


Environments

The environment in which the young child
spends time has a huge impact on the quality of
her/his experiences and it is of critical
importance that research sheds further light on
the relationship between the environment and
the quality of ECCE services.

Environments is one of the national Standards
of Siolta and considering its importance to the
quality of services, it is somewhat surprising that
there is little Irish-based research on the matter.
In total, 21 publications are listed under this
theme.

The publications under this theme can be
divided between research on the indoor and
outdoor environment. Guidance on setting
design, layout and equipment has been
provided by a number of organisations such as
the BCCN (2002a), the Department of the
Environment and Local Government (2001), the
IPPA (2004€) and the NCNA (2002a). Carty (2006)
consulted young children on their perception of
the environment in which they learned within
the infant classes, while Moore (2000) analysed
the impact of the environment on cognitive
development in both preschools and primary
schools. Ui Ghradaigh (2004d; 2004f) provides
advice in the Irish language to Naionrai and Irish
language settings in relation to the
environment. The BCCN (2002b), the East Coast
Area Health Board et a/. (2001a) and South
Dublin CCC (2006b) have all produced guidelines
and advice on the design and resourcing of
outdoor spaces within ECCE settings. Duffy
(2006a; 2006b) and Kernan (2005; 2006) have
focused their research on the outdoor learning
environment in both historical and
contemporary times.

Bionn tionchar mér ag an timpeallacht ina
gcaitheann leanbh 6g a c(h)uid ama ar
chaighdean a (h)éispéiris agus ta sé
rithabhachtach taighde a dhéanamh chun miniu
nios fearr a thabhairt ar an gcaidreamh idir an
timpeallacht agus cailiocht seirbhisi COLO.

Ta timpeallachtai ar cheann de Chaighdeain
naisiunta Siolta agus is cuis iontais nach bhfuil
moran taighde Eireannach air, nuair a thuigtear
an tabhacht a bhaineann le timpeallacht i
gcailiocht seirbhisi. San iomlan, ta 21 foilseachan
liostaithe faoin téama seo.

Féadtar na foilseachain faoin téama seo a roinnt
idir thaighde ar an timpeallacht laistigh agus
lasmuigh. Thug roinnt eagraiochtai cosuil leis an
BCCN (2002a), an Roinn Comhshaoil agus
Rialtais Aitivil (2001), an IPPA (2004e) agus an
NCNA (2002a) treoir faoi dhearadh, leagan
amach agus trealamh suiomh. Rinne Carty
(2006) comhairliuchan le leanai 6ga chun a fhail
amach cén dearcadh a bhi acu faoin
timpeallacht inar fhoghlaim siad sna ranganna
naionan, agus rinne Moore (2006) anailis ar
thionchar na timpeallachta ar fhorbairt
chognaioch i réamhscoileanna agus
bunscoileanna araon. Tugann Ui Ghradaigh
(2004d; 2004f) comhairle as Gaeilge maidir leis
an timpeallacht do Naionrai agus suimh
Ghaeilge. Thairg an BCCN (2002b), Bord Slainte
Réigiun an Choésta Thoir et a/. (2001a) agus CCC
Bhaile Atha Cliath Theas (2006b) treoirlinte agus
comhairle faoi dhearadh agus acmhainni do
spais allamuigh laistigh de shuimh COLO. Ta
focas thaighde Duffy (2006a; 2006b) agus
Kernan (2005; 2006) ar an timpeallacht
foghlama allamuigh go stairiuil agus go
comhaimseartha.
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