mé
de na leanai sin ag baint Usaide as seirbhisi iar-
scoile. Is fachtoéir suntasach i COLO é an Solathar
Scoilbhunaithe agus COLO ag Aois Scoile agus ta
spéis mhoér ann. Tugann Griffin et a/. (2005)
agus Hayes agus Kernan (2001) léargas ar
bheartas agus cleachtas sna ranganna naionan.
Déiledlann roinnt foilseachan (DES, 2002c; an
tlonad Taighde Oideachais, 1998) leis an
tionscnamh Tus Luath i scoileanna. D'fhoilsigh
an INTO (1995d; 2000a; 2003a) roinnt caipéisi
beartais a bhaineann le solathar i
mbunscoileanna. Bhi solathar cdraim leanai do
leanai ag aois scoile mar fhécas lion mér
taighde freisin, cuidithe ag tuarascail 6n DJELR
faoin tsaincheist (An Stiurthéireacht Caraim
Leanai, 2005). Tugann an BCCN (2003b), Lionra
Oibrithe Tacaiochta agus Forbartha na gCoisti
Curaim Leanai Contae (2005), Holt agus Pugh
(2004), Moloney (2005; 2006a; 2006b) agus an
NCNA (2000a) treoir faoi bhunu agus reachtail
seirbhisi iar-scoile. Déanann roinnt foilseachan
mionchur sios ar chinedl an tsolathair laistigh de
sheirbhisi iar-scoile (Hennessy, 2000; CCC Chill
Dara, 2006¢; Pugh, 1999), le roinnt acu ag
tuairisciu dhearcai na leanai ina leith (Hennessy,
2001; Hennessy agus Donnelly, 2005). Scriobh
McCormack faoi roinnt samhlacha a Usaidtear in
Eirinn chun cdram iar-scoile a sholathar
(McCormack, 2006a; 2006b; 2006c).
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Childminding Provision

One of the most prevalent forms of ECCE
services in Ireland is Childminding Provision.
Childminding Ireland has produced guidelines
and indicators for its membership in relation to
quality provision (Childminding Ireland, 2000b;
2003; 2004; Murray, 2001a; 2001b; 2003; 2004).
A number of publications provide guidance to
parents in relation to choosing a quality
childminder to meet their ECCE needs, such as
Barnardos (1999), Cavan CCC and Monaghan
CCC (2003) and Leitrim CCC (2003c). Specific
guidelines and a support structure for

Is & ceann de na cinedlacha is coitianta seirbhisi
COLO in Eirinn na Solathar Feighliochta Leanai.
Ta treoirlinte agus tascairi tairgthe ag
Feighliocht Leanai Eireann da baill maidir le
solathar ar ardchaighdean a chur ar fail
(Feighliocht Leanai Eireann, 2000b; 2003; 2004;
Murray, 2001a; 2001b; 2003; 2004). Tugann
roinnt foilseachan, cosuil le Barnardos (1999),
CCC an Chabhain agus CCC Mhuineachain (2003)
agus CCC Liatroma (2003c¢) treoir do
thuismitheoiri chun cabhru leo ciraméir leanai
ar chaighdean ard a roghnu le freastal ar a



childminders have been introduced in recent

years (Childcare Directorate, 2003; OMC, 2006a).

CCCs have been proactive in developing
materials of interest and use for childminders
under their remit (Galway CCC, 2003a; 2003b;
2003f; 2003g; Kildare CCC, 2003b; Roscommon
CCC, 2003b).

riachtanais maidir le COLO. Cuireadh treoirlinte
sonracha agus struchtur tacaiochta ar fail do
churamairi leanai le blianta beaga anuas (An
Stiurthoireacht Cldraim Leanai 2003; OMC,
2006a). D'oibrigh CCCanna go diograiseach chun
abhair a bheadh spéisiuil agus Usaideach do na
cUramairi leanai ina réigidin a fhorbairt (CCC na

Gaillimhe 2003a; 2003b; 2003f; 2003g; CCC Chill
Dara, 2003b; CCC Ros Comain, 2003b).
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Men in ECCE

The changing nature of the early years sector is Is fianaise de nadur athraitheach earnail na
evidenced by the inclusion of a sub-theme mblianta luatha é cuimsiu fo-théama a

relating to Men in ECCE. A conference hosted by bhaineann le Fir i COLO. Dhirigh comhdhail i
Kilkenny CCC in 2004 focused specifically on this 2004, a raibh CCC Chill Chainnigh mar éstach
theme, with contributions from a range of uirthi, ar an téama sin, le hionchur tugtha ag
presenters (Fine-Davis, 2004b; Kieran and raon laithreoiri (Fine-Davis, 2004b; Kieran agus
O’Neill, 2004; Pettersen, 2004; Russell, 2004; O’Neill, 2004; Pettersen, 2004; Russell, 2004;
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International Perspectives

The final sub-theme under Early Childhood
Services relates to International Perspectives on
the provision of ECCE. The European
Commission and its agencies have been
responsible for producing a number of policy
documents related to the services provided
across its member states (European Commission,
1996; 1999; European Commission Directorate
General for Education, Training and Youth,
1995; European Commission Network on
Childcare, 1990; 1994; 1996b; 1996c¢; Karlsson,
1995; Meijvogel and Petrie, 1996). Researchers
have also published data related to cross
national comparisons between Ireland and
international jurisdictions relating to the range
and quality of services (Clavero, 2004; David,
1999a; 1999b; Hennessy and Flaherty, 2001;
Horgan and Douglas, 1995a; 1995c; Murray et
al, 1997; Ojala, 1997; 2000; Olmsted et a/, 2001;
Sundlov, 2002). The OECD has placed a large
emphasis on ECCE services across member states
in recent years and a number of reviews by the
international organisation have focused directly
on Ireland (OECD, 1991; 2004a; 2004b), while
others have taken a cross-national perspective
(OECD, 1996; 1998; 1999).

Baineann an fo-théama deireanach faoi
Sheirbhisi Luath-Oige le Peirspictiochtai
Idirnaisiunta ar sholathar COLO. Bhi an
Coimisitn Eorpach agus gniomhaireachtai leis
freagrach as roinnt caipéisi beartais a eisitiint a
bhain leis na seirbhisi curtha ar fail ar fud a
bhallstat (European Commission, 1996; 1999;
European Commission Directorate General for
Education, Training and Youth, 1995; European
Commission Network on Childcare, 1990; 1994;
1996b; 1996¢; Karlsson, 1995; Meijvogel and
Petrie, 1996). D'fhoilsigh taighdeoiri sonrai
freisin a bhain le comparaidi trasnaisiinta idir
Eire agus dlinsi idirnisianta i leith raon agus
cailiocht na seirbhisi a cuireadh ar fail (Clavero,
2004; David, 1999a; 1999b; Hennessy agus
Flaherty, 2001; Horgan agus Douglas, 1995a;
1995¢; Murray et a/, 1997; Ojala, 1997; 2000;
Olmsted et a/, 2001; Sundlov, 2002). Ta béim
mhor leagtha ag an OECD ar sheirbhisi COLO
trasna ballstat le blianta beaga anuas agus rinne
an eagraiocht idirndisitinta roinnt
athbhreithnithe dirithe ar Eirinn (OECD, 1991;
2004a; 2004b) agus roinnt athbhreithnithe le
peirspictiocht trasnaisiinta (OECD, 1996; 1998;
1999).
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